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Save the Date! 
 

October 18, 2012 
10:18 AM  

 
First ever Great 

Washington ShakeOut  
(Read “From the Board” for 

more information.) 

Join us on September 25th for a program featuring the 
Modular Wood Framed construction system and learn the 
unique advantages and techniques being applied to this 
framing delivery system.  While it differs only slightly from 
the conventional or prefabricated wood framing construc-
tion methods currently being used locally, the construction 
savings in time to market and product waste are providing  
cost advantages and improved Green or LEED ratings.  
Current project designs include up to 5 stories of stacked 
modular units over crawl spaces, on PT concrete podiums 
or on site-built steel or wood framing levels.  Producing 
modules in a factory environment and delivering them to a 
jobsite generally reduces project costs and completion time. 
Allowing site work and support structure to be completed concurrently with the factory assemblage 
overlaps the construction sequencing and condenses the schedule.  Project costs associated with subcon-

tractors, scheduling, weather, staging, delivery, and inspection are also often reduced.   

Learn the economical design parameters for both fabrication and transportation of the modular units as 
they pertain to the overall building design.  In addition, gain insight into the permitting issues and re-
quirements between the local jurisdiction and the State Labor and Industries as they provide both per-
mits and inspections within their area of governance.  Hear information on the delivery and project com-
pleteness available with factory-built modular units as they can come essentially completed with paint, 

carpet, and appliances already installed. 

The program will be presented by Troy E. Bean, P.E., S.E., Principal with DCI Engineers, Robert Humble, 
Principal with HyBrid Architecture, and Dale Sperling, Director with OneBuild, Inc., a modular manufac-

turer headquartered in Seattle. 

Troy E. Bean has more than 25 years of structural 
engineering, project management, and client 
management experience.  Since joining DCI Engi-
neers in 1989, Troy has designed and managed a 
variety of private and public sector work through-
out the US and Canada.  His wood-framed modu-
lar experience includes several multi-story projects 
including the Trailhead Condominiums in Sun-
cadia, and several apartment complexes and mo-

tel projects in Regina, SK, and North Dakota. 

Robert Humble established HyBrid Architecture 
and HyBrid Assembly integrated design in 2003 
and has a variety of City of Seattle modular experi-
ence including the Lane Street House that is a five 
star built-green/LEED Platinum project that set the 
benchmark and was the first green/modern 
modular home constructed in Seattle.  This project 
was factory-built in four days, shipped to Seattle, 

and crane set in one afternoon.  

Dale Sperling is a recognized business leader and 
real estate visionary in the Pacific Northwest.  
Prior to founding OneBuild, he served as presi-
dent and chief executive officer of UNICO Proper-
ties LLC. He is a member of the Urban Land Insti-
tute and serves on the boards of the Pacific Real 
Estate Institute, the Downtown Seattle Associa-
tion, the Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce, 
the Rainier Club and the SAFECO Field Public 

Facilities District.  

Modular Wood-Framed Construction Systems 

Meeting Information  
This presentation is valued at 1.25 PDH 
Register online at www.seaw.org.  

Date:  Tuesday, September 25, 2012 

Place: Best Western Executive Inn  

 200 Taylor Avenue North, Seattle, WA 

Time: 5:00—6:00 PM Social Hour  
 6:00—6:30 PM Dinner  
 6:30—7:00 PM Welcome/Introductions

 7:00—8:15 PM Program/Panel Discussion 

Menu: Choose between: 

 Alder Smoked Salmon with Horseradish 
Cream ~or~ Quinoa Stuffed Portabella 

with Herbs & Tomato Reduction (vegan)   
Price: SEAW Members  $30.00 
 Non-Members $35.00  
 Students* $15.00 
 Registration after 9/19, add  $  5.00 

*unemployed current members may register 
at the student rate 

 

Registrations Required 

Registration deadline: 5pm Wednesday, Sept  19 

Credit Cards accepted online only; not at the door. 
No-shows and cancellations after the deadline will be 
subject to full charge.  
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-by Cale Ash 

Mark your calendars for Octo-

ber 18
th

 for the inaugural Great 

Washington ShakeOut! This 

statewide “drop, cover, hold 

on” drill is being organized by 

the Washington Emergency 

Management Division (WA 

EMD) and will occur at 10:18 

am. The goal of ShakeOut is to 

increase the preparedness level 

of families and organizations in 

Washington.  

SEAW is proud to be an official 

supporter (http://

www.shakeout.org/

washington/partners/

index.html); read on for how 

you can get involved with in-

creasing the seismic resilience 

of our communities.  

