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N ot counting the position of 
Past President next year, this 

is the final leg for me in what has 
been a very hectic, but incredibly 
rewarding four-year stretch, having 
served the past three years as a Se-
attle Chapter Board Member, Vice 
President and President.  I have 
networked with and become ac-
quainted with many professionals I 
have known until now by name 
only.  These relationships will last 
the rest of my career and beyond.   
Yes, it has been hectic.  Trying to 
maintain a job (and company) 
through both the busiest and the 
slowest times of our profession has 
presented challenges; but great 
things come out of the efforts of 
willing individuals.  I encourage all 
of you to get involved with SEAW 
and experience this for yourselves.  
You will be giving your profession 
a much needed level of support, but 
you will take far more away from 
what you put in, please consider 
your contribution. 
It appears that our economy is lift-
ing its head from what has been a 
recession to remember (or forget!)  
It is difficult to find positive reflec-
tion from what appears as such a 
dismal event, but I feel it is there.  
Most of the lessons we learn best 
are from experience, and engineers 
are no exception, and our lessons 
can have far-reaching effects. 
Many business leaders are taking 
advantage of this slow time to re-
think how they have been deliver-
ing their services and have begun to 
put into motion policies that are 
designed to provide growth and 
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direction for their company’s 
future.  Most people agree that 
we cannot do business as we used 
to and that our profession, along 
with the other consultants and 
contractors we work with, need to 
find a way to work together bet-
ter.  SEAW is no exception.  
SEAW has grown into a position 
of national prominence in the 
structural engineering profession 
and the task ahead of us is to do 
what we can to make sure that we 
stay there.  We need to make sure 
that the people we work with and 
depend on work together in a way 
that maximizes their efforts.  Our 
volunteers and committees are 
the lifeblood of our organization.  
The goals that the Seattle Chapter 
put forward last year were de-
signed as a start to address our 
future growth.  In my tenure as 
State President it is my intent to 
keep that momentum moving 
forward.  We will continue to 
develop our committee structure 

(Continued on page 2) 

Peter Opsahl  
2010-2011 SEAW Statewide President  
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Rob Graper  
2009-2010 SEAW State President  

Call for Nominations:   

SEAW LIFETIME SERVICE 
AWARD 

 

Nominations for the SEAW Lifetime Service award 
may be made by any SEAW member to the State Board 
of Trustees by November 1st of each year. Qualifica-
tions of a nominee include: SEAW Member; service to 
SEAW on a statewide level; sustained, significant, mul-
tiple contributions; committee service; nurturing/
mentoring abilities. The award may be made posthu-
mously. 

If nominations have been submitted, the SEAW State 
Board will convene a selection panel consisting of the 
four most recent awardees (if possible) and a represen-
tative of each chapter to meet prior to the January State 
Board meeting. 

The Award will be presented at the appropriate chap-
ter’s year-end meeting or at the Northwest Conference. 
The award will consist of a unique trophy or plaque, a 
cash award, and a contribution in the awardee’s name 
to the SEAW Endowment Fund. 

Send your nomination by e-mail to the SEAW 
State Board of Trustees at seaw@seaw.org. 

Outgoing President’s Message 

I n 2010 Mother Nature has been 
reminding us of her devastating 

power. On January 12, 2010 a 7.0 
magnitude earthquake struck near 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The event 
resulted in over 220,000 fatalities 
and left an estimated 1.2 million 
homeless. Then, on February 27, 
2010 an 8.8 magnitude earthquake 
struck off the coast of Maule, Chile 
resulting in over 700 fatalities. 
Though these events have led to 
countless hardships and tragedies, 
it is amazing to see how quickly 
the world rallies to provide aid and 
comfort. Individuals from dozens 
of countries with diverse areas of 
expertise have volunteered their 
time and talents to assist these 
countries. I have spoken with sev-
eral individuals who volunteered in 
Haiti, and each said they would 
absolutely do it again given the 
chance. Some of these volunteers 
included members of SEAW who 
assisted in determining whether 
structures were safe to occupy. 
We were fortunate to have a brief-
ing in early June by the SEAW 
reconnaissance team that visited 

Chile.  They presented their find-
ings and first-hand accounts of the 
earthquake’s devastation, as well 
as lessons learned for improving 
seismic safety in the Pacific North-
west. 
These recent events also led to 
renewed interest in ATC-20 train-
ing which provides procedures and 
guidelines for making on-the-spot 
evaluations and decisions regard-
ing continued use and occupancy 
of post-disaster damaged buildings.  
Training was held on each side of 
the state and was well attended. 
Activity at the State Board level 
included:  
• We coordinated the meeting 

schedules of the Seattle Chapter 
board and the State board to 
coincide on five occasions each 
year. On these occasions the 
State Board attends the Seattle 
Chapter meeting and the Seattle 
Chapter board attends the State 
Board meeting. Our hope is that 
by meeting more frequently we 
can both improve communica-
tion between the chapters and 
make more progress towards our 
goals over the course of the 
year. 

• Efforts have been made toward 
updating the State bylaws.  
The proposed changes will be 
put forth to the membership 
for a vote in the near future. 

• We formed a Sustainability 
Committee. 

• We formed an ad hoc commit-
tee to study how we can pro-
vide better transitioning of 
State committee leadership. 

• We updated the SEAW web-
site to allow for posting of 
resumes and jobs. 

I would like to thank the outgo-
ing State trustees, Mark Ander-
son and Scott Douglas for their 
service, and welcome the incom-
ing trustees Duke Turner, How-
ard Burton, and Luke Heath. 
I have enjoyed serving as the 
State President in 2009-2010 and 
getting to meet the chapter presi-
dents and committee chairper-
sons.  Like you and me, they 
have a passion for structural en-
gineering, and their energy and 

The Year in Review 

and develop methods on  how 
our chapter boards can work 
together to more efficiently 
use board meeting time to 
address the new business that 
is so important to our growth. 
Our State SEAW created  the 
Sustainability Committee last 
year, and it has been received 
very well.  It was clear that 
the development of this com-
mittee was something the 
membership was looking for.  
One other area we could im-
prove on is to establish a 
committee that tracks technol-
ogy as it applies to engineer-
ing.  This would not just be 
the tools we use, but would 
also consist of looking ahead 
to see if the development of 
our technology is on pace 
with the development of our 
culture.  This is an interesting 

(Continued from page 1) 

and exciting question and one 
that we should be looking at 
or at least be in a position to 
offer guidance on.  If getting 
in on the ground floor of de-
velopment and having a say in 
what this committee would 
look like sounds interesting to 
you, then I would be very 
interested in talking with you. 
This Technology Committee 
could also interface with 
SEAW to make sure that our 
infrastructure is pointed in a 
direction of embracing growth 
and not providing road blocks 
to the effective and efficient 
application of our mission. 
Thank you for the opportunity 
to work as your State Presi-
dent; I consider it a privilege 
and look forward to a year in 
which we get back to busi-
ness. 
Peter Opsahl 
petero@paostructural.com 

State SEAW President 

enthusiasm are contagious.  
There are many reasons that 
SEAW is so well respected 
around the country ….but at the 
top of my list are the expertise of 
our membership and their will-
ingness to serve and advance the 
profession. 
Rob Graper, P.E., S.E. 
2009-2010 SEAW State Presi-
dent 
rgraper@integrus.net  
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 SEAW Scholarship Award 

A  $3,000 SEAW Scholarship was 
awarded to Oregon State University 

Grad Student Seth Thomas this year.  
Thomas, who attended Clark College after 
graduating from Battleground High, re-
ceived his BSCE from the University of 
Washington in June 2009. While attending 
the UW, Seth was a member of the Con-
crete Canoe Team for three years, serving 
as team captain in 2009. He participated in 
intramural sports at both the UW and OSU. 
In his application essay, Seth wrote, 
“Being the best structural engineer possible 
is very important to me. This is why I have 
never missed a chance to improve myself, 
whether it was taking extra courses at col-
lege, volunteering to stay late to get more 
experience during an internship, attending 
extra seminars or guest lectures, or attend-
ing local ASCE/SEA meetings. I do this 
because I believe that there is always more 
to learn to make a myself a better engineer. 
The better engineer you are, the bigger 
difference you can make in this world, and 
that is ultimately what I want to do: make a 
difference in this world through my work 
as a structural engineer. I hope to do this 
by designing structures to lower their risk 
to the natural hazards of the world such as 
earthquakes, tsumanis and hurricanes.”  
The SEAW Scholarship Program was cre-
ated in 1985 to recognize academic excel-
lence and personal achievement on the part 
of students studying and planning to make 

their career in the practice of structural 
engineering. The program is funded 
through contributions by SEAW mem-
bers and their companies, as well as 
designated funds from the SEAW cof-
fers. 
Since the inception of the Scholarship 
Program, a total of $95,000 has been 
awarded to 48 students representing 
engineering schools throughout the 
United States. Many of those recipients 
have continued their association with 
SEAW through membership and active 
participation on committees as well as 
chapter and state boards. 

SEAW Scholarship Fund Contribution 
Please copy this form and send it with your contribution by mail to SEAW, PO Box 44,  Olympia WA 98507.  

Credit card payments may be faxed to SEAW at 360/753-1838 or made online at www.seaw.org 
 

YES! I would like to make a donation to the future of Structural Engineering! Please accept  
my donation of  [  ] $25     [  ] $50      [  ] $75      [  ]    $100     [  ] other $_______ 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City State Zip ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
[  ] Enclosed is my check payable to SEAW Scholarship Fund  
[  ] Please charge my VISA/Mastercard: 
 

Card # _________________________________________________________exp._______________ 

SEAW 
SCHOLARSHIP   
APPLICATION 
INFORMATION 

Each December, an-
nouncements of the SEAW 
Scholarship program are distrib-
uted to engineering schools in 
the Western United States. Ap-
plicants must be U.S. citizens 
and residents of Washington 
State; a senior or higher ranking 
undergraduate or a graduate 
student; enrolled in a program 
of study majoring in structural 
engineering; and having a com-
mitment to making a career in 
the practice of structural engi-
neering. 

