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Life Member/Spouse Meeting to 
Feature Awards, Entertainment 

Whew, it’s been a busy year, 
hasn’t it?  Judging by the 
number of help wanted ads 
that have run in the Equilib-
rium over the course of the 
past nine months, business 
continues at a sometimes 
alarming pace.  Meetings, 
deadlines, — when was the 
last time you were able to 
relax and enjoy a no-pressure 
evening with your colleagues, 
and enjoy a few laughs to 
boot?  Mm-hmm, just as we 
thought. Not in your recent 
memory, right? Well, the en-
tertainment for this year’s Life 
Member/Spouse meeting has 

Make plans now to attend the Life Member & Spouse 
meeting on Tuesday, May 23rd.  This is an opportunity 
to invite your spouse or other special guest to join us 
as we look back over the accomplishments of the past 
year. We’ll pay tribute to our Life Members, recognize 
the contributions of members, and present the annual 
Structural Engineer of the Year award. 

Meeting Information 
Date: Tuesday, May 23, 2006 

Place: College Club 
505 Madison Street, Seattle 

Time: 5:30—6:30 Social Hour 
6:30—7:30 Dinner 
7:45—9:00 Program 

Menu: Chicken Oscar with Crab, As-
paragus & Mushrooms, Spinach 
Salad, New York Cheesecake 

Cost: $40.00 with reservation 
$45.00 after deadline 
Students $20.00 
LIFE MEMBERS Free 

Reservation deadline: 5:00PM Thursday, 
May 18th 

Register Online at www.seaw.org 
(Prepayment is appreciated, but not required.) 

Reservation may also be made by email 
to seaw@seaw.org or by phoning 
206/682-6026 

 *No-shows will be charged full price* 

been designed to give our 
busy members and guests a 
break from the unrelenting 
demands of the workday 
world.  Seattle-based come-
dian Frank King will be on 
hand to provide just the 
diversion we need.  Frank 
was a quarter-finalist on Star 
Search...he lost to a pup-
pet.  He's also appeared on 
A&E's An Evening at the 
Improv, Showtime's Comedy 
Club Network, and CNN's 
Business Unusual.  In addi-
tion to telling jokes, he's 
been busy selling jokes.  He's 
written for Jay Leno, Joan 

Rivers, and Dennis Miller. 

Frank’s corporate comedy is 
clean, clever, and completely 
lacking in content.  He's got 
nothing to say, and you'll 
enjoy every minute of it.  If 
you want a message, check 
your voice mail.  If you want 
a laugh, come to the May 
meeting. Frank King’s the 
best thing to happen to af-
ter-dinner since dessert.  
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April 18th was the 100th anni-
versary of the 1906 San Fran-
cisco Earthquake.  The earth-
quake and the subsequent fire 
would be remembered as one 
of the worst natural disasters in 
the history of the U.S.  Our pro-
fessional predecessors and 
others have made great strides 
in the last 100 years in advanc-
ing building safety and earth-
quake awareness.  SEAW con-
tinues in this tradition.  

Congratulations to our new 
Chapter Board members: Shelly 
Clark, Vice-President; and Bob 
Morrison and Peter Somers as 
Directors.  Welcome also to our 
incoming President Ade Bright.  
To our outgoing Board mem-
bers Cary Kopczyinski and Alan 
Carr, a sincere thank you for 
your valuable contributions 
over the last two years. 

As Board members begin their 
rotations this is a good time to 
review the Chapter goals and 
challenges.  While many of 
these issues are part of a con-
tinuing evolving process, we 
can be proud of the following 
accomplishments: 

SEAW website www.seaw.org 
As most of you know we are in 
the process of building an elec-
tronic/website-based commu-
nication platform.  Welcome to 
the 21st century.  Members can 
now pay dues online as well as 

register and pay for dinner 
meetings, seminars, etc. via 
the website.  Members will be 
able check state, chapter, and 
committee activities and calen-
dars, and conduct committee 
activities via the website.   