What is ShakeOut? 

The first ShakeOut was held in 

2008 as the Great Southern 

California ShakeOut, an effort 

by scientists and emergency 

managers to inform the public 

about earthquake prepared-

ness. In 2009, the ShakeOut 

went both statewide (all of 

California) and international 

with New Zealand also partici-

pating. By 2011, nearly 10 mil-

lion people participated and 

Oregon and British Columbia 

held their first ShakeOuts. Cur-

rently over 12 million people 

from 20 states (and five coun-

tries!) have signed up to partici-

pate in ShakeOut events this 

year. 

How can I get involved? 

The easiest way to get involved 

is to sign up and participate at 

home or at work. Signing up is 

easy, just visit http://

From the Board:  Are You Ready to ShakeOut? 

several SEAW committees in-

cluding Public Information and 

Disaster Preparedness & Re-

sponse.  

At the last meetings of the State 

and Seattle Chapter boards, we  

discussed specific ways for 

SEAW to support this inaugural 

ShakeOut. A task group consist-

ing of Steve Pfeiffer, Jill Shuttle-

worth, Peter Somers, Mike 

Wright, and myself explored 

many different options for par-

ticipation. ShakeOut projects to 

be an annual event so there will 

be many opportunities to ex-

pand our involvement. For this 

year, we have decided to focus 

on the theme of homeowner 

preparedness—specifically 

“securing your space” and other 

simple retrofit measures (both 

structural and nonstructural) 

that can be implemented by 

homeowners.  

What can I do to help? 

This homeowner preparedness 

resource has resonated with 

the ShakeOut organizers and 

they are interested in having us 

develop a SEAW-branded hand-

out to be posted to the WA 

ShakeOut website (available to 

all participants, currently over 

300,000); additionally, printed 

copies will be available at future 

community-level outreach 

events (such as Issaquah 

Salmon Days on Oct. 6-7 

among others). This will be a 

great way for SEAW to promote 

public safety by partnering with 

another organization on a com-

mon goal.  

Three SEAW committees will be 

contributing their efforts during 

the month of September: Earth-

quake Engineering (chair Tom 

Xia: txia@dci-engineers.com), 

Existing Buildings (chair Brian 

Zagers: bryanz@cplinc.com), 

and Disaster Preparedness & 

Response (chair Joyce Lem: 

joyce.lem@hdrinc.com). This 

represents a great way to be-

come more involved with 

these committees while pro-

moting seismic safety in our 

communities.  

I will be facilitating a kick-off 

meeting the first week of Sep-

tember. Please send me an 

email if you are interested in 

participating: 

cash@degenkolb.com or con-

tact one of the committee 

chairs listed above.  

See you at our dinner meeting 

on 9/25 and “ShakingOut” at 

10:18am on October 18
th

! 

P.S. For more homeowner 

preparedness resources, 

please visit http://

www.emd.wa.gov/

preparedness/

prep_home.shtml.  

P.P.S. This is also a good time 

to remind everyone that Sep-

tember is National Prepared-

ness Month. Visit 

www.Ready.gov for resources. 

 

Cale Ash is an Associate Princi-
pal with Degenkolb Engineers 
and President of the Seattle 
Chapter. Cale also serves as 
Vice-President of the State 
Board. He has been a member 
of SEAW since 2005 and can 
be reached at 
cash@degenkolb.com or  
206-340-8102.  
  

www.shakeout.org/

washington/index.html to reg-

ister your household or your 

company. You can also see the 

other individuals and organiza-

tions that have signed up. This 

would be a good time to see if 

your children’s school is partici-

pating—if not, encourage them 

to sign up as well!  

The next step would be to as-

sess your overall level of pre-

paredness at home. Is your 

water heater properly braced? 

Are falling hazards secured in 

bedrooms and elsewhere in 

your house? Do you have food, 

water, and emergency supplies 

in order to be self-sufficient for 

three days (or more)?  

Structural engineers will be in 

high demand after an earth-

quake in order to complete 

post-earthquake safety evalua-

tions of damaged buildings. 

Being prepared at home will 

allow SEAW members to more 

quickly fulfill obligations to 

clients and the public while 

facilitating the transition be-

tween emergency response 

and recovery.  

What is SEAW’s role? 