Scholarship application materi-
als are posted on the web at 
www.seaw.org, and can be ob-
tained  by e-mailing 
seaw@seaw.org or by phoning 
206/682-6026. 
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Annual Chapter Reports  
Seattle Chapter 
Leaving the Board this year are 
Past President Scott Douglas 
and Board Members Mark 
Moorleghen and Howard Bur-
ton.  The incoming Past Presi-
dent will be Peter Opsahl with 
President Andrew McGlenn 
and Vice President Howard 
Burton.  New Board Members 
are Mike Wright and Lara Sim-
mons. Dan Yeager will be re-
placing Jessica Jenness as the 
YMF President.  Continuing 
directors Cheryl Burwell and 
Tom Bykonen, Treasurer Ted 
Smith, and Administrator Lyn-
nell Brunswig will round out 
the new Seattle Chapter Board. 
Our membership remained un-
changed from last year as we 
had 671 compared to 669 last 
year with 74% paid compared 
to 75% last year.  Because of 
the economic conditions the 
Board extended the student rate 
for programs to unemployed 
members as well as allowing a 
leave of absence for those un-
employed members that re-
quested more relief. 
Our YMF continues to be a 
source of inspiration to our 
Chapter.  Besides participating 
in several Habitat for Humanity 
events, the YMF group contin-
ues to have strong turnouts in 
their monthly social events.  
They also provide a great turn-
out supporting SEAW in the 
PSEC sponsored Engineer’s 
Fair during Engineer’s Week. 
Our programs continued to be 
well attended, with some of the 
more memorable programs 
being the Performance Based 
Design program given by Ron 
Klemencic,  the Jacobs team 
that delivered a very entertain-
ing presentation on the Bright-
water System and the Hoover 
Dam Bypass Bridge.  We look 
forward to more interesting 
programs next year as well as 
some changes to the way we 
deliver the programs.  Our in-
tent is to focus less on the 
venue and meal and more on 

the program and speaker.  This 
should only add to the already 
great turnouts we have been 
experiencing the last few years. 
This past fall we did not have a 
seminar due to our desire not to 
compete with the Northwest 
Conference hosted by the 
Southwest Chapter of SEAW.  
Our spring seminar, the Chile 
Earthquake Briefing, was held 
in June and was presented by 
the SEAW members that trav-
eled to Chile following the 
earthquake.   
Looking ahead we will continue 
to organize our committees and 
liaison positions so that we can 
assure seamless transition while 
maintaining a focused and or-
ganized effort by each position 
and committee.  We will con-
tinue to work on our State and 
Chapter bylaws as well as other 
governance issues.  On behalf 
of the 2009-2010 Board, I feel 
we have started a large ball 
rolling with regard to position-
ing SEAW to provide contin-
ued national leadership in our 
profession.   
-Peter Opsahl, Outgoing Presi-
dent 
petero@paostructural.com  

Southwest Chapter 
2009 Northwest Conference 
and Our Busy year 
Our year opened with our chap-
ter hosting the 2009 Northwest 
Conference at the Hotel Mu-
rano in Tacoma.  Other than the 
unfortunate financial shortfall, 
we grade the conference as a 
success as it brought structural 
engineers from all over the re-
gion to celebrate our profes-
sion. 
Throughout the rest of the year, 
we tried a mix of lunch and 
dinner meetings at a few differ-
ent venues: 
• October:  ASCE Joint Meet-

ing:  Hood Canal Bridge 
West-Half Retrofit and East-
Half Replacement by Mi-
chelle Tragesser (KPFF) and 

Mark Gaines (WSDOT) 
• November:  SmartBeams 

by Brian Ward (CMC Steel 
Products), Kevin Larsen 
(R.F. Stearns) and Roger 
O’Hara (R.F. Stearns) 

• January:  CSI Joint Meet-
ing:  BIM in Construction 
by Stan Biehl and Dan Gra-
mer (Turner Construction) 

• February:  Framing with 
Light Gage Steel by Matt 
Surowiecki, jr. (Steeler).  
Tour of the Steeler facility 
followed in March. 

• March:  Simpson Tacoma 
Kraft Cogeneration Facility 
by Rich Crain (Simpson) 
and Jeff Baker (Sitts & 
Hill) 

• April:  SEAW SE Joint 
Meeting:  Lower Burnett 
Road/South Prairie Creek 
Bridge by Paul Gilham 
(Western Wood Structures) 

• May:  AIA Joint Meeting:  
Pacific Plaza by Dan Put-
nam (PCS Structural Solu-
tions) and Ben Ferguson 
(BLRB Architects) 

• June 11th:  Take me out to 
the Ballgame with the Ta-
coma Rainiers at Cheney 
Stadium.  Bob Mast 
(Berger ABAM) hosted a 
tour of the existing facility 
prior to an evening baseball 
game. 

Tradeshow 
Our tradeshow has officially 
moved from an annual event 
to a sesquiennial (not in all 
dictionaries, but means every 
18-months) event with the 
next one being planned for 
February of 2011.  A special 
thanks to Drew McEachern 
and Andy Pflueger who are 
stepping away from the trade-
show planning scene after 5+ 
years of service! 
Young Member Forum 
In its inaugural year, the 
Young Member Forum got 
off to a slow but promising 

start. We will continue our 
efforts to move forward and 
increase the membership next 
year.   
New Faces and Familiar 
Faces 
We hired and welcome Re-
bekah McMurren of PCS 
Structural Solutions as our 
new chapter administrator.  I 
would also like to welcome 
our new board member, Justin 
Lyons of AHBL. A special 
thanks to our two outgoing 
board members Mark Ander-
son and Ian Frank! Our new 
President, Luke Heath (PCS) 
and the rest of the board that 
includes Sara Imbruglio, Todd 
Phillips, Jeff Klein, Dan 
Sully, and Andy Pflueger still 
have the challenging task of 
finding a President-Elect. 
Nominations? 
-Andrew Boileau, Outgoing 
President 
andrewboileau@sitts-hill-
engineers.com 

Spokane Chapter 
Spokane Chapter membership 
is currently just over 100 
members.  The membership is 
quite active and continues to 
hold monthly lunch meetings 
which are well attended with 
around 50-60 people.  It was a 
productive year with a satisfy-
ing amount of membership 
activity and accomplishments 
including: issuing a white 
paper, holding seminars and 
training, establishing a Young 
Member Forum, and planning 
for the 2011 SEA conference.  
Please read on if you would 
like the specifics. 
Lunch Programs: 
• September: Kimberley Rob-

inson, chief engineer of Star 
Seismic presented Buckling
-Restrained Braced Frame 
(BRBF) Seismic Systems 

• October: Tim Holterman 
and Blake Flood of Canam, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Steel Bar Joist Presentation 
• November: Scott Tyson of 

Grace Products, Structural 
Waterproofing 

• January: Structural Vibra-
tions by Andy Taylor of 
KPFF Consulting Engineers 

• February: PCI Blast Testing 
by Jason Krohn of PCI 

• March: Structural Collapse 
and Integrity by Ed Huston 
of Smith and Huston 

• April: Blast Effects on Struc-
tures by Dennis M. McCann, 
Ph.D., P.E. 

• May: Ryan Edwards & Chris 
Burnett presented the new: 
Simpson Strong Frame, Or-
dinary Moment Frame  

White Paper: 
A white paper on ‘The Study 
of Structural Failures Associ-
ated with the Winter Snow 
Event of 2008-2009 in the Spo-
kane and Coeur d’ Alene area 
was produced by the following 
members of the ad hoc com-
mittee:  Robert Graper (chair), 
Krista Brown, Brett Danielson, 
Robert Green, Randall LaP-
lante, Timothy Lawton, Darcy 
Morden, William Rafferty, 
Joseph Scholze, and Tony 
Stenlund.  The paper presents 
findings and recommendations 
and is posted on the website 
www.seaw.org. 
Seminars/Training 
Seminars included an informa-
tive presentation from Ed 
Huston on the ‘Alternate Wind 
Load Method of the IBC 2009’ 
in February, as well as, ATC-
20 Training in May by Paul 
Brallier, chairman of SEAW’s 
Disaster Preparedness and Re-
sponse Committee.  Looking 
forward, the seminar commit-
tee will be offering a code up-
date seminar next fall. 
Young Members Forum: 
The Young Members Forum 
(YMF) was established this 

(Continued from page 4) year with the help of chair 
Miles Bullock.  It has been a 
huge success with 38 mem-
bers to date.  Members are 35 
years or younger and are a 
combination of SEAW mem-
bers and college students.  
Monthly meetings were held 
at O'Doherty's Irish Grill in 
downtown Spokane with 
appetizers provided by the 
chapter.  Meetings were in-
formative and supportive 
with the intent to bridge the 
gap of knowledge between 
members.  YMF also ar-
ranged a tour of the local 
Scafco Plant and volunteered 
for Habitat for Humanity. 
SEA 2011 NW Conference 
Planning for the SEA 2011 
NW Conference is underway 
with a joint committee of 
members from both the Spo-
kane and South Central 
Chapter.  Mark your calen-
dars and plan on attending:  
‘These Changing Times’ 
September 22nd & 23rd 2011, 
at the Spokane Red Lion at 
the Park.  This conference is 
guaranteed to be a great 
learning experience with the 
opportunity to obtain up 10 
PDH’s.  Fall is beautiful time 
to visit Spokane!   
Finally, I want to extend a 
huge thank you to the board, 
the membership at large, the 
YMF, and the various com-
mittee members who make 
this organization so special 
and well respected.  It has 
been an honor to serve you.     
Outgoing Board 2009-2010 
President: Andrea Hougen; 
Vice President: Duke Turner; 
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave 
Giordano; Past President:  
Robert Graper; Director:  
Lynn Burton; Director: Joe 
Scholze; Director: Jeff Van 
Leuven; Seminar Chair: 
Robert Green. 
Incoming Board 2010-2011 
President: Duke Turner; Vice 
President: Bret Heckenberg;  

Annual Chapter Reports Annual Chapter Reports, cont’d 
Secretary/Treasurer: Dave 
Giordano; Past President: 
Andrea Hougen; Director:  
Lynn Burton; Director: Joe 
Scholze; Director: Jeff Van 
Leuven; Seminar Chair: 
Robert Green. 
Andrea Hougen, Outgoing 
President 
andreahougen@comcast.net 

South Central 
Chapter 
The South Central Chapter 
has not changed much this 
past year.  Jill Shuttleworth 
and I have kept the Chapter 
functioning with the help and 
support of some key members 
(Harvey Lighthouse, Anthony 
Cockbain, and Alan McKeel).  
Our thanks to these folks. 
Our chapter’s meetings are 
held on the evening of the 
third Thursday of the month 
in Sunnyside.  The meetings 
have been generally attended 
by a core of 7-10 people with 
others showing up as they can 
make it.  I feel that this core is 
what makes the time and ef-
fort worth it.  Overall mem-

bership for the Chapter has 
increased slightly and consid-
ering the economy, this is 
remarkable. 
Some of the topics for our 
speakers at our meetings were 
steel design, heavy timber 
truss repair/replacement, lat-
eral loads on retaining walls 
and the standbys of Truss-
joist & Simpson.  The high 
point of our year in education 
was the Wind Seminar in Feb-
ruary in Pasco.  The speaker 
at the seminar was Ed Huston 
and anyone who has had the 
pleasure of attending one of 
Ed’s seminars knows how 
good they are. 
We intend to have a summer 
picnic up Chinook Pass this 
year if we can get it organized 
and finalized like we did last 
summer.  It was well attended 
and a lot of fun.  If you are 
interested get in touch with 
Jill or me later this month.  
Stop by and have a beer and a 
dog. 
 John A. Tate, Outgoing 
President 
jatce@charter.net 

New Member Service: 
 

Online Resume Posting 
SEAW Members can now post a summary of their resume 
on the SEAW website. The new service is available on the 
Member side of the website (login required) by clicking on 
the Job Board tab in the main menu bar, then Post a Re-
sume in the sub-menu bar. 

