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Continuing Education 
Credits for  

September Meeting : 

In view of the highly 
technical nature of our 
program this month, 

PDH certificates will be 
available for attendees. 

 

Date:  Tuesday, September 28, 2010  

Place: McCormick & Schmick’s Harborside 
 1200 Westlake Ave N, Seattle 

Time: Note: Special times this month
 5:15—6:00 PM Social 
 6:00—7:15 PM Dinner  
 7:15—9:00 PM Program 

Menu:  Choose between: 
  Pan Seared Chicken Breast  
            with Chipotle Cream 
~OR~  Three Cheese Ravioli with Sage     
            Wine Butter Sauce 

Price: SEAW Members $30.00 
Non-Members  $35.00  
Students/unemployed Members $15.00 
(must have paid 2010 dues)   
Registration after 9/24, add $5.00
   
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED! 

Reservation Deadline: Friday, September 24th 

Register Online at www.seaw.org 
or by email to seaw@seaw.org  

No-shows and cancellations after the deadline  
will be billed 

 

This month’s dinner 
meeting program is 
taken directly from the 
NCSEA Winter Institute 
held last March in San 
Diego.  In keeping with 
the theme “Seismic 
Design: Explaining the 
“Y” Factor From One 
Generation to the 
Next,” NCSEA asked 
the speakers to explain 
the underlying intent 
behind seismic provi-
sions in the IBC, ASCE 7, and the material 
standards.  Dr. Chia-Ming Uang was the first 
speaker and, taking this request to heart, 
gave an amazing presentation demystifying 
the ever-sophisticated steel and seismic 
codes from a historical perspective. The 
2010 AISC Seismic Provisions were used to 
demonstrate not only how, but why various 
seismic principles are implemented in the 
code and standards.  

Northwest SEA attendees at the Winter Insti-
tute resolved to invite Dr. Uang to reprise his 
presentation locally, and he graciously 
agreed to make back-to-back presentations 
in Seattle on September 28th and Portland 
on September 29th.    

No matter where you are in your career, 
you will find this presentation invaluable.  
Those in the early stages of their career will 
gain great insight into the “why” of seismic 
provisions in general and in steel design in 
particular -- valuable information for those 
preparing for licensing examinations.  Those 
who are further along their career path will 
gain insights as to “why” the codes and 
standards are constantly changing.  Those 
who remember the steel manuals before 
they were even green will be brought up to 
date on the latest underlying principles. 

If you only attend one SEAW program this 
year, make sure it is this one!!!  Since this is a 
longer than usual  technical presentation, 
we will not have a mini-seminar and will 
move dinner forward by 30 minutes.   

Due to the anticipated interest in this pres-
entation, it is likely that it will be a sellout.  
Make your reservations early!   

Meeting Information: 

Professor Chia-Ming Uang is a Professor of Struc-
tural Engineering at the University of California, 
San Diego.  His research area is in seismic design 
methodology, large-scale testing, seismic analysis 
and design of steel structures.  Professor Uang was 
a recipient of two awards from the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers: the Raymond C. Reese Re-
search Prize in 2001 and the Moisseiff Award in 
2004.  He also received the Special Achievement 
Award from AISC in 2007. 

Underlying Concepts in Seismic Design Codes—Application to Steel 
Building Structures  
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A ll SE Members of SEAW will 
be receiving an electronic 

ballot for revisions to the State 
Association bylaws this month.  
The SEAW State Board of Trus-
tees has recommended your 
approval of these revisions to 
SEAW State Association bylaws.  
These revisions extend the right 
to vote on State Association 
business to PE Members and 
modernize the bylaw language.  

These revisions are a part of a 
major rewrite of the Seattle 
Chapter and State Association 
bylaws undertaken by the 
SEAW Seattle Chapter Board of 
Directors with the assistance of 
the Governance Committee. 

In order to maintain consis-
tency between chapter bylaws 
and state bylaws these revisions 
to the state bylaws need to be 
approved in advance of the 
revisions to the Seattle Chapter 
bylaws.  This ballot was ap-
proved by the SEAW State 
Board of Trustees on May 21, 
2010, and now, in accordance 
with Article XI of the Associa-
tion bylaws, must be ratified by 
a two-thirds majority of all state 
SE MEMBERS before becoming 
effective. 

A copy of the State Association 
bylaws with revisions in under-
line-strikeout format will be 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter 
Equilibrium is published 
monthly from September 
through May and is available 
online at www.seaw.org.  
Articles, letters, and an-
nouncements are accepted by 
e-mail to seaw@seaw.org.  
Advertising rates (prepaid) 
Help Wanted/Job wanted, 
max 200 words, $65; Display 
ads: Quarter page, $115; Half 
Page, $150; Full Page $190. 
10% discount for ads running 
two or more months. Dead-
line is the fourth Friday of the 
month. Contact SEAW for an 
advertising order form.  
Except where noted, opinions 
expressed in this newsletter 
reflect those of the author 
and do not reflect or repre-
sent the position of SEAW. 
Portions of this newsletter 
may be reproduced provided 
credit is given. 

SEAW September 2010 Bylaws Revision Proposed 

included in the ballot email and 
can be accessed online at the 
link below this article. Members 
are being asked to approve all 
revisions as a single ballot item. 

Major changes to the State 
Association bylaws include: 

1. Individuals with PE registra-
tion but without SE registra-
tion have previously been 
referred to as “Professional 
Associate” members and 
were not allowed to vote on 
state business.  The revised 
bylaws now refer to these 
members as “Member PEs” 
and allow all privileges en-
joyed by SEs except the right 
to hold a State Board of Trus-
tees position. 

