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No Meeting 
in December 

Coming up in January: 

Brightwater  
Conveyance 

Presented by 

Dan Adams 
Jacobs Associates 

Annual Student/Young Member Forum Meeting 

Meeting Information: 
Date:  Tuesday November 17, 2009 

Place: Corinthian Yacht Club 
 7755 Seaview Ave NW, Ballard 

Time: 5:00—6:30 PM Firms Showcase 
6:00—7:30 PM Italian Buffet 
7:30—9:00 PM Student Project  
  Showcase 

Menu: Galiano’s Italian Buffet. One beer/wine or 
non-alcoholic beverage included. Additional 
beverages by donation. 

Price: General Admission $15.00 
Students (with current ID) FREE 
 

Reservation Deadline: Friday, November 13, 2009 

Register Online at www.seaw.org 
or email seaw@seaw.org 

Prepayment is Requested 

Note: Credit card payments will be 
accepted online but not at the door. 

No-shows and cancellations after the deadline  
will be subject to full charge. 

O n Tuesday, November 17th, the SEAW 
Seattle Chapter will hold its fifth annual 

Student/Young Member Forum meeting at 
the Corinthian Yacht Club on Shilshole Bay. 
Although our focus will be on university 
students and the Seattle Chapter’s Young 
Member Forum, the meeting is open and 
should be of interest to all members. 

Firms Showcase 

In place of the pre-meeting mini-seminar, the 
Student/YMF meeting will begin with a net-
working event tailored to provide informa-
tion to the attendees on a variety of struc-
tural design firms in the Seattle area. Repre-
sentatives will be on hand from ten Puget 
Sound structural design firms to showcase 
their work on various types of projects and 
answer any questions students may have on 
what it’s like to work as a Seattle-area struc-
tural design consultant. 

Student Project Showcase 

After an Italian buffet dinner, the evening’s 
main program will feature presentations by 
students from Seattle University and the 
University of Washington. 

Seattle University students Alan Chun, Jenni-
fer Davis, Mark Santos and Michael Shattuck 
will present their research and conceptual 
design for a storage facility located at the 
Diablo Dam powerhouse for Seattle City 
Light. 

Seattle University students Jesse Nofziger, 
Brian Olmsted, Dylan Parker, Kasi Wells, Ziba 
Zeyni will present their research and pro-
posal for the design of seven sluice gate 
walkways at Boundary Dam for Seattle City 
Light.   
University of Washington graduate student 
Aaron Olson will be talking about work that 
he is doing to develop a simple and eco-
nomical check of bridge gusset plate con-
nections.  After the I-35 collapse in Minne-
sota, the FHWA has mandated that all 
bridge gusset plates be load rated.   This has 
not been done in the past.  Bridges are regu-
larly inspected and gusset plates are exam-
ined for corrosion and damage, but load 
rating is limited to evaluation of the mem-
bers.  The stress states in gusset plates are 

very complex and this promises to be a difficult 
and costly task.  Aaron is doing a study to de-
velop a quick and simple gusset plate evalua-
tion procedure that serves as a rapid triage 
check to quickly identify those gussets that 
require substantial evaluation and to minimize 
the effort needed for most gusset plate con-
nections.  This work is funded by the FHWA 
and WSDOT. 

University of Washington graduate student 
Olafur Haraldsson will present work he is do-
ing on an accelerated bridge construction 
procedure.   This construction method will 
permit bridge piers to be erected faster 
through use of precast concrete elements.  A 
bridge is currently being constructed in the 
Puget Sound area with this construction 
method.  This work is also funded by FHWA. 

This will be an exciting opportunity to learn 
about the student projects and academic re-
search going on in our professional commu-
nity. 
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A  friend of mine went to 
Burning Man in Nevada 

this last summer.  He de-
scribed the event as a very 
self-revealing experience.   
He suggested that I consider 
going next year.  It sounds 
like a great trip.  Even 
though I will probably not 
go, it made me realize that 
there are many interesting 
events around me, that I 
have been too busy to think 
about attending.  With the 
latest slowdown in the econ-
omy, perhaps this will 
change.  We might all have 
more free time to pursue 
new interests.  If we cannot 
control the economic slow-
down, we can control how 
we deal with it.  We might as 
well take advantage of this 
opportunity to try new 
things. 