Education 
This last year SEAW con-
ducted four successful semi-
nars:   “IBC ’03 Earthquake 
Requirements” in the summer, 
the “Cold Formed Steel Fram-
ing” in March, “ATC-20” in 
April, and the summer “SEAW 
Refresher Course.” The semi-
nar committees are to be con-
gratulated and thanked for 
their efforts to present these 
valuable seminars.  Special 
thanks to committee chairmen 
Mike Valley (Earthquake), Cary 
Kopczynski (Education), Dave 
Swanson (Emergency Prepar-
edness), and Chevy Chase 
(Refresher Course) for their 
outstanding efforts. 

Ade Bright, VP, managed to 
put together some very inter-
esting  mini-seminars, spon-
sors, and dinner meeting pres-
entations this year with the 
help of member presenters 
and sponsors.  Thank you to 
Ade and his colleagues for 
making this year’s meetings 
very interesting and enjoy-
able. 

Membership 
Membership continues to 
grow.  Retaining existing 
members, attracting new 
members, and expanding 
membership to structural en-
gineering students and affili-
ates continues to be a chapter 
goal. We have recruitment 
plans that we hope to imple-
ment this summer and fall. 

Finances 
Chapter finances continue to 
be in the black.  Unfortu-
nately, the switch from a tradi-
tional paper-based dues billing 
process to an electronic/web-
based one has delayed invoic-
ing your annual dues.  But 
never fear, invoices have now 
been e-mailed.  Prompt pay-
ment of your dues will help 
this Board member sleep eas-
ier. 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter Equi-
librium is printed monthly from 
September through May and is 
available online at 
www.seaw.org. Circulation by 
mail: approximately 550 copies. 
Articles, letters, and announce-
ments are accepted by e-mail to 
seaw@seaw.org.  
Advertising rates (prepaid, 
please): Help Wanted/Job 
wanted, $50 ; Display ads: Quar-
ter page, $90; Half Page, $120; 
Full Page $150;  inserts, pre-
printed 8 1/2 X 11 inch flat, 
$150. 10% discount for ads 
running two or more months. 
Deadline is the fourth Friday of 
the month. Contact SEAW for 
an Advertising Order Form.  
Except where noted, opinions 
expressed in this newsletter 
reflect those of the author and 
do not reflect or represent the 
position of SEAW. Portions of 
this newsletter may be repro-
duced provided credit is given. 

Committee Activities 
SEAW technical committees 
continue to be active partici-
pants in the code writing 
process.  Simplification, clarity, 
and usability of the building 
code remain important com-
ponents of the SEAW review 
process.  All the committees, 
technical or otherwise, are 
eager to receive new mem-
bers as either participat-
ing/voting members or as 
corresponding members.    
Committee activities are 
where the real work of the 
association gets done, and 
where a member can make 
the biggest difference be-
tween a strong profession or a 
weak one.  I know your in-
volvement will be worthwhile 
and rewarding, both person-
ally and professionally. 

As a result of the March Cold-
Formed Seminar, fifteen atten-
dees expressed an interest in  
forming a technical Cold-
Formed Steel committee.  
Voila! A new technical com-
mittee is coming together as 
the result of this common in-
terest.     

Legislative 
Prior to the 2006 ninety-day 
Legislative session, a draft of 
the Structural Engineering 
Practice Act was floated for 
comment to the membership.  
After consultation with Cliff 
Webster, AELC lobbyist, the 
introduction of the Act will be 
postponed to the ’07 session 
because of conflicting AELC 
priorities.  With the help of 
legislative sponsors it is hoped 
that ’07 will be the year of the 
Act’s passage.  The Legislative 
committee still needs more 
help and support.  Members 
with “political animal” instincts 
are needed to help advance 
the Practice Act and other  
issues of interest to the mem-
bership, such as mandatory 
continuing education. 