A form appears with fill-in fields for name, previous em-
ployer, contact information and a summary of experience 
and qualifications. A final field allows for a hyperlink to an 
online profile such as LinkedIn. 

A field can be left blank by hitting the space key in the field 
box. 

Upon submission, postings are forwarded to the SEAW of-
fice for approval. Resumes of current (dues paid) members 
will be approved for posting.  Once approved, resumes will 
appear on the public side of the website in the Resources 
area, and on the Member Side in the Job Board.  

Postings will expire after four months.  
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SEAW STANDING COMMITTEES 

Committee Chair Phone E-mail 

Building Engineering Scott Beard 253/591-5019 sbeard@cityoftacoma.org 

Code Advisory John Hooper 206/292-1200 jhooper@mka.com 

Disaster Prep.  Paul Brallier 425/456-8500 brallip@consultant.wsdot.wa.gov 

Earthquake Eng. Tom Xia 425/827-2238 txia@dci-engineers.com 

Education Joe Ferzli 425/455-2144 joef@ckcps.com 

Exam Ed Huston 206/448-8448 huston@smithhustoninc.com 

Existing Buildings Peter Somers 206/292-1200 psomers@mka.com 

Legislative Matthew Toton 206/331-2727 mtoton@toton-structural.com 

Prof. Practices John Tawresey 206/622-5822 johntaw@aol.com 

Public Information Cale Ash 206/262-9240 cash@degenkolb.com 

Scholarship Bill Mooseker 206/776-0646 cascadebill@comcast.net 

Snow Load John Tate 509/972-3079 jatce@charter.net  

Sustainability Marjorie Lund 206/567-5721 marjorie@lundandeverton.com  

Wind Engineering Scott Douglas 425/827-2238 sdouglas@dci-engineers.com 

Representatives to Related Organizations: 

Western Council Ed Huston 206/448-8448 huston@smithhustoninc.com 

NCSEA Rep Chun Lau 425/827-2238 clau@dci-engineers.com 

BSSC Rep Doug Wilson 425/741-3800 dwilson@reidmidd.com  

SEAW/WABO Mark D’Amato 425/827-2238 mdamato@dci-engineers.com 

YOU can help SEAW uphold the highest standards  
of Structural Engineering.  

Join a Committee TODAY! 

Building Engineering 

Longtime Building Engineering chair Philip 
Brazil retired from the committee this year, and 
was replaced by committee member Scott 
Beard of the Southwest Chapter. New members 
are welcome. Contact Scott at 
sbeard@cityoftacoma.org 

Code Advisory Committee 

Administrative 
The Code Advisory Committee (CAC) was 
formed in January 2007 to coordinate the codes 
and standards development efforts of SEAW’s 
statewide committees.  The CAC membership 
consists of the chairs of the standing commit-
tees, along with the overall chair, as shown 
below. 
CAC Chair, John Hooper; Building Engineer-
ing Committee, Scott Beard; Earthquake Engi-
neering Committee, Tom Xia; Wind Engineer-
ing Committee; Scott Douglas; Professional 
Practice Committee,  John Tawresey; Existing 
Building Committee, Peter Somers 
The goals of the committee are as follows: 
• Coordinate and organize SEAW’s participa-

tion in codes and standards development 
• Determine official SEAW representation and 

travel funds allocation of the statewide com-
mittees. 

Issues addressed by the CAC: 
• Careful stewardship of SEAW’s expendi-

tures 
• SEAW’s image and how SEAW interfaces 

with NCSEA, and other organizations, on 
codes and standards development 

• The CAC will act as SEAW’s correlating 
committee to resolve conflicting positions 
between SEAW’s statewide committees. 

The CAC adopts the following approach for 
developing of an SEAW Code Change or Pub-
lic Comment: 
• A code change proposal is balloted by an 

SEAW Committee 
• If approved, it is sent to the other CAC 

members and is forwarded to NCSEA 
• It may be modified by one of the 4 NCSEA 

Subcommittees (Existing Buildings, Gen-
eral, QA, or Seismic) 

• If accepted by NCSEA, it will be promul-
gated as an NCSEA code change 

• If rejected by NCSEA, SEAW can still take 
it forward as an SEAW code change pro-
posal 

The CAC adopts the following process for 
establishing positions on code changes or pub-
lic comments prepared by others: 
• The affected SEAW Committee will estab-

lish its positions and will share the results 

with the CAC 
Activities in 2009-2010 
The CAC, along with SEAW Members Ted 
Smith and Ed Huston met in October 2009 
and accomplished the following: 
• reviewed the travel budgets for the com-

mittee 
• discussed the code change proposals 
• determined SEAW positions 
• determined representation at the Code 

Development Hearings scheduled for late 
October-early November in Baltimore 

The CAC decided not to reconvene prior to 
the Final Action Hearings that were held in 
May.  Several SEAW members were in at-
tendance representing various national or-
ganizations. 
John Hooper, Chair 
jhooper@mka.com 

Disaster Preparedness and 
Response Committee  
This past year the Disaster Preparedness and 
Response Committee joined with the local 
AIA Disaster Preparedness and Response 
Committee.  We hold meetings every 2 to 4 
months.  We have co-presented ATC-20 
classes in Seattle and Spokane, and an ATC-
45 class for post flood inspections in Seat-
tle.  Jon Siu spearheaded writing a WABO/
SEAW white paper on post earthquake 
evaluation procedures for when the work is 
performed for a fee and directly for a private 
entity.  Scott Douglas and Rachel Minnery
(AIA) arranged for local AIA and SEAW 
members to travel to Haiti to perform post 
earthquake building inspections under the 
auspices of Hands On Disaster Response 
(HODR).  Committee members helped coor-

(Continued on page 7) 
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SEAW RESIDENTIAL ENGINEER 
ONLINE REGISTRY 

As a service to homeowners, SEAW 
makes available a registry of member 
engineers available to perform residen-
tial work. Although SEAW does not 
make referrals of professional engi-
neering services, the list gives home-
owners a starting place from which to 
begin their selection process.  

If you would like to be included on the 
list, please e-mail your name, company 
and contact information to Lynnell at 
the SEAW office: seaw@seaw.org. The 
residential registry can be viewed on 
the web at www.seaw.org. 

dinate the fact-finding mission visit to the 
Chilean earthquake and are volunteering at 
the Chile EQ presentation on June 4.  We 
have collaborated with Professor Laura 
Lowes (UW) to support her grant proposals 
to develop tools to facilitate post-earthquake 
inspection of buildings.  Some work has been 
made on formal committee transition 
plans.  Finally, we are coordinating with the 
Oregon Chapter of SEA as they are develop-
ing their own Disaster Preparedness and Re-
sponse Committee. 
Our goals for the coming year are to continue 
presenting several ATC-20 classes a year 
(Including one in October 2010 to be taught 
by Ed Huston); continue working with King 
County DDES to register volunteer emer-
gency workers; present an ATC-45 class if 
the threat of flooding on the Green River is 
still elevated; strengthen ties with the AIA 
Disaster Preparedness and Response Com-
mittee; prepare emergency contact protocols 
to respond to an event in the Puget Sound 
area; and send another team to Haiti for 
building evaluations.  
Committee Membership Includes: 
Paul Brallier – Chairman; John Riley - Vice 
Chairman (pending confirmation by the com-
mittee) ; Scott Douglas; Jim DeSalvo - retired 

(Continued from page 6) -member emeritus; Rachel Minnery (AIA 
Liaison); Bernard Moore; Jim Walton; Mi-
chael Pena; Paul Grant; Rich Wyble; Chris 
Ricketts; Craig Stauffer; Dennis Pradere; Al 
Findlay; Shannon McConnell; Dave Swan-
son; Gregg Schrader; Jon Siu; Greg Gilda; 
Robyn Yang; Katrina Reed; Jessica Jenness. 
Paul Brallier, Chair 
brallip@consultant.wsdot.wa.gov 

Earthquake Engineering 
Committee  
The Earthquake Engineering Committee 
(EEC) has had a busy and productive year. 
EEC has over 80 participants, including 19 
voting members and over 60 corresponding 
members.  EEC typically holds meetings in 
March, May, September and November of 
each year. Additional meetings are often 
added over the year in response to building 
code change proposals and other special 
topics. Voting members are required to ballot 
on any formal committee positions and/or 
publications. All members are fully informed 
through emails about committee activities, 
meeting topics, committee/task-group work, 
and committee positions on building code 
revisions.  The following list highlights some 
of the activities the committee has done in 
this past year. 

Annual Committee Reports 
• Reviewed Washington state amendments 

to 2009 IBC and provided committee posi-
tions and comments for seismic related 
issues. 

• Reviewed 2009 NEHRP Provisions and 
participated in balloting as an institute 
member. 

• Reviewed the 2012 IBC code change pro-
posals and provided committee positions 
and comments for seismic related issues 

• Published a white paper for Special Rein-
forced Concrete Shear Walls as Building 
Frame Systems. 

• Hosted meetings for ongoing code devel-
opment and research topics such as the 
concrete anchors design per ACI Appendix 
D, the one-third stress increase for the 
CMU walls working stress design, per-
formance based design, the new uniform-
risk seismic map. 

• Hosted information meetings for recent 
major earthquakes in Haiti and Chile. Held 
special meetings and wrote response letter 
in the New York Times to refute misleading 
statements made by Mr. Yanev. 

EEC has long been working with other local 
and national organizations on seismic code 
and research developments, including 

(Continued on page 8) 

Are your 2010 Dues Paid?  
Log in to seaw@seaw.org and check today!  Online 

dues payment instructions are on page 14. 
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SEAOC, NCSEA Seismic Subcommittee, 
BSSC/ NEHRP, FEMA/CRSC. Members of 
the committee are also well involved in other 
national standard committees as individual 
members, such as ASCE-7, ACI, AISC, AISI, 
MSJC, and NDS. There are many new initia-
tives for seismic design and research that EEC 
will be interested in participating in the coming 
years. 
• Webinars series for seismic design code 

applications ( NCSEA initiative) 
• Improvement of the simplified seismic de-

sign procedures (NEHRP initiative) 
• Reducing risks of nonstructural earthquake 

damage (ATC-69) 
• Quantification of building seismic perform-

ance factors (ATC-63) 
• Performance based seismic design proce-

dures (ATC-58) 
• New edition of ASCE 31 and 41 for seismic 

evaluation and retrofit design ( ASCE 31/41) 
 If you are interested in joining the committee 
and participating committee meetings and/or 
activities, please contact Tom Xia at txia@dci-
engineers.com. 

