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The November Dinner Meeting 
By Joyce Lem 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 
Hotel Monaco 

1101 Fourth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Post-Earthquake Response (and Preparation) in Washington State 
For many years SEAW members have taken ATC-20 and Cal OES SAP classes to be ready to 
help with building safety assessments following a large earthquake. This past year a new database 
called WAsafe was developed specifically for Washington. Structural and civil engineers (and 
architects, building officials, and building inspectors) who would be willing to volunteer to do these 
building safety assessments can enroll in WAsafe. With WAsafe, we will be able to call up and 
dispatch available volunteers to specific locations. The first part of our November program will 
describe the WAsafe program, who qualifies and how the program works.  

An ongoing challenge has been to integrate our volunteer engineers' program with the operations 
of Washington State's emergency management community. The second half of our program will 
focus on Cascadia Rising, a 4-day exercise last June that tested the regional response to a 9.2 
subduction zone earthquake and tsunami. More than 20,000 individuals participated in what was 
primarily a test of coordination activities between the myriad of agencies at the local, regional and 
federal levels, the military, tribal nations, NGOs, and the private sector. What happened during 
Cascadia Rising, lessons learned, and how through WAsafe, SEAW, WABO, AIA Seattle / WA, the 
DOH, and the WA EMD are working together to help get ready for the next big earthquake will be 
discussed. 

Register Now! 
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Speakers: 
Paul Brallier & Maximilian Dixon  

Paul Brallier has been a Senior Project Manager and Structural Engineer 
with HNTB Corporation for the last 10 years.  He has over 30 years' experience designing bridges, 
buildings and other infrastructure.  Paul has been a member of the SEAW Disaster Preparedness 
and Response Committee for more than 20 years and teaches post-disaster facility safety 
assessment classes (ATC20, ATC45 and Cal OES SAP). He continues to be instrumental in the 
development of the WAsafe program. 

Maximilian Dixon is the Earthquake Program Manager for the Washington 
State Military Department's Emergency Management Division (WA EMD). He manages the 
Earthquake, Tsunami and Volcano Programs and is responsible for coordinating the seismic and 
associated hazard risk reduction efforts between federal, state, tribal, and local partners with a 
goal of increasing community resilience. He staffs the Washington State Seismic Safety 
Committee, Chairs the Western States Seismic Policy Council (WSSPC) Tsunami Committee, is 
on the Board of Directors for Cascadia Region Earthquake Workgroup (CREW), and is on the 
National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program (NTHMP) Coordinating Committee. He is assisting 
with the integration of WAsafe into the framework of the WA EMD. 



Message from the Board 
By Darrell Staaleson 

A few weeks ago in early October I went 
with a guide to fly fish the Yakima River. If you were to drive 
through Ellensburg and miss the second freeway exit, just keep 
going. You'll pass some nice farm land and when the road 
curves to the right, you'll be in the Canyon. 

The first thing you'll notice is that the air is different. It smells of 
water and sagebrush. The river is right there. In the fall when 
the water is low, it feels quiet. You can hear a few cars on the 
road and the occasional freight train as it roars through. But 
most of the time all you hear are birds, the wind, and the river. 
There is also some risk as there are fishermen driving who are 
watching the water instead of watching the road. Read more 

 

YMF Corner 
By Sean Augustino 

Getting Ready for LEED v4: Part 
2 
By Sean Augustino 

 
This article is the second in a series, and is a follow-up to 
the article in May's issue on life-cycle assessment (LCA) 
and environmental product declarations (EPDs). If you 
haven't read the article by Meagan Young, or are not fresh 
on it, please take a minute to review it here. 
If you do work in the realm of green building, then you're 
probably familiar with the Leadership in Energy or 
Environmental Design, or LEED rating system. You're likely 
also aware that the window to begin applying for 
certification under the 2009 version has just closed, and 
version 4, or v4, is the system de jure. Much has changed 
in this updated system, and much of it should be of interest 
to structural engineers, whether or not you work with LEED 
regularly. One of the biggest changes for structural 
engineers is the introduction of LCA, and the new demand 
for EPDs. I would like to cover some of the additional 
changes that will be useful to know as v4 becomes more 
common on projects. Read more 
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The YMF has been off to an active start this year, and we 
began 2016-17 with our annual End-of-Summer Picnic at Gas 
Works Park. The picnic was on September 17th, shortly before 
UW and Seattle U.  came back into session, and a few hours 
before the Huskies' football victory over Portland State. 
Unfortunately, the weather was not as kind to us as it has been 
in previous years, with the wind trying its best to take 
everything it could with it. However, we had folks from several 
firms, as well as a couple of UW students, come out and brave 
the Fall with us. While we might not have gotten in a Frisbee 
game, it was great to see folks come out and socialize, and it 
was a nice start to this year. Read more 

 

FilmWorks 

The SEFW Board of Directors is 
interested in promoting the profession of structural engineering 

Disaster Preparedness 
Committee 
By Joyce Lem 

 
 
"Toast" - the one-word descriptor for the fate of Washington 
and Oregon west of Interstate-5 following The Big One - 
was used in a 2015 New Yorker magazine article to convey 
the magnitude of devastation expected from a 9.0 
magnitude Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake and 
ensuing tsunami. 