2. Individuals with SE registra-
tion, previously referred to as 
“MEMBERS”, are now re-
ferred to as “Member SEs”. 

3. The descriptions of each type 
of member have been reor-
ganized to improve clarity. 

4. Voting and membership 
rights of members have been 
clarified. 

Other changes were made to 
improve readability or to elimi-
nate inconsistencies, including: 

1. Article I section 2(i):  renum-
bered for clarity 

2. Article II section 1:  definition 

added for “Association” used 
throughout the document 

3. Article II section 4:  classifica-
tion definitions made by refer-
ence instead of being listed 

4. Article II section 4:  clear state-
ment that Chapter members 
are also State Association 
members 

5. Article II section 5:  reworded 
to clarify intent 

6. Article II section 6:  reworded 
to clarify intent 

7. Article II section 7:  viewed as 
unnecessary and removed 

8. Article IV section 7:  reworded 
to clarify intent 

9. Article V section 3:  reworded 
to eliminate outdated policy 

10.Article VII section 1:  re-
worded to clarify intent 

11.Article IX section 3:  reworded 
to allow greater autonomy of 
chapters to elect directors in 
accordance with their chapter 
bylaws 

12.Article IX section 5:  allows 
chapters to combine the office 
of secretary and treasurer or to 
eliminate the office of secretary 
if a commercial secretary is 
retained 

13.Article IX section 6:  com-

pletely reworded to improve 
readability 

14.Article IX section 6(b): 
changed to require Member 
PEs “to be regularly engaged 
in structural engineering” 

15.Article IX section 11: new 
section to allow for recipro-
cal membership previously 
only in the Seattle Chapter 
bylaws 

16.Article IX section 13(c):  
revised to reflect actual prac-
tice 

17.Article IX section 14(e): re-
worded to clarity intent 

18.Article IX section 14(f): re-
worded to clarity intent 

Upon ratification of the re-
vised State Association by-
laws, each individual chapter 
(Seattle, Southwest, Spokane 
and South Central) will up-
date their bylaws to incorpo-
rate these changes. 

Many thanks to the Govern-
ance Committee for their 
assistance:  Jessica Jenness, 
Mark D’Amato, Peter Opsahl, 
Scott Douglas, Ed Huston 
and Ted Smith. 

Howard Burton,  
Governance Committee chair  

Have You Paid Your 2010 SEAW Dues? 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAYING YOUR DUES ONLINE: 

1. Go to www.seaw.org 
2. Log in to the member area (Default login name is your 

email address; password is your first name. 
3. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 
4. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar 

to see if there is an outstanding invoice.  
5. Select the invoice and Follow the prompts to pay your 

dues online using your VISA or Mastercard. 
6. When your payment has been made, you will receive 

an automated receipt by email. 
 

Have you forgotten your Login Information?  Simply click on 
“Forgot Password” under the Member sign in area and en-
ter your email address. Your information will be sent to the 
email address associated with your membership. 

If not, please pay 
your dues online or 
send your check to 
 

SEAW 
PO Box 44 
Olympia WA 98507 
 

At press time,  
522 Seattle Chapter 
Members have paid 
their 2010 Dues. 
 

Have You? 

As a reminder, names of unpaid members  
will be published in the October Equilibrium 

Link to complete bylaws revision proposal: 
 http://www.seaw.org/documents/BylawRev0910.pdf   
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Chun Lau, SEAW delegate to 
the National Council of Struc-
tural Engineers Associations 
(NCSEA) has just begun his 
tenure, succeeding our long-
time delegate, John Riley.  
NCSEA is working to provide a 
review course for the upcoming 
change to the NCEES 16-hour 
Structural Exam, and is looking 
for feedback from member 
SEAs. Chun also serves on the 
Washington State Board of 
Licensing for Engineers and 
invites input from members on 
the Canadian comity issue. 
Reach Chun at clau@dci-
engineers.com. 

Special Guest Jared Plank pre-
sented a brief introduction to 
the ACE Mentor Program, and 
invited participation as the pro-
gram begins its 2010-2011 sea-
son. ACE is an after-school men-
tor program for high school 
students interested in Architec-
ture, Construction, Engineering 
(ACE) career opportunities. 
Those interested in mentoring 
should email Dan Nelson at 
DanN@tiscareno.net. More 
information can be found at 
www.acementor.org 

Next up was Tom Xia, chair of 
the Earthquake Engineering 
Committee. Of the 80 to 90 
members of this committee, 
about 20 are working members 
and the rest are corresponding 
members—a great way to stay 
in tune with current issues. 
Committee activities will focus 
on the 2012 IBC, ASCE 7-10, 
and seismic mapping. 

Andrew McGlenn introduced 
the intent to form a new Tech-
nology Committee. This group 
will help with design and main-
tenance of the SEAW website 
as well as research new tech-
nologies to help our organiza-
tion better serve its members. 
Volunteers are encouraged to 
contact Andrew McGlenn or 
Howard Burton. 

Mark Moorleghen, new chair of 
the Refresher Course Commit-
tee reported that the 2010 
course is underway. Plans for 
the course include expanding 
beyond exam preparation to a 
more overall offering to practic-
ing engineers. Mark invited the 

Summer Casual Meeting Recap 
-From the hastily scrawled 
notes of your SEAW Adminis-
trator. A complete list of com-
mittee contact information 
follows the article. 