Education Committee  
The Education Committee has been working 
on organizing a half-day seminar on “Guide to 
Design of Diaphragms, Chords, and Collec-
tors.” The intent was to have the seminar this 
Spring.  However, due to the soft economy and 
conflict with the Chilean and Haiti Earthquake 
Seminar, the new calendar date for the half-day 
seminar will be early October 2010.  The com-
mittee is having monthly meetings to organize 
seminars and discuss future educational pro-
grams.  The intent of the committee is to pro-
vide a minimum of 2 educational venues every 
year. 
Joe Ferzli, Chair 
joef@ckcps.com  

Exam  
The Washington State Board of Registration 
contracts with individuals to work on the Struc-
tural Engineering Exam. Since some SEAW 
members work on the exam, we have the op-
portunity of providing a liaison between our 
members and the Board of Registration. The 
SEAW Exam Committee fulfills this function. 
Washington and Oregon currently offer a com-
mon eight-hour Structural III exam.  Exami-
nees take this in-state written exam along with 
the National Council for the Examination of 
Engineering and Land Surveying (NCEES) 
eight-hour Structural II exam, for a total of 16 
hours of examination.  British Columbia offers 
this eight-hour Structural III exam as one of 
three pathways to their StructEng credential.  
The Washington State Board of Registration 

reported that thirty-six of one hundred sixty-
two candidates in Washington, Oregon and 
British Columbia passed the October 2008 
exam, a passing rate of 22.2%.  This is an in-
crease in the number of candidates and a 
slightly lower passing rate than those reported 
for the previous seven exams.  The change in 
statistics may be due, in part, to the passage of 
the Structural Engineering Practice Act and to 
the movement towards the new NCEES 16-
hour structural engineering exam (discussed 
below).  Engineers who design dams, cell tow-
ers, antennas, and other structures which are 
not regulated by the IBC or AASHTO codes, 
but who wish to obtain a Structural Engineer-
ing registration appear to have expanded the 
pool of candidates.  
The eight-hour Structural III exam format has 
four two-hour sections: an analysis and general 
code knowledge section, a concrete design 
section, a steel design section and a wood and 
masonry design section. Each of the four sec-
tions has an equal point value.  On the October 
2009 exam, the morning and afternoon portions 
of the exam each had two building problems 
and a bridge problem.  Candidates could 
choose to solve any two of the three problems.  
This allows the bridge candidates to solve a 
bridge problem and their choice of either of the 
two building problems.  Candidates whose 
experience had been largely in the design of 
bridge structures had 12-hours of bridge prob-
lems to attempt (eight hours of bridge problems 
on the NCEES Structural II exam and four 
hours of bridge problems on the Structural III 
exam).  The Washington State Board of Regis-
tration has mandated that at least four of the 16 
hours of examination must still test building 
structural knowledge. 
The Structural III examination focus is to pro-
vide a breadth/depth examination which acts as 
a companion to the NCEES Structural II exam. 
Having the analysis section and all of the major 
materials covered on each exam tests the 
breadth of the practice.  Having two hours of 
work in each section tests the depth of the prac-
tice.  By putting equal emphasis on the four 
sections, this format also removes any bias that 
might have been a result of having a higher 
percentage of the exam weight on any one 
subject.   There is a test matrix for the eight-
hour Structural III exam.  It is available from 
the Washington Board of Registration website.  
It is essential that candidates review the matrix. 
The Structural III exam goes beyond the Struc-
tural II exam by delving into more of the de-
tails of seismic design. This higher level is not 
typically required for the Structural II exam, 
which is given on a national basis in states 
where the seismic risk is often Seismic Design 
Category C or less. The Structural III exam is 
able to ask questions focused on zones of 
higher seismicity, typically Seismic Design 

Category D and above, as well as questions 
regarding the underlying philosophy of seis-
mic design and reasons for various seismic 
provisions. Since this is a departure from the 
Structural II exam, it is important that candi-
dates realize that a different level of prepara-
tion is required to successfully complete the 
Structural III exam.  The Structural III exam 
can also test other environmental conditions 
that we experience in the Pacific Northwest, 
such as high snow loads.  The Structural III 
Exam matrix also includes “verification of 
computer output.” 
Many of these candidates took the Structural 
II exam on the same weekend last October, 
although I understand that some of the suc-
cessful candidates made a point of taking the 
SE II in April and the SE III in October. By 
doing so, they were able to decrease the in-
tense pressure of taking 16 hours of examina-
tion in two days.  This philosophy makes a 
lot of sense when you consider that there are 
major differences in the depth of knowledge, 
especially seismic knowledge, tested on the 
two exams.   
Building problems on the April and October 
2010 NCEES Structural II exams and the 
October 2010 Washington/Oregon/British 
Columbia Structural III exam will be based 
on the 2006 IBC and referenced standards.  
Candidates should be aware that using any 
code other than the 2006 IBC on either of 
these exams could diminish their chances of 
passing that exam.   Bridge problems on the 
Structural III exam will be based on the 
AASHTO Standard Specifications for High-
way Bridges, Seventeenth Edition, the 
AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifica-
tions, Customary U.S. Units, 4th Edition, and 
the WSDOT Bridge Design Manual (latest 
version),  
California has adopted the same formula as 
Washington.  That is, it now offers its own in
-state written 8-hour Structural III exam and 
the NCEES 8-hour Structural II exam, for a 
total of 16 hours of examination.  Reciprocity 
is offered for the California and Washington 
exams.     
In April of 2011 NCEES will begin to offer a 
revised structural examination format.  This 
format will have an eight-hour vertical and 
incidental lateral load module and an eight-
hour lateral load module.  The vertical and 
incidental lateral load module would include 
lateral loads from soil, lateral loads due to 
eccentric placement of vertical loads, ice 
loads on bridges and similar lateral loads.  
The eight-hour lateral load module would 
include lateral loads induced by wind or 
seismic forces.  Each module would have to 
be successfully completed before a candidate 
could pass the examination.  This is similar 

(Continued on page 9) 
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membership in using and interpreting exist-
ing building codes and standards 

Administrative 
• The committee has initiated a more formal-

ized membership and voting policy. 
• There are currently 35 total members, 12 of 

which have been identified as Full Members.  
The remainder will be Corresponding Mem-
bers.   

• The committee generally meets in downtown 
Seattle on the first Thursday of alternate 
months.  Additional meetings are held as 
needed. 

Professional 
• The committee worked with the NCSEA 

Existing Building Committee during the 
current building code update cycle that con-
cluded in May.  Work during this code cycle 
(for the 2012 I-codes) covered IBC Chapter 
34 and the IEBC and included cleanup from 
the last code cycle and clarifications and 
improvement to the technical appendix chap-
ters in the IEBC.  It is expected that the 
EBC’s code development activities will 
largely cease for several years (until the 
2015 cycle begins). 

• The committee has continued to support the 
Seattle Department of Planning and Devel-
opment (DPD) in its review and develop-
ment of a potential mandatory retrofit ordi-
nance for unrein-
forced masonry 
buildings.  The EBC 
developed recom-
mendations for the 
technical provisions 
of the proposed ordi-
nance included some 
parametric studies 
and draft code lan-
guage.  Additional 
representative URM 
building examples 
applying the ordi-
nance technical pro-
visions are planned 
for this summer. 

• Several of the com-
mittee members will 
be involved with the 
ASCE Rehabilitation 
Standards Committee 
process for updating 
ASCE 31 and ASCE 
41.  Activity is ex-
pected to begin in the 
next several months. 

Potential Future Com-
mittee Activities 
• Package and make 

available via the 
SEAW web site the 
seismic retrofit ex-

Annual Committee Reports 
ample problems (concrete and URM) that 
were developed for the Fall 2008 existing 
building seminar. 

• Develop additional retrofit examples for 
common systems (tilt-up, steel braced 
frame, wood-frame). 

• Develop recommendations for use of vari-
ous rehabilitation standards for various 
types of buildings. 

• Develop white papers covering various 
topics identified during the 2008 seminar. 

• Develop resources for using the 2009 codes 
for existing buildings (IBC, IEBC, State 
amendments, Seattle amendments, other 
jurisdictions). 

• Develop a testing program to determine 
seismic properties for laminated wood deck 
diaphragms, a system common in older 
buildings in the area, but not included in 
the seismic standards. 

-Peter Somers, Chair  
psomers@mka.com 
 

Legislative Committee 

The SEAW Legislative Committee chair, 
Matt Toton, is currently out of the country 
working with the Army Corps of Engineers in 

(Continued on page 10) 

to the Architectural Exam, which has eight 
modules.  Each module would have a morning 
session with multiple choice problems and an 
afternoon session with constructed response 
(essay) questions.  The eight-hour lateral load 
building module will include at least two seis-
mic design problems set in Seismic Design 
Category D or above and a high wind problem.   
There is more information about the new struc-
tural examination format at the NCEES web-
site. 
Washington and Oregon will adopt this new 
exam format.  It will replace the current 
NCEES Structural II and state-specific Struc-
tural III exams currently being written.  Indi-
viduals who have successfully completed their 
structural licensing requirements in these three 
states would not be affected by this change.  
Individuals who have successfully completed 
the Structural III examination, but have not 
successfully completed the Structural II exami-
nation would have one more opportunity to 
pass that examination in October 2010.  Even 
after the new 16-hour exam is affered by 
NCEES, the Oregon and Washington State 
Boards of Registration will offer the Structural 
III examination one additional time in October 
2011 to assist those engineers who are working 
through this transition.  Thus individuals who 
have successfully completed the Structural II 
examination, but have not successfully com-
pleted the Structural III examination will have 
two more opportunities to pass that examina-
tion in October 2010 or October 2011.  Anyone 
who has not completed the Structural II and 
Structural III exams in these administrations 
will have to sit for the new 16-hour exam to 
gain registration as a structural engineer. 
Washington State owes a debt of gratitude to 
the 33 structural engineers who work on the 
four exam committees.   SEAW would also 
like to thank the structural engineers from Ore-
gon and British Columbia who helped grade 
the 2009 exams. 
Ed Huston, Exam Committee Chair 
Huston@smithhustoninc.com 

Existing Buildings Committee 

Committee Mission 
• Serve as a technical resource for SEAW 

membership 
• Participate in the development process for 

codes and standards related to existing build-
ings 

• Serve as a resource for local jurisdictions in 
support existing building codes and stan-
dards 

• Develop and/or sponsor seminars related to 
existing buildings 

• Develop code resources and design exam-
ples for existing buildings to assist SEAW 

(Continued from page 8) 
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introduced, the tax would have been tripled 
with most of funds diverted to the general 
fund budget.  The measure was amended to 
lower the increased tax to about 0.5 percent 
with no general fund diversion.  It continues 
to be deliberated during the special session.  
The Washington Construction Industry Coun-
cil opposes the bill because it diverts petro-
leum product taxes from transportation pur-
poses. 
Two-thirds Majority Requirement for Tax 
Increases / I-960 (ESSB 6130 – PASSED)
(Chapter 4, Laws of 2010).  The legislature 
suspended voter-approved Initiative 960-- 
which requires a two-thirds majority vote of 
the legislature to raise taxes.  The Washington 
Construction Industry Council opposed over-
turning I-960.  The two-thirds vote require-
ment is reinstated after July 1, 2011. 
For more information on the activities and 
membership of the AELC visit the website 
www.aelcwashington.org. 
George Gimas, Interim Chair 
ggimas@toton-structural.com 
 