SEAW-WABO 
After a long hiatus, this com-
mittee has been reactivated 
under the leadership of Mark 
D’Amato, and has been work-
ing on producing a series of 
white papers on procedural 

and technical subjects to en-
hance the communication and 
collaborative effort between 
structural engineer designers 
and plan reviewers.  The white 
papers nearing completion 
include Guidelines for Plan 
Examiners,  Wet Stamping Re-
quirements, and Adoption of 
the SEAW Rapid Solution 
Method (RSM).  

Summer Fun 
Get your date book out and 
mark July 20th through the 
22nd to attend the SEA North-
west Conference at the Skama-
nia Lodge  along the Columbia 
River.  The Seattle Chapter will 
be sponsoring two presenta-
tions: Cary Kopczynski, Con-
crete Shear Wall over 250 feet; 
and Scott Douglas, Cold-
Formed Steel Framing.   

SEAW continues to be a distin-
guished professional organiza-
tion in Washington State and 
across the nation because of 
the hard-working efforts of 
many individuals, a few of  
whom have been mentioned 
here.  It has been my honor to 
be a part of it.  I look forward to 
supporting the new chapter 
leadership as Past President. 
Enjoy your summer, and see 
you next fall, if not at Skamania. 

-Peter Hart, Outgoing Presi-
dent, SEAW Seattle Chapter 

Peter Hart, PE, SE, outgoing 
Chapter President, is an Associ-
ate at CT Engineering in Seat-
tle, with over 25 years of 
structural engineering experi-
ence. Peter has been an ac-
tive member of SEAW since 
1983. 

FROM THE BOARD: Wrapping up Another Year for SEAW 
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Compton Union 
Building,  
Pullman WA 
Degenkolb Engi-
neers provided a 
seismic evaluation 
and is currently de-
signing the remodel 
of this 240,000-
square-foot student 
union building on 
the Washington 
State University cam-

pus.  The renovation will provide more flexible space for changing demands of the 
university population.  A unique part of the project is the construction of an 80-foot-
high elevator tower and 100-foot-long footbridge connecting the Union Building 
with Martin Football Stadium.  

 

 PROJECTS 

Company Spotlight: 

Degenkolb Engineers 

Olympic Medical  
Center, Sequim, WA 

Degenkolb Engineers de-
signed an 8,000-square-
foot expansion and 
46,000-square-foot new 
building addition. The 
new building provides 
chemotherapy treatments 
in addition to the radiation 
therapy already available 
at the facility.  In order to 

remain true to the client’s patient-centered philosophy, Degenkolb worked closely 
with the architect and owner. The resulting architectural layout consisted of 5 major 
floor elevations within the 3-story building.  This multitude of levels created a chal-
lenge to the design of the lateral-force-resisting system.  

Rendering Courtesy of Collins-Woerman Architects.  

Image courtesy of Barnett Schorr Architects  

Degenkolb Engineers  
720 Third Avenue Suite 1420  

Seattle, WA   98104 
Ph. 206.262.9240 
Fx: 206.262.9346 

www.degenkolb.com  

Architecture Hall,  
Seattle WA  
Working with Thomas Hacker 
Architects, Degenkolb Engi-
neers is providing design ser-
vices for the renovation and 
seismic upgrade of historic 
Architecture Hall on the Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle 
campus. Constructed in 1908, 
Architecture Hall is the only 
remaining significant structure 
from the Alaska-Yukon Pacific 
Exposition. A challenging as-
pect of the project was design-
ing the seismic strengthening 
of this unreinforced masonry 
building – listed on the state’s historic register – without altering its exterior appear-
ance.  The building is approximately 47,500 square feet.  

Photo courtesy of Thomas Hacker Architects. 

Degenkolb Engineers is an employee-owned 
company with a staff that has grown steadily 
to over 120 people. Founded in 1940, the firm 
provides a wide spectrum of structural engi-
neering services to architects, Fortune 500 
companies and other corporations, healthcare 
institutions, major universities, school districts, 
historic building owners, and government 
entities.  