O ver 60 SEAW members 
and guests convened for 

our annual Summer Casual 
meeting at the Corinthian 
Yacht Club. The pizza and 
beer event featured a show-
case of SEAW committees in a 
beautiful setting overlooking 
Shilshole Bay Marina and 
views of Puget Sound. 

Opening the committee show-
case was a report on the Pub-
lic Information Committee by 
Griffin Thornock, who was 
standing in for chair Cale Ash.  
The committee, Griffin noted, 
is concerned with promoting 
SEAW to the public as well as 
interfacing with other SEAW 
committees, with a goal of 
establishing SEAW as the 
source for structural engineer-
ing information. Plans are un-
derway to develop a Speakers 
Bureau and define a list of 
subject-matter experts to re-
spond to the media when 
needed. 

Peter Somers introduced the 
Existing Buildings Committee. 
This group is a spinoff from 
the Earthquake Engineering 
Committee, primarily dedi-
cated to serving as a technical 
resource for SEAW as well as 
local jurisdictions regarding 
existing building codes and 
standards. Issues having to do 
with wind and snow are ad-
dressed as well as seismic. The 
committee meets every other 
month. 

Peter also covered the Code 
Advisory Committee, which is 
an oversight committee of the 
four functioning Code Com-
mittees, dedicated to ensuring 
that SEAW speaks with a uni-
fied voice at code hearings. 

Scott Beard, new chair of the 
Building Engineering Commit-
tee, reported that this commit-
tee is reforming after a short 
hiatus. One of the potential 
areas of focus will be the issue 
of verification of generated 
computer analysis. 

participation of younger engi-
neers who have recently 
passed the SE exam. 

Ed Huston, Exam Committee 
chair, briefly touched on the 
upcoming change by the 
Washington State Board of 
Registration to the NCEES 16 
hour exam format beginning 
in April 2011. Washington 
State will offer its SE III exam 
for the last time in October 
2011. Ed also reported that 
NCEES will soon publish a new 
Sample Questions and Solu-
tions book. Watch 
www.ncees.org for details. 

Marjorie Lund introduced the 
recently formed Sustainability 
Committee. The focus of this 
committee is to determine 
sustainability issues that are 
pertinent to structural engi-
neering, and disseminate infor-
mation to the membership 
through articles in the Equilib-

rium.  The group meets 
monthly and maintains a Ya-
hoo group site. 

Jon Siu presented the Profes-
sional Practices Committee in 
the absence of chair John 
Tawresey. The committee is 
only just getting re-started, so 
the final direction has not 
been set.  Among the many 
potential tasks discussed to 
date are to write a commen-
tary to the State of Washing-
ton on the definition of 
“significant structure,” and 
address member questions 
about stamping issues and 
other areas involving the prac-
tice of structural engineering.  

Charlie Griffes was on hand to 
report on the WABO/SEAW 
group—a coalition of engi-
neers and building officials  
that has produced a number 
of White Papers posted on the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 Seattle Engineers and Architects in Haiti—Trip #2 

SEAW website. The most recent, 
White Paper 6a 2010, addresses 
Phased Approvals in Permitting.  
The group meets monthly and 
encourages participation by 
anyone interested. 

Disaster Preparedness and Re-
sponse chair Paul Brallier noted 
that the WABO/SEAW group is 
working on a paper to address 
responsibilities and reporting 
guidelines for engineers per-
forming post-earthquake inspec-
tion of buildings for established 
clients.  Paul noted that two 
teams have travelled to Haiti, 
and one to Chile, and a briefing 
on the trips was held in June. 
He wrapped up with a note that 
an ATC-20 training is in the 
works for November 17th. Time 
and location are being deter-
mined. 

Scott Douglas gave a brief re-
port on the disaster response 
trips to Haiti and noted that a 
third trip is being planned 
within the next six months. Scott 
encouraged donations to the 
Disaster Response fund on the 
SEAW website. 

Scott also reported as new chair 
of the Wind Engineering Com-
mittee, which meets monthly at 
the Port of Seattle offices in 
SeaTac. Tasks include reviewing 
code change proposals and the 
updating of the SEAW Wind 
Commentary for the new codes. 
Technical committee members 

are encouraged to join the ef-
fort. 

Filling in for Education Commit-
tee chair Joe Ferzli, Scott an-
nounced that a fall seminar is in 
the planning stages. Topic will 
be Chords and Collectors. Com-
mittee welcomes new mem-
bers! 

The Governance Committee, 
with Howard Burton as chair, 
has been working to update 
the State Bylaws. Participants 
are welcome to join the effort. 

Dan Yeager, chair of the 
Younger Member Forum, re-
ported that in addition to the 
SEAW-sponsored happy hours 
in Seattle and the east side, the 
group participates in a Habitat 
for Humanity project each year, 
and schedules one or two con-
struction site tours. Currently in 
the works: a tour of Swedish 
Hospital Issaquah, and a barbe-
cue on September 25th at 
Golden Gardens. 

On behalf of the chapter and 
all who have attended Summer 
Casual meetings, I’d like to ex-
tend a “Thank You” to Charlie 
Griffes for sponsoring our use 
of the Corinthian Yacht Club 
over the years, and to Cheryl 
Burwell and Lara Simmons for 
heading up this year’s excellent 
array of beverages. 