Public Information Committee 
During the past year, the Public Information 
Committee has worked to increase the visibil-
ity of SEAW and the excellent work of our 
membership. We have assisted the Earth-
quake Engineering Committee in preparing 
and issuing recent press releases concerning 
structural engineering observations from the 
Haitian and Chilean earthquakes. The com-
mittee continues to help organize the SEAW 
booth at the annual Engineering Fair; part of 
national Engineers Week. 
In the coming year we will continue to estab-
lish our network with media, news, and other 
publications. We will look towards the mem-
bers of each state chapter to identify those 
local issues that would benefit from the sup-
port of our statewide committee. Our goal is 
to establish SEAW and our members as the de 
facto source for reliable structural engineering 
information and to enhance the public com-
mentary. 
Committee meetings are typically held 
monthly on the first Tuesday of the month. 
Current members include: Cale Ash, Ade 
Bright, Peter Opsahl, Jared Plank, Griffin 
Thornock. 
For more information or to join the Public 
Information Committee email distribution list, 
please contact Cale Ash at 
cash@degenkolb.com. 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

Afghanistan. George Gimas has been acting 
as interim chair and attending the Architects 
& Engineers Legislative Council (AELC) 
meetings.  During the legislative session the 
AELC meets weekly to review and discuss 
current legislation before the state house and 
senate.  When the legislature is in recess, 
AELC meets monthly to prepare for the next 
legislative session.  
Currently the state legislature is in recess and 
the AELC will be meeting on July 7, Septem-
ber 1, October 6, November 3, and December 
1.  During this time AELC will be concentrat-
ing its efforts on an indemnification bill, a 
construction liability bill, the Qualification-
Based Selection Law, and a continuing pro-
fessional development bill.  Also, AELC will 
take this time between regular legislative 
sessions to elect new officers, and discuss 
membership issues. We encourage any of our 
professionals interested in assisting the moni-
toring of future legislative issues to contact 
Matt at mtoton@toton-structural.com or 
George at ggimas@toton-structural.com. 
This year’s regular legislative session had 
more than 1,600 bills introduced with nearly 
260 bills being passed and submitted to the 
governor.  There were roughly 40 bills that 
were monitored during this session with sev-
eral having a direct impact on the design pro-
fessional.  Our legislative lobbyists, Cliff 
Webster and James Curry, prepared a short 
overview of legislation that concern design 
professionals, which I have included below. 
LIABILITY 
Residential Construction Liability (2SHB 
1393, SSB 6701 – DIED) AELC Rating: -H.  
These bills address residential construction 
liability through statutory warranties, alternative 
dispute resolution, increased consumer educa-
tion, and licensing of contractors and trades-
men.  Each bill would have created damaging 
liability and insurance issues for design profes-
sionals doing residential design.  Neither cham-
ber could garner enough votes for passage when 
it became clear that a construction industry-
backed amendment would be successfully 
added to the bill in the Senate. 
Wrongful Death (2ESSB 6508 – DIED) 
AELC Rating: -M.  This bill would remove 
the age limit for recovering damages in the 
wrongful death of child at age 18, and also 
would allow for recovery of non-economic 
damages in these claims.  The Liability Reform 
Coalition worked with state and local govern-
ments to amend the bill to eliminate joint and 
several liability for government entities for 
these new claims.  The bill died when the 
House refused to accept the amendment and the 
Senate refused to approve the bill without this 
limit on government liability. 

(Continued from page 9) Limits on Indemnification Agreements for 
Design Professionals (HB 3208 – DIED).  
The bill limits the use of indemnification 
agreements by state and local governments in 
contracts with design consultants.  Under the 
bill, indemnification agreements would only 
be enforceable to the extent of a consultant’s 
fault. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING / A&E 
SELECTION 
False Claims Act (SB 5144 – DIED) AELC 
Rating: -M.  This bill allows private plaintiff 
attorneys to bring a civil action against any 
person who presents a false or fraudulent 
claim for payment to the government.  If suc-
cessful, the private party would be awarded 
between 25-30 percent of the recovered value 
plus attorney’s fees, creating an incentive to 
file lawsuits against government contractors 
whenever there is a disagreement with the 
contracting agency over the cost of a project. 
Prevailing Wage Expansion (HB 1992 – 
DIED).  The bill would have expanded the 
state’s prevailing wage requirements to pri-
vate construction projects that involve tax 
incentives, public loans and grants, or public 
land that is sold or leased. 
Commercial Activities by State Govern-
ment (HB 2808 – DIED).  This bill would 
prohibit a state agency from engaging in com-
mercial activities, unless an exception is 
granted by the office of financial manage-
ment. 
LICENSING  
Architecture Practice Act Update (ESSB 
5529 – PASSED) (Governor Signed) AELC 
Rating: +L.  The American Institute of Ar-
chitects/Washington Council completed a six-
year effort to update the architect licensing 
law.  An agreement on the 4,000-square foot 
rule was reached with the Associated General 
Contractors that had held up the bill in previ-
ous years. 
Continuing Education Requirements for 
Engineers (SHB 2602 – DIED). This bill 
would establish mandatory continuing educa-
tion requirements for engineers.  In the alter-
native, legislators have asked the Department 
of Licensing to study the issue and report 
back prior to the 2011 session. 
Other. Proposals to license soil and wetland 
scientists (SSB 5698, HB 3075) and interior 
designers (HB 1608/SB 5514) were once 
again unsuccessful. 
TAXES/FEES 
Hazardous Substance Tax Increase (2SHB 
3181/SSB 6851).  This bill would increase the 
existing model toxics control act tax 
(MTCA), which receives roughly 85 percent 
of funding from petroleum, to help pay for 
storm water cleanup projects.  As originally 
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Scholarship Committee 

The SEAW Scholarship Committee re-
viewed the submittals of five applicants 
for the 2010 award. Schools represented 
were Gonzaga, Oregon State, University 
of Portland, Old Dominion, and Washing-
ton State University.  One applicant was a 
sophomore, and not yet eligible.  After the 
interviews, the consensus of the commit-
tee was that Seth Thomas be awarded the 
2010 Scholarship.  The committee found 
him to be a solid student (3.31 GPA) who 
has made the most of his opportunities, 
including an internship with Dekenkolb 
Engineers in Portland.  He was active in 
the UW's ASCE Canoe team for three 
years, and was captain of the team in 
2009. Even though he is now at Oregon 
State for graduate school, he is serving as 
an adviser to this year’s UW canoe team. 
The Scholarship Committee will convene 
in June to plan changes to the application 
process and establishment of improved 
communication between SEAW and engi-
neering schools. 
Scholarship committee members include 
Bill Mooseker, chair; Dave Peden (1985 
Scholarship awardee), and Howard Burton 
(1988 awardee). 
Bill Mooseker 
cascade_bill@comcast.net 

Snow Load Committee 

There has not been much movement with 
regard to changes in snow load design for 
the fiscal year 09-10 as the design provi-
sions within ASCE 7 have not changed.  
The Snow Load Analysis for Washington 
along with the WABO-SEAW White Pa-
per on Snow Load Regulations and Engi-
neering Practices  remain the definitive 
documents for assisting with snow load 
design within Washington. 
There have been a few questions regarding 
the relevance of the document and the 
application of the document with the 
White Paper.  These questions have been 
answered and these two publications stand 
in good stead. 
Again, my hat is off to the persons who 
produced the 2nd Edition.  They did some 
really wonderful work. 
John A. Tate, P.E., S.E. 
jatce@charter.net 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Sustainability Committee 

The newly instated Sustainable Design com-
mittee has been meeting monthly since Decem-
ber of 2009. We usually have 10 to 15 mem-
bers at a meeting and 40 members overall. We 
have established a Yahoo Groups site for shar-
ing information among ourselves and maintain-
ing an ongoing dialog as issues arise. In our 
few months of existence we have written a 
feature paper for the Equilibrium on Supple-
mental Cementitious Materials and have a few 
other articles planned for issues this fall. We 
have reviewed the initial draft version of the 
ICC International Green Building Code and 
have had lively discussions about the implica-
tions of codes dictating sustainability. We have 
held an internal seminar from an expert in car-
bon assessment and life cycle analysis. 
Our first accomplishment as a committee was 
to survey the general SEAW membership to 
determine current knowledge and interest in 
sustainability. We were pleased to have 146 
people respond to the online survey and give us 
a good sense of their interests and concerns. 
This led us to the understanding that a series of 
articles on practical topics would be well re-
ceived. We hope to also be able to offer semi-
nars in the future. 
One of our most interesting developments is 
the complexity of developing a definition of 
sustainable design that is met with a general 
consensus. As a relatively new term, there are 
mixed interpretations of the purpose of sustain-
ability, application for structural engineering, 
and ability to quantitatively measure the value 
of any implemented process. We have yet to 
complete our definition as a committee but 
have had some fun conversations on the topic 
both in meetings and online! 
Our near and long term goals will include pro-
viding better access to relevant information and 
continuing to produce articles for the general 
SEAW membership. We also have begun to 
connect with other sustainable design organiza-
tions including committees in AIA and 
SEAOC, as well as the green building industry 
as a whole. We hope to eventually go beyond 
the role of disseminating information to be-
coming advocates for “responsible” sustainable 
design! 
To participate in the committee or to offer 
suggestions for our research, please contact 
Marjorie Lund at 
marjorie@lundandeverton.com 

Wind Engineering Committee 

2009-2010 has been a busy year for the Wind 
Engineering Committee.  The Wind Commit-
tee is finalizing revising and updating the 
SEAW Wind Commentary (ATC – 60) that 
was published in the past.  This document 
discusses the wind provisions of the 2006 
and 2009 International Building Codes and 
the ASCE-7 Standard, 2005 Edition, and how 
they relate to our profession. 
Members of the committee have presented 
seminars across the country this year with the 
adaption of the 2006 IBC in jurisdictions 
across the country and publication of the 
2009 IBC. 
Members of our committee have also been 
involved on various committees around the 
country relating to the wind load provisions.  
We have members who work on the ASCE 7 
Wind Load Subcommittee, NCSEA Code 
Advisory Committee, NCSEA Wind Engi-
neering Committee, and the IBC Structural 
Committees.  We worked to offer input to the 
provisions of each of these codes and stan-
dards with a major effort this past year work-
ing with the ASCE 7 Wind Load Subcom-
mittee on the provisions for the 2010 ASCE 
7 Standard and working to keep the Simpli-
fied Wind Design Procedure developed by 
the Tri-States Wind Committees in the 2012 
IBC. 
A sincere thanks to the 8 to 10 volunteers 
who give of their lunch hours and afternoons 
to participate on the committee.  We are 
always looking for new members to partici-
pate on the committee and have recently 
been holding some of our meetings by con-
ference call.  Thus, we welcome anyone from 
across the state that would like to participate 
as a full member or a corresponding member. 
Scott Douglas has accepted the position as 
Chairman of the Wind Engineering Commit-
tee.  Scott has been a diligent member of the 
committee for years and a great supporter of 
the Structural Engineers of Washington in 
general.  I thank him for accepting this posi-
tion and look forward to working with him. 
Scott can be reached at: sdouglas@dci-
engineers.com 
Don Scott, Past Chairman 
 