Staying true to the Henry Degenkolb legacy of 
improved seismic safety, the firm has piloted 
new routes to protecting communities.  This 
includes advancing, developing, and writing 
seismic standards and building codes; re-
searching and analyzing how building frames, 
materials, and systems respond to earthquakes; 
and employing the most advanced technolo-
gies available for protecting existing buildings.  
Recently, Degenkolb Engineers have been 
actively involved in the development of na-
tional seismic standards such as AISC 341, 
ASCE 31, and FEMA 356, as well as advocating 
for continued funding of the federal NEHRP 
program. 

Led by Principal and Group Director Stacy Bar-
toletti, the Pacific Northwest offices of Seattle, 
Washington, and Portland, Oregon, have de-
veloped particular expertise in the higher edu-
cation, healthcare, and technology sectors.  On 
the boards for the Seattle office include the 
historic renovation of the Jefferson County 
Courthouse clock tower and the seismic up-
grade of a technology sector client’s facilities. 

National engineering organizations such as 
ACEC, AISC, EERI, and ATC have all recently 
recognized Degenkolb Engineers’ principals 
with awards for excellence in the field.   Our 
engineers are recognized experts in steel and 
concrete design as well as historic preservation 
and rehabilitation. 

The firm has been an active member and sup-
porter of the Structural Engineers Association 
and the Earthquake Engineering Research 
Institute for several decades.  SEAW members 
include Stacy Bartoletti, David Gonzalez, Cale 
Ash, and Chad Taylor.  Stacy Bartoletti was a 
team member for the Seattle Fault Earthquake 
Scenario project, co-authoring the June 2005 
report “Scenario for a Magnitude 6.7 Earth-
quake on the Seattle Fault.” 

Headquartered in San Francisco, California, 
Degenkolb Engineers maintains six offices on 
the West Coast.  Locations include Oakland, 
Los Angeles, and San Diego, California, as well 
as Portland, Oregon, and Seattle, Washington. 

Chad Green, P.E., SEAW Member since 2002, is 
our Company Spotlight Coordinator. If you would 
like to see your company in the spotlight, e-mail  
him at chad.green@kpff.com. 
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Meet Your New Board 

The results of the 2006 Seattle Chapter election were an-
nounced at the April 19th dinner meeting, and our new Board 
will be installed at the May 23rd Life Member/Spouse meeting. 
The 2006-2007 directors will be Ade Bright, President; Shelley 
Clark, Vice President;  and Robert Morrison and Peter Somers, 
2006-2008 Directors.  Continuing members include Scott Doug-
las and Andrew McGlenn, 2005-2007 Directors; with Ted Smith, 
Treasurer, and Peter Hart, Past President. Congratulations to the 
successful candidates, and best wishes in the coming year. 

ADE BRIGHT, President, is the Foun-
der and President of Bright Engineer-
ing, Inc., a structural engineering con-
sulting service established in 1997.  
With over 29 years of structural engi-
neering experience, Ade has worked 
on a number of major international 
and local infrastructure projects includ-
ing I-90 Bridge, Downtown Seattle 
Transit Tunnel, Sound Transit Com-
muter and Light Rail Stations, Qwest 
Stadium, Brightwater Regional Waste-
water Treatment Facility, and Denny 
Way CSO Mercer Street & South Lake 

Union Tunnels. Ade attended the University of Washington and 
received his BSCE in 1976 and his MSCE (Structures) in 1977.  He 
holds Civil and Structural Professional Registrations in Washing-
ton, Oregon, Colorado, and Hawaii. A member of SEAW since 
1983, Ade is currently serving on the Board as VP.  He also 
serves on the ACEC Board and on the City of Federal Way Parks 
and Recreation Commission. 