I have been in structural en-
gineering since I graduated 
from the University of Wash-
ington in 1980.  During the 
1980s there were down-
ward trends.  There were 
many periods where busi-
ness was down.  Locally, 
these slowdowns ended in 
the late 1980s.   Since then 
the economy has been 
strong for the structural en-
gineering community.  This is 
especially true here in the 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter Equi-
librium is published monthly 
from September through May 
and is available online at 
www.seaw.org.  
Articles, letters, and announce-
ments are accepted by e-mail to 
seaw@seaw.org.  
Advertising rates (prepaid) 
Help Wanted/Job wanted, max 
200 words, $65; Display ads: 
Quarter page, $115; Half Page, 
$150; Full Page $190. 10% dis-
count for ads running two or 
more months. Deadline is the 
fourth Friday of the month. Con-
tact SEAW for an advertising 
order form.  
Except where noted, opinions 
expressed in this newsletter 
reflect those of the author and 
do not reflect or represent the 
position of SEAW. Portions of 
this newsletter may be repro-
duced provided credit is given. 

FROM THE BOARD: Take Advantage of Opportunity 

Pacific Northwest.  We are 
in a field that has always 
had great job and growth 
potential.  There had not 
been enough structural 
engineers to fill the de-
mand.  Many engineers in 
this region that have been 
practicing for more that 15 
years have never experi-
enced a downturn in busi-
ness. 

So it is not surprising that 
we find ourselves wonder-
ing what to do with some 
extra free time.  If you find 
yourself with less job re-
lated pressure, this is a 
good time to look at new 
ways to fill your day.  This is 
also a time to get prepared 
for the comeback. 

There are many options to 
help your community and 
yourself during this slow-
down.  This is also a time to 
get prepared for the come-
back. 

Update your skills.  Take 
some continuing education 
courses, learn a new de-
sign technique.  Keep up to 
date with the ever chang-
ing building codes.  Be 
ready when things begin 
to move again. 

Learn something new.  
This could involve any in-
terest.  Take a cooking 
class, learn a new lan-
guage, or perhaps take up 
mountain biking. 

Volunteer. Spend your 
time helping in the com-
munity.  There are many 
options to serve.  There are 
food banks and housing 
groups.  There is plenty of 
need, especially now. 

Take care of yourself.  Go 
to the gym, or for a run.  
Take care of your physical 
and mental health. 

Get involved in a profes-
sional society or commit-
tee.  There are many op-
portunities at SEAW, or the 
other great organizations 
in this area. 

Work to improve our pro-
fession.  This is a good 
time for practicing engi-
neers to get involved in 
areas such as code refine-
ment to improve the sys-
tems that we use every 
day.   

Help Create/Review 
Building Codes. The cur-
rent building codes have 
evolved into very complex 
documents.  This really 
should not be the case for 
the majority of project 
types.  In many ways the 
code development system 
has failed us.  If we were 
creating smart usable build-
ing codes, the codes would 
be getting more precise 
and easier to understand, 
and perhaps even shorter.  
Look at the building codes 
from the 70s and 80s as 
models.  The current codes 
are not headed in this di-
rection, even though some 
progress is being made.  
The latest simplified wind 
provisions are a step in the 
right direction. 

The experienced design 
engineers have been too 
busy with the work on 
their projects to think 
about helping with code 
development.  This has left 
code development to the 
larger engineering firms’ 
technical specialists, and 
university professors.  
These groups offer valu-
able insight, but this knowl-
edge needs to be tem-
pered with actual users’ 
input.  There needs to be a 
practical side to code devel-
opment.  Without experi-
enced design engineers 
getting involved, there is 

no one in the room to de-
termine if the code lan-
guage is really helpful or 
understandable. 

Code revisions are often 
made that do not solve  
real-life problems.  It ap-
pears as though they are 
basically solving problems 
that do not exist.  This re-
sults in adding research 
results to codes with no 
justification for the need in 
the built environment.  We 
should ask if with these 
changes we are really mak-
ing our buildings better.   Is 
the resultant code change 
worth the added complex-
ity to the design? 

This economic slowdown 
will not last forever.  Some 
of us will never notice it.  
Others of us will be af-
fected greatly.  The econ-
omy will recover.  We will 
shortly be back to wonder-
ing how to get everything 
done in our lives.  So if you 
find yourself with more 
free time, try to enjoy it.   

Tom Bykonen 
Seattle Chapter Director 
tmb@pxbyk.com 
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Company Spotlight: 

KPFF Consulting Engineers 

Cale Ash, SEAW Member since 2005, is 
our Company Spotlight Coordinator. If 
you would like to see your company in 
the spotlight, e-mail  him at  
cash@degenkolb.com. 

Founded in Seattle in 1960, KPFF Con-
sulting Engineers is a global engineer-
ing and design firm with 20 offices in 
the US and offices in Amman, Jordan 
and Abu Dhabi UAE.  With nearly 50 
years in Seattle, KPFF has been a sub-
stantial part of the creation of the infra-
structure supporting the development 
of the region into a dynamic center for 
innovative technology. Today, our Seat-
tle headquarters has a staff of over 200 
and we continue to serve the owners, 
designers, and community members 
who share our passion for creating a 
vibrant, sustainable, urban environ-
ment. We bring passion for great engi-
neering and we believe in the positive 
quality of vision, and collaboration; ex-
celling at being part of teams that de-
liver projects that embody the vision 
and desires of our clients. 

