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Save the Dates! 
 

SEAW Spring Social and 
Awards Event Thursday, 

June 14, 2012  
Wind Seminar  

WA State Convention Ctr. 
June 16, 2012 

Our May dinner meeting will feature Mark Chang, City 
of Bellevue, and Kaveh Aminian, City of Seattle DPD. 
Mark and Kaveh spent a year in Abu Dhabi, United 
Arab Emirates, as ICC Consultants teaching structural 
engineers and training municipal engineers in fire/life 
safety and structural design requirements based on  
the International Building Code. Their presentation will 
cover aspects of Middle Eastern practice and what it 
was like to teach internationally. In addition, they will 
share personal insights of their time in a region we have 
heard much about but really understand very little.  

After Mark and Kaveh’s presentation, we will have a panel discussion featuring engineers with in-
ternational design experience who will share their lessons learned from practicing abroad.  
About Our Speakers:  

Mark Chang graduated from the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana in 
1983 with a Master of Architecture degree. He has 29 years of experience in the 
building industry including 21 years of plan review (four years with ICC, and18 
years with Forum Engineers and City of Bellevue). He has designed and reviewed 
many residential, commercial, institutional, medical, educational, industrial, and 
high-rise buildings; materials include structural steel, concrete, wood, and others. 
He has been on the NCEES 
structural engineer license 
examination committee for 10 
years, writing and grading for 

SE exams. He spent a year between 2010 and 
2011 working as an ICC Code Consultant in 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, training mu-
nicipal engineers.  
Kaveh Aminian graduated 
from the University of Wash-
ington in 1977 with a Mas-
ter of Science in Civil Engi-
neering degree. He has 32 
years of technical and man-
agement experience in vari-
ous field of engineering 
such as plan review, struc-
tural design, and geotechnical with City of Se-
attle, URS Corporation and  other local and 
international firms. This includes six years of 
academic involvement through the University 
of Washington in developing and instructing 
courses in building code and temporary struc-
tures. Kaveh was a member of Kirkland’s Build-
ing Code Advisory Committee from 1996 to 
2000. Kaveh also served a one-year overseas 
assignment with ICC facilitating the implemen-
tation of the Building Code in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi (UAE).  

Mission Impossible 5:  Professional Practice and 
Building Code Adoption in the Middle East 

Meeting Information  
This presentation is valued at 1.25 PDH 
Register online at www.seaw.org.  

Date:  Tuesday, May 22, 2012 

Place: Best Western Executive Inn  
 200 Taylor Avenue North, Seattle, WA 

Time: 5:00—6:00 PM Social Hour  
 6:00—6:30 PM Dinner  
 6:30—7:00 PM Welcome/Introductions/
  Board Election Results 
 7:00—8:15 PM Program/Panel Discussion 

Menu: Choose between: 

 Chicken Saltimbocca or Vegetarian Teriyaki 
Stir Fry 

Price: SEAW Members  $30.00 
 Non-Members $35.00  
 Students* $15.00 
 Registration After 5/16, add $5.00 

*unemployed current members may register at the    
  student rate 
 

Registrations Required 
Registration deadline is 5pm Wednesday, May 16.  

Credit Cards accepted online only; not at the door. 
No-shows and cancellations after the deadline will be 
subject to full charge. 
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-by Andrew McGlenn 

Looking back to the first time I 
wrote this column in October 
2005, it’s fascinating to reflect 
on how much has changed 
since then. As a recently 
elected Director, my topic at 
that point in time focused on 
the next generation of struc-
tural engineers and how we 
could bolster the younger 
membership.  While the 
younger membership is still 
growing, it’s great to see the 
YMF so strong and more 
younger folks taking on lead-
ership positions at the com-
mittee and board levels. 