SHELLEY CLARK, Vice President, is a Princi-
pal and 22-year employee at Magnusson 
Klemencic Associates, a 140-person struc-
tural and civil engineering firm with pro-
jects in 46 states and 40 countries.   She 
leads MKA's Retail Group, designing full-
scale malls, urban entertainment and 
mixed-use facilities, and lifestyle centers.  
Shelley earned her BSCE and MSCE from 
the University of Washington and, as a 
rare Pacific Northwest native, carries a 
true commitment to this area.  

Shelley is an active member of SEAW and serves on the Code 
Advisory Committee.  She was also on the Board of Directors 
from 1993 to 1995.  Other professional affiliations include the 
International Council of Shopping Centers, the Urban Land Insti-
tute, Commercial Real Estate Women – Northwest, and the 
Southern Building Code Congress International.  She frequently 
reaches out as a national presenter and guest lecturer, including 
the UW’s Civil Engineering Graduate Program. 

ROBERT MORRISON, Director, is the 
owner of R.L. Morrison Engineering 
Co. in Poulsbo.  Bob began his career 
in 1971 as a Designer/Draftsman for 
Lecair/Rayburn and Company.  He was 
promoted to the position of Structural 
Engineer for that same firm in 1980.  In 
1985 he joined the firm of Lee John-
son Consultants as a Project Manager.  
In August of 1990 Bob opened his 
own firm, R.L. Morrison Engineering 
Co., and has been primarily a solo prac-
titioner since the firm's inception.   Bob has thirty-five years of 
experience in a wide range of projects including heavy industrial 
and waterfront structures, warehouse and commercial struc-
tures, food processing plants, site utilities and drainage, public 
parks, and hundreds of light frame wood structures.  At last 
count, Bob has been involved with over 1500 projects in his 
career.  His duties have included structural engineering design, 
civil engineering design, project management, construction pe-
riod review, and drafting.  A very public project you might rec-
ognize is the Fremont Rocket. 

PETER SOMERS, Director, is a Senior As-
sociate with Magnusson Klemencic Asso-
ciates in Seattle, where he specializes in 
renovation and seismic rehabilitation of 
existing buildings.  Peter is currently man-
aging several major renovation projects 
in Seattle and one in Honolulu. After 
receiving his BS in Science and Technol-
ogy Studies and his MSCE from Stanford 
University, Peter worked in San Francisco 
prior to joining MKA in 1999.  With 12 
years of professional experience, Peter is 
a registered civil and structural engineer 

in Washington State.   

Peter has been an active member of the SEAW Earthquake Engi-
neering Committee and is currently the chairman of its Existing 
Building Task Group.  He was a presenter in two recent SEAW 
seminars, covering the 2003 IBC and seismic evaluation and 
rehabilitation.  In addition to SEAW, his professional involvement 
includes the NSCEA Existing Building Committee, the ASCE Re-
habilitation Standards Committee, and EERI.  
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Continued on page 6 

Meeting, Seminar Recaps  

By Karen Damianick 

Michelle Wilson, Program Coor-
dinator of the Education and 
Product Development Depart-
ment at the Portland Cement 
Association, (PCA), was the 
guest speaker at the joint Seat-
tle/Southwest Chapter Dinner 
meeting on April 18th.  Wilson, 
a big fan of concrete, believes 
very strongly that most prob-
lems associated with concrete, 
whether it be surface delami-
nation, honeycombing, or 
spalling is due in large part to 
bad concrete specifications.  
She is responsible for the devel-
opment, content, and training 
of PCA’s education and train-
ing programs and technical 
products covering the entire 
spectrum of concrete technol-
ogy and cement manufactur-
ing.  A common thread 
throughout the entire presen-
tation was that when concrete 
is specified, it should be per-
formance-based, not prescrip-
tive.  “As designers, we need to 
take into account what we 
would like the concrete to do 
and then let the mix designers 
achieve that in the best way 
that they know how, as op-
posed to tying their hands by 

Photos and Story By Scott Adan 

Marking the centennial of the 
1906 San Francisco earth-
quake, more than 2,000 pro-
fessionals engaged in emer-
gency management, earth 
science, engineering, risk man-
agement, and business conti-
nuity from around the world 
met in San Francisco for the 
100th Anniversary Earthquake 
Conference the week of April 
17- 21. The event included 
more than 100 sessions and 
tutorials covering issues critical 
to earth scientists, building 
owners, emergency respond-
ers, earthquake engineers, 
policy makers, and disaster 
mitigation professionals. 

