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The Case for Emergency Responder Legislation

“No good deed goes unpunished” -Clare Booth Luce

September 11th brought out the best in New Yorkers.
Specifically, it brought together a legion of structural
engineers—the Structural Engineers Association of
New York (SEAoNY)—to volunteer their help in the
rescue/recovery effort at Ground Zero. From Sep-
tember 13th 2001, through January of 2002, over
100 SEAoNY engineers, all working for different engi-
neering firms in New York, went to Ground Zero on a
round-the-clock basis to help rescue workers evalu-
ate debris piles for stability, as well as the safety of
surrounding structures. Unfortunately, the engineer-
ing firms that employed the engineers who volun-
teered are being sued by twenty thousand-plus plain-
tiffs over respiratory damages.

What do structural engineers have to do with this?
As President of SEAoNY, our speaker, Joseph Tor-
torella, found resistance by SEAoNY members when
he asked for volunteers (for example, only 13 mem-
bers volunteered to assist after Katrina). Several
members said, “my boss will not allow me to volun-
teer again, because of the lawsuit.” Is this the atti-
tude we want to foster?

The concern at SEAoNY is this: the fear that, should
another extreme event occur in New York or in your
state, we will be left with nothing but lawyers scram-
bling to solve the problem. Are people outside of NY
aware of the possible ramifications of their efforts in
working at a disaster site? This concern has led to
proposed “Emergency Responder Legislation.” The
primary purpose of this act as stated in the bill be-
fore Congress is to “ensure that the threat of liability
does not deter potential architect, engineering, de-
sign, and construction services companies, organiza-
tions, and individuals with the capability to respond
to natural and man-made disasters and emergen-
cies from providing products and services in re-
sponse to such disasters and emergencies”.

Meeting Information:

Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2014

Place: Hotel Monaco Seattle
1101 Fourth Avenue, Seattle

Note: Valet parking for SEAW meeting
attendees is $12.00, space available.

Time: 5:00—6:00 PM Registration/Networking
6:00—6:40 PM Dinner
6:45—7:00 PM Welcome/Introductions
7:00—8:15 PM Program

Menu: Maple-Grain Mustard Roasted Pork Loin,
Parsnip Puree, Foraged and Cultivated
Mushroom Ragout, Shishito Peppers

~or~

Handmade Gnocchi, Seasonal Preparation

Price: SEAW Members $40.00
Non-Members $50.00
Students $15.00
Late Registration, add $ 5.00

Registration required—Prepayment appreciated.
Register online at www.seaw.org

Registration deadline is 5:00 PM, Thursday, May 22.

VISA/Mastercard accepted online only, not at the door.
No-shows and cancellations

after the deadline are subject to full charge.

Post 9-11 work at Ground Zero. Photo courtesy of Robert Silman
Associates.

Mr. Tortorella’s presentation will tell the tale of the
post-9/11 work at Ground Zero and the ensuing
lawsuits, and the proposal for Emergency Re-
sponder Legislation.

Joseph F. Tortorella, PE, is President of Robert Sil-
man Associates. Since joining the firm in 1979, Mr.
Tortorella has supervised new construction, mod-
ernization, additions, renovation, adaptive reuse,
sustainable design, and historic preservation pro-
jects. His active involvement in industry organiza-
tions includes (among others) current Vice Presi-
dent of the International Association for Bridge and
Structural Engineering (IABSE), Chair of the US Na-
tional Group of IABSE, president of the board of the
Center for Architecture Foundation, member and
past president of the Structural Engineers Associa-
tion of New York (SEAoNY), and a past board mem-
ber of the American Council of Engineering Compa-
nies, New York Chapter.

This presentation is valued at 1.5 PDH
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From the Board: Structural Engineering, SEAW and Sailboats?

- by Michael A. Wright

Life, structural engineering, and SEAW
are like a really good sailboat race.

As some of you know, in my spare time I
like to mess around with sailboats, spe-
cifically multi-hull racing sailboats, and
more specifically, Farrier trimarans. In
the past this hobby has lead me to do
things like build my own boat from
scratch (Scooter, a Farrier 25 foot trima-
ran), and then race all over the north-
west. This past summer, the hobby
(addiction) found me and several friends
doing the Van Isle 360 race on a 31 foot
Farrier trimaran, Moxie.