As we go through life, many 
things change over time—
technology allows us to do 
things faster (but not always 
smarter…), we often find our-
selves working in different 
sectors with different people. 
Our roles as professionals shift 
from handling the work that is 
set before us to managing the 
work with the help of others. 
While this isn’t completely true 
for everyone, I am sure all of 
you have experienced these 
shifts in various forms over the 
course of your careers. 

Despite these changes going 
on around us, there are still 
certain things that remain 
relatively constant. And one of 
them is what it takes to get 
through a project successfully. 
Success can be measured in 
different ways. Financial suc-
cess is probably at the top of 
the list or we wouldn’t still be 
doing what we are doing. 
Staying out of a lawsuit or 
settling a construction claim 
fairly can be deemed a suc-
cess for others. Bringing inno-
vation to the project and im-
plementing it may be yet an-
other accomplishment that 
makes the project successful. 

But if we break it all down, in 
order to be successful overall, 

From the Board:  What Makes for a Successful Project? 

fighting it during the rest of 
the design process or 
through construction. 

Manage your team effec-
tively.  If you are involved in 
large projects, you know that 
you can’t do it all yourself—
you need a strong team be-
hind you to pull it off. This 
also means that your team 
has to be coached through 
the process to “do it right the 
first time” so that you aren’t 
fixing things down the track. 
To further complicate this 
theme, working with a team 
can also mean working with 
different personalities, some 
of which can be really chal-
lenging at times.  

Don’t be afraid to advocate 
the right solution for the 
situation.  All of us have 
probably found ourselves in 
the challenging position 
where we were being 
pressed to economize the 
design by making it lighter or 
easier to build. While we 
can’t always be conservative 
to stay on the safe side, the 
key to success in this realm is 
to know when to select the 
right solution and stand our 
ground.  

Establish a rapport with the 
design team, construction 
team and CM team.  Building 
a relationship of mutual re-
spect and trust with those 
you are working with—at all 
stages of the project—is es-
sential to navigating through 
these phases successfully. 
Having the ability to work 
through tough situations 
without caving in or grow-
ing frustrated with others on 
the team will allow us to re-
solve things at the early 
stages and avoid dealing 
with them down the road 
when our abilities to influ-
ence the process are limited.  

Like many of you, I have 
encountered all types of 
challenges on the projects I 
have worked on over the 
years, from both the techni-
cal side and the process side. 
The ability to recognize the 
issues and deal with them 
effectively is something that 
comes with experience. 

In closing, I would like to say 
that it has been a very en-
riching and rewarding ex-
perience working with the 
Board and members of 
SEAW over the years. All 
involved bring their own 
unique background and set 
of tools to the table, and 
that diversity is what makes 
SEAW what it is—an 
“organization dedicated to 
the advancement of excel-
lence in structural engineer-
ing through building code 
advocacy, continuing educa-
tion, research, emergency 
preparedness, exchange of 
ideas, and mentoring, to 
ensure the highest stan-
dards of practice are upheld 
and to guard public safety.” 

Andrew McGlenn, Past Presi-
dent of the Seattle Chapter, 
is an Associate with Jacobs 
Associates in Seattle. An-
drew has been a member of 
SEAW since 1998. 

we need to see a project 
through from the early 
stages of design to the com-
pletion of construction, 
make a profit along the way 
and come out of the experi-
ence with more friends than 
enemies if we are to con-
tinue doing what we do. If 
you also manage to enjoy 
the journey along the way 
then you can’t ask for much 
more. 

Many stages make up the 
journey of the successful 
project: from design devel-
opment milestones, to work-
ing through the permitting 
process; going through the 
bidding phase where a ca-
pable contractor is selected 
at a reasonable cost to see-
ing things through construc-
tion. Each stage has its own 
unique set of challenges. 

I’d like to explore some of 
the elements that make a 
project successful in the 
hope that it might serve as a 
catalyst to continue the dis-
cussion with your col-
leagues and the teams you 
find yourself working with. I 
am by no means an author-
ity on the subject, but I 
thought I would share some 
of the lessons I have learned 
along the way. 