“I’m thrilled to participate in 
the 1906 Earthquake Confer-
ence, which celebrates our 
advancements in earthquake 
preparedness but also ques-

tions how we can be even 
better equipped,” said Chris 
Poland, chairman of the 
conference and past presi-
dent of the Earthquake Engi-
neering Research Institute 
(EERI). The conference was 
sponsored by EERI, the Seis-
mological Society of America 
(SSA), and the California 
Governor’s Office of Emer-
gency Services (OES). 

The conference commemo-
rated the colossal 1906 
quake that rocked San Fran-
cisco with the strength of 
thousands of nuclear 
bombs. Within seconds, a 
300-mile-long gash ripped 
through the Earth's crust at 
about 8,000 mph. In some 
places, the land on one side 
of the fault lurched more 
than 20 feet past the other 
side. 

The violent 
shaking 
lasted a 
full minute 
-- long 
enough to 
bring San 
Francisco 
to its 
knees. 
Buildings 
collapsed, streets buckled, 
water mains broke, and gas 
lines were severed, and then 
the fires started. 

For three days the fires raged, 
devouring more than 500 
blocks of the city that had 
become the economic center 
of the western United States. 
When the infernos finally 
were sated, about 3,000 peo-
ple had died. More than 
28,000 buildings had been 
destroyed and about half of 

the city's residents were 
homeless. 

A report prepared for the con-
ference, estimates that if a 
repeat of the 1906 earthquake 
were to happen today, it 
would kill as many as 3,400 
people and damage 90,000 
buildings to the tune of $120 
billion. The total cost to the 
Bay Area economy could 
reach $200 billion. 

calling out a prescriptive mix 
design,” said Wilson. 

“One thing that designers 
don’t often take into account 
is the properties of not only 
hardened concrete, but fresh 
concrete as well,” said Wilson.  
“If the fresh concrete doesn’t 
meet the needs of where it is 
being placed, problems can 
easily occur.  And by being 
prescriptive with mix design, 
designers can affect fresh con-
crete as well as hardened con-
crete,” added Wilson.  An ex-
ample of this is when a water-
to-cement ratio and strength 
are specified.  Instead, Wilson 
suggested that a maximum 
water-to-cement ratio and 
minimum strength be speci-
fied.  This way, the concrete 
supplier can be more innova-
tive with the mix design.  
“Required slump should be 
based on the method of place-
ment and placement condi-
tions and not as an indication 
of concrete quality,” said Wil-
son.  “Slump should be used 
as a test for consistency be-
tween concrete batches, not 
as a measure of overall quality 
of concrete,” added Wilson. 

The one thing that structural 
engineers care about most in 
concrete design is strength.  
However, that is one of the 
easiest things to achieve.  
Thus, when specifying con-
crete, engineers should also 
take into account durability, 
permeability and watertight-
ness, crack control, and aes-
thetics.  There are perform-
ance-based specifications for 
all of these properties except 
maybe aesthetics.  These in-
clude air void spacing, durabil-
ity factor, permeability, shrink-
age tolerance, and sulfate 
testing.  Performance-based 
specifications should require 
enough “hoops” to jump 
through to achieve the re-
quired performance for service 
conditions, rather than bind-
ing the contractor’s hands 
with prescriptive mix require-
ments. 