The Van Isle 360 is a 580 nautical mile,
ten-stage race that takes you all
the way around Vancouver Island
starting and ending in Nanaimo.
The race is run every other year
and, with rest days, takes 18 days
to complete. For many, the Van Isle
is considered the ultimate sailboat
race in the Pacific Northwest, only
to be outdone by open ocean races
such as the Victoria-Maui race, but
only crazy people (not me) do that
kind of racing.

For me the Van Isle was the culmi-
nation of a racing career that be-
gan 30 years ago. In order to get to
the starting line, I had to spend
years developing the skills I needed
to race a boat safely around some
of the most challenging waters in the
Pacific Northwest.

I started by sailing small performance
sailboats in Western New York and after
moving here began to race on Puget
Sound in small keel boats. But I missed
the speed of small performance sail-
boats, which led to the building of
Scooter. After a nine-year garage build,
we launched the boat and went racing,
winning our first race the day we
launched. I proved to myself that if I ap-
plied myself and was patient I could learn
the skills to build a modern race boat. I

also learned the importance of learning from
others who had done the same thing before
me.

Building the boat was only part of the chal-
lenge, I also needed the skills to safely race the
boat. Those of you who know about racing tri-
marans know that when things go bad, they go
really bad and you may end up upside down in
50-degree water. So I started by doing easy
Wednesday night races on other trimarans,
working up to the various winter races around
the Sound. After a while I was asked to crew on
Swiftsure, the annual race out of Victoria to
Neah Bay and back—my first exposure to really
big wind and big waves in the Straits of Juan de
Fuca. Even after a particularly hard Swiftsure,
when you promise your wife you are done with
racing in big water, big wind, and big waves in
what can quickly become a very small boat, you
hear fellow addicts start talking about this race
that took them all the way around Vancouver
Island, and you think, well, why not, because
with this particular disease you keep looking
for the next challenge

In order to get ready for Van Isle 360, we
needed to further raise our safety standard. In
2001 several friends of mine flipped their tri-
maran in the Van Isle 360, 25 nautical miles

off the Brooks Peninsula, waiting 22 hours to
be rescued; so I knew this race could be dan-
gerous. Their experience led to multiple im-
provements in the safety procedures for the
race, including drills in a swimming pool where
you experience what it is like to inflate a life
raft while treading water in full foul weather
gear.

So after all the years of gaining experience,
learning new skills, and refreshing old ones, we
set off on the Van Isle 360. In the end it was
all I hoped it could be, 18 days focused on sail-
ing some of the most beautiful waters in the
world, seeing things that in my mind looked
just like what Captain Vancouver saw when he

first sailed those waters 200 years ago.
Every day was a new adventure, and all
you could do was to react to what was in
front of you. Some days I needed all my
boat-building skills to keep the boat going
or my sailing skills to deal with a particu-
larly windy section. Many days, however,
what was called for was all my patience to
deal with no wind or going around in cir-
cles in the middle of a whirlpool. In the
end, in a race like this it is really the peo-
ple you meet and get to know along the
way that you remember most.

This brings me full circle, and back to
SEAW and structural engineering. For me,
the journey that took me to the Van Isle
360 is very similar to my time as a mem-
ber in SEAW. As a young engineer, I came
to SEAW looking to pick up specific techni-
cal skills. SEAW provided me an opportu-
nity to keep growing both technically and
professionally. It has been the constant in
my professional life that has allowed me
to grow into the engineer I am today. Of
course, just like the Van Isle 360, it really
is the people you meet along the way, and
SEAW has allowed me to meet and get to
know some incredible engineers who, like

my sailing buddies, are always there
to help if needed. Also, as in sailing,
there are those young hot shots
going fast off the front or coming up
fast from behind, showing us all new
tricks along the way.

Being on the Board for the past four
years has been a very enjoyable
experience—sort of like a long race. I
had the opportunity to work with a
great team of people all who are
focused on making SEAW a better
organization, dealing with whatever
each day brings. So if you get the
chance to serve on the Board, or
really any position in SEAW, go for it.
Like the Van Isle 360, it will be worth
it.

So for now I’m going back to just being a
member, but I hope to see you at the next
SEAW function or out on Lake Washington
where I’ll be sailing in my new toy (Biscuit,
a 14 foot Weta trimaran). I promised my
wife I was done with big water and big
waves and sleeping in a boat instead of a
bed at night. I give it two years. Victoria-
Maui sounds interesting—do they let multi-
hulls in?

Michael Wright is the founder of MA
Wright, LLC, and has been on the SEAW
Board since 2010. He can be reached at
mwright@mawright.com.

Weta Trimaran racing in San Francisco.
Photo courtesy of Weta Marine.