ShakeOut and other earth-

quake drills help people in 

homes, schools, and businesses 

practice how to be safe during 

earthquakes. They can also 

provide an opportunity for 

structural engineers to educate 

the public about earthquake 

hazards, the risks that exist 

within our built environment, 

and options to mitigate these 

risks in order to improve our 

resilience. These outreach ac-

tivities fit within the purview of 

http://www.shakeout.org/washington/partners/index.html
http://www.shakeout.org/washington/partners/index.html
http://www.shakeout.org/washington/partners/index.html
http://www.shakeout.org/washington/partners/index.html
http://www.shakeout.org/washington/index.html
mailto:txia@dci-engineers.com
mailto:bryanz@cplinc.com
mailto:joyce.lem@hdrinc.com
mailto:cash@degenkolb.com
http://www.emd.wa.gov/preparedness/prep_home.shtml
http://www.emd.wa.gov/preparedness/prep_home.shtml
http://www.emd.wa.gov/preparedness/prep_home.shtml
http://www.emd.wa.gov/preparedness/prep_home.shtml
http://www.Ready.gov
mailto:cash@degenkolb.com
http://www.shakeout.org/washington/index.html
http://www.shakeout.org/washington/index.html


SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium Page 3 September 2012 

 

 YMF Corner—2012-2013 Leadership 

-By Jennifer Ahlport 

This year we have a very 

excited team of individuals 

taking over YMF leadership 

duties: 

President: Jennifer Ahlport  

Jennifer attended UC Berke-

ley for both her Bachelor’s 

and Master’s and has 

worked at Degenkolb Engi-

neers ever since graduating 

four years ago. Other than 

engineering, she enjoys 

rock climbing and playing 

with her dog. She has been 

involved with SEAW YMF 

for the past four years. This 

involvement has included 

participating in outreach 

events to help answer ques-

tions posed by UW and Se-

attle U students, volunteer-

ing with Habitat for Human-

ity, and helping with the 

organization of the display 

and volunteering at the 

SEAW booth at the PSEC 

Engineering fair. In addition 

to all of this, she served as 

YMF Vice President last year. 

Vice President: Tyler Kurz 

Tyler completed both his 

Bachelor’s and his Master’s 

at the University of Wash-

ington. He has been with 

DCI Engineers about a year, 

and regularly attends SEAW 

dinner meetings. These din-

ner meetings and other 

SEAW events have provided 

the opportunity for him to 

meet other engineers and 

to learn about interesting 

topics within the industry. In 

his current role, he is plan-

ning to become a more inte-

gral part of the young engi-

neering community, con-

tributing to organizing 

events that will allow other 

engineers to become more 

involved as well. He is look-

ing forward to the opportu-

nity to organize events such 

as Habitat for Humanity 

where all involved cannot 

only get to know one an-

other better but can give 

back to the community as 

well.  

Past President: Natalie Low  

Natalie graduated from the 

University of Oklahoma, 

before continuing her edu-

cation and earning a Mas-

ter’s at the University of 

Washington. She’s has been 

working as a Stress Analyst 

at Boeing on their 787 pro-

gram. In her spare time she 

loves to cook and eat, as 

well as, go for the occa-

sional hike. She’s been an 

active SEAW member since 

2009, attending chapter 

meetings, committee meet-

ings, seminars, and numer-

ous YMF events. 

Outreach Representative: 

April Shen 

April just finished her 

Bachelor’s degree at Univer-

sity of Washington and will 

be continuing her studies 

for one more year for a Mas-

ter’s degree in Struc-

tural Engineering. She spent 

the summer interning with 

MKA. During the past years, 

she has held multiple lead-

ership positions within the 

UW civil engineering de-

partment, including the 

President position for the 

UW ASCE chapter. Through 

this experience, she got to 

learn the essentials of re-

sponsibility and leadership 

and would like to transfer 

and apply these skills to a 

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides 
networking and social opportunities to SEAW members 
35 and under, as well as new non-member engineers and 
students. All SEAW members are welcome to participate 
in YMF functions. 

Social Representative: 
Krzysztof Zaleski  

kzaleski@mka.com 

Past Chair:  
Natalie Low 

gnatann@gmail.com 

YMF Leadership 

Outreach Representative: 
April Shen      april.c.shen@gmail.com 

President:  
Jennifer Ahlport 

Jahlport@degenkolb.com 

Vice President: 
Tyler Kurz  

tkurz@dci-engineers.com 

Upcoming YMF Events 
 

Sept 29 Fall Picnic, 4:00-7:00 PM  

 Gasworks Park, Seattle 
 

Oct  9 Outreach Happy Hour, 5:00-7:00 PM  

 The Ram, Seattle (University Village) 
 

Oct 17 Eastside Happy Hour, 5:00-7:00 PM 

 Black Bottle Postern, Bellevue 

professional setting as she 

progresses from academia 

to industry. With her con-

nections with the Univer-

sity and past experience, 

she is the perfect fit for 

this year’s position of Out-

reach Representative.  