Tackle the toughest prob-
lems first.  This might seem 
pretty obvious, but it’s one 
of the first lessons I learned 
when taking on a very large 
and broad-reaching project 
with many layers of com-
plexity. It’s easy to knock off 
the easy problems to 
shorten the list, but when 
we deal with and resolve 
the tough issues first, the 
rest tend to work themselves 
out with little effort. Further-
more, when a major, funda-
mental decision is made 
early on that sets a clear, 
navigable path, we won’t be 
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 Meet Your New Board Members 

 
CALE ASH, President, is an Associate Principal with Degenkolb Engineers in Seattle and is a licensed Structural 
Engineer in Washington and California. He joined Degenkolb in 2003 after graduating with his BSCE and MSCE 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  His project experience at Degenkolb has focused on the 
seismic evaluation and rehabilitation of existing buildings.  

Cale has been active in SEAW since 2005 and served as Chair of the Younger Member Forum for two years. He is 
the current Chair of the Public Information Committee, serves on the Newsletter Committee, and has graded for 
the SE III exam. He is the current President of the Cascadia Region Earthquake Workgroup and recently was se-
lected to the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute’s Housner Fellowship program.  

“Our organization has many great opportunities ahead of us and we all benefit from the active contributions of 
our members. The great thing about SEAW is that everyone has a chance to get more involved—whether you are 
a design engineer, a BIM specialist, or a principal in your firm.  My personal goals for the Seattle Chapter include 
increasing collaboration with local universities and finding ways to make committee participation more accessible 
to all members. I am looking forward to continuing my involvement with SEAW.”  

The candidates put forward in January by the SEAW Seattle Chapter Nomination Committee were confirmed by the chapter 
membership in an online election. Thanks to all the members who voted. 

PETER SOMERS, Vice President, is a Principal at Magnusson Klemencic Associates (MKA), where he leads both the 
Healthcare/Lab Specialist and Existing Building Specialist groups. He received his BS and MS degrees in Civil Engi-
neering from Stanford University and is a licensed Structural Engineer in Washington and Professional Engineer in 
California. Peter has 18 years of professional experience, focusing on both new construction and renovations pri-
marily on the West Coast and in Hawaii.  

Peter has been active in SEAW since joining MKA in 2000, serving on the Earthquake Engineering Committee since 
2000, chairing the Existing Building Committee since 2008, and serving as Seattle Chapter Director from 2007 to 
2008. He is also active in national structural engineering organizations including the ASCE Rehabilitation Standards 
Committee and the NCSEA Existing Building Committee.   

“I know from my involvement in other national organizations that SEAW truly is one of the best around, and I am 
excited at the opportunity to continue the tradition of activity and effectiveness. The last few years have seen a tre-
mendous effort in reviewing SEAW’s mission as an organization and renewing SEAW’s commitment to its members. 
As Seattle Chapter Vice President, I hope to continue the progress made and keep looking for ways to make the 
organization relevant and useful to the local structural community.”  

CHARLENE HAILS, Director, is a Project Manager with MRP Engineering in Bellevue. She is a licensed Structural 
Engineer in Washington, with additional licenses in many other jurisdictions. She received Bachelors of Science in 
Civil Engineering and Mathematics from University of Saskatchewan in 1995, and relocated to Seattle in 1999. She 
has been with MRP Engineering since 2003. 

She developed a strong interest in seismic performance of structures, initially following the 2001 Nisqually earth-
quake, which provided first-hand examples of the importance of good seismic design. Her work now focuses on the 
seismic evaluation and performance-based rehabilitation of existing structures, not only in the Pacific Northwest but 
around the world. Charlene has been active in SEAW since 2001 as a member of Existing Building Committee and 
Newsletter Committee, and corresponding member of Earthquake Engineering Committee. She is also active on 
the ASCE committee to update ASCE 31 and 41, the standards for seismic evaluation and rehabilitation of existing 
buildings, contributing to the combination and masonry subcommittees. 