 KPFF offers our clients a unique array 
of specialized multidisciplinary ser-
vices.  We continuously investigate new 
ideas and alternative technologies and 
we excel at adapt-
ing new design 
tools to integrate 
emerging technol-
ogy. Our designers 
bring the full suite 
of our specialized 
services and innova-
tions to each pro-
ject with considera-
tion of what brings 
the greatest benefit 
in the short and 
long term.   

 KPFF’s structural 
team promotes 
sustainable design 
with early project 
involvement and 
active cross-
disciplinary coordi-
nation. We work 
closely with other 
team members and 
explore how we 
can incorporate 
sustainable design 
features in the most 
cost-effective and 

Pine Street Tunnel, Sound Transit, Seattle, WA 
KPFF was the prime consultant for the 
design of the Pine Street Tunnel located 
in Downtown Seattle.  The project was 
delivered under an aggressive schedule 
with design challenges that included 
maintaining vehicle and pedestrian traf-
fic throughout construction, maintaining 
street utilities, and protecting adjacent 
buildings, including the historic Para-
mount Theater.  Another challenge was 
designing the tunnel to remain opera-
tional after a 150-year earthquake and 
experience only limited damage during a 
2,500-year earthquake. The $42 million 
800-foot tunnel structure was built using 
a top-down, cut-and-cover technique.  

Olive8, Seattle, WA 
645,000 square feet, mixed-use resi-
dential project. The 39-story, 455-foot 
building includes a 350-room hotel on 
the first 15 floors, with 198 condos 
above the hotel, from 650 to 1,600 
square feet, and a mechanical pent-
house. The ground floor level has sepa-
rate entrances for residents and the 
hotel. The residential floors are served 
by dedicated elevators and shared ser-
vice elevators. Five levels of below-
grade parking for 335 vehicles includes 
reserved parking areas for residents.  

 -Photo credit: Denny Sternstein 

Helix Pedestrian Bridge, Seattle, WA 
The crowning feature of Amgen’s Research and Technology Center is a 400-foot pe-
destrian bridge. Dubbed the Helix Pedestrian Bridge, the structure is reminiscent of the 
spiral-staircase shape of the DNA structure, the building block of life. The twisting and 
curving steel structure crosses over 11 heavily used railroad tracks providing Amgen 
employees a convenient and safe connection between public transportation and the 
research campus. It also provides the public access to Elliott Bay Park, adjacent to the 
campus. The signature bridge has received praise from the community and the Seattle 
Design Commission as a positive public amenity.  

 -Photo credit: Jim Hatfield 

 -Photo credit: Denny Sternstein 

KPFF SEAW  
Members: 

David Arndt 
Jeff Baerwald 
Madison Batt 
Jason Black 
Arnold Carson 
Jeff Creagan 
Paul Diedrich 
Bruce Erickson 
Nick Fett 
Ralph Iboshi 
Beth Jensen 
Kamyar Nikzad 
Craig Olson 
Jacqueline Putt 
Michael Rehder 
Brian Robinson 
Greg Schindler 
Sage Shingle 
Anne Streufert 
Jim Swenson 
Andrew Taylor  
Michelle L. 
Tragesser 
Greg Varney 
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Nucor Tour Recap 
The YMF received a great re-
sponse to the tour of Nucor’s 
Seattle Steel Mill.  The initial 
tour invitation was filled with 
13 participants within 12 
hours.  To satisfy the demand, 
two tours of the plant were 
coordinated for October 12th 
and October 26th.  Both tours 
had a full group of 
13 YMF members. 

Everyone on the 
tours had a great 
time.  Mechanical 
engineer, Patrick 
Jablonski led the 
group through the 
plant.  Pat has been 
at Nucor for five 
years and works in 
the Environmental 
Department devel-
oping environ-
mental controls.  It 
was very interesting 
to hear about the 
environmental con-
cerns the plant ad-
dresses. 

melted at a time to tempera-
tures in excess of 3000 de-
grees Fahrenheit in a little 
under an hour.  Because it 
takes multiple buckets 
(typically three) to load the 

 YMF Corner 

I think everyone would agree 
that the highlight of the tour 
was seeing the Melt Shop.  
Nucor operates one single, 
highly-efficient arc furnace 
capable of producing 795,000 
tons of raw steel per year.  
Buckets are used to load the 
scrap into the furnace where a 
total of 120 tons of scrap are 

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides networking 
and social opportunities to SEAW members 35 and under, as well as 
new non-member engineers and students. All SEAW members are 
welcome to participate in YMF functions. 

furnace, we had the opportu-
nity to see the electrodes 
raised and the lid opened 
twice.  The amount of heat 
and energy utilized in the fur-
nace is awesome and you can 
really feel that heat from the 
control room.  Pat told us they 
spend $70,000 per day for 
their electric bill to operate the 
furnace.  Can you imagine 
opening that monthly bill? 