Social Representative: 

Krzysztof Zaleski 

Krzysztof completed his 

education on both coasts, 

gaining his Bachelor’s de-

gree from the University of 

Central Florida, and his 

Master’s Degree from the 

University of California, 

Berkeley. He is currently 

working at Magnusson 

Klemencic Associates. He 

has been a member of 

SEAW since 2008, and 

since then has been ac-

tively participating in vari-

ous YMF activities - from 

socializing at happy hours 

to volunteering with Habi-

tat for Humanity.  This 

year, he is looking forward 

and administering these 

events as the Social Chair 

and helping YMF continue 

to provide a forum for 

younger members to net-

work, interact, and con-

tribute to the community. 

We are currently busy 

planning the upcoming 

Summer Picnic, which will 

take place on Saturday, 

September 29
th

 from 4pm 

to 7pm. Everyone is wel-

come to attend this event, 

and it is a great outreach 

event for students at the 

local colleges.  

mailto:pope.eric.w@gmail.com
mailto:Jahlport@degenkolb.com
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SEAW Committee Corner 

Dedicated to promoting greater communication between the membership and committees, and to encourage all SEAW 

members to become active participants in the committee(s) of their choice.  

Committee Name Meeting Information  Topic(s) Contact Information 

Building Engineering No information available.  
Scott Beard, 253.591.5019 
sbeard@cityoftacoma,com 

Disaster Preparedness &  
Response 

Meets every third Tuesday, next 
meeting 9/18, 12:00-1:00 (bring 
your lunch) Quantum Consulting 
Engrs., 1511 3rd Ave, #323, Seattle 

Fall ATC-20 Training Session(s); 
Washington ShakeOut; Train-the-
Trainers session; volunteer registra-
tion lists; white paper on creden-
tialing and deployment. 

Joyce Lem, 425.450.6345 
Joyce.lem@hdrinc.com 

Earthquake Engineering Meetings will resume in October. 

EEC will start to prepare the seis-
mic seminar for IBC 2012.  Any 
interested person should plan to 
attend the October meeting or 
contact Tom or Andy. 

Tom Xia, 206.322.1900 
txia@dci-engineers.com 
Andy Taylor, 206.622.5822 
andyt@kpff.com 

Education Meetings will resume in October. Upcoming seminars. 
Mike Wright, 206.402.5156 
Mwright@lwo-se.com 

Existing Buildings No Information available.  
Bryan Zagers, 206.292.1200 
bryanz@cplinc.com  

Legislative No Information available.  OPEN 

Professional Practices 
Wednesday, 9/26,4:00 PM 
Mayflower Hotel Bar 
405 Olive Way, Seattle  

Selection of activities for 
2012/2013 year  

John Tawresey, 206.622.5822 
johntaw@aol.com  

Public Information No scheduled meetings. 
PIC is currently looking for a Chair.  
Contact Cale with your interest 
and to schedule the next meeting. 

Cale Ash, 206.262.9240 
cash@degenkolb.com  

Refresher Course 
January meeting TBA; course to be 
held Tues/Thurs evenings Feb-
March. 

Instructors needed for steel, wood, 
cold-formed steel, and bridge de-
sign sections. 

Mark Moorleghen, 206.332.1900 
mmorleghen@dci-engineers.com  

Scholarship No Information available.  
Bill Mooseker, 425.776.0646 
cascade_bill@comcast.net  

Seattle Users of BIM  
Structural (SUBS) 

To be scheduled.  
Irina Wong, chair 
206.262.9240 
iwong@degenkolb.com  

Snow Load No scheduled meetings. 
Possible need for future work; 
status in flux for western states 
mapping.  Will know more later. 

John Tate, 509.972.3079  
(leave message – will return 
calls) 
Jatce@charter.net  

Sustainability 

Meets fourth Wednesday.  Next 
meeting:  9/26, 12:00-1:00PM, 
Magnusson Klemencic Assoc.,  
1301 5th Ave., #3200, Seattle  

Discussion of committee format 
and topics to be addressed.  

Adam Slivers, 206.622.5822 
Adam.slivers@kpff.com  

Technology  To be scheduled. 
Work is progressing on database 
side of SEAW website. Meetings 
will be scheduled for  design.  