”I value the opportunities that SEAW creates for its members to keep abreast of technical developments, contribute 
to the advancement of structural engineering in the Pacific Northwest, interact with colleagues, and form lasting 
friendships. I am honored to serve as a Director and will continue to advance these opportunities for the benefit of 
SEAW members and the communities we serve.” 

STEVEN PFEIFFER, Director, is an Engineering and Technical Codes Manager for the Department of Planning and 
Development at the City of Seattle. He received his BSCE from the University of Wisconsin in 1978, and he is a regis-
tered Civil and Structural Engineer in the state of Washington. 

Steve worked for seven years in the consulting business doing design on a wide variety of projects before becom-
ing a plan examiner at the City of Seattle in 1984. Early on in his career, he focused on existing buildings and has 
been the point person for the department for many years. Steve has been involved in code development at the 
local, state, and national level and has attended code development hearings for over 20 years.  

Steve has been an active member of SEAW for over 30 years. He has previously served on the Board and has been 
an active member of the Lateral Forces Committee and the Existing Buildings Committee for many years. 

"SEAW is a fantastic organization and has an incredible number of highly talented and motivated engineers who 
tirelessly contribute to the good of the organization. The national code development process is extremely well rep-
resented by SEAW. As a member of the board I would to like to see more involvement from some of the smaller 
engineering firms to understand both their concerns and issues and to get their input into where SEAW should 
focus its future efforts. Thank you for the opportunity to serve on the Board."  
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SEFW Corner 

Seattle, Washington, April 
30, 2012—In celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
World's Fair of 1962/The 
Next Fifty, the Structural 
Engineers Foundation of 
Washington is hosting a 
reunion and recording ses-
sion with several engineers 
who worked on the fair's 
future-predicting structures.   

The idea for this event grew 
out of the Hall of Fame pro-
ject recently initiated by 
Mark D'Amato and SEAW 
Historian Don Northey.  
While compiling career pro-
files for the Hall of Fame, 
the committee uncovered 
several stories about the fair 
and thought it would be 
worthwhile to document 
these stories in a special, 
real-time event.  

The Foundation has invited 
an assembly of "Fair veter-
ans" to a recording session 
at the Seattle Center  on the 
afternoon of May 31. Engi-
neers hoped to be featured 
include Jack Christiansen, 
Dan Evans, Victor Gray, Nor-
man Jacobson, Tom Kane, 
Fred Pneuman, and Les 
Poole, among others.  

The event is certain to ele-
vate the achievements of 
Washington structural engi-
neers and their influence on 
the shaping of communities 
throughout Washington 
and the world. The Founda-
tion welcomes observations 

and support from all SEAW 
members. Mark your calen-
dars for the reception and 
check the SEAW website at 
www.seaw.org for registra-
tion details. 

The Structural Engineers 
Foundation of Washington 
(SEF) was founded in 2010 
with the goal of enhancing 
public safety and advancing 
the profession of structural 
engineering through scholar-
ship, research, and education. 
The Foundation’s Spring 2012 
Newsletter is now online. All 
structural engineers are en-
couraged to share their favor-
ite World’s Fair stories with 
Marga Rose Hancock at 
marga@margaink.com.  

 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium is published 
monthly from September through May and is avail-
able online at www.seaw.org.  

Articles, letters, and announcements are accepted 
by e-mail to seaw@seaw.org.  

Advertising rates (prepaid) Help Wanted/Job 
wanted, max 200 words, $65; Display ads: Quarter 
page, $115; Half Page, $150; Full Page $190. 10% 
discount for ads running two or more months. 
Deadline is the 20th of the month. Contact SEAW 
for an advertising order form.  