-Lynnell Brunswig,  
SEAW Administrator 
seaw@seaw.org 

SEAW STANDING COMMITTEES 

State Committee Chairs E-mail 
Building Engineering Scott Beard sbeard@cityoftacoma.org 

Code Advisory John Hooper jhooper@mka.com 

Disaster Prep.  Paul Brallier brallip@consultant.wsdot.wa.gov 

Earthquake Eng. Tom Xia txia@dci-engineers.com 

Education Joe Ferzli joef@ckcps.com 

Exam Ed Huston huston@smithhustoninc.com 

Existing Buildings Peter Somers psomers@mka.com 

Legislative Matthew Toton mtoton@toton-structural.com 

Prof. Practices John Tawresey johntaw@aol.com 

Public Information Cale Ash cash@degenkolb.com 

Scholarship Bill Mooseker cascadebill@comcast.net 

Snow Load John Tate jatce@charter.net  

Sustainability Marjorie Lund marjorie@lundandeverton.com  

Wind Engineering Scott Douglas sdouglas@dci-engineers.com 

Seattle Chapter Committee Chairs 

Committee Oversight Tom Bykonen tmb@pxbyk.com 

Engineer of the Year Ed Huston huston@smithhustoninc.com 

Newsletter  Lynnell Brunswig seaw@seaw.org 

Presentations/Awards Andrew McGlenn mcglenn@jacobssf.com 

Programs Peter Opsahl peter@paostructural.com  

Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen mmoorleghen@dci-engineers.com 

Representatives to Related Organizations: 

Western Council Ed Huston huston@smithhustoninc.com 

NCSEA Rep Chun Lau clau@dci-engineers.com 

BSSC Rep Doug Wilson dwilson@reidmidd.com  

SEAW/WABO Mark D’Amato mdamato@dci-engineers.com 

Summer Casual Recap -continued from previous page 

O n July 21 a second team 
of twelve Engineers and 

Architects traveled to Haiti to 
provide technical expertise 
after that country’s January 
12, 2010 magnitude 7.0 seis-
mic event.  The team oper-
ated for two weeks out of 
Petit Goave, a city 42 miles 
southwest of Port au Prince, 
Haiti’s capital, and less than 
20 miles from the earth-
quake’s epicenter. 

After an exciting time getting 
across a flooded river on the 
trip to Petit Goave , the team 
received an overwhelming 
welcome.  Even though it 
had been over six months 

since the earthquake, very 
few buildings in that area 
had been evaluated for 
safety, repair, or demolition.  
The team worked with sev-
eral NGO’s in the area, in-
cluding CHF (Cooperative 
Housing Foundation), PIN 
(Partners in Need, a Czech 
NGO), MDM (Medecins du 
Monde, a French NGO), IFRC 
(International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies), as well as the City 
Government of Petit Goave.   
The team also delivered a 
demolition saw blade and 
hurricane ties to NGO Hands 

(Continued on page 5) 

Haiti Team #2: Top row, left to right:  Clayton Smith, Roi Chang, Chris 
Shaw, Brian Olmstead, Jill Browning, Kai Ki Mow, Jean Occeant (team 
translator), Tim Abell, Emmanuel Cimeus (PIN Translator).  Bottom 
row:  Scott Douglas, Janine Glaeser, Mike Shattuck, Maria Skalova 
(PIN), Christopher Palms (not pictured:  Rylan Knuttgen) 
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 YMF Corner 

on Disaster Relief (HODR), 
thanks to donations from 
SEAW members Tim Nord-
strom from Hilti and Jim Matti-
son with Simpson Strong-Tie.     

 The majority of the work con-
sisted of ATC-20 rapid evalua-
tions of schools and medical 
facilities, most some distance 
outside of the city.  One team 
even had to be flown in by a 
UN helicopter to a location 
inaccessible by four wheel 
drive.    

The ATC-20 based evaluations 
utilized a bilingual form in both 
French and English.  For the 
last few days evaluations were 
performed using PDAs pro-
vided by the Haitian Govern-
ment.  In addition to the ATC-
20 seismic evaluations, build-
ings were also classified for 
being potential shelters in Cate-
gory 1 to 5 hurricanes.  On the 
last day the entire group was 
summoned  to meet with the 
mayor of Petit Goave, where 

engineer for six years and 
currently works for Quantum 
Consulting Engineers on a 
variety of projects. Amanda 
enjoys any type of winter 
sport and backpacking dur-

ing the summer. This is 
Amanda’s first year as a YMF 
representative and will be 
coordinating all of the social 
events for the year.  

Haiti Trip #2  -continued from previous page 

By Dan Yeager, chair 

A s we start a new year 
with YMF, I would like to 

share with everyone a little 
bit about the Younger Mem-
bers Forum leadership and 
some of the activities each of 
us will be planning through-
out the year.  

Past Chair-Jessica Jenness 

Jessica graduated from Gon-
zaga and has been working 
hard in the engineering in-
dustry for four years. She 
currently works on a multi-
tude of project types at CG 
Engineering. We have greatly 
appreciated the time Jessica 
gave as Chair of YMF from fall 
2009 to spring 2010. She will 
be supporting the Leadership 
team this year with her hard-
earned knowledge of getting 
younger engineers excited 
about participating in SEAW. 

Chair-Dan Yeager 

Dan graduated from the Uni-
versity of Wyoming and is 
currently in his fifth year of 
working as an engineer. Cur-
rently working at DCI Engi-
neers he works on mixed-use 
projects. In his spare time 
Dan likes to do small wood-
working projects and partici-
pate in many different types 
of outdoor sports. He served 
as YMF vice Chair fall 2009 to 
spring 2010 and this year will 
be helping coordinate all 
YMF activities and in charge 
of organizing volunteers for 
the PSEC event in the spring. 