I wish I looked this good racing mine!
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YMF Corner: Leadership

- By Tyler Kurz

As we approach summer it is time to begin to
look forward to next year’s YMF leadership. I en-
courage everyone to consider volunteering for a
position. It’s a great opportunity to develop valu-
able relationships with members of the structural
community. Additionally, it’s a great way to learn
more about how SEAW works and all that the
organization is involved with.

Following is a list of YMF leadership positions and
a brief description of typical activities for each:

PRESIDENT: Develop and lead YMF activities, specifically:

 Attends monthly meetings with the SEAW board
 Coordinates tours, such as building projects or structural

material manufacturers
 Sends announcements to YMF
 Contributes a monthly column to the Equilibrium newsletter

VICE PRESIDENT: Assists President with YMF activities, including:

 Coordinates two service projects, such as our YMF Habitat build
days

 Coordinates SEAW’s booth for the PSEC Engineering Fair

OUTREACH CHAIR: Liaises between university students and YMF
and develops programs to encourage young engineers to join and
participate in SEAW, including:

 Coordinates Student Outreach Luncheons in the spring
 Serves on SEAW’s Public Information Committee

SOCIAL CHAIR: Develops programs to encourage sustained involve-
ment of young engineers in SEAW, including:

 Coordinates monthly happy hour events
 Coordinates the annual YMF Picnic
 Helps maintain email list and budget

This coming June we will be holding elections. We will be accepting
self-nominations now through May 23rd for all YMF leadership posi-
tions. Voting will run through June 6th, and the results will be an-
nounced shortly before the June dinner meeting.

If you’re interested in a position, please email your name, email ad-
dress, current company and alma mater, to tkurz@dci-engineers.com
with the position you’d like to run for, and a brief statement explain-
ing why you’d like to hold this position. This information will be pub-
lished on the ballot. If you have any questions about the exact re-
sponsibilities of the positions, feel free to send me an email as well.

The Younger Member Forum provides networking and social
opportunities to SEAW members 35 and under, as well as new
non-member engineers and students. All SEAW members are
welcome to participate in YMF functions.

Outreach Representative:
Cal Bearman cfbearman@gmail.com

Social Representative:
Chelsea Snodgrass
Snodgrass@jacobssf.com
Past Chair:
Jennifer Ahlport
jahlport@gmail.com

President:
Tyler Kurz
tkurz@dci-engineers.com
Vice President:
Kyle Holman
kholman@dci-engineers.com

YMF Leadership

April Meeting Recap

- by Peter Somers

The annual joint Seattle/
Southwest dinner meeting
took place at the Jesse
Engineering fabrication
shop in Tacoma. SEAW
members from Belling-
ham to Bremerton en-
joyed a brief presentation
and extensive tour of the
facility by Gust Erickson,
Sales Manager for Jesse
Engineering. Not a typical
steel fabricator, Jesse
focuses on large and
complex fabrication with challenging welding as well as machining,
painting, and assembly of a wide variety of steel-based projects and
products. Recent structural engineering-related fabrication projects
include the pedestrian bridge at the Boeing Field Museum of Flight
and the iconic glass-blowing hot shop structure at Tacoma’s Museum
of Glass.

With large fabrication/assembly spaces and deep water port access,
Jesse can shop-fabricate, assemble, and paint relatively large struc-
tures, providing contractors with significant savings on field labor. A
current project in the shop includes the “column” elements for a
large fabrication center, with a main shop measuring approximately
250 feet by 300 feet in plan. Each column-assembly included four
wide flange columns with diagonal bracing, each measuring 30 feet
by 30 feet by 100 feet tall. About a dozen of these assemblies were
on the yard in various stages of completion awaiting shipping for the
final destination. The tour included up-close views of the assembled,
welded, and painted elements. (The project and location are confi-
dential).

Also seen along the tour were the base frames for diesel locomotives,
a steel-framed barge hull, and a deep-bore tunneling machine being
refurbished (not the one lying below downtown Seattle).

In addition to engaging in good dinner conversation with our South-
west colleagues, the Seattle chapter members were treated to a fas-
cinating look into the heavy steel fabrication process.