Except where noted, opinions expressed in this 
newsletter reflect those of the author and do not 
reflect or represent the position of SEAW. Portions 
of this newsletter may be reproduced provided 
credit is given. 

SEFW to host a Reunion and Recording Session Featuring 
“Engineering Marvels” from the 1962 Seattle World's Fair 

Directors: 
   J. Mark d’Amato 
   Edwin T. Huston 
   Jon D. Magnusson 
   Theodore E. Smith 
   John G. Tawresey   

SEFW Leadership 

Chair:  
   Howard Burton  
 

Vice Chairs: 
   Arnold B. Carson 
   David Peden  

Ph. 206.682.6026 
foundation@seaw.org 

PO Box 44 
Olympia, WA   98507 

https://sites.google.com/site/sehalloffame/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxzZWZvdW5kYXRpb253YXxneDo1ZjgzMjBjY2U4Y2M1NjBi
www.pressuregrout.com
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 YMF Corner 

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides 
networking and social opportunities to SEAW members 
35 and under, as well as new non-member engineers and 
students. All SEAW members are welcome to participate 
in YMF functions. 

Upcoming YMF Events 
 

May 8 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM  
 Elephant & Castle, Downtown Seattle 

June 12 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM  
 Pike Place Brewery, Downtown Seattle 

Social Representative: 
Anna Troeh 
atroeh@gmail.com 

Past Chair:  
Dan Yeager 
dyeager@dci-engineers.com 

YMF Leadership 

Outreach Representative: 
Eric Pope     pope.eric.w@gmail.com 

President:  
Natalie Low 
gnatann@gmail.com 

Vice President: 
Jennifer Ahlport 
Jahlport@degenkolb.com 

 Opportunities  

Structural Engineer 

DCI Engineers seeks qualified 
applicants for structural engi-
neering positions with 3+ years 
experience in industrial and 
structural steel design. Strong 
communication skills and the 
ability to work within a fast 
paced team environment are a 
must. DCI Engineers is an ener-
getic, dynamic, and highly moti-
vated group of professionals 
and provides great opportuni-
ties in career development and 
growth.  

Please email your cover letter 
and resume to resumes@dci-
engineers.com.  

Structural Engineer 

CT Engineering, Inc. is a small 
structural engineering firm in 
Seattle providing structural de-
sign for architecturally designed 
buildings ranging from single 
family to large mixed use pro-
jects.   
We are looking for a structural 
engineer with the following 
qualifications: 

• BS in Civil/Structural Engi-
neering 

• 5 to 10 years of experience in 
the structural design of build-
ings 

• Capable of working closely 
with architects, contractors, 
and building owner/
developers. 

• CAD skills a plus 

We have great working envi-
ronment, competitive salaries 
and benefits. 

Send resume to 
croberts@ctengineering.com 

Structural Staff Engineer 

Integrus Architecture is an ar-
chitectural/engineering firm 
committed to an integrated 
approach toward meaningful 
and lasting design. We are look-

One other task for the buildings 
that were further along in-
volved painting the exterior of 
the building. This may be an 
easy task when the house is 
one story, but with a three-story 
house painting becomes a little 
more difficult. About half of the 
exterior was accessible through 
scaffolding and upper story 
windows, and the other half 
needed multipoint harnesses to 
provide fall protection. One of  
the volunteers from SEAW, who 
stands close to 6’5”, was imme-

diately cho-
sen by the 
Habitat staff 
to help out 
with painting 
the underside 
of the eaves. 
Luckily he 
wasn’t afraid 
of heights.  

The last task 
that we 
helped out 
with was 
framing a 
few new 

walls in the buildings. Although 
it is hard work to hammer all 
the pieces together, it is difficult 
not to feel a sense of accom-
plishment when you put up a 
wall in a building.  

We will be putting together 
another volunteer Habitat Build 
Day next fall. If you are inter-
ested in hearing about this op-
portunity and are not currently 
on the YMF email list, please 
email SEAWYMF@gmail.com 
and we will make sure you hear 
about the next volunteer oppor-
tunity.  