Vice Chair-Robyn Yang 

Robyn graduated from Wash-
ington State University and 
has had four wonderful years 
in engineering. She currently 
works for DCI Engineers on a 
number of different mixed-
use projects. When Robyn 
isn’t cheering hard for her 
Cougars she likes to go snow-
boarding. Robyn did great 
work as the Outreach Chair 
from fall 2009 to spring 2010 
and will be coordinating all 
of our community service 
projects for the year.  

Outreach Representative-
Kevin Solberg 

Kevin graduated from the 
University of Canterbury and 
continued his education at 
the University of Washington. 
He has been working as an 
engineer for the last four 
years. He currently works on 
medical projects at Magnus-
son Klemencic Associates. 
When Kevin isn’t working 
hard he enjoys skiing and 
sailing. This is Kevin’s first 
year as a YMF representative 
and he will be helping coor-
dinate activities with students 
in universities in the Seattle 
area. 

Social Representative-
Amanda Johnson 

Amanda graduated from 
University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and decided to 
further her education with a 
degree from the University of 
Illinois. She has worked as an 

YMF Leadership Left to Right Amanda Johnson, Robyn 
Yang, Jessica Jenness, Dan Yeager, Kevin Solberg 

they received thanks for their 
efforts.  

The team developed a very 
strong relationship with the 
many NGOs in Petit Goave.  
There will very likely be a 
request in the future from 
some of these  NGOs for ad-
ditional technical assistance 
dealing with the considerable 
amount of work that remains.   

If you are interested in partici-
pating in this probable future 
work, consider becoming 
involved with SEAW’s Disas-

ter Response Committee by 
contacting Committee Chair 
Paul Brallier at  
brallip@ consultant.wsdot.wa.gov 
or Scott Douglas, the Disaster 
Response Committee’s  Haiti 
Coordinator  at  
sdouglas@dci-engineers.com.  

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides 
networking and social opportunities to SEAW mem-
bers 35 and under, as well as new non-member engi-
neers and students. All SEAW members are welcome 
to participate in YMF functions. 

Upcoming YMF Events 
Happy Hour 
September 15th, 5 PM, Rory’s, Edmonds 
October 13th, 5 PM, Sazerac, Seattle 
 
Summer Picnic 
September 25th, 10AM- 2PM, Golden Gardens, Seattle 
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 News of Note 

ACE Mentor Program Be-
ginning 2010-2011 Season 
Seeking Volunteer Profession-
als to Help Mentor High 
School Students 

The ACE Mentor Program of 
Washington (ACE) is recruiting 
mentors for the upcoming 
school year. 

ACE is an after-school mentor 
program for high school stu-
dents who are interested in 
learning about career opportu-
nities in architecture, construc-
tion, and engineering (A.C.E.). 

The program offers students 
the opportunity to work with 
professionals from leading ar-
chitecture, construction and 
engineering firms in Seattle and 
Bellevue.  These professionals 
volunteer their time and men-
tor the students.  Teams meet 
every other week (from Octo-
ber to May) after school in the 
offices of the team mentors.  
Over the course of the school 
year, team sessions might in-

clude hands-on-activities, office 
tours, presentations, and site 
trips.  Students work as a team 
on their own design project 
and present it at the end of the 
year to their peers and parents. 

The two-fold mission of ACE is: 
to enlighten and motivate stu-
dents toward architecture, con-
struction, and engineering ca-
reers; and to provide mentoring 
opportunities for design and 
construction professionals.  ACE 
makes a special attempt to 
reach students who otherwise 
may not become aware of the 
exciting and meaningful chal-
lenges and rewards that a ca-
reer in the design and construc-
tion industry offers.  The pro-
gram’s goals extend to the 
eventual successful employ-
ment of the ACE students in the 
design and construction indus-
try.  ACE offers scholarships to 
selected graduates of the pro-
gram and mentors are encour-
aged to maintain relationships 
with the students.  Participating 

companies are also encouraged 
to hire qualified ACE students 
for summer jobs. 

To date 815 students have com-
pleted the program and 
$215,000 has been given in 
scholarships.  Last year over 
190 students participated in the 
program from 40 high schools.  
Approximately 94% of ACE 
graduates go on to college.  Of 
that 94%, over 65% study ACE-
related majors.  Last year ACE 
Seattle graduates were 
awarded $35,500 in local and 
national scholarships. 

ACE Mentor Program of Wash-
ington is entering its 10th year 
of serving the community.  The 
program’s growth is limited by 
the number of mentor partici-
pants.  Those interested in men-
toring, contributing, or partici-
pating in any way are encour-
aged to contact Dan Nelson via 
email (DanN@tiscareno.net).  
Eastside firms and professionals 
are especially needed and en-
couraged to participate.  More 

information about the ACE 
Mentor Program can be found 
at http://acementor.org/.  

 

Invitation to Participate in 
OSU Sustainability Survey 
The Oregon State University 
invites SEAW members to par-
ticipate in a survey designed to 
measure interest in sustainabil-
ity among structural engineers. 
Participation will help influence 
the direction of sustainability-
related research to provide re-
sults useful for structural engi-
neers. The survey is hosted 
online at  
http://tinyurl.com/sust-survey. 
The first two parts of the survey 
will take about ten minutes to 
complete, followed by an op-
portunity to expand on answers 
if you so desire. Questions 
about the survey may be ad-
dressed to Tona Rodriguez-Nikl, 
Ph.D., P.E. at 
 rodrigto@engr.orst.edu.  

Mark Your Calendar! 