Upcoming YMF Events

May 14 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM, Chan, Seattle

May 21 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM, PF Chang’s, Bellevue Square

June 11 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM, Ram Restaurant & Brewery,

Seattle

Christen Sanders, Tom Corcoran, and Peter Somers,
April 16 SEAW tour of Jesse Engineering. Photo
credit Darrell Staaleson

New Board Members Confirmed

Voting members of the Seattle Chapter confirmed the candidates put
forth for the 2014-2015 board term. Congratulations to the following
on their appointment to the chapter leadership:

President: Tom Corcoran
Vice President: Ted Smith
2014-2017 Directors: Adam Slivers and Hans-Erik Blomgren

They will join continuing members Karen Damianick and Steve Pfeiffer,
2012-2015 Directors; and Jason Black and Ignasius Seilie, 2013-
2016 Directors. The new board will take effect at the conclusion of the
May 27th board meeting.
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http://www.seaw.org
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Charles W. Roeder, Professor of Civil Engineering at the University of Washington, has re-

ceived a Distinguished Achievement Award from the American Institute of Steel Construction
(AISC). The award, which recognizes exceptional contributions to the advancement of the struc-
tural steel design and construction industry that make a difference in the fabricated structural
steel industry's success, was presented March 26th at the 2014 NASCC: The Steel Conference in
Toronto.

The recognition statement notes: "[Professor Roeder] has dedicated the majority of his university
career to the structural steel industry through his research, teaching, and service to AISC. He has
been at the forefront of developing engineering design and analysis methods for numerous struc-
tural steel systems for both buildings and bridges, and has established an international reputation
as an outstanding researcher and lecturer in structural steel design. His contributions to seismic
engineering of structural steel systems, including moment resistant frames, concentrically and

eccentrically braced frames and older steel structures, have changed structural design practice."

Professor Roeder has been a member of SEAW since 1995.

Ron Klemencic

At the national AIA Convention in Chicago in June, the AIA will recognize Ron Klemencic among 10
Honorary Members, citing his notable professional contributions: "Thanks to the quality of his
structural engineering work, in particular his work on tall-building design, many world-renowned
architects have had the freedom to realize the full potential of their designs. Klemencic’s work has
helped redefine skylines, revitalize urban centers, and establish international standards for struc-
tural design."

Ron has been a member of SEAW since 1988.

SEAW Members Honored

https://www.aisc.org/nascc
www.iccsafe.org/Seattle
http://www.cascadejoinery.com
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Engineer’s Notes From Afield: UW Bridge Design Team

-by Stetson Shearer, UW Engineering Student

The 2014 National Student Steel Bridge
competition is finally underway! This is a
story about the University of Washington’s
Steel Bridge team. If you are unfamiliar with
the competition, head on over to
www.aisc.org/steelbridge

After hosting the national competition last
year, our team learned a tremendous
amount about the creativity, strategy, and
determination that winning teams had in the
national competition. We placed 28th in the
overall while placing 4th place for the con-
struction economy portion. After seeing our
team come close to the podium, I knew that I
wanted to take a leadership position when
entering my senior year.

All summer long I brainstormed ideas about
how we could improve performance, create a
more efficient bridge, and assemble the best
team possible to place at the national com-
petition. Early in the fall quarter, spirits were
high as the initial designs were being made.
The competition had a 17’ river that must be
crossed using a bridge built entirely out of
steel. All fall quarter we had consulted with
professors, Grad students, and Professionals
to get some ideas on what to do. Most advice

was limited due to the strict specifications
listed on the AISC website. These high spir-
its for the competition are soon drowned
with reoccurring midterms and homework
assignments. The challenge in this competi-
tion is that you must be able to balance all
of the remaining things on your personal
agenda. This student competition truly
teaches you many lessons about a real
engineering project from the design all the
way to complete construction.

The realism comes from the strict rules and
specifications that is a 40 page document
included with diagrams. These rules specify
minimum bolt diameter, the type of connec-
tions that can be used, and extensive
amount of dimension specifications. Con-
stantly arguing with your colleagues
whether an idea is legal (or a good idea) or
not is a constant occurrence. These compli-
cations carry on into the fabrication period.

After completing a 90% design of our
bridge, we begin to fabricate. This is where
our college education becomes exponen-
tially less useful. Welding, Cutting Steel,
Grinding, and purchasing the correct tools
and parts are sparsely covered in lectures
and labs. Surprisingly this is also an obsta-
cle that is not as easy as googling “How to
weld a bridge together”. Assistance from
previous captains, and PHD students with
much lab experience is extremely crucial for
improving the speed and quality of fabrica-
tion. As they say, practice makes perfect,
but I can tell you our welds are nowhere
near perfect.

The challenging process of fabrication is
not only the lack of experience, but the lack
of time. Teammates all have different class
schedules. To be able to coordinate a group
to work on a specific part of the bridge can
become challenging and often gets put off
till the last second.