I’d like to extend a big thanks 
to Pat for hosting us at Nucor. 

We’re looking for ideas for 
future tours.  If you have sug-
gestions of facilities (like Nu-
cor) or buildings under con-
struction that you’d like to 
visit, please send requests to 
jessicajenness@hotmail.com, 
I’d be glad to help arrange 
group events. 

YMF Nucor tours,  
October 12 (inset) and  
October 26, (left). 

Photos courtesy of  
Jessica Jenness 

Community Service Event – December 5th 

The YMF is hosting a fall com-
munity service event through 
Habitat for Humanity.  On 
December 5th we are going 
to work at the Rainier Vista - 
Phase 1 Site. 

Habitat's Rainier Vista project 
is located in the Rainier Valley 
area of Seattle, between Inter-
state 5 and Lake Washington. 

The Habitat Rainier Vista pro-
ject consists of three 4-plex 
buildings which will be built 
in three phases – A, B and C. 
Phase A is currently under-
way and its 4-plex includes 
two 2-bedroom units, one 5-
bedroom unit and one 6-
bedroom unit. Phase B is 
scheduled to begin in the fall 
of 2009 with Phase C follow-
ing in the fall of 2010. The 
block is designed to accom-
modate a variety of family 
sizes with an emphasis on 
creating a safe, accessible site 
with front yard gardens and 

ample rear yards. The Rainier 
Vista homes will be Energy 
Star Certified, meet the Ever-
green Sustainability standard 
of 50 or more points, and 
meet Built Green 3-star stan-
dards. 

The event will require volun-
teers to sign-up for a full day 
of volunteering (specific times 
to be determined).  SEAW 
YMF will provide lunch for the 
volunteers.  The YMF has 
committed to Habitat for Hu-
manity that we will provide 
15 volunteers.  Sign-up will be 
on a first-come first-served 
basis.  If you’d like to sign-up 
now, please send an email 
with subject line “SEAW YMF 
Habitat for Humanity” with 
your name and phone num-
ber to jessicajen-
ness@hotmail.com; other-
wise, look for an upcoming 
email invitation for more de-
tails. 

Wednesday November 11th, 5 PM  
520 Bar & Grill  

10146 Main Street, Bellevue 

Tuesday December 8th, 5 PM  
Spur Gastropub  

113 Blanchard Sreet, Seattle 

See you there! 

Upcoming YMF Happy Hours 

President 
Jessica Jenness 

jessicajenness@hotmail.com 

Vice President 
Dan Yeager 

dyeager@dci-engineers.com 

Outreach Representative: 
Robyn Yang 

ryang@dci-engineers.com 

Social Representative: 
Jerry Lee 

jerryjlee@gmail.com 

YMF Leadership 
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 News of Note 

-by John H. Riley and R. Scott 
Douglas 

The 2009 conference of the 
National Council of Structural 
Engineers Associations (NCSEA) 
was held recently from October 
15 to October 17 in Scottsdale, 
Arizona.   Over 100 attendees 
from 42 states along with 45 
exhibitors attended this fif-
teenth annual event.  SEAW 
was well represented at this 
national conference, with Seat-
tle Chapter’s Ed Huston, John 
Riley, Greg Schindler, and Scott 
Douglas, and Spokane Chapter’s 
Robert Graper attending.   Con-
ference attendance was down 
somewhat due to the economy, 
although there were a record 
number of vendor exhibitors 
that helped contribute to the 
conference’s success.  

The conference started Thurs-
day morning with a Basic Edu-
cation Forum held parallel with 
a Western Council SEA Meeting.  
The Western Council SEA con-
sists of members from Arizona, 
Hawaii, British Columbia, Wash-
ington, Oregon, Nevada, Idaho, 
and new member Montana.  At 
the meeting information was 
exchanged on individual State 
exam requirements, practice act 
and licensing laws, continuing 
education requirements, and 
other organization activities 

such as meeting speakers and 
seminars.  Every four years the 
Western Council holds a West-
ern States Round-Up confer-
ence.  The next Round-Up con-
ference will be held next year 
in Whistler, BC from October 
21to 23, 2010, and will be held 
in lieu of the annual Northwest 
Conference that is scheduled 
the three years between the 
Western States Round-Up Con-
ference. 