2010 Western Council SEA Roundup 
Held in conjunction with the APEGBC Conference 

 
Telus Whistler Conference Centre Whistler, BC 

October 21—23, 2010 

http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/index.htm 

 
Preliminary Program: 

Thursday October 21, 2010   
10:00 AM - 12 PM - NWCSEA Council Meeting 

1:45 - 4:45 PM - WCSEA Council Meeting 

4:45 - 6:30 PM - Exhibitor Event 

7:00 PM - 12:00 AM - Social Event 

Friday October 22, 2010   
9:00 AM - 4:45 PM - Annual Conference  

(Structural Engineering Sessions)  

6:30 PM - 12:00 AM - President's Awards Gala 

Saturday October 23, 2010 
Social Activities 

Notes:  The highway between Vancouver and Whistler has 
been recently upgraded as part of the 2010 Olympic Games 
Transportation plan, making travel to and from Whistler safer 
and more convenient than in the past.  Passports are required 
for visitors from the US traveling to Canada. 
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HELP WANTED ADS are accepted through the fourth Friday 
preceding the publication month. The cost for text ads is $65 
per insertion pre-paid, with discounts for multiple runs. Ad 
copy should be limited to 200 words or less and must be 
submitted by e-mail. Advertising order forms and information 
about display advertising, can be found on our website at: 
http://www.seaw.org/resources_newsletter.cfm 

 Meetings, Seminars, Announcements 

 Opportunities 

all those interested in the sub-
ject to take advantage of this 
exciting professional develop-
ment opportunity. 

Participation in the upcoming 
event is available to members 
of WCSEA member organiza-
tions at a discounted 
rate.  Note that participation in 
the course can be either in 
person or via the Internet in 
real time.   The venue is the 
new SFU Woodwards Cinema, 
149 West Hastings Street, Van-
couver, BC.  Attendance will be 
limited by the venue size; this 
event is proving to be very 
popular, therefore we strongly 
urge those wishing to partici-
pate to register at their earliest 
convenience.  Times refer to 

Mark Your Calendar for 
Fall ATC-20 Training 
The SEAW Disaster Prepared-
ness and Response Committee 
will hold an ATC-20 training on 
Wednesday, November 17th. 
ATC-20 is the most common 
methodology used to perform 
post-damage safety evaluations 
of buildings.  In the aftermath 
of a major disaster, building 
safety assessment is one of the 
most distressing problems of 
unknown scope and severity 
that engineers, architects, 
building officials, and building 
owners have to face.   

The committee is currently 
working to locate a free or low 
cost venue in or near down-
town Seattle that will accom-

modate 100 attendees. If you 
know of such a venue, please 
contact chair Paul Brallier at 
brallip@consultant.wsdot.wa.gov.  

 

Displacement-Based 
Seismic Design Seminar 
– Nigel Priestly 
Western Council organization 
members are invited to partici-
pate in a seminar to be hosted 
on September 17 and 18, 
2010, by SEABC.  The subject is 
Displacement-Based Seismic 
Design featuring world-
renowned seismic design ex-
pert, Professor Nigel 
Priestley.  Presentations by 
Nigel Priestley are extremely 
rare these days, and we urge 

Senior Structural Engineer 

CASE Forensics is a well-
established forensic engineering 
firm that provides high quality 
forensic and multi-discipline engi-
neering consulting/testing ser-
vices. Primary services include fire 
investigations, product/system 
failure analysis, mechanical, elec-
trical, and material analysis, struc-
tural/architectural  damage 
evaluations and repair design, 
and accident reconstruction. Our 
current need is for an experi-
enced and licensed Structural 
Engineer to join our Seattle, 
Washington team.  We are look-
ing for an articulate, confident, 
and professional individual who 
has excellent writing skills and 
expe rie nce in st ruc tura l/
architectural failure analysis, and 
structural design work related to 
buildings of all construction 
types. 

The focus of this position will be 
to determine the cause and na-
ture of structural and other types 
of construction failures. Some 
repair design is required. The 
ideal candidate is a self-starter 
who can establish and maintain 
client contacts and has a drive 
for building a business. CASE 
Forensics fosters an environment 
where the common goal is suc-
cess and continued growth. 

Minimum License Requirements 

• WA State SE License required 
or the ability to obtain SE li-
cense through immediate 
reciprocity. 

Minimum Requirements 

• 10 + years of structural design 
and/or failure analysis. 

• Extensive experience in the 
design or failure of wood 
frame, concrete, and metal 
commercial and residential 
structures.  

• Willing and capable of per-
forming hands-on investiga-
tions and working multiple 
assignments.  

• Must be able to work effec-
tively with the insurance, 
property management, and 
legal communities. 

• Must possess the ability/
experience to market ser-
vices to potential clients.  

• Must have excellent cus-
tomer service, communica-
tion (written and verbal), 
and project management 
skills. 

• Must have experience in 
failure/damage analysis, 
building codes, and con-
struction best practice. 

• Some travel required, primar-
ily within the Pacific North-
west. 

• Relocation costs may be 
considered. 

Compensation / Benefits: 

In addition to a competitive 
salary and a unique working 
environment, our benefits 
package offers full medical & 
dental (100% paid for employ-
ees), vacation, sick leave, and 
401K. 

Submission Instructions 

If you are interested please 
se nd yo ur  re sume  to 
wwolfert@case4n6.com 

local time (Pacific Time Zone); 
costs are in $CAD. 