(Continued on page 12) 

Seattle Chapter Summer Casual Meeting 
Tuesday, August 24, 2010  6:00 PM Corinthian Yacht Club 
Watch your e-mail for details and plan to join us! 
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ence will be held in Jersey City, NJ, and our 
new delegate Chun Lau will be representing 
SEAW at that event. 
Don’t miss next year’s NCSEA Winter Insti-
tute located in Jacksonville, FL, on February 
25-26, 2011.  The two day event is entitled 
“Deferred Submittals: Current State of Practice 
Regarding Specialty Engineered Systems” and 
provides continuing education credits.  Take a 
look at the website www.ncsea.com for addi-
tional information regarding next year’s Winter 
Institute and other NCSEA-sponsored upcom-
ing events, including webinars and seminars. 
NCSEA Committee Work 
There are many NCSEA Committees which 
perform much of the work behind the scenes 
that greatly benefit our profession.  While most 
of us will soon begin using the 2009 IBC this 
summer, the code change process is already 
underway for the next version of the I-Codes, 
to be published in early 2012.  Members of the 
five NCSEA Code Advisory Sub-Committees 
recently attended 2012 ICC Code Development 
Hearings.   The major structural design change 
in the 2012 IBC will be its adoption of the 
updated version of the Minimum Loads stan-
dard, ASCE 7-10.  One of the most significant 
changes to this standard is the substantive tech-
nical and editorial revisions to the wind design 
requirements.  NCSEA’s Existing Buildings 
Sub-Committee also continues work on IBC 
Chapter 34, adjusting some of the major revi-
sions successfully proposed for the 2009 code, 
and continuing its proactive development of 
the International Existing Building Code 
(IEBC). 

The NCSEA Basic Education Committee is 
seeking structural engineers to be liaisons 
with universities and students, to increase the 
interaction of practicing structural engineers 
with students and faculty at universities 
around the country, including more involve-
ment in State and National SEA events.  If 
you are interested in helping as a liaison, 
please e-mail Brian Quinn 
(Brian.Quinn@FindYourEngineer.com) or 
Lisa Willard 
(Lisa.Willard@FindYourEngineer.com) and 
let them know which university you are inter-
ested in communicating with.  The estimated 
time commitment for this liaison role is less 
than eight hours per year.   
The ICC Evaluation Service, Inc. (ICC-ES) 
and NCSEA have just recently signed an 
agreement that will provide active NCSEA 
participation and support for the ICC-ES 
Evaluation Program. Under this agreement, 
NCSEA will establish panels of experts to 
review proposed acceptance criteria for com-
plex structural products and systems.  After a 
review, the assigned panel will provide a 
report to ICC-ES staff and the Evaluation 
Committee.  Evaluation reports, based on 
acceptance criteria developed through this 
process, will ensure report users that a bal-
anced and thorough approach has been ap-
plied when considering alternative structural 
products and systems.  Also under the agree-
ment, there will be joint efforts to educate 
users of evaluation reports on the proper use 
and application of the acceptance criteria and 
evaluation reports. 
As NCEES will be offering a new 16-hour 
Structural Exam starting April 2011 (see 
report by Exam committee), NCSEA is ex-
ploring the possibility of offering an SE Re-
view Course in webinar format for the new 
SE exam.  Since SEAW has an established 
SE refresher course, SEAW has indicated to 
NCSEA of an interest to partner in this effort.  
Stay tuned for further development as we 
may be calling for participants in this effort 
in the near future. 
Like all organizations, we need new volun-
teers who are willing to actively serve to 
promote the cause of structural engineering 
by participating on one of the committees, 
like the examples we discussed above.  If you 
are interested in getting involved with an 
NCSEA committee, please check out the 
website at www.ncsea.com for more informa-
tion or contact Chun Lau, our new NCSEA 
delegate, to help you get in touch with the 
appropriate committee chairperson. 
John Riley & Chun Lau 
clau@dci-engineers.com 
 
 

Annual Committee Reports 

NCSEA  Report 

By Delegates John Riley & Chun Lau 
The National Council of Structural Engineers 
Associations (NCSEA) is now in its 18th year 
of existence, and is currently comprised of 43 
regional or state Member Organizations (MO) 
from the United States and Canada and grow-
ing.  The Member Organization Development 
Committee continues to strive to get every state 
or regional area represented in NCSEA by first 
helping to set up a local SEA in that location.   
Annual Conference   
NCSEA held its 17th Annual Conference at the 
Fort McDowell Radisson Hotel in Scottsdale, 
AZ this past October, 2009.  John Riley at-
tended the event as SEAW’s state delegate and 
Scott Douglas attended as our alternate dele-
gate.  SEAW was well represented with a total 
of five engineers in attendance, and the confer-
ence had a record number of vendor exhibitors 
attending, which helped to make it a financial 
success.   
We had another successful Annual Conference 
as NCSEA continues to grow and gain national 
prominence and recognition through the ongo-
ing hard work of its many vital committees, 
Board members, monthly Structure Magazine 
publications, and the supporting state MOs.  
During this past year, our National Council 
gained four new Member Organizations with 
the addition of the Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Mississippi and North Carolina.  This upcom-
ing October, the 18th Annual NCSEA Confer-

(Continued from page 11) 

NCSEA Call For Entries 
Deadline is Friday, July 9, 2010 

The National Council of Structural Engineers Associations (NCSEA) an-
nounces the Call for Entries for its thirteenth annual Excellence in Structural 
Engineering Awards Program. This program annually highlights some of the 
bes examples of structural engineering ingenuity throught the world. Struc-
tural engineers and structural engineering firms are encouraged to enter this 
year’s program. 

Up to three awards will be presented in eight categories: New Buildings Un-
der $10M, New Buildings $10M to $30M, New Buildings $30M to $100M, 
New Buildings Over $100M, New Bridges/Transportation Structures, Interna-
tional Structures, Renovation/Retrofit Structures and Other Structures. Eligi-
ble projects must have been completed between 01.01.07 and 12.31.09. 

Entries are due on Friday, July 9, 2010. Awards will be presented in October at 
the NCSEA Annual Meeting in Jercy City, New Jersey. Winning projects will 
be featured in future issues of STRUCTURE Magazine. For award program 
rules, project eligibility, and entry forms, see the Call for Entries on the 
NCSEA website at www.ncsea.com. 
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Annual Committee Reports 
Western Council  

The objective of the Western Council of 
Structural Engineers Associations (WCSEA) 
organization, historically formalized in 1964, 
is to organize the “Western Roundups” and 
to provide a medium through which the ac-
tivities of the individual member associations 
can be coordinated and action can be taken 
on problems or concerns of common interest. 
Although not a separate entity within the 
National Council of Structural Engineers 
Association (NCSEA), the WCSEA contin-
ues to serve western member organizations 
as a regional entity for shared knowledge and 
information. All member associations of 
WCSEA belong to both organizations.   
Annual delegate meetings are held at the 
time and in locations suggested by the host 
chapter and agreed upon by the Governing 
Board during the preceding annual meeting.  
Conventions, known as “Western Round-
ups,” are held every three years. The 
Roundup location typically rotates between 
the member organizations.  This year SE-
ABC is hosting the Western Roundup in 
Whistler, BC on October 21st  to 23rd. 
The 2009 Annual Meeting started with an 
Applied Technology Council (ATC) Report. 
The WCSEA has one delegate to the ATC 
Board of Directors.  That delegate is ap-
pointed by one of the Western Council mem-
ber organizations on a rotating basis.  The 
delegate rotation is from the SEAs of Wash-
ington, Oregon, Hawaii, Idaho, Arizona, and 
British Columbia. The current delegate is 
Don Scott from SEAW.   
There was much interest in sharing of 
WCSEA member organization seminars and 
information.  SEAW has traveled and given 
their wind and/or seismic seminars in Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, and Arizona. 
NWCMA developed and presented a ma-
sonry seminar which was offered in Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, and Arizona.  British 
Columbia has a non-code specific seismic 
seminar available on line.  The Association 
of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists 
of BC (APEGBC), is the parent organization, 
www.apeg.bc.ca . WCSEA member organi-
zations will receive a discount on all 
APEGBC seminars, paying only APEGBC 
member rates. Seminars are interactive with 
a sound card.  SEAW has a pre-dinner mini-
seminar format, with a 20-30 minute presen-
tation on topics such as new codes, prior to 
the monthly dinner meeting. Other SEAs 
may consider this format. The SEAW web-
site has some of these free educational semi-
nars at www.seaw.org. The SEAO website 
has a sample IBC QA plan with commentary.  
Oregon requires 30 hours of Continuing Edu-
cation every two years with a 15-hour carry-

over to another year.  Washington and Idaho 
have Land Surveying continuing education 
only, but are pursuing a PE requirement. 
Arizona has no requirements.  A WCSEA list 
will be collated for its members. 
-Ed Huston, WCSEA Representative 
huston@smithhustoninc.com 
 