Steve Dill/Lynnell Brunswig 
206.622.5822/206.682.6026 
steve.dill@kpff.com 
seaw@seaw.org  

Wind Engineering  No information available.  OPEN 

WABO/SEAW Liaison 
Meets second Tuesday; next meet-
ing: 9/11, 11:30-1:00, Bellevue City 
Hall, 450 110th Ave. NE, Bellevue  

Current white paper; threaded rod 
hold-down systems in four- and 
five-story wood-framed buildings. 

Charlie Griffes, 206.285.4512 
Charlie@ctengineering.com 

mailto:sbeard@cityoftacoma,com
mailto:Joyce.lem@hdrinc.com
mailto:txia@dci-engineers.com
mailto:andyt@kpff.com
mailto:Mwright@lwo-se.com
mailto:bryanz@cplinc.com
mailto:johntaw@aol.com
mailto:cash@degenkolb.com
mailto:mmorleghen@dci-engineers.com
mailto:cascade_bill@comcast.net
mailto:iwong@degenkolb.com
mailto:Jatce@charter.net
mailto:Adam.slivers@kpff.com
mailto:steve.dill@kpff.com
mailto:seaw@seaw.org
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 Meetings, Seminars and Announcements  

The Structural Engineers Foun-
dation of Washington is hard 
at work planning its second-
annual Fall Forum, which will 
take place on Thursday, Octo-
ber 11. This year’s featured 
speaker is Bill Baker, P.E., S.E., 
Structural Engineering Partner 
at Skidmore, Owings, and 

Merrill in Chicago.  

The Forum will take place in 
the Benaroya Recital Hall be-
ginning at 6 PM. The event will 
be open to the public free of 
charge by advance registra-
tion only, which will be online 

Structural Masonry  

Design Webinar 

The Northwest Concrete 
Masonry Association will be 
conducting a three-session 
webinar focusing on the de-
sign of reinforced concrete 
masonry construction. Both 
working stress and strength 
design methods of the 2009 
IBC and 2008 MSJC codes 

will be covered. 

The updated webinar will 
cover design examples of 
masonry building elements 
by manual and automated 
methods. It is aimed at prac-
ticing engineers who want to 
learn how to design masonry 
in a practical and efficient 
manner. Continuing educa-
tion credit (up to 7.5 PDH) 
can be earned. Certificates of 

attendance will be issued. 

The webinar dates are Octo-

ber 11, 16
th

 and 18th. 

Each session will run from 

4:00 - 6:00 pm Pacific Time 

Additional information can 
be obtained from the North-
west Concrete Masonry Asso-
ciation at 425.697.5298 or 

www.nwcma.org.  

A new one-day EERI technical 
seminar on Learning from 
Recent Major Earthquakes: 
Lessons for Practice, will be 
held in four cities in October 
with support from FEMA/
Department of Homeland Se-
curity The seminar dates and 
locations are Wednesday, Oc-
tober 24, in Salt Lake City, 
Utah; Thursday, October 25, in 
Los Angeles, California; Mon-
day, October 29, in San Fran-
cisco, California; and Tuesday, 
October 30, in Seattle, Wash-

ington.  

Registration will open by Sep-
tember 1 at https://
www.eeri.org/registration/
tech-seminar.php. The online 
registration site will have a link 
to the seminar brochure PDF 
with details on the program, 

presenters, venues, and a print-
able form to register by fax or 

mail, if preferred.  

The seminar will cover the 
many valuable and implement-
able lessons for U.S. practice 
pertaining to the range of 
earthquake professions that 
have been learned from the 
recent major events in Chile, 
New Zealand, and Japan. The 
seminar will provide in-depth 
understanding, as all three 
countries have advanced levels 
of earthquake awareness, mod-
ern seismic building codes, and 
unique experience responding 
to and recovering from damag-
ing earthquakes. Topics and 
presenters include Seismology 
and Ground Motions (David 
Wald), Geotechnical Engineer-
ing and Lifelines (Ross Bou-

langer), the Built Environ-
ment: Buildings and Bridges 
(Bill Holmes or Jack Moehle), 
and Social Impacts: Prepared-
ness, Response and Recovery 
(Rich Eisner or Laurie John-

son).  

The seminar presenters—all 
EERI members—are leading 
experts in their respective 
fields and are especially adept 
at translating complex find-
ings into practical knowledge. 
No matter your disciplinary 
specialty, you will leave this 
program with lessons useful 
in your practice that have 
been learned from research 
into these once-in-a-

generation earthquakes.  