Thursday afternoon the NCSEA 
Advocacy, SEER, Seismic, SI/QA 
and Licensing Committees/
Subcommittees met.  There 
was also a parallel lecture track 
that focused on BIM and other 
structural software issues.  The 
vendor-exhibitors sponsored a 
reception before dinner that 
evening. 

Friday’s program had two pres-
entation tracks, including a 
presentation by SEAW’s Greg 
Schindler on the serviceability 
of steel-framed floors and Ed 
Huston on the code change 
development process and 
structural changes to the 2009 
IBC.  Other interesting topics 
included an extremely practical 
and informative presentation 
and panel discussion on les-
sons learned in post-tensioning 
design and construction, the 
forensic investigation of the I-

Ed Huston Receives James Delahay Award 
SEAW’s own Ed Huston was 
recognized at the National 
Council of Structural Engineers 
Association’s Annual Confer-
ence awards banquet when he 
was presented with the James 
Delahay Award.  This prestig-
ious award recognizes out-
standing individual contributri-
ons towards the development 
of building codes and stan-
dards.  It is given in the spirit of 
the late Jim Delahay, an NCSEA 
member from Alabama who 
made a long and lasting contri-
bution to the code develop-
ment process and to whom on 
page ix the ASCE/SEI 7-05 Stan-
dard is dedicated. 
 

Ed’s countless accomplish-
ments include serving as SEAW 
Seattle Chapter President from 
1987 to1988, State SEAW Presi-
dent from 1989 to 1990, and 
NCSEA President from 2007 to 
2008.  He is chair of the Gen-
eral Requirements Subcommit-
tee of the NCSEA’S Code Advi-
sory Committee, where his 
numerous Code development 
accomplishments include the 
incorporation in 2003 of a ra-
tional masonry rebar splice 
length requirement and incor-
poration in the 2009 IBC of an 
alternate wind design method 
based on the simpler  1997 
UBC approach. 

Ed Huston (right) is congratulated by NCSEA outgoing President 
Bob Paullus on receiving the James Delahay Award 

35W bridge collapse in Min-
neapolis, and a structural engi-
neer firm’s response to the 
911 WTC tragedy.   

The 911 WTC presentation by 
Joe Tortorella, the managing 
principal of Robert Silman As-
sociates of New York City, was 
very troubling.  Joe’s firm vol-
unteered and then was hired 
along with other firms to pro-
vide structural engineer con-
sulting services in the recovery 
effort.  As a reward for that 
effort trial attorneys have 
served these firms with over 
8,000 frivolous lawsuits relat-
ing to respiratory problems 
developed by rescue person-
nel.  This presentation empha-
sized the importance of well-
written Good Samaritan laws 
as well as the necessary par-
ticipation by NCSEA, ASCE, 
and other organizations to 
monitor and be proactive in 
national and local legislative 
matters. 

Friday ended with everyone 
donning their cowboy hats 
and heading out to a nearby 
ranch for a western-style din-
ner under the stars of the 
warm Arizona night sitting 
next to a campfire listening to 
old-fashioned cowboy guitar 
music.          

Saturday started off with a roll 
call and a brief report from 

each state’s member organiza-
tion (MO), including the new 
MO states of North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.  
Of particular note in the MO 
reports was Minnesota setting 
up a job resume and database 
as well as offering special rates 
on chapter activities for unem-
ployed engineers, several MO’s 
setting up SEA Student chap-
ters at local universities, and 
several MO’s achieving 501.c.3 
IRS non-profit recognition.  
Several other MO’s also re-
ported on their efforts to either 
initiate or expand their states’ 
structural engineering titles or 
practice licensure acts.       

Next the NCSEA committee 
chairs gave reports on their 
committees’ activities and ac-
complishments.  One of 
NCSEA’s largest and most en-
ergetic committee is the Code 
Advisory Committee (CAC) 
chaired by California’s Ron 
Hamburger.  The CAC has six 
sub-committees that are cur-
rently very active with the 
2012 IBC code development 
process.  It should be noted 
that two SEAW members, Ed 
Huston and Don Scott, are 
chairs of the General Require-
ments and Wind Subcommit-
tees respectively.  

Saturday’s afternoon session 
was lead by Ed Huston, and 

(Continued on page 7) 

NCSEA 17th Annual Conference Recap 



TIME TRACKING  |  PROJECT MANAGEMENT  |  BILLING

–Judy Ashley, Former Deltek User

BillQuick.com  |  888-BILLNOW
                                    (245-5669)

“BillQuick gives me a very simple, cost 
effective solution to time tracking and billing. 
I replaced a very non-graphical, expensive 
finance system with BillQuick. “

Join Thousands who
discovered the advantages 

of switching to BillQuick

CALL TODAY TO ASK ABOUT DELTEK CONVERSION

Frustrated with Deltek?