Washington Seismic Safety 
Committee 
The Washington Seismic Safety Committee 
(SSC) continues to be active, meets every 
other month, and has several key initiatives 
in progress that are of particular interest to 
SEAW members. 
1. The SSC in cooperation with the Washing-
ton State Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Washington State Emergency 
Management, Washington State Department 
of Natural Resources, Washington Associa-
tion of Building Officials, and Structural 
Engineers Association of Washington 
through a call for volunteers has initiated a 
pilot project to evaluate the seismic perform-
ance of school buildings in the Walla Walla 
and Aberdeen School Districts.  These dis-
tricts were chosen due to their location and 
limited number of school buildings.  Each 
district has seven to ten buildings.  The pur-
pose of the pilot program is to develop a 
method of rapidly evaluating and categoriz-
ing school buildings with the end goal of 
establishing a funded state-wide program that 
will evaluate and prioritize schools for seis-
mic hazard throughout the state. 
The program will include site-specific infor-
mation on the earthquake hazard at each 
building completed by the Department of 
Natural Resources and an abbreviated ASCE 
31 Tier 1 Seismic evaluation completed by 
volunteer structural engineers.  Each district 
has seven to ten buildings so we are looking 
for a minimum of six SEAW volunteers for 
each district to work in three teams of two.  
More volunteers would certainly be wel-
come.  We have structural drawings available 
and anticipate a single day site visit to each 
district which will include a visit to each 
building.  Funding is available for travel 
costs associated with the site visits so no out-
of-pocket expenses are expected for the vol-
unteers.  Following the site visits information 
on the building construction, seismic hazard, 
and structural and nonstructural seismic defi-
ciencies obtained from the ASCE 31 Tier 1 
evaluations will be collected and summarized 
in a brief report. 
We are planning for site visits to be con-
ducted in July, completion of evaluations in 
August and September, and completion of 
reports in October and November.  In addi-

tion to the site visit it is anticipated that each 
volunteer will be asked to spend 10 to 20 
hours on this activity over the four-month 
period from August to November.  This will 
be a great opportunity to gain experience 
with ASCE 31 and to be a part of crafting 
what is planned to be a future state wide 
effort.  If you are interested in participating 
in this effort please contact Stacy Bartoletti 
at 206-605-9410 or sbarto-
letti@degenkolb.com. 
2. The SSC continues to make progress on 
advancing the Resilient Washington State 
(RWS) initiative.  The RWS initiative is a 
strategic planning process for achieving state
-level resilience with respect to earthquake 
hazard.  The planning process will identify 
actions and policies before, during, and after 
an earthquake event that can leverage exist-
ing policies, plans, and initiatives to realize 
community disaster resilience within a 50-
year life cycle.  RWS will identify means to 
coordinate agencies, public-private partner-
ships, and standards towards this same goal. 
The RWS subcommittee of the SSC has been 
working to formulate the framework for this 
initiative and has obtained funding from 
FEMA for a staff position to help organize 
the effort and edit the documents that will be 
produced.  It is anticipated that several work-
shops will be held in the late summer to fall 
time frame to solicit other input and form 
subgroups that will tackle specific tasks.  
SEAW members will be invited to participate 
in these workshops with more information to 
come. 
3. The SSC is cooperating with the Washing-
ton State Office of Superintendant of Public 
Instruction, Washington State Emergency 
Management, and FEMA to develop a pro-
gram to train teachers and school administra-
tors on proper earthquake safety in schools.  
The program is intended to result in a four-
hour training program that is a modified 
version of a 10-hour FEMA training pro-
gram.  It is anticipated that the program will 
be available later this year. 
Stacy Bartoletti, SEAW liaison 
sbartol@degenkolb.com 
 

Engineering is an activity 
other than purely manual 
and physical work which 
brings about the utiliza-
tion of the materials and 
laws of nature for the 
good of humanity. 

-R. E. Hellmund, 1929 
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Have You Paid Your 2010 Dues? 
Not sure if your dues are paid?  Visit www.seaw.org and log in to 
the members only portion of the website (default login name is 
your e-mail address, password is your first name). Click on “My 
Membership” then select “Membership Renewal” in the gray 
menu bar. The “Select an Invoice” box will show if you have any 
outstanding dues invoices.  Follow the prompts to pay your dues. 

Financial Report 2010 
As in other recent years, there is a 
budgeted deficit; however the budget 
for this year is comfortable, with 
some funds available for discretion-
ary spending if needed.  For the last 
several years we have had budgets 
that predicted similar deficits, but 
actual spending has been under 
budget and income has exceeded our 
modest expectations in enough cate-
gories, particularly seminar income, 
so our actual deficits were much less.  
The seminar income for 2009 and 
early 2010 has been low, but the sur-
plus from 2008 has kept us reasona-
bly comfortable.  As usual, the board 
wanted to provide adequate funding 
for all items on the list.  As always, 
our representatives are doing an in-
credible job locally and nationally in 
the interest of both the public and the 
structural engineering community. 
The Scholarship Fund has been re-
maining fairly constant.  In 2009, we 
had an unusually large number of 
exceptional candidates.  The board 
followed the recommendation of the 
Scholarship committee and awarded 
a record three full $3000 scholar-
ships.  In 2010 the board again fol-
lowed the committee’s recommenda-
tion and awarded only one scholar-
ship.  You may notice that the online 
dues payment process now allows for 
Scholarship donations in addition to 
regular dues payments.  Quite a few 
members have made contributions in 
that manner.  The board has created a 
committee to accelerate progress to-
ward setting up a tax exempt entity, 
possibly a Foundation and/or 501(c)3 
to control the Scholarship, Emer-
gency Response and Special Projects 
Funds and broaden and clarify the tax 
deductibility of donations to those 
funds. 
The financial health of SEAW is 
highly dependent on the volunteer 
participation in committee work, 
publications and seminars in addition 
to dues payments.  SEAW continues 
to be remarkably effective. 
I would also like to thank the Chapter 
Treasurers for their help and timely 
cooperation. 
-Ted Smith, Treasurer 
smith@smithhustoninc.com  

SEAW State Account Balances: 
State Account Balance January 1, 2010 $72, 794 

Budgeted Difference  (Income-Expense) -$39,100 

Min. Projected Balance  December 31, 2010 $33,694 

 

Scholarship Fund January 1, 2010: $28,924 

Designated Emergency Response January 1, 2010 $3,181 

Designated Special Projects Fund January 1, 2010 3,000 

 

Graphs are best viewed in full color in the online version at www.seaw.org . 
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Annual Committee Reports News of Note 
Scott Douglas Receives 2010 Seattle Chapter  
Engineer of the Year Award 

At its May 235h Spring Social, the SEAW 
Seattle Chapter presented its annual Engi-
neer of the Year award to R. Scott Doug-
las.  Scott is a Senior Project Manager 
with DCI Engineers in Bellevue. 
The award, which was established in 
1982, is given based on the following 
criteria: visibility, technical expertise, 
nurturing, and service to SEAW. While 
qualifying under most of these criteria, 
Scott was chosen primarily for his service 
to SEAW and the profession. 
A member of SEAW for over 30 years, 
Scott just completed his term as Seattle 
Chapter Past President.  He worked on our 
highly successful NW Conference of Struc-
tural Engineers here in Seattle, and we 
broke all attendance records.  Scott is the 
incoming chair of the Wind Engineering 
Committee and has been working on the 
update of the SEAW Wind Commentary.  
He is also a member of the Legislative 
Committee.  Scott has served on several 
Seattle Chapter Nominating Committees 
for Chapter Officers, been active on the 
SEAW Wood Task Force and worked with 
the Disaster Preparedness Committee.  In 

rum, the members of which will attest to 
his presence at the majority of their get-
togethers. Scott was also a presenter at 
SEAW’s 2006 Cold-Formed Steel Semi-
nar, and is active in the ACE Mentor 
program. 
In addition to nurturing engineers, Scott 
has been very active in PTSA, and won 
the Golden Acorn Award. 
The Engineer of the Year committee is 
chaired by a MEMBER who is a past 
recipient.  The other committee mem-
bers include the sitting Seattle Chapter 
President, and the last five recipients of 
the Engineer of the Year award.  In 1997 
the Presentations and Awards Commit-
tee Chair joined the committee as an 
advisor, consultant, and mentor.  

that latter role he is just back from Leo-
gane, Haiti where he helped organize a 
group of Engineers and Architects to per-
form ATC 20 Building Evaluations (see 
article on page 16).    
Scott has been a very visible member of 
the engineering community, and has 
worked on many great projects in his 
career. 
Through his project experience and tech-
nical work, Scott has developed special 
expertise in structural engineering design, 
especially in the areas of wood and cold-
formed steel design. Scott is a voting 
memberof the ANSI-TPI-1 Committee 
for the Metal Plate Wood Truss Standard 
and the ANSI-AISI Standards Commit-
tee. 
Scott nurtures the engineers who work 
with him and helps them not only to de-
velop professionally, but to appreciate the 
complexities of engineering design and 
code compliance. He also encourages 
younger engineers to  participate in the 
activities of SEAW and has worked ex-
tensively with the Younger Member Fo-

Cale Ash Named First Young Engineer of the Year 

On behalf of the Seattle Chapter of the 
Structural Engineers of Washington, I 
would like to congratulate Cale Ash as re-
cipient of the first Young Engineer of the 
Year award. 
Peter Opsahl 
Seattle Chapter President, SEAW 

Because of the contribution of the Younger 
Members Forum has continued to make 
within SEAW, the Seattle Chapter Board of 
Directors voted to recognize the efforts of this 
group by instituting a new chapter award:  
Young Engineer of the Year.  The recipient of 
this inaugural Young Engineer of the Year 
presentation, by unanimous vote of the board, 
is Cale Ash. 
Cale, a recently licensed structural engineer, 
is employed at Degenkolb where he has 
worked on various building projects.  Cale 
was the first YMF President and had a tre-
mendous influence on the direction of that 
group; a direction that has continued to earn 
the respect and recognition of the entire 
SEAW organization.  As a Board , we learned 
that Cale is one of those individuals who will 
take a task and see it through to a favorable 
outcome.  We are seeing this again with the 
newly resurrected Public Information Com-
mittee that Cale directs as Chair.  Cale dem-
onstrates the dedication and character that 
promotes leadership, and we are looking for-
ward to more of the same from him in the 
years to come. 

President’s Awards  
Conferred at May Social 
At the May 25th Spring Social and Wine 
tasting, outgoing President Peter Opsahl re-
capped the Seattle Chapter’s accomplish-
ments over the past year, citing the hard work 
of the board of directors on a number of 
fronts for the successes of the chapter. 
Opsahl then announced the recipients of the 
annual President’s Award certificate. 
Marjorie Lund was recognized for her work 
to establish the Sustainability Committee.  
For their contributions to the board of direc-
tors, the following received certificates: Scott 
Douglas, outgoing Past President, Howard 
Burton and Mark Moorleghen, outgoing 
directors; Cheryl Burwell and Tom Byk-
onen, continuing directors; Jessica Jenness, 
YMF representative; Ted Smith, Treasurer, 
and SEAW Administrator Lynnell Bruns-
wig, who recently completed 25 years of 
service to SEAW. 
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From April 24 through May 7 a team of 
six engineers and two architects from 
Seattle joined together for a trip to to 
Leogane, Haiti, to provide their expertise 
in that country’s recovery effort after the 
January 12 magnitude 7.0 earthquake.   
SEAW members Scott Douglas, Aaron 
Pambianco, Mike Carney, Toby 
Polocoser, structural engineer Anne 
Morisseau, and AIA Members Rachel 
Minnery and Jake Shell participated in 
the effort. 
The team worked out of a base camp set 
up by and under the auspices of the NGO 
Hands on Disaster Response (HODR – 
www.hodr.org).  During their time there 
this team preformed over 750 ATC-20 
post-earthquake building evaluations, 
enabling people to either move back 
from temporary structures into their un-
damaged homes, or advising people not 
to occupy or sleep in damaged and un-
safe structures.  In addition, members of 
the group assisted in strategizing a plan 
to make the city water distribution sys-
tem operational and advised on the con-
struction of a school replacing one de-
stroyed by the earthquake. 
The group also developed a positive rela-
tionship with HODR, which provides 
disaster relief services both nationally 
and internationally.  A vision has been 
discussed where the SEAW and AIA 
Disaster Preparedness Committees team 
with HODR to provide professional and 
technical expertise in a future disaster. 
Another team of engineers and architects 
is preparing for a trip in July to Petit 
Goave, Haiti, to perform additional dis-
aster relief professional work.  Future 
endeavors to assist with the relief and 
rebuilding effort in Haiti are anticipated.  
If you are interested in participating, take 
the ATC-20 training course, get involved 
in the Disaster Response Committee by 
contacting Committee Chair Paul Bral-
lier,  
brallip@consultant.wsdot.wa.gov, orcon-
tact Haiti coordinator Scott Douglas, 
sdouglas@dci-engineers.com, and sup-
port the effort by contributing to 
SEAW’s Disaster Preparedness Fund.  