Registration fees are $225 for 
EERI and cosponsor members, 
$300 for nonmembers, and 
$125 for EERI student and 

EERI Seminar: Learning From Recent Major Earthquakes 

Call for Spectra Papers on New Zealand Earthquakes 

Through a collaboration be-
tween the Earthquake Engi-
neering Research Institute 
(EERI) and the New Zealand 
Society for Earthquake Engi-
neering (NZSEE), Earthquake 
Spectra will be publishing a 
special issue on the 2010-11 
Canterbury, New Zealand, 
Earthquakes. Papers are invited 
on the engineering seismology, 
geotechnical, lifelines, structural 
engineering, and social and 
economic sciences aspects of 
the earthquakes and their ef-
fects. Papers on topics such as 

research using data from the 
earthquakes, code and guide-
line development based on 
observations from the earth-
quakes, and new emerging 
lessons for policy and regula-

tion are strongly encouraged. 

Abstracts must be submitted in 
advance of the papers. The 
guest editors may recommend 
the modification or combina-
tion of abstracts for the pur-
pose of maintaining the spe-
cific focus and length require-
ments of the issue. Papers must 
cover material beyond what 

has been published else-
where, including but not 
limited to the NZSEE Bulletin 
and SSA special issues on the 

Canterbury earthquakes. 

Abstracts of one page or less 
must be submitted by Sep-
tember 20, 2012, by email to 
liz@eeri.org with the subject 
indicating “Abstract Submis-
sion for Canterbury Earth-
quakes Special Issue.” Pro-
spective authors are encour-
aged to contact guest editors 
with expressions of interest, 
opportunities for collabora-

(Continued on page 6) 

Structural Engineers Foundation Announces Second Annual Fall Forum 

at www.sefw.org . The event 
will attract owners, develop-
ers, architects, contractors, 
engineers, students, media 
representatives, and the gen-
eral public—and SEFW plans 
to fill the hall to its 500+ ca-

pacity! 

An optional industry-wide 
networking reception will be 
held before the lecture, be-
ginning at 4:30 PM, with indi-
vidual admission by a $25 
donation. Pre-registration is 
required, and is available at 

www.sefw.org. 
Reception space 

is limited. 

Baker’s presenta-
tion, “Creating 
the Language of 
Architecture,” 
surely will not 
disappoint. The 
world-renowned engineer 
most recently worked on the 
high-profile Burj Khalifa in 
Dubai, the reigning tallest 
building in the world. Among 
his many accolades, Baker 

has been named a Fellow of 
ASCE and received a 2011 
ASCE OPAL Lifetime Award 

for Design.  

SEFW looks forward to seeing 

you October 11! 

http://www.nwcma.org
https://www.eeri.org/registration/tech-seminar.php.
https://www.eeri.org/registration/tech-seminar.php.
https://www.eeri.org/registration/tech-seminar.php.
mailto:liz@eeri.org
http://www.sefw.org
http://www.sefw.org
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Engineering is the practice of safe 
and economic application of the sci-

entific laws governing the forces 
and materials of nature by means of 
organization, design, and construc-

tion, for the general  

benefit of mankind.  

S. E. Lindsay, 1920 

 Meetings, Seminars and Announcements, Continued 

Strengthen California!  

Structural Engineers Fight to 
Limit the Devastating Reach of 
Future Quakes   By Tim 
Kaucher, PE, Simpson Strong-

Tie 

What do $524 million, $40 
million, $505 million, $6 bil-
lion, $20 billion 1, 2

  all have in 
common?  If you are thinking 
California Lottery Mega Mil-
lions jackpots or California 
budgets, think again.  These 
monetary values are the esti-
mated property damages of 
five major earthquakes that 
rattled California during the 
20th  Century (San Francisco, 
Long Beach, San Fernando, 
Loma Prieta, and Northridge, 

respectively). 
1
 

More astonishing than the 
monetary value is the loss of 
lives claimed by these 5 events 
as a result of the actual shak-
ing and subsequent fires.  
More than 3000 fatalities were 
recorded from the 1906 M7.8 
San Francisco Earthquake and 

tion with other authors, and 
questions regarding scope. 
For more information, includ-
ing guest editor contact infor-
mation, visit http://
www.eeri.org/2012/07/call-
for-spectra-papers-on-new-
zealand-earthquakes/. 
The objective of EERI is to 
reduce earthquake risk by 
advancing the science and 
practice of earthquake engi-
neering; by improving under-
standing of the impact of 
earthquakes on the physical, 
social, economic, political and 
cultural environment; and by 
advocating comprehensive 
and realistic measures for 
reducing the harmful effects 

of earthquakes.  