Uncertainty in design and material selection
causes procrastination. The result of this
requires extensive hours to be put in with
the few weeks left before the competition.
This is where we currently find ourselves.

Right now it is 5:30 AM and I sit here in front
of a computer typing this article after putting
in a solid 9 hours on fabrication on an
Easter Sunday night. I can’t help but always
compare this competition to a real life pro-
ject. Putting in a late night at the office pour-
ing over specs and trying to find opportuni-
ties to create a cheaper, more efficient alter-
native to any of the current designs.

The greatest part of this project will be the
point at which my teammates and I will be
completely satisfied with the ultimate prod-
uct of our bridge. We have put in long hours
designing, fabrication, fixing our fabrication
errors, and assembling the bridge. These
long hours have brought many of us closer
together as students, teammates, and
friends.

If you are interested in following our results
as we enter the regional competition this
upcoming weekend (April 26) feel free to
email us at uwsteelbridge@gmail.com.

We also are in need of additional sponsors
for this current year! If you or your company
would be interested in supporting our team,
please contact us at
uwsteelbridge@gmail.com.

Steel Bridge Nationals hosted by the University of
Washington. Stetson Shearer (on the left)

and Devon Becker on the right.

This year’s bridge during fabrication. Lateral bracing is
clamped as it had yet to be welded to ensure the final

dimensioning of the bridge. We went with a similar style
as last year’s entry with the exception of adding an

overtruss to support the larger moment over the wider

river in this year’s problem statement.

This year’s fabrication team celebrates the first time

that the space truss stands on its own feet!

This year’s Junior (Kristina Low) works to put

the finishing touches on the space truss.

2013-2014 University of Washington Steel Bridge team

with advisor Jeff Berman.
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Engineer’s Notes From Afield: UW Concrete Canoe Team

- by Nick Orsi, UW Engineering Student

At the college level, there are many
unique opportunities for prospective
engineering students to collaborate and
apply their academic knowledge towards
a common goal. The ASCE National Con-
crete Canoe Competition is a great ex-
ample of such an event challenging stu-
dents across the nation. The objective of
this competition is in its name: design
and build a canoe made from concrete.
Participation in this competition allows
students to demonstrate their creativity,
gain exposure to industry practices,
build lifelong relations with fellow stu-
dents and supporters, and just have fun!

During the 2013-2014 academic year,
the University of Washington Concrete
Canoe team has been
hard at work design-
ing, testing, and
handcrafting this
year’s concrete ca-
noe. The team used
last year’s hull design
incorporating a sharp
keel in the front (bow)
of the canoe for
straight tracking, and
a flatter keel at the
back (stern) for easier
turning. After much testing, modifica-
tions were made to the concrete mix
design and reinforcing material to pro-
duce a stronger, lighter canoe. Hand
construction of the canoe started and
ended on Nov. 23rd, from 8:00AM to
11:30PM.

After several months of sanding, patch-
ing, and staining, the UW team was
proud to unveil The Lady to the public

and donating supporters of the team
on April 4th. The Lady is a visually out-
standing and high performance con-
crete canoe, designed and crafter by
30 interdisciplinary team members and
the UW Art Club. With this, the UW
team will compete at the 2014 ASCE
Northwest Regional Conference held at

Portland State University from April 25-
26. Here, teams are scored in four
equally weighted categories: final prod-
uct, technical paper, presentation, and
racing. Teams scoring first overall in
their region go on to compete at the
National Conference in late June.

Recognizing a fourth of the competition
is devoted to racing these canoes, the
UW team formed 2 hour paddling prac-
tices every Sunday, rain or shine…
mostly rain. Practices focus on teach-
ing correct paddling techniques and
building strength to compete in the
200 m sprint, the 600 m endurance, or
the 400 m co-ed race. The sprint and
endurance races are split into men’s

and female’s events involving only two
paddlers. The co-ed race has two men
and two female paddlers together. Dur-
ing some of these Sunday practices our
team paddle in past concrete canoes
that are beautifully crafted…and weigh
in excess of 300 lbs., catch water at
high speeds, and are a nightmare to

steer. These canoes teach paddlers a
valuable engineering lesson: it doesn’t
matter how good a product looks if it
can’t perform.

In closing, the UW team encourages all
those interested to attend the regional
event and witness the ingenuity Pacific

Northwest engi-
neering students
have to offer. Our
team constantly
strives to facilitate
unique learning
opportunities for its
members, which
have been made
possible by dona-
tions and support
from community
sponsors like you.
We appreciate your

support and go Huskies!