Event cost is $375 + 12% 
HST  per delegate, or per 
Internet connection.  There 
will be a limited number of 
accompanying text books 
available to delegates at a 
price of $150 + 12% 
HST.  You can register on the 
SEABC website at 
www.seabc.ca 

Chance Engineering 
Seminar September 22
-23, 2010 
Learn the proper application, 
installation, material selection 
and specification of 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

 

 
2010 AELC WASHINGTON GOLF FUNDRAISER 

September 24, 2010 - 9:00 a.m. Shotgun  
Golf Club at Echo Falls, Snohomish, WA 

Be a part of this event to support the efforts 
of the Architects and Engineers Legislative Council. 

AELC is ACEC's primary  
legislative coalition, protecting the business interests 

of the architectural and engineering industries. 

This is an excellent opportunity to support the organiza-
tion that fights for important issues like tort reform, QBS, 
infrastructure funding and fair competition; to network 

with other professionals; and to have a good time!  

Don’t play golf? Be a sponsor! 

ABOUT AELC WASHINGTON  

Eight trade associations and professional societies com-
prise the AELC. It provides a platform for organizations 
supporting the interests of architects and architectural 
firms, engineers and engineering firms in Washington 

State to work cooperatively on legislative objectives and 
issues for the improvement of business conditions.  

For Registration and Sponsorship Opportunities go to 
http://www.aelcwashington.org 

 
$175 per golfer. Includes cart, lunch, and prizes.  

Register by September 17, 2010. 
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 Meetings, Seminars, Announcements 

CHANCE® Helical Anchors, 
Helical Piles and Atlas Resis-
tance® Piers. 

• Professional development 
hours (PDH) certificate for 
12 hours  

• Training and FREE copy of 
HeliCAP® v2.0 Helical Ca-
pacity Design Software, a 
retail value of $250  

• World-class education on 
helical piles and resistance 
piers  

• Field installation and load 
testing of Helical Pull-
down® Micropile 

 
Two day fee :$199.00 – in-
cludes breakfast and lunch 
each day 
Doubletree Guest Suites 
(SouthCenter) 
For more information and 
Sign up go to 
www.abchance.com or con-
tact Terri King @ 503-235-
4625 
 

Skyline Steel to Host 
Lecture Series Event 
Innovative Steel Foundation 
Solutions for NW Marine, 
Transportation and Parking 
Applications 

Thurs, September 23, 2010 
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Fairmont Olympic Hotel,  
Seattle 

The Engineering Group at 
Skyline Steel is proud to pre-
sent this complimentary, non-
commercial seminar. This 
event is specifically designed 
for civil, structural, geotechni-
cal engineers and academics. 
We have partnered with in-
dustry professionals to pro-
vide information on the tech-
nological advances in marine, 
transportation and parking 
applications. A certificate for 
2 PDHs will be awarded to 
attendees. In addition, the 
latest technical manuals and 
design software will be made 
available. Don’t miss this 
great opportunity to network 
with other industry profes-
sionals, while obtaining pro-
fessional development hours. 

This event includes feature 
presentations on the follow-

ing topics: Pipe Piling; Design-
ing for Durability; Below 
Grade Parking Structures 
Using Permanent Steel Sheet 
Pile Walls; Construction Meth-
ods and Design of Marine 
Structures; The Top Reasons 
to Choose Steel Bearing Piles; 
Accelerated Bridge Construc-
tion in an Urban Corridor 
Using Steel Pile Bents; and, 
the SR 529 Ebey Slough 
Bridge Replacement project. 
Our expert panel of speakers 
includes: Don Tylenda, Busi-
ness Development Manager, 
Skyline Steel; Gerry McShane, 
VP Engineering, Skyline Steel; 
Jason Thompson, PE, SE As-
sociate, KPFF Consulting En-
gineers; Robert Bittner, PE, 
President, Bittner-Shen Con-
sulting Engineers, Inc.; Mark 
Vinson, PE, Supervising 
Bridge Engineer, Parsons 
Brinckerhoff; and, Richard 
Stoddard, PE, SE Bridge De-
sign Unit Manager (Bridges & 
Structures), Washington State 
Department of Transporta-
tion. 

To register and/or obtain 
additional information, please 
visit us at: 
www.skylinesteel.com/news/ 

 

Exploring Building De-
sign with Steel Joists, 
Joist Girders, and Steel 
Deck 
A seminar presentation by 
the Steel Joist Institute and 
the Steel Deck Institute 

Tues, September 28, 2010 

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
Embassy Suites  
3225 158th Ave., SE  
Bellevue, WA  98008 
425-644-2500 

This in-depth seminar is spon-
sored by the Steel Joist Insti-
tute (SJI) and the Steel Deck 
Institute (SDI), and participa-
tion will earn you 0.75 CEUs. 

Structural engineers and en-
gineering managers or super-
visors who are responsible for 
the design or qualification of 
building structures and struc-
tural components subjected 
to gravity and lateral loading 

as well as those responsible 
for auditing, reviewing or 
approving such designs will 
benefit from this course. 
Those with very little design 
experience as well as those 
with many years of experi-
ence will find the course 
beneficial. 

The $325 seminar fee in-
cludes a comprehensive in-
structional binder, the SJI 
42nd Edition Catalog (2005), 
and the following SDI publi-
cations (a combined total 
value $125), a continental 
breakfast and lunch:  

•Design Manual For Com-
posite Decks, Form Decks, 
and Roof Decks (2007)  

•Roof Deck Construction 
Handbook (2000), Com-
posite Deck Design Hand-
book (1997)  

•Designing with Steel Form 
Deck (2003)  

*Discounts available for early 
registration 

Register online at 
www.steeljoist.org or 
www.sdi.org, or contact SJI 
at 434/525-7377. 
 