-Scott Douglas 

News of Note 
SEATTLE ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS IN HAITI 

Make a Donation to SEAW’s Disaster 
Preparedness and Response Fund 

 

Your generous contributions help SEAW provide  
funding for disaster response efforts 

 
Contributions now being accepted online at 

www.seaw.org 
Or send your check to: 

SEAW DPRF 
PO Box 44, Olympia WA 98507 

Please Be Sure Your 2010 Dues 
Are Paid 

Help SEAW Continue to Fund  
Disaster Response Efforts 
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By Jim Lutz, P.E., S.E. 
BHC Consultants, LLC 
Wanting to be the first in my neighbor-
hood to own a copy of ASCE 7-10, I was 
stunned to open the package and unwrap 
608 pages of “Minimum Design Loads 
for Buildings and Other Structures”.   
Just for fun, I decided to plot the number 
of pagers in this document over time (see 
the attached chart.)  Ah, if only our fees 
followed this trend line.  From a 1988 
volume of 116 pages, if this were an in-
vestment, compounded annually, I would 
be making a steady income of over 8 
percent. 
Just for fun, I went through a similar 
exercise for ACI 318, the Building Code 
for Concrete. The 1963 version of 144 
pages was printed on paper half the size 
of the current version, so I would count it 
as only 72 pages at standard size. Start-
ing in 1983, the code had grown to 111 
pages at standard size plus a 154 page 
commentary, or 265 pages. As of ACI 
318-08, it is 473 pages and counting. 
That’s about 5.5 percent compounded 
annually over 35 years. 
The steel code and commentary, AISC 
360, has grown from 137 pages in 1963 
to 439 pages in 2005, if 
you don’t count the seis-
mic provisions; AISC 
341, which adds another 
291 pages, makes a total 
of 730 pages. I’ve 
graphed this one, too. 
The one thing all of 
these trends have in 
common is an explosion 
of volume beginning in 
the 1980’s. 
The 1963 codes, which 
we were using when I 
was studying engineer-
ing in college, are an 
ancient and pleasant 
memory. Throw in 
wood, masonry, alumi-
num, etc., and now you 
are talking real money.  
I’d like to think much 
has been gained by the 
research and knowledge 
reflected in these code 

changes, but something 
has been lost, too.  En-
gineering has turned 
into accountancy, with 
too many decimal 
places to watch, too 
many i’s to dot, too 
many t’s to cross.  The 
opportunities for over-
looking a tree in the 
forest are many. It’s a 
Christmas present for 
plaintiff’s attorneys. 
SEAW Past President 
John Loscheider once 
published a seminal 
article on the subject of 
building codes (“Who 
Cares About Building 
Codes,” Structure, May 
2001) which I saved 
and like to reread now 
and then. His point then 
was that very many agendas are at work  
in the writing of building codes, and 
those of us in the business of design are 
not necessarily the driving force. 
That’s something to think about when 
you plunk down your wallet for that next 

Opinion 

Code Trends 

thick code book; something to think 
about if you sit on the sidelines during 
the code development process. 
Jim Lutz, SEAW member for over 21 
years, is a Senior Engineer with BHC 
Consultants in Seattle.. 
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Meetings, Seminars, Announcements 
Refresher Course 2010 
Begins August 5th 
SEAW Seattle Chapter, in coop-
eration with the UW Department 
of Civil Engineering, will hold its 
annual Refresher Course on Tues-
day and Thursday evenings from 
August 5 through September 14, 
2010. The course is designed to 
assist those engineers preparing 
for the NCEES Structural II and 
Washington State Structural III 
license examinations. Twelve two-
hour lectures will present informa-
tion dealing with analysis, lateral 
forces, concrete design, structural 
steel design, prestressed concrete, 
wood structures design, masonry 
design and foundations. Speakers 
are experienced local structural 
engineers. 
Also available is the “Half Re-
freshed” option for those just 
wishing to brush up on their skills. 
Choose any six sessions for a 
reduced rate. Whatever your level 
of experience or number of li-
censes, you’ll appreciate this op-
portunity to learn from the mas-
ters. 
Notes Available on CD  
The SEAW Refresher Course 
notes have long been a resource 
for those preparing to take the 
exam but unable to attend the 
course.  Registrants of the “Notes 
Only” option will receive them on 
CD format. 
For details, see flyer in this issue 
or visit www.seaw.org 
 

Displacement-Based 
Seismic Design 

Preliminary Announcement: On 
September 17 and 18, 2010 SE-
ABC will present a Displacement-
Based Seismic Design seminar 
featuring featuring the world-
renowned seismic design expert, 
Professor Nigel Priestley. Presen-
tations by Nigel Priestley are ex-
tremely rare these days, and all 
those interested in the subject are 
urged to take advantage of this 
exciting professional development 
opportunity. 
Participation in the upcoming 
event is available to members of 
WCSEA member organizations at 
a preferential rate.  Note that par-

ticipation in the course will be 
either in person, or via the internet 
in real time. The venue is to be 
confirmed but is expected to be 
located in downtown Vancouver, 
BC.  Attendance will be limited 
by the venue size. This event is 
expected to be very popular; 
therefore we strongly urge those 
wishing to participate to register at 
their earliest convenience.   
Event pricing is still to be con-
firmed.  Costs per delegate, or per 
internet connection will be an-
nounced shortly.  There will be a 
limited number of accompanying 
text books available to dele-
gates at a price to be con-
firmed.  Look out for registration 
and further event details on the 
SEABC website at www.seabc.ca 

 

Segmental Retaining 
Wall Design 

Who Should Attend: 
Anyone engaged in the design, 
specification, planning, inspec-
tion, or plan checking of segmen-
tal retaining wall structures is 
encouraged to attend.  This in-
cludes geotechnical engineers, 
architects, contracting specialists, 
and construction engineers inter-
ested in design and contracting  
aspects of segmental retaining 
walls. Attendees should have a 
basic knowledge of soil mechan-
ics. 
Description: 
Segmental retaining walls are 
gravity retaining walls commonly 
used for landscape applications, 
structural  walls for changes in 
grade, bridge abutments, stream 
channelization, water front struc-
tures, tunnel access walls, wing 
walls and parking lot support. 
SRW structures are durable and 
long lasting retaining wall systems 
that are chosen for their cost effec-
tiveness and aesthetics. The basic 
concept behind SRW is to com-
bine soil, reinforcing materials 
made of steel or polymers, and 
appropriate SRW facing to pro-
duce a composite system with 
engineering properties that are 
ideal for a multitude of applica-
tions. 
The Segmental Retaining Wall 
Design Seminar is a one-day pro-

gram for industry professionals. 
The seminar provides an in-
depth look at the new methodol-
ogy of the 3rd Edition of Design 
Manual of Segmental Retaining 
Walls and the new software, 
SRWall 4.0. The updated meth-

odology considers offset sur-
charges; seismic analysis; and 
internal compound stability 
analysis, which analyzes 
through slope stability methods, 
potential slip circles beginning 
behind the reinforced zone and 

2010 Western Roundup 
October 21 & 22 
Whistler Conference Centre 
Whistler, BC 
Registration is now open for the 2010 Western Roundup 
which will be at the APEGBC Annual Conference.  The 
conference structural stream has been organized by SE-
ABC and will take place on Friday 22 October.  Join us for 
some excellent presentations and spend some time in sce-
nic Whistler, home of the 2010 Olympic Alpine Events. 
Visit the Whistler Olympic Park; travel the scenic and 
beautifully upgraded Sea To Sky Highway; ride the Peak 
To Peak Gondola, the world's highest.  Bring along a guest 
or two—there is an excellent program for accompanying 
persons. 
The technical program is comprehensive—take your pick 
from a smorgasbord of professional development opportu-
nities.  The structural engineering stream is hosted by SE-
ABC and takes place on Friday October 22. You can regis-
ter for the conference online, which helps with currency 
conversion.  As a non-member of APEGBC you will need 
to set up a password for registration purposes and provide 
full contact information.  Register soon to obtain the best 
rates and choice of accommodation. 
Useful conference links: 

Invitation: http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/index.html 
Brochure: http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/documents/
ac10_delegate_brochure.pdf 
Program: http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/prodev.html 
Schedule: http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/prodev/
schedule.html 
Social Events: http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/
social.html 
Partner Events: http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/
partner.html 
On-line Registration: https://secure.apeg.bc.ca/
iMISpublic_Live/AsiCommon/Controls/Shared/
FormsAuthentication/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=https://
secure.apeg.bc.ca/AGMReg/Default.aspx 
Accommodating and Travel: 

http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/accom.html 
We look forward to meeting you in Whistler  
this October; travel safely, enjoy your stay,  

and don't forget your passport! 
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION  
of WASHINGTON 
PO Box 44 • Olympia WA 98507 • 206/682-6026 • www.seaw.org 

As of 6/30/10 Seattle Southwest Spokane S. Central Total State 
MEMBERS 309 55 30 4 398 
Life Members 40 8 10 0 58 
Prof Associates 144 33 40 24 241 
Associates 115 16 14 0 145 
Affiliates 28 5 5 3 41 
Honorary 12 0 0 0 12 
Students 18 0 2 3 23 
Complimentary 4 0 5 0 9 
 

TOTALS 670 117 106 34 927 

SEAW 2010 Membership Statistics  

Seattle Chapter 
Membership Postings 

Applications 
Cal F Bearman 
Degenkolb 
BSCE 2010, Purdue University  
Class: Student 

Yuan Li 
BergerABAM 
MS 2008, U of Wyoming 
Class: Associate 

Jordan Hague 
UW Student 
BSAE 2008 U of Wyoming 
Class: Student 

Andree Yen 
Visser Engineering 
BSCE WSU 
Class: Associate 

Dusit Roongsang 
MWH Global Inc 
BSCE 1993, UC Irvine 
Licensed PE, WA 
Class: Professional Associate 

Accepted Applications 

Ella Garber,  
Professional Associate 

Dennis Titus,  
Professional Associate 

SAVE THE DATE 
Structural Engineers Association 

2011 NW Conference 
SEAW  SEAO  SEAI  SEABC 

Hosted by Spokane and South Central Chapter SEAW 
Thursday & Friday, September 23nd & 23rd, 2011 
Red Lion Inn at the Park, Spokane Washington 
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