+ ACCOUNTING



77     TOP            Reasons Why Firms Switch To BillQuick

Easy Data Conversion

Cut Billing Time By 50%

Over 100 Professional Invoice Templates

Reports that Help You Increase Profits

Lower Cost of Ownership

Simple Yet Powerful Project Management

Time & Expenses... Anytime, Anywhere

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

–Joe South, CFO
Project Engineering Consultants Ltd.

Let BillQuick help you get up and running quickly with our built-in 
data conversion tools.

“The funny thing about BillQuick is that it costs less than Deltek and does more! “

Fourteen years of experience has helped us develop eye catching professional 
invoice templates that will enhance your corporate image.

With our powerful smart batch billing you will never create an invoice again. 
Instead you will review, approve and send them in half the time.

With our Web Suite and Mobile pack you and your staff can access project data 
and enter time from anywhere, anytime.

With over 350 reports, BillQuick will help you monitor your key performance 
indicators in real-time.

Manage your budget, resources and costs with BillQuick’s built-in project 
management tools.

DCAA

COMPLIANT
Call us today for 

a FREE Trial Copy

www.BillQuick.com

         -
-BiLLNOW



SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium Page 6 November 2009 

 

 Meetings, Seminars, Announcements 



SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium Page 7 November 2009 

 

consisted of two break-out 
groups that discussed similari-
ties and differences between 
the various age groups that 
may need to be considered in 
creating the next generation of 
leaders and volunteers.  Discus-
sions focused on general traits 
associated with each of the four 
principal generations (The Si-
lent Generation, Baby Boomers, 
Gen X, and Gen Y), ways that 
each age group prefers to inter-
act and communicate, and pos-
sible strategies that might be 
considered to motivate mem-
bers of each generation to par-
ticipate in and lead state MOs 
and committees. 

The conference ended at the 
hotel with the Saturday Eve-
ning Reception and “Excellence 
in Structural Engineering” 
Awards Banquet.  Ed Huston 
was presented the prestigious 
James M. Delahay Award, de-
tailed in an adjoining feature 
article.  Ed also formally left the 
NCSEA Board of Directors as 
retiring Past President.   

(Continued from page 5) 

 Meetings, Seminars, Announcements 

The NCSEA continues to grow 
and gain national prominence 
and recognition through the 
ongoing hard work of its Board 
members, many committees, 
Structure Magazine, and the 
supporting state MOs.  NCSEA 
welcomes volunteers that are 
willing to actively serve to pro-
mote the cause of structural 
engineering by participating on 
one of the committees. If you 
are interested in getting in-
volved with an NCSEA commit-
tee, please check out the web-
site at www.ncsea.com for 
more information.  You can also 
contact any of the following:  

John Riley, NCSEA Delegate 
Jriley@quantumce.com,  

Ed Huston 
Huston@smithhustoninc.com  

Scott Douglas  
sdouglas@dci-engineers.com 

Next year’s NCSEA Conference 
is scheduled for September 20—
October 2 in New York, and 
promises to be as inspiring and 
informative as this years’ Scotts-
dale conference.  

NCSEA Conference Recap 

Site Tour 12:00-1:30 PM $15.00 
Hartung Glass Industries: Tuk-
wila Glass Fabricating Facility 

Garth Tait, CSI, CDT, Hartung 
Glass Industry, 17830 West 
Valley Highway 

Garth Tait, longtime CSI mem-
ber, will lead this "Glass Fabri-
cating 101 Tour" of their facility 
in Tukwila.  

We will be able to see heat-
treating, laminating, Low-E 
coatings, ceramic fritted coat-
ings, tinting, various specialty 
coatings, tempering furnaces, 
and various other processes, 
etc. We will also be able to 
learn about the differences and 
uses of the various different 
kinds of glazing. Please bring 
safety glasses and earplugs 
(vests, hardhats and steel-toed 

shoes not required). Tours lim-
ited to the first 15 registrants. 

Educational Seminar 2:00-3:30 
PM $20.00 
BIM Structures 

David Haynes, Ideate, Inc. 
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 
Dexter Avenue N 

David Haynes, Director of Con-
sulting Services, Ideate, Inc. will 
discuss Building Information 
Management and why it is im-
portant for all members of the 
design/build/owner team. The 
focus will be on data sustain-
ability and how our industry is 
changing rapidly regarding 
owner expectations and inte-
grated project delivery. This is 
an executive overview and in-
tended for those in the manag-
ing and ownership of A/E prac-
tices and Construction Owners. 