-By Jennifer Ahlport 

On Saturday April 7, Albert 
Engel, Anna Troeh, Bryon Perry, 
Eric Pope, Jenny Ahlport, Jerry 
Lee, Justin Reeves, Krzysztof  
Zaleski, Mike Hough, and Nicole 
Nagao volunteered with Habi-
tat for Humanity for the day. In 
the past, we have helped out 
with the site at Rainier Vista. As 
that project is coming to a close, 
we decided to branch out. We 
volunteered at a new site, La 
Fortuna in Renton. There were 
two main 
stages of 
construc-
tion at the 
houses 
here—one 
set had 
the outer 
shell of 
the build-
ing com-
pleted and 
the other 
was still 
in need 
of walls.  

About half of the volunteers 
spent the morning and a good 
part of the afternoon spraying 
insulating foam in the attics. 
One of the group leaders with 
Habitat had spent some time 
studying yoga, and the skills 
were definitely needed to snake 
your way along the attic spaces 
to reach the corners that 
needed insulating, while avoid-
ing ducts and nails. The week 
after we volunteered, the build-
ings underwent air tightness 
and leakage testing, and passed 
with flying colors.  

From left: Jenny Ahlport, Anna Troeh, Jerry Lee, 
Justin Reeves, Bryon Perry, Albert Engel,  
Eric Pope, Krzysztof Zaleski, Mike Hough,  

Nicole Nagao  

ing for a structural staff engi-
neer to be part of the Seattle 
Integrus team.  

In support of the team the suc-
cessful candidate will meet the 
following requirements: 

• Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering with emphasis 
in structural engineering or 
Masters (preferred).   

• An EIT certification with 3 
years minimum experience 
working with building struc-
tures.  

• Computer proficiency re-
quired; familiar with engi-
neering software applica-
tions such as RAM, ETABS, 
and RISA 3D with REVIT 
Structural experience a plus. 

• Ability to meet deadlines and 
complete assignments. 

• Commitment to customer 
service and ability to work in 
a team-oriented environ-
ment. 

• Excellent written and verbal 
communication skills in Eng-
lish. 

The successful candidate will 
conduct structural analysis and 
design of steel, concrete, ma-
sonry and wood building struc-
tures using governing codes 
including construction admini-
stration under the direction of 
the Principal or Project Engi-
neer.   

 Integrus is a great place to 
work with opportunities for 
career development.  We are 
an Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer and offer competitive 
benefits. 

Please visit our website at 
www.integrusarch.com (learn 
more about us) to apply for this 
position.  

mailto:resumes@dci-engineers.com
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Wind Design Using the 
2009 IBC 
Saturday, June 16, 2012 

Washington State Conven-
tion Center, 800 Convention 
Place, Seattle 

Registration: 7:30 AM 

Seminar: 8:00 AM—3:15 PM 

Refreshments, Lunch and 
Presenters’ notes included. 

Recent trial designs of wind 
and seismic provisions have 
shown that practicing engi-
neers (young and old) have 
difficulty in correctly applying 
the wind provisions of ASCE 7-
05.  In fact the results indicated 
the engineers tend to err on 
the un-conservative side when 
determining wind loads. 

The SEAOC, SEAO and SEAW 
Wind Committees, in coopera-
tion with NCSEA, have devel-
oped a much faster, simpler 
method for wind design of 
typical buildings which has 
been published in the 2009 
IBC. Trial designs of this 
method indicate that it im-
proves accuracy and greatly 
reduces the time it takes to 
calculate the wind forces. 

This seminar will present the 
history of wind storms in West-
ern Washington and then pro-
vide an overview on the wind 
provisions in ASCE 7-05 and 
the 2009 IBC including the 
new All-Heights provisions.  
Detailed example problems will 
be shown.  The seminar will 
end with a presentation on 
recent observed high wind 
damage from recent Midwest 
Storms. 