If you or anyone you know is interested
in contributing to our team, checks can
be made out to “University of Washing-
ton-Concrete Canoe Team” to the fol-
lowing address:

Attn: Concrete Canoe
University of Washington

201 More Hall, Box 352700
Seattle, WA 98195-2700
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SEAW Committee Chairs

Building Engineering Chris Duvall chrisd@cplinc.com
Code Advisory John Hooper jhooper@mka.com
Committee Liaison Task Group Tom Corcoran tcorcoran@integrusarch.com
Disaster Prep/Response Joyce Lem joyce.lem@hdrinc.com
Earthquake Engineering Andy Taylor andy.taylor@kpff.com
Education Ardel Jala ardel.jala@seattle.gov
Existing Buildings Bryan Zagers bryanz@cplinc.com
Legislative Tim Nordstrom timn@starseismic.net
Professional Practices John Tawresey johntaw@aol.com
Public Information Darrell Staaleson dstaal@staaleng.com
Scholarship David Peden peden@coffman.com
Snow Load Engineering John Tate jatce@charter.net
Strategic Plan Monitor Jill Shuttleworth jtshuttleworth@meierinc.com
Sustainability Adam Slivers aslivers@lundopsahl.com
Technology Lynnell Brunswig seaw@seaw.org
Western Council Ed Huston huston@smithhustoninc.com
Wind Engineering Scott Douglas sdouglasscott@gmail.com

Liaisons/Representatives:
PSEC Peter Opsahl popsahl@lundopsahl.com
NCSEA Chun Lau clau@comcast.net
BSSC Tom Xia txia@dci-engineers.com
SEAW/WABO Charlie Griffes charlie@ctengineering.com
Structural Engineers Foundation Howard Burton hburton@seattlestructural.com
WA Seismic Safety Committee Stacy Bartoletti sbartoletti@degenkolb.com

Committee Corner
Scholarship: Dave Peden, chair,
peden@coffman.com

The scholarship committee has developed a
short list of candidates to interview. Inter-
views will be conducted the week of April
21st. A selection will be made by the end of
April.

Building Engineering: Chris Duvall, chair,
chrisd@cplinc.com

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 7th, 12:00 to
1:00 at Coughlin Porter Lundeen, 801 Sec-
ond Ave, Ste 900, Seattle. Committee tasks
are to identify and review changes to the IBC
that we, as practicing engineers and building
officials, would like to see, and to work with
NCSEA on code change proposals.

In our April meeting, we outlined the content
of a poll meant to solicit code change ideas
from the SEAW membership. The committee
will finalize the content of the poll in the May
meeting.

We would enjoy additional participants on
our committee from SEAW members of all
levels of experience who are eager to make a
difference, and learn about the code proc-
ess. GoToMeeting conferencing is available
for those unable to attend in person. Con-
tact Chris Duvall, chair, at chrisd@cplinc.com
for information.

WABO/SEAW Liason: Charlie Griffes, liai-
son, charlie@ctengineering.com

Thursday, May 8 at from 11:30 to 1:00
Bellevue City Hall

450 110th Ave NE, Bellevue

Subjects will be new White Papers on Fire Ap-
paratus loads on elevated slabs, and Deferred
Submittals.

Wind Engineering: Scott Douglas, chair,
sdouglasscott@gmail.com

Wednesday May 14, 12:00 – 1:30 PM at Mag-
nusson Klemencic Associates, 1301 Fifth Ave-
nue, Suite 3200 in Downtown Seattle’s Rainier
Tower. The committee will continue to deter-
mine the future focus and work of the WEC.
Don Scott, the Chair of the ASCE 7 Wind Sub-
committee, will report on the recent Subcom-
mittee’s Meeting in Washington DC. All mem-
bers are invited to participate either in person
or via Go-to-Meeting. Please contact Scott
Douglas to join the WEC and be included on
the roster to receive further information on
Committee activities and actions.

Public Information: (PIC) Darrell Staaleson,
chair, dstaal@staaleng.com, 253.520.0388

Monthly meeting schedule: On or about the
15th of every month in the afternoon for one
hour via GoToMeeting. We hold a PIC Social
every other month.

One of our goals is to present our structural
engineering profession to the community.
Think of it this way: have you been at a public
meeting and had someone ask you about your
work? You answer, “I’m a structural engineer.”
Then they give you a puzzled look and say, “So,
you’re an architect?” You answer, “Well,
no…” Then you get to explain what a structural
engineer does.