Professional Growth Seminar 
3:30-5:00 PM $35.00 
Case Study of BIM Ready Firms 

David Haynes, Ideate, Inc. 
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 
Dexter Avenue N 

In celebrating their 25th Anni-
versary, Donald King Architect 
FAIA, has been moving the firm 
toward a sustainable practice 
model approach. Today we 
hope to share with you the 
processes we have experi-
enced, our goals, and future 
expectations with BIM as we 
see the future of the profession. 
We will look at our pilot project 
using Revit Architecture. 

Social Hour 5:00-6:00 PM 

Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 
Dexter Avenue N 
Socialize with our Puget Sound 

area design and construction 
industry leaders. 
 
Evening Dinner Program 6:00-
8:30 PM $35.00 
BIM - A Structural Engineers 
Perspective 
Donald Davies, SE, Magnusson 
Klemencic Associates 
Swedish Cultural Center, 1920 
Dexter Avenue N 

We have all heard about BIM as 
there is no shortage of opportu-
nities to hear from vendors, 
architects, engineers, and con-
tractors about the benefits of 
Building Information Modeling 
(BIM). Our November program 
will look at BIM from a struc-
tural engineer's standpoint. This 
presentation will use real-world 
experience to move beyond the 
marketing hype to provide in-
formation that all developers, 
design team members, and 
contractors should know about 
the realities, pitfalls, and ulti-

(Continued on page 8) 

Puget Sound Chapter CSI November Seminar Series: BIM Stuctures,  
November 12, 2009 
Register online at www.regonline.com/psccsi200911 
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mate potential of BIM. Our 
Speaker is Donald Davies, S.E., a 
Principal with Magnusson 
Klemencic Associates (MKA). In 
his 20-year history at MKA, he 
has designed residential, hotel, 
office, and mixed-use projects in 
the United States and seven 
other countries. The head of 
MKA's Hotel and Housing Spe-
cialist Group, he has been a 
significant part of implementing 

(Continued from page 7) BIM within MKA and currently 
has five major BIM projects un-
derway. This is a great opportu-
nity to learn how BIM is work-
ing. 

(For the Evening Dinner Pro-
gram add $5 for late registra-
tion after 12:00 PM Tuesday, 
November 10. Online registra-
tion closes at noon Wednesday, 
November 11.) 
Register online at 
www.regonline.com/
psccsi200911 

Last year at this time we at the Washington Aggregates and 
Concrete Association extended an invitation to our construction 
industry cousins to attend a WACA Economic Luncheon featur-
ing John Mitchell, formerly of US bank and a very popular re-
turning speaker for our members.  The luncheon was sold out 
and very well received. 

This year we are bringing John back and he’s bringing some 
friends. We are very fortunate to have been able to book on the 
same day: 

John Mitchell; David Zwicke, Sr. Regional Economist for the 
Portland Cement Association; and Dr. Arun Raha, Washing-
ton State Economic Director. 

When:  Friday, Nov 13th  
Where:  AGC Building in Seattle 
Time: 7:15 AM / Breakfast  
What: Economic “Recovery”/Indicators, Trends & Forecasts  

Our presenters will be covering  national, regional, and state 
economic indicators, forecasts and trends as well as regional / 
state construction industry forecasts and trends through the 
eyes of PCA. 

Pricing is generic to all Association members. 

Our economic soothsayers will gaze into their collective crystal 
balls for an analysis of what’s going on and what might happen 
next. 

Everyone says the recovery has started , but what does that 
really mean ???  We hope you’ll join us and find out! 

For complete details and registration information, visit  
http://www.washingtonconcrete.org/files/49.pdf  

Contact WACA at 206.878.1622 

 

WACA Presents: Has the “Recovery” Really Started? 

ACI Presents Troubleshooting Concrete Nov 17th 

This is a one-day seminar for 
contractors, design engineers, 
specifiers, government agencies, 
and material suppliers. This semi-
nar will provide attendees with 
solutions to problems with con-
crete, covering placing reinforce-
ment, preventing most cracks, 
making functional construction 
joints, vibrating concrete prop-

erly, detecting delaminations, 
and identifying causes of dete-
riorating concrete. 

Complimentary publications 
include: ACI 301, ACI 302.1R, 
ACI 303R, ACI 303.1, ACI 308R, 
ACI 309.2R, and seminar lec-
ture notes. 

www.concreteseminars.com  

Mark Your Calendar! 

