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The Outreach Committee Needs You 
By Shalini Prochazka 

 
In the last newsletter Peter Opsahl, SEAW Outreach Committee Chair, wrote about how historical 
records indicate that the number of college graduates has been decreasing for some years now. It 
would appear that our profession is facing a challenge of unprecedented proportions in the coming 
years. This challenge is not only dealing with the declining numbers of college graduates in most 
fields of engineering, but also a declining number of those willing to teach the subjects, especially 
in the K through 12 levels where aspiring engineers can be motivated by a positive experience.  

This summer a statewide SEAW Outreach Committee began with a mission, "To Inspire, Stimulate 
and Encourage Student and Community Awareness in Structural Engineering". 

The challenge is how do you do that? 
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For example, my son is fourteen years old who enjoys subjects like math 
and science. However, if I start talking about beams, moments and foundations, I would lose his 
interest in the first minute. His lack of interest discouraged me until recently when I read an article 
on ASCE News website ASCE Civil Engineering Club Inspires San Jose Students' Imaginations. 
Dr. Amin Ghafooripour in the Silicon Valley uses an approach which combines structural 
engineering with robotic and computer modeling that enable children to make shake tables, test 
structures using Popsicle sticks and much more. 

The article quotes Dr. Ghafooripour "These kids don't have any limits on their minds; there are no 
boundaries for their imaginations. They can do everything. Sometimes they come up with ideas, 
and I say, 'Oh, I never even thought of this.'" This is just one example of how engineers across the 
country are reaching out to kids of this era who are engulfed in technology, how this technology 
can develop their interest in our profession of Structural Engineering and further their 
understanding of how math and science are used in real world applications. 

Outreach efforts like this not only benefit the future of our profession. They also provide   a 
rewarding experience to individuals while having an extremely positive long lasting influence on the 
child's mind by inspiring  goals toward a brighter future. Read more 

Message from the Board 
By Cary Kopczynski 

September Dinner Meeting 

September 27, 2016 
5:00 - 8:00pm 
Hotel Monaco 

http://seaw.memberclicks.net/september-2016-outreach-committee


Welcome back. I hope you had an 
enjoyable and relaxing summer. As we begin anew with SEAW, 
I am looking forward to informative and engaging meetings, an 
involved membership, and a productive year. We have important 
issues to tackle. 

Among other things, our goals this year include encouraging 
higher participation, increasing our membership, and making 
SEAW more effective and meaningful on a national scale. 

We'd like to begin by maximizing attendance at our monthly 
meetings. In an effort to reach out to our members and 
encourage them to join us, as well as invite them to share their 
thoughts, we have tasked a couple of volunteers to make 
contact. Be on the lookout for Chun Lau or Allison Tran calling 
you. SEAW involvement goes beyond just attending meetings, 
however. We have many opportunities for participation. You can 
become a committee member or YMF leader, join our ACE 
mentorship program, or connect in many other ways. As Nike 
says, just do it.  Read more 

 

SEFW Fall Forum 

The Structural Engineers Foundation of Washington is pleased 
to announce details for its 6th Annual Fall Forum, "Engineers, 
Architects, Builders: A Legacy of Innovation in the Pacific 
Northwest." The event, planned for Tuesday, November 10, at 
Benaroya Hall, will feature a keynote address by Tyler Sprague, 

Join us next Tuesday at the Hotel Monaco for our 
September program: Get Fired Up: What Structural 
Engineers Should Know About Fire Design. You'll hear from 
Dr. Maria Garlock about the most fundamental concepts 
needed for designing for fire using a performance-based 
approach. This is a great opportunity to learn, network, and 
catch up with your SEAW colleagues. Registration is 
closing on Monday, September 26, so sign up today before 
it's too late! 
Learn more and register! 

 

YMF Corner 
By Morgan Wiese  
As fall comes upon us, a new YMF leadership team is 
taking over, and I would like to introduce them. You will 
notice more people are on our board this year, as we strive 
to continue providing young engineers with tools, 
networking, and activities which will help them grow in their 
careers. The growth of YMF participation in events over the 
past two years has been great, and we would love to 
continue the growth and provide events and activities that 
get people excited about YMF events. If you would like the 
see the YMF put on a particular event, let us know, and we 
will take it into consideration as we plan our events for the 
year. And if you are looking for more information on ways to 
get involved in YMF activities, please email us 
at seawymf@gmail.com. And, as always, while the YMF 
exists for the young engineers, we encourage engineers of 
all experience levels to attend YMF events, whether to learn 
or offer mentorship to the younger engineers. Read more 

 

COSMOS 2016 Technical 
Session 

Moving Toward Site-Specific Ground-Motion Hazard 
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P.E., PhD., of the University of Washington, and a panel 
discussion with several industry representatives: 

• Carla Keel, Principal, Carla Keel Group 
• Scott Redman, President, Sellen Construction 
• David Miller, Founding Partner, Miller Hull Partnership 
• Jon Siu, Principal Engineer, Seattle Department of 

Construction and Inspections 
Read more 

 

 

 

FilmWorks 

The Consortium of Organization for Strong Motion 
Observation Systems (COSMOS) will be holding its Annual 
Meeting and Technical Session at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
San Francisco Airport in Burlingame, California on Friday, 
November 18. The Crowne Plaza SFO is conveniently 
located at 1177 Airport Boulevard one block east of the 101 
Freeway. The Crowne Plaza has a complimentary shuttle 
(runs every 30 minutes) from San Francisco Airport. For 
those coming by BART, the shuttle stop is located in front of 
the International Terminal upper level adjacent to the SFO 
BART Station. Learn more 

 

  

 

Engineer's Notes from Afield 
By Darrell Staaleson 
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The SEFW Board of Directors is 
interested in promoting the profession 
of structural engineering by the use of 
short videos, two minutes or less, 
depicting the activities of structural 
engineers and engineering in a manner 
that heightens public awareness of who 
we are and what we do. Video 
equipment need not be any more 
sophisticated than a smartphone. This 
year's theme: What's cool about 
structural engineering? 
Structural engineers in the work place, 
within the community, and as mentors 
should be portrayed in a manner that 
can be used to encourage young 
people (high school and first- and 

second-year college students) to pursue careers in engineering 
and to enlighten the general public about the profession. Read 
more 

 

Reinforced Masonry Design 
Seminar 

A practical seminar for practicing engineers 

This full-day seminar will focus on the requirements of TMS 
402/ACI 530-13 and the 2015 IBC as applied to both allowable 
stress and strength design of reinforced concrete 
masonry. Learn more 

 

 
In the world of structural engineering there are the nice 
clean certainties of a design in the office by engineers with 
perfect hair wearing expensive suits and then there are the 
uncertainties of the real and dirty world of renovations, 
repairs, and retrofits. That is the world of jeans, boots, dirt, 
mud, foundation cracks, wood rot, scraping my head on a 
rusty nail, wishing I was a little bit leaner and younger so I 
could fit into that space and have some level of certainty 
that I could make it out again; astonishment at a 
contractor's "good fix" based, or course, on his years of 
experience, and, yes, spiders. Read more 

 

Membership Postings 

In accordance with SEAW bylaws, membership applications 
are vetted by the Executive Director, granted probationary 
status by the chapter board, and posted for membership 
comment. Membership is considered accepted 30 days 
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after posting if current year dues are paid and no member 
objections have been received. Read more 
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