There are videos which have been prepared
that answer the question very well. The only
thing missing is the direct connection to our
own structural engineers here in our commu-
nity in Washington State.

Here is a PIC challenge for you.

Imagine you have been asked this question
by a client, “Explain what a structural engi-
neer does?”

Take a photo of a recent project and write a
paragraph to describe what work you did, why
it is important, and why you enjoyed working
on it. Your photo could be the entire building,
a connection, an AutoCAD drawing, a sketch,
a diagram, output from your new Excel
Spreadsheet that you designed, or anything
visually interesting related to the topic. Sub-
mit your topic directly on our Facebook
Page. (Call me if you need help with Face-
book.) The engineer whose post gets the most
“likes” will receive a Starbucks gift card.

TIPS: Write from your heart with enthusi-
asm. Be real. Be yourself. One picture, one
paragraph. No picture? no post! Don’t write a
technical summary or no one will read it.

Disaster Preparedness & Response: Joyce
Lem, chair, joyce.lem@hdrinc.com

Tuesday, May 20, 12:00 – 1:00 PM
Quantum Consulting Engineers
1511 3rd Ave Ste 323, Seattle

Primary Topics:

 Follow up to the first State EMD workshop
on NGOs, State-wide system for post-
disaster call-up of structural engineers,

 Cascadia Subduction Zone (CSZ) Exercise
in 2016.

 Post-earthquake reconnaissance teams
and missions.

Sustainability: Adam Slivers, chair,
aslivers@lundopsahl.com

Wednesday, May 28, 12:00 PM at Coughlin
Porter Lundeen, 801 Second Avenue, Suite
900. The topic of the meeting will be a recap
of the Portland State University’s Sustainable
Structures Symposium including a repeat of
the presentation “Reducing Embodied Green-
house Gases in Light Rail Infrastructure.”

Earthquake Engineering: Andy Taylor, chair,
Andy.Taylor@kpff.com

The next meeting of the Earthquake Engineer-
ing Committee will be Wednesday, June 24.
The meeting agenda items will be announced
in the June Equilibrium. The meeting will be
from 12:15 to 1:30, at the Westlake Tower
office building, 1601 Fifth Avenue, Fourth
Floor Conference Room.

Education: No meeting in May.
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Meetings, Seminars and Announcements

SEAW Spring Seminar:
ASCE/SEI 41-13 Seminar: Seismic
Evaluation and Retrofit of Existing
Buildings

Seattle: Saturday, May 10

This seminar details the new ASCE/SEI
41-13 standard, which is a combination
of ASCE 31-03 and ASCE 41-06. The
new standard provides an updated
methodology for evaluating and retrofit-
ting existing buildings for earthquakes
and eliminates significant inconsisten-
cies between the two previous stan-
dards. The evaluation and retrofit proc-
esses are combined, and a three-tiered
process for seismic evaluation is pro-
vided which can be applied to a range of
building performance levels.

This presentation will act as an introduc-
tion to the new standard and a primer
on its use. Attendees will learn about
the underlying philosophy and history of
the ASCE 31 and 41 standards. Nation-
ally recognized speakers and contribu-
tors will present the following topics:

 General Provisions and the Com-
bined Document

 Tier 1 Structural Provisions

 Tier 2 Structural Provisions

 Soil Structure Interaction and
Foundations

 Masonry & Concrete Provisions

 Base Isolation & Energy Dissipation

 Steel Provisions

 Wood and Cold-Formed Provisions

This seminar will qualify for (6) PDH.
Lunch will be provided.

Please visit www.seaw.org for complete
details and registration.

Pacific Northwest Geodesign

Forum

Design professionals, geospatial pro-
fessionals, planners, GIS users, devel-
opers, information technologists, stu-
dents, community partners and the
general public are invited to attend the
Inaugural Pacific Northwest Geodesign
Forum on May 7, 2014, from 8:00 AM
– 4:00 PM at the University of Wash-
ington Husky Union Building (HUB) Ly-
ceum. Registration is $25.00 for pro-
fessionals, and free for students.

Geodesign is an emerging collaboration
method combining the science of geog-
raphy with the methods of design. The
goal of Geodesign is very simple: supe-
rior designs that lead to a more sus-
tainable and healthy relationship be-
tween the man-made built environment
and the natural world. Geodesign is
about using humanity's collective

The SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium is published monthly from September through May and is available
online at www.seaw.org. Articles, letters, and announcements are accepted by e-mail to seaw@seaw.org.