2010 Western Council SEA Roundup 
Telus Whistler Conference Centre Whistler, BC 

October 21—23, 2010 

Preliminary Program: 
Thursday October 21, 2010   

10:00 AM - 12 PM - NWCSEA Council Meeting 

1.45 - 4.45 PM - WCSEA Council Meeting 

4.45 - 6.30 PM - Exhibitor Event 

7.00 PM - 12.00 AM - Social Event 

Friday October 22, 2010   
9.00 AM - 4.45 PM - Annual Conference  

(Structural Engineering Sessions)  

6.30 PM - 12.00 AM - President's Awards Gala 

Saturday October 23, 2010 
Social Activities 

Notes:  The highway between Vancouver and Whistler has 
been recently upgraded as part of the 2010 Olympic Games 
Transportation plan, making travel to-and-from Whistler safer 
and more convenient than previously.  Passports are required 

for visitors from the US traveling to Canada. 

 Opportunities 

10+ years experience. Forensic 
engineering experience is a 
plus. 

Ideal candidate possesses ex-
tensive knowledge of wood 
frame and concrete structures 
with experience in design and 
failure/damage analysis, con-
dition assessments, building 
codes, construction best prac-
tice and design for commeri-
cal and residential buildings. 

The candidate must be willing 
and able to roll up sleeves to 
perform hands-on investiga-
tions. Approximately half the 
time is spent on field investiga-
tions with the majority of the 
balance in the office writing 
reports & performing project 
coordination. Clients primarily 
include insurance companies, 
attorneys, property owners 
and property managers. 

Arbitration and/or expert wit-
ness experience is a plus. 
Candidate must be willing to 
work in a dynamic and fast 
paced environment. Candi-

date must be able to coordi-
nate and /or work with muti-
ple other employees in a vari-
ety of technical fields. 

Candidate must be a self 
starter with ability to market 
services to potential clients. 
Previous business develop-
ment experince is a plus. 

Candidate must have excel-
lent customer service, commu-
nication and project manage-
ment skills. Candidate must be 
able to accurately and effi-
ciently communicate findings 
verbally and by written report. 

Candidate must be able to 
work effectively with the insur-
ance and legal communities. 
Some travel required, primarily 
within the state hired and 
occasionally throughout the 
US as needed. 

Full benefits package includ-
ing 401K/pension. 

Submit resume to 
wwolfert@case4n6.com  

Washington SE License required. 
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Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs 

House/Program Andrew McGlenn 
Refresher Course C. Chevy Chase 
Membership Cheryl Burwell 
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig 
Presentations/Awards Peter Opsahl 
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston 

Statewide Committees & Chairs 

Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Engineering Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Open 
Existing Buildings Peter Somers 
Professional Practices John Tawresey 
Wind Engineering Don Scott 

Exam Liaison Ed Huston 
Scholarship Bill Mooseker 
Legislation Matt Toton 
Education Joe Ferzli  
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Disaster Prep/Response  Paul Brallier 
Public Information Cale Ash 

Membership 

Membership Applications 

S.B. Ali Wahidi 
Parsons Brinckerhoff  

BS 1977, MS 1978,  Utah State 
University 

Licensed P.E., S.E., Washington 
Class: MEMBER  

1. Go to www.seaw.org 
2. Log in to the member area (Default login name is your 

email address; password is your first name. 

3. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 
4. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar 

to see if there is an outstanding invoice.  

5. Select the invoice and Follow the prompts to pay your 
dues online using your VISA or Mastercard. 

6. When your payment has been made, you will receive 
an automated receipt by email. 

Forgot your Login Information?  Simply click on “Forgot 
Password” under the Member sign in area and enter your 
email address. Your information will be emailed to you. 
 

SEAW Membership Dues 

 
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 2009 DUES? 

63 Seattle Chapter Members have not! 

Check your dues status today!  Members un-
paid at the end of the year will be dropped! 

 

NOVEMBER, 2009 

Wednesday 11 YMF Happy Hour—5:00 PM 
   520 Bar & Grill,  Bellevue 

Tuesday 17 Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting 
   (One week early due to Thanksgiving) 
   YMF Sponsored meeting: Firms Showcase & 
   Student Presentations 

Thursday 26 HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

DECEMBER, 2009 

   SEAW Scholarship Applications solicited 

   No Chapter Dinner Meeting this month 
   HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

Tuesday 8 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Spur Gastropub, Seattle 

Thursday 31 Unpaid Members dropped from rolls 

 

JANUARY, 2010 

Tuesday 12 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Thoa’s, Seattle 

Wednesday 20 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Daniel’s Broiler, Bellevue 

Tuesday 26 Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting 
   Location TBA 

Friday 29 SEAW State Board of Trustees meets 
    

Watch the SEAW website for Calendar updates! 

Travis Williams 
KPFF Consulting Engineers  
BSCE 2004 Oregon State, 

MSCE 2006 University of WA 
Class: Associate  

Calendar 