(Continued from page 5) fires.  There were 115 and 65 
lives lost during the 1933 M6.4 
Long Beach and the 1971 
M6.6 San Fernando Valley 
earthquakes respectively.  The 
1989 Loma Prieta M6.6 earth-
quake claimed 63 lives, while 
the 1994 M6.7 Northridge 
event took 60 lives.  It should 
be noted that the Northridge 
earthquake was 11 miles deep 
and the strongest shaking was 
northward away from Los An-
geles.  The Puente Hills fault 
directly beneath downtown 
Los Angeles is capable of pro-
ducing a M7.5 at shallower 
depths.  Furthermore, many 
recent seismic events such as 
the M9.0 Japan Earthquake are 
much larger than experts previ-

ously thought could occur. 

As we live in a high seismic risk 
region where it’s a matter of 
when and not if the next earth-
quake will occur, it is impera-
tive to increase awareness of 
the seismic risk and to reduce 
the impact of the next major 
earthquake through seismic 

strengthening.  The Structural 
Engineers Association of South-
ern California (SEAOSC) invites 
you the 2012 Buildings at Risk 
Earthquake Loss Reduction 
Summit to be held at the Long 
Beach Hyatt on October 11th .  
This event is in association with 
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA), the 
California Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (Cal EMA), Cali-
fornia Technical Institute (Cal 
Tech), the Earthquake Country 
Alliance (ECA), and the South-
ern California Earthquake Cen-
ter (SCEC).  Visit 
www.seaosc.org for more in-

formation. 
1
 http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
earthquakes/states/
historical_state.php 
 

2
 Values shown may not be in 
today’s dollar amounts and may 
reflect overall economic loss, as 
an example economic loss from 
the Northridge is estimated at 
$50 billion per http://
www.rms.com/publications/
northridgeeq_retro.pdf 

 

http://www.eeri.org/2012/07/call-for-spectra-papers-on-new-zealand-earthquakes/
http://www.eeri.org/2012/07/call-for-spectra-papers-on-new-zealand-earthquakes/
http://www.eeri.org/2012/07/call-for-spectra-papers-on-new-zealand-earthquakes/
http://www.eeri.org/2012/07/call-for-spectra-papers-on-new-zealand-earthquakes/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/states/historical_state.php
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/states/historical_state.php
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/states/historical_state.php
http://www.rms.com/publications/northridgeeq_retro.pdf
http://www.rms.com/publications/northridgeeq_retro.pdf
http://www.rms.com/publications/northridgeeq_retro.pdf
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 Structural Engineer 

Coughlin Porter Lundeen is 

a consulting structural and 

civil engineering firm located 

in Seattle with a primary fo-

cus on building structures - 

both new construction and 

seismic renovation.  We have 

been providing inventive 

solutions and outstanding 

design to clients throughout 

the Pacific Northwest since 

1994, with a philosophy 

rooted in providing quality 

service to our clients.  We 

seek a qualified, motivated 

structural engineer with 3+ 

years experience.  Candidate 

must be proactive, exhibit 

excellent communication 

skills, and work well in a team 

environment.  The candidate 

will have an opportunity to 

work on diverse project types 

and requires sound technical 

skills and ability to learn 

quickly.   

Please email your cover letter 

and resume to humanre-

sources@cplinc.com  

 Employment Opportunities  

Senior Project Engineer 

R&M CONSULTANTS, INC. 

is seeking a Senior Project 

Engineer to support expan-

sion of our Structural Engi-

neering Group. 

R&M is a well-established, 

employee-owned multi-

discipline professional ser-

vices firm based in Anchor-

age, Alaska. R&M’s Structural 

Engineering Group provides 

structural engineering in sup-

port of a variety of building, 

bridge, transportation, site 

development, utility, and 

marine projects. 

The Senior Project Engineer 

will be responsible for mar-

keting structural engineering 

services, assisting with recruit-

ment, managing project 

work, coordinating technical 

staff, and establishing, pro-

moting and assuring quality 

on all projects and work per-

formed by structural engi-

neering group staff. 

The successful applicant will 

neering business that is part 

of Holmes Group. We are 

looking for talented structural 

engineers to help assist with 

the increased volume of work 

after the numerous earth-

quakes in the Christchurch 

region in 2010 and 2011. 

Packages include relocation, 

a competitive salary, a once 

in a lifetime opportunity to 

help reconstruct a City and 

the chance to explore a beau-

tiful part of the world. We are 

seeking structural engineers 

with between 4-8 years’ seis-

mic design experience; ideally 

someone with PE licensing. 