For many years SEAW members have taken ATC-20 
classes so they'd be ready to help building officials with 
building assessments following a large earthquake or other 
disaster. But how would these volunteer engineers know 
when and where to go help? Read more 

 

SEFW Fall Forum 

Register today for the SEFW 2016 Fall Forum, on 
November 10, 2016, at Benaroya Hall! The lecture is at 
6PM with a networking reception at 4:30PM. All SEAW 
members are invited to become a "Friend of the 
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by the use of short videos, two minutes or less, depicting the 
activities of structural engineers and engineering in a manner 
that heightens public awareness of who we are and what we 
do. Video equipment need not be any more sophisticated than 
a smartphone. This year's theme: What's cool about 
structural engineering? 
Structural engineers in the work place, within the community, 
and as mentors should be portrayed in a manner that can be 
used to encourage young people (high school and first- and 
second-year college students) to pursue careers in engineering 
and to enlighten the general public about the profession. Read 
more 

 

Reinforced Masonry Design 
Seminar 

 

A practical seminar for practicing engineers 

This full-day seminar will focus on the requirements of TMS 
402/ACI 530-13 and the 2015 IBC as applied to both allowable 
stress and strength design of reinforced concrete 
masonry. Learn more 

 

Foundation" for a $100 tax-deductible gift to SEFW to 
support this and other educational and outreach events. To 
find out more information on making a donation, registering 
for the event, and attending the reception, please visit 
www.sefw.org. This is an industry-wide event that will look 
at our local legacy and collaboration. We look forward to 
seeing you on November 10! Read more 

 

 

 

COSMOS 2016 Technical 
Session 

Moving Toward Site-Specific Ground-Motion Hazard 
The Consortium of Organization for Strong Motion 
Observation Systems (COSMOS) will be holding its Annual 
Meeting and Technical Session at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
San Francisco Airport in Burlingame, California on Friday, 
November 18. The Crowne Plaza SFO is conveniently 
located at 1177 Airport Boulevard one block east of the 101 
Freeway. The Crowne Plaza has a complimentary shuttle 
(runs every 30 minutes) from San Francisco Airport. For 
those coming by BART, the shuttle stop is located in front 
of the International Terminal upper level adjacent to the 
SFO BART Station. Learn more  
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YMF Happy Hour 

Come join us on November 15 for our November Happy Hour! 
Gordon Biersch has happy hour specials until 6:30pm, and 
serves up great beer to compliment your free appetizers! 
Email Sean Augustino if you have questions or would like to 
RSVP at seawymf@gmail.com. 
Look for the hardhat, we hope to see you there! 

 

September Dinner Meeting Recap 
By Sean Augustino 

For September's Chapter 
Dinner Meeting, Dr. Maria Garlock of Princeton University 
presented her research on the topic of Structural Fire 
Engineering (SFE). Dr. Garlock's overarching theme was that 
structural engineers do not have to sacrifice the "3 e's" of 
efficiency, economy, or elegance that make good structures to 
prevent failure during fire. 

Dr. Garlock introduced SFE as the concept that structural 
engineers can design members to withstand the effects of fire, 
rather than protect them from it. This is opposed to the current 
approach that is common in the industry, which is to follow a 
code-based prescriptive approach that can lead to unnecessary 
addition of material. Read more 

 

Employment Opportunities 

 

Engineer's Notes from Afield 
By Erica Fischer 

 
On August 24, 2016 an earthquake, measuring 6.2 on the 
moment magnitude scale, shook Central Italy in the early 
morning hours. As of September 16th, 297 people have 
been killed, more than 400 injured, and 4,500 are 
homeless. Degenkolb’s Erica Fischer and University of 
Washington Assistant Professor, Paolo Calvi joined the 
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI) 
Learning from Earthquakes reconnaissance team that 
traveled to Italy in early September. The team worked 
jointly with the European Union (EU) Center and 
ReLUIS. Read more 

 

Membership Postings 

In accordance with SEAW bylaws, membership 
applications are vetted by the Executive Director, granted 
probationary status by the chapter board, and posted for 
membership comment. Membership is considered 
accepted 30 days after posting if current year dues are paid 
and no member objections have been received. Read more 
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Structural Engineer - Equilibria Structural Engineering 

Staff Structural Engineer - Harbor Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

Structural Engineer - Fossatti Pawlak Structural Engineers 

Structural Design Engineer - Quantum Consulting Engineers 
LLC 

Structural Design Engineer - Morrison-Maierle, Inc. 

Structural Engineer - City of Portland 

Read more 
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