Presenters/Topics: 

Michael A Wright, PE, SE:  
History of Wind Storms in West-
ern WA,  

Ed Huston, PE, SE:  ASCE 7-05, 
IBC 2009 Wind Provisions and 
examples,   

Don Scott, PE, SE: Perform-
ance of Structures in recent 
Midwest High Wind events.  
The seminar is intended for 
both recent graduates and 
experienced practicing engi-

neers and will qualify for 6 
hours of professional develop-
ment. 

Watch your email and the 
seaw website, 
www.seaw.org for full details 
and registration. 

 

 

Green Roof Professional 
(GRP) Training 
May 31st to June 3rd, 2012 

8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Location: 
Mirabella Seattle 
116 Fairview Ave. N 
Seattle, WA  98109 

Overview of Program: 

The Green Roof Professional 
(GRP) accreditation program is 
comprised of four full-day 
courses that offer participants 
from a diverse range of disci-
plines the knowledge and skills 
required to successfully design, 
budget, install and maintain 
green roofs. Green Roof Design 
101, Green Roof Design & In-
stallation 201, Green Roof Wa-
terproofing & Drainage 301 
and Green Roof Plants & Grow-
ing Media 401 are recom-
mended training for individuals 
preparing to write the GRP 
accreditation exam. Each 
course also includes a 100+ 
page course manual, and tours 
of local green roofs are being 
offered in conjunction with the 
event.  This program is ap-
proved for continuing educa-
tion credits through a number 
of professional associations 
including AIA, LA CES, GBCI 
and RCI. 

SEAW members can take ad-
vantage of a $25 discount on 
each course by using the dis-
count code 'SEAWmember25'. 
 For more information, 
and to register, see: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/vcq1tb 

  

  

 

WABO-SEAW Draft White 
Paper #7 Posted for Com-
ment 
The WABO-SEAW Liaison Com-
mittee has posted a draft of its 
White Paper 7-2011, “Seismic 
Design and Gravity Support 
Requirements for Nonstructural 
Components.”  This white pa-
per establishes recommenda-
tions and guidelines for build-
ing officials, design profession-
als, contractors, and building 
owners relating to seismic an-
chorage and support of 
“nonstructural (NS) compo-
nents” regulated by IBC Chap-
ter 16 and Chapter 13 of ASCE 
7-05. 

The draft may be viewed at 
http://www.seaw.org/
documents/WABO-
SEAW_WP_7.pdf . Please ad-
dress comments to Charlie 
Griffes, Char-
lie@ctengineering.com 

 

WASHINGTON EERI 
CHAPTER  
Attention Washington EERI 
Members and Earthquake Pro-
fessionals: 

The EERI Board of Directors is 
interested in starting a regional 
chapter in Washington. Wash-
ington has had a long history 
of being active in earthquake 

hazard mitigation activities. 
The Seattle fault earthquake 
scenario which was co-
sponsored by EERI is an exam-
ple of the Washington profes-
sional earthquake community 
getting together and making 
a great contribution to earth-
quake safety. The Board 
would like to see continued 
efforts in earthquake hazard 
mitigation in Washington and 
we feel that an EERI chapter 
would help facilitate those 
efforts. Creating a network 
and local organization of 
earthquake professionals pro-
vides opportunities to enact 
actions at the grass roots level. 
The recent occurrence of the 
Tohoku-Oki earthquake and 
tsunami attest to the urgency 
of addressing the earthquake 
problem in the Pacific North-
west. 

 Regional chapters have been 
recently started in Oregon 
and Utah and next year’s EERI 
annual meeting will be held in 
Seattle. The Board would like 
to see a Washington Chapter 
and the Oregon Chapter help 
in the organization of the 
annual meeting. 