Advertising rates (prepaid) Help Wanted/Job wanted, max 200 words, $65; Display ads: Quarter page,
$115; Half Page, $150; Full Page $190. 10% discount for ads running two or more months. Deadline is
the 20th of the month. Contact SEAW for an advertising order form.

Except where noted, opinions expressed in this newsletter reflect those of the author and do not reflect or
represent the position of SEAW. Portions of this newsletter may be reproduced provided credit is given.

Mark Your Calendar

Seattle Chapter’s Annual

June Social and Awards Event
Tuesday, June 17, 2014

5:30 – 8:30 PM

Lake Union Café
3119 Eastlake Ave E., Seattle

Keynote address by Scott Douglas:

Stories from Afghanistan

Presentation of Awards

Life Members, Spouses & Guests Cordially Invited.
Watch for details and plan to attend!

knowledge to actively and thoughtfully
design with a rigorous method of en-
gaging the people of the place, design
professions, the geographically ori-
ented sciences and information tech-
nologists. Geodesign links the next
generation of both geography and
design and the approaches consider
comprehensive social and environ-
mental information in the design proc-
ess. Geodesign is not all about tools -
CAD, GIS, BIM, etc. - but rather about
informing the decision making proc-
ess of design with the right models,
information, and human structures to
consider (and model) the impacts of
various design scenarios.

For a schedule of events and registra-
tion information, visit http://
depts.washington.edu/pgist/slcn/
content/pacific-northwest-geodesign-
forum

http://depts.washington.edu/pgist/slcn/content/pacific-northwest-geodesign-forum
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Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs

House/Program Tom Corcoran
Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig
Presentations/Awards Peter Somers
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston
Committee Liaison Tom Corcoran
YMF Tyler Kurz
Seattle Users of BIM Structural Open
PSEC Representative Peter Opsahl

Education Ardel Jala
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith
Disaster Prep/Response Joyce Lem
Public Information Darrell Staaleson
Sustainability Adam Slivers
Snow Load John Tate
SEAW Historian Don Northey

Statewide Committees & Chairs

Code Advisory John Hooper
Earthquake Engineering Andy Taylor
Building Engineering Chris Duvall
Existing Buildings Bryan Zagers
Professional Practices John Tawresey
Wind Engineering Scott Douglas
Scholarship David Peden
Legislation Tim Nordstrom

For Committee contact information, visit www.seaw.org and click the Committee page

MAY, 2014

Saturday 10th SEAW Spring Seminar: ASCE/
SEI 41-13, UW Kane Hall

Wed 14th YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM
Chan, Seattle

Wed 21st YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM
PF Changs, Bellevue Square

Tuesday 20th June Newsletter Deadline
From the Board: Mike Bramhall

Friday 30th State Board Meeting
New and old boards meet
Year end reports by President and
Committee Chairs

Friday 30th State Newsletter Deadline
Chapter Report: Peter Somers

JUNE, 2014

Wed 11th YMF Happy Hour, 5:00 pm
Ram Restaurant & Brewery, Seattle

Tues 17th SEAW Spring Social & Awards Event
Lake Union Cafe

Chapter Membership Postings

In accordance with SEAW bylaws, membership applications
are vetted by the Executive Director, granted probationary
status by the chapter board, and posted for membership com-
ment. Membership is considered accepted 30 days after post-
ing if current year dues are paid and no member objections
have been received.

Robert Cochran
Member SE
Seattle City Light
University of Washington, BS
1988
Licensed SE, WA

Jeremy Hasselbauer
Associate Member
Magnusson Klemencic
Associates
University of Nevada, Reno
BSCE, BS Applied
Mathematics, May 2011
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign MSCE, December
2012

Sean Johnson
Affiliate Member
Swenson Say Faget
Washington State University
BSCE 5/2007
Licensed PE, Idaho

Thomas Krause
Associate Member
DCI Engineers
University of Washington,
BSCE 2013
EIT, WA

Ted McDonald
Member PE
Seattle Structural
Boston University BSME –
1985
Licensed PE, WA

David Pogreba
Student
University of Washington

Kevin Sahara
Associate
KPFF Consulting Engineer-
Seattle
University of Washington,
BSCE 2005
EIT, WA

John Strub

Student

Gonzaga University

B.S. May 2014

SEAW Calendar Membership

Seattle Chapter Membership Changes

Resignation: Daniel Yeager, Member SE
1/2007–4/2014, relocated out of state