TMS Annual Meeting 
The Masonry Society will hold 
its Annual Meeting in Belle-
vue, WA at the Embassy 
Suites Seattle/Bellevue, Octo-
ber 14-19, 2010. An exciting 
and educational program is 
being planned for your en-
joyment and professional 
development. There will be 
numerous opportunities to 
learn about historic masonry, 
new masonry, and masonry 
systems of the future. Plan to 
attend these significant meet-
ings today! Click on the link 
below for more information 
on the meetings:  

www.masonrysociety.org  

So that we can accurately 
plan, all attendees are ex-
pected to register for the 
meetings either as Full Regis-
trants, One-Day/One-
Committee Registrants, or 
when appropriate, as guests. 

 

New EERI Technical 
Seminar Series on 
FEMA 547 
FEMA 547, Techniques for 
the Seismic Rehabilitation of 
Existing Buildings, is the sub-
ject matter for a new EERI-
FEMA technical seminar se-
ries to be held in Seattle on 
November 4, 2010 .  

FEMA 547, published in 
2006, describes common 
seismic rehabilitation tech-
niques for the standard build-
ing types represented in 
FEMA seismic publications, 
and supersedes FEMA 172: 
NEHRP Handbook for Seismic 
Rehabilitation of Existing 
Buildings (1992). The primary 
purpose of the seminar is to 
provide an overview and 
examples of practical and 
effective seismic rehabilita-
tion techniques. The seminar 
will also provide guidance on 
commonly used techniques 
for mitigating specific seismic 
deficiencies on a range of 
model building types. 

Seminar presenters are EERI 
members and the lead au-
thors of FEMA 547: Bill 
Holmes (Rutherford & Chek-
ene), Bret Lizundia 
(Rutherford and Chekene), 
Jim Malley (Degenkolb Engi-
neers) and Kelly Cobeen 
(Wiss Janney Elstner). Atten-
dees will receive a CD version 
of FEMA 547 as well as a 
notebook of presentations 
made by the authors.  

Registration fees will be $225 
for EERI and cosponsor mem-
bers, $300 for nonmembers, 
and $125 for EERI student 
and young professional 
members. Watch the EERI 
website http://www.eeri.org  
for more information . 
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION  
of WASHINGTON • Seattle Chapter 
PO Box 44 • Olympia WA 98507 •206/682-6026 • www.seaw.org 

Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs 

House/Program Peter Opsahl 
Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen 
Membership Cheryl Burwell 
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig 
Presentations/Awards Andrew McGlenn 
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston 
Governance Howard Burton 
Committee Oversight Tom Bykonen 
YMF Dan Yeager 
 

Scholarship Bill Mooseker 
Legislation Matt Toton 
Education Joe Ferzli  
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Disaster Prep/Response  Paul Brallier 
Public Information Cale Ash 
Sustainability Marjorie Lund 
Snow Load John Tate 
SEAW Historian Don Northey 

Membership Applications 

Herb Ahten 
Verco Decking, Inc 

BSCE 1998, Washington State University 
Licensed P.E., WA 

Class: Professional Associate 

Diana Flores 
Quantum Consulting Engineers 

Class: Professional Associate (reinstatement) 

Emily Hoober George 
KPFF Consulting Engineers 

BS 2001, University of New Hampshire 
MS 2002 University of Illinois 

Licensed P.E., WA 
Class: Professional Associate 

 
SEPTEMBER, 2010     
   
Wednesday 1st YMF Tour: UW Medical Center Expansion
  
Wednesday 15th YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
       Rory's, Edmonds   
 
Friday 24th Seattle Chapter & State Board meeting
   October Newsletter deadline  
 
Saturday 25th YMF Summer Picnic 
       Golden Gardens, Seattle  
  
Tuesday 28th Seattle Chapter Meeting  
       McCormick & Schmick's  
  
Thu-Sat 30th-2nd NCSEA Annual Conference - Jersey City 
   
OCTOBER, 2010     
   
 Wednesday13th YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
       Sazerac, Seattle   
        
 Friday 22nd November Newsletter deadline  
      
        
 Tuesday 26th Seattle Chapter Board meeting 
   Seattle Chapter YMF Sponsored Dinner
       Firms & Student Showcase at the UW 
       Waterfront Activities Center 
   
 Thu 21st &  
 Fri 22nd  2010 Western Roundup  
   Whistler Conference Center, Whistler BC 

Calendar 

Applications Accepted 
Cal Bearman (Degenkolb) – Student 
Yuan Li (BergerABAM) – Associate 

Jordan Hague (UW) – Student 
Andree Yen (Visser Engineering) - Associate 

Membership 

Statewide Committees & Chairs 

Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Engineering Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Scott Beard 
Existing Buildings Peter Somers 
Professional Practices John Tawresey 
Wind Engineering Scott Douglas 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 

Membership Classification Changes 
John Arroyo – Affiliate (resigned) 
Peter Carney – Associate (delete -unable to locate) 
Dennis Firth – Member (resigned) 
Ian McQuade – Associate (delete -unable to locate) 
Kelsey Miner – Associate (delete -unable to locate) 
Gregory Rogers – Associate (delete -unable to locate) 
James Shannon – Student (delete -unable to locate) 
Robert Shawler – Prof Assoc (delete -unable to locate) 

For Committee contact information, visit www.seaw.org and click the Committee page 