 If you would be interested in 
helping form the Washington 
chapter please email Ivan 
Wong at  
Ivan.Wong@urs.com for more 
information. He plans to have 
a kickoff meeting in Seattle 
soon. 

 Meetings, Seminars and Announcements 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar: 
 

SEAW Seattle Chapter 
Spring Social  

and Awards Event 
 

Thursday, June 14, 2012 
Shilshole Bay Beach Club 

Don’t Miss It! 

www.seaw.org
http://www.seaw.org/documents/WABO-SEAW_WP_7.pdf
mailto:charlie@ctengineering.com
mailto:ivan.wong@urs.com
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Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs 

House/Program Cale Ash 
Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen 
Membership Cheryl Burwell 
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig 
Presentations/Awards Howard Burton 
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston 
Governance Howard Burton 
Committee Oversight Tom Corcoran 
YMF Natalie Low 
 

Scholarship Bill Mooseker 
Legislation open 
Education Mike Wright (interim)  
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Disaster Prep/Response  Joyce Lem 
Public Information Cale Ash 
Sustainability Adam Slivers 
Snow Load John Tate 
SEAW Historian     Don Northey  

 

Membership Postings 
In accordance with SEAW bylaws, membership applications   

are vetted by the Membership Committee, granted   
probationary status by the chapter board, and posted for  

membership comment. Membership is considered accepted  
30 days after posting if current year dues are paid and no  

member objections have been received.  

Applications 
 Nima Ala 

MS 2006, Sharif Institute of Technology 
Ph.D 2011, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Class: Associate 
 

Derry Evanger 
KPFF Consulting Engineers 

BS AE 2000, Milwaukee School of Engineering 
MS SE 2001, University of California, San Diego 

Licensed PE, Washington 
Class: Member PE 

 
Amethyst Hecker-Johnson 

Seattle University 
Class: Student  

  
 

Classification Changes 
James Hingtgen from Member PE to Member SE 

  

 

   
  
 

SEAW Calendar 

Statewide Committees & Chairs 
Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Engineering Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Scott Beard 
Existing Buildings Peter Somers 
Professional Practices John Tawresey 
Wind Engineering open 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 
Seattle Users of BIM Structural Irina Wong  

For Committee contact information, visit www.seaw.org and click the Committee page 

Membership 

Dues Invoiced in January 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAYING YOUR DUES ONLINE: 
1. Go to www.seaw.org and Log in to the member area (Default 

login name is your email address; password is your first name. 

2. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 

3. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar to see if 
there is an outstanding invoice.  

4. Select the invoice and Follow the prompts to pay your dues 
online using your VISA or Mastercard. 

5. When your payment has been made, you will receive an auto-
mated receipt by email. 

  
 MAY, 2012    
   
 Tuesday 8th  YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Elephant & Castle, Downtown Seattle  
 
 Tuesday 15th Seattle Chapter Board Meeting 
  
 Friday  18th State Board Meeting  
     
 Wednesday 22nd Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting  
   Executive Inn, Seattle 
 
 Thursday 31st Structural Engineers Foundation of WA 
   Engineering Marvels Recording Session 
   Details TBA 
  
 JUNE, 2012 
  
 Tuesday 12th YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Pike Place Brewery, Downtown Seattle 
  
 Thursday 14th Spring Social and Awards Event 
   Shilshole Bay Beach Club 
 
 Saturday 16th  SEAW Wind Seminar  
   Convention Center, Downtown Seattle 
                    
 Tuesday  26th Seattle Chapter Board Meeting  
   Noon Meeting 
  

 JULY, 2012 
 
 Thur-Sat 26-28 SEA Northwest Conference 
   Kah-Ne-Tah Resort, Warm Springs, OR 
 
 
 *******  Open Nominations for Lifetime Service 
   Award, deadline November 1 
 
 AUGUST, 2012 
 
 Tuesday 28th Summer Casual 
   Corinthian Yacht Club 
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