Check us out at 

www.holmesgroup.com and 

send as one document your 

resume with cover letter to 

hcg-hr@holmesculley.com. 

perform technical design work, 

and provide oversight and co-

ordination with other groups 

to meet client schedules. This 

position involves participation 

in project meetings, client 

meetings, and public meetings. 

This position requires a B.S. in 

Civil or Structural Engineering 

or a related discipline and 10 

or more years of experience in 

structural design work. Experi-

ence in waterfront infrastruc-

ture is desirable. All candidates 

should have good interper-

sonal abilities for working in a 

team environment and strong 

written and verbal communica-

tion skills. Alaska P.E. required 

or able to obtain by reciprocity. 

Please visit our website 

(www.rmconsult.com) for 

more information and to apply 

for the position.  

Structural Engineer 

Holmes Consulting Group 

(HCG) is a New Zealand (NZ) 

based structural and civil engi-

mailto:humanresources@cplinc.com
mailto:humanresources@cplinc.com
http://www.holmesgroup.com/
mailto:hcg-hr@holmesculley.com
http://www.rmconsult.com
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION  

of WASHINGTON • Seattle Chapter 

PO Box 44 • Olympia WA 98507 •206/682-6026 • www.seaw.org 

Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs 

House/Program Peter Somers 
Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen 
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig 
Presentations/Awards Cale Ash 
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston 
Governance Howard Burton 
Committee Oversight Tom Corcoran 
YMF Jennifer Ahlport 
Seattle Users of BIM Structural Irina Wong  
 

 
Legislation open 
Education Mike Wright (interim)  
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Disaster Prep/Response  Joyce Lem 
Public Information open 
Sustainability Adam Slivers 
Snow Load John Tate 
SEAW Historian     Don Northey  

SEAW Calendar 

Statewide Committees & Chairs 

Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Engineering Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Scott Beard 
Existing Buildings Bryan Zagers 
Professional Practices John Tawresey 
Wind Engineering open 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 
Scholarship Bill Mooseker 

For Committee contact information, visit www.seaw.org and click the Committee page 

Are Your 2012 Dues Paid? 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAYING YOUR DUES ONLINE: 
1. Go to www.seaw.org and Log in to the member area (Default 

login name is your email address; password is your first name. 

2. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 

3. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar to see if 

there is an outstanding invoice.  

4. Select the invoice and Follow the prompts to pay your dues 

online using your VISA or Mastercard. 

5. When your payment has been made, you will receive an auto-

mated receipt by email. 

 SEPTEMBER, 2012    
 

 Thursday 20th  October Newsletter deadline 

 Tuesday 25th Seattle Chapter Board Meeting 
   Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting 
   Executive Inn, Seattle 

  Friday  28th State Board Meeting, Seattle  

 Wed 22nd Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting 
   Executive Inn, Seattle 

 Saturday 29th YMF Fall Picnic, 4:00-7:00 pm 
   Gasworks Park, Seattle 

  OCTOBER, 2012 
  

 Wed-Sat 3-6 NCSEA Annual Conference-St. Louis, MO 
    
 Tuesday 9th  YMF Outreach Happy Hour  5:00-7:00 PM 
   The Ram, Seattle (University Village)                

 Thursday  11th SEF Forum, Bill Baker, Benaroya Recital Hall    

 Wed 17th YMF Eastside Happy Hour 5:00-7:00 PM 
   Black Bottle Postern, Bellevue 

 Thursday 18th Great Washington Shakeout             
 http://www.shakeout.org/washingtonindex.html 

 Monday 22nd November Newsletter Deadline 

 Tuesday 23rd  Seattle Chapter Board Meeting 
    Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting  

 Parag Bathia 
Magnusson Klemencic Associate 

BSCE 2011, Rice University 
MSCE 2012, Stanford University 

Class: Associate 
 

Richard “Dick” Hemmen 
DCI Engineers Inc 

Reinstate former membership 
Class: Member SE 

John Mayfield 
Dibble Engineers 

BS Arch 2004, U of W 
MSCE 2011, Uof W 

Licensed EIT, Washington 
Class: Associate 

 

Todd Schoentrup 
Quantum Consulting Engineers 
BSCE 2006, Gonzaga University 

Class: Associate 

Membership Postings 
In accordance with SEAW bylaws, membership applications  are 

vetted by the Membership Committee, granted  probationary status 
by the chapter board, and posted for membership comment. Mem-
bership is considered accepted 30 days after posting if current year 

dues are paid and no member objections have been received.  

Applications 

Classification Changes 
B. Richal Smith from Member SE to Life Member 

Membership 

https://www.seaw.org
http://www.seaw.org
http://www.shakeout.org/washington/index.html