In conclusion, Wilson men-
tioned that additional informa-
tion on concrete specifications 
can be found on the PCA 
website, www.cement.org.  
The website also has profes-
sionals available for consulta-
tion on a variety of concrete-

related topics and construc-
tion types.   

Ms. Wilson holds a B.S. in Ar-
chitectural Engineering from 
Milwaukee School of Engi-
neering.  Prior to joining PCA 
in 1999, she worked for Con-
struction Technology Labora-
tories, PCA’s sole subsidiary, 
specializing in concrete 
evaluation and troubleshoot-
ing, and previous to this she 
worked as a field inspector 
performing quality control for 
STS Consultants, Ltd. in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin.  She is a 
member of ASTM Committee 
C09 Concrete and Concrete 
Aggregates, and ACI Interna-
tional Committees 201 Dura-
bility, 311 Inspection of Con-
crete, and 301 Specifications 
for Concrete. 

Karen Damianick is a struc-
tural engineer with KLD Engi-
neering in Seattle, WA.  A 
SEAW professional associate 
member for three years, she  
currently serves on the News-
letter Committee.  Karen may 
be contacted at kdamian-
ick@gmail.com  

April Joint Meeting – Everything You Need to Know About Concrete Mix Design and Specifications 

Exhibitors’ Hall at the Conference 

Earthquake Professionals Worldwide Converge on San Francisco 
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News of Note 

Earthquake Conference, continued from page 5  

gathering and reminisced 
fondly on her nine years as San 
Francisco mayor, when she 
was always within a few feet 
of an emergency radio -- just in 
case.  “Looking at the tremen-
dous seismic risk in our state 
and our experience in the re-
cent and distant past, the les-
son before us today is that we 

cated to the Sce-
nario for a M6.7 
Earthquake on the 
Seattle Fault.  Addi-
tionally, SEAW 
members gave pres-
entations on topics 
ranging from build-
ing performance 
and seismic retrofit 
to developments in 
seismic design.  In 
the convention hall, 
exhibitors arranged 
their earthquake related 
wares: broadband seismome-
ters, programmable "shake 
tables," U.S. Geological Survey 
coffee mugs, and bolted 
bracket connections to name 
a few. 

On Wednesday, Dianne Fein-
stein, the Democratic senator 
from California, addressed the 

The conference scheduled 
more than 40 technical ses-
sions highlighting the latest 
advances in science, engineer-
ing, and emergency manage-
ment and tutorials developed 
specifically for teachers and 
the business community. 
There were 25 special field 
trips that brought home the 
realities and science of earth-
quakes. Joint plenary sessions 
included a centennial perspec-
tive on what happened in the 
1906 earthquake and what 
was learned from it, earth-
quake scenarios, and visions 
for continued progress. 

Members and affiliates of the 
Structural Engineers Associa-
tion of Washington (SEAW) 
were well-represented at the 
conference.  An entire session 
of the conference was dedi-

Fly Ash Shortage 
From the Washington Aggre-
gates & Concrete Association 

The Pacific Northwest is cur-
rently experiencing a signifi-
cant shortage in supplemental 
cementitous materials, specifi-
cally Class F Fly ash from Cen-
tralia, and Slag Cement. 

This shortage comes at time 
when our regional construc-
tion economy is white hot and 
material supply issues are be-
coming more evident across 
the country.  Typically, our 
regional industry uses approx. 
20 – 25% fly ash replacements 
but with the increasing de-
mands of sustainable con-
struction (up to 40% replace-
ment or more), these construc-
tion factors are increasing 
demand when supply is al-
ready constrained.  It is impor-
tant for us to relate why we 
are experiencing this shortage 
and how our ready mix indus-
try is responding to the chal-
lenges.   

The Centralia power plant will 
be in shut down through 
June 2006 and possibly into 
July 2006.  This caught our 
major Fly ash supplier; Head-

waters Resources with little 
notice to build up inventory.  
This shut down is due in part 
to our wet November and 
December and our above 
average snow pack.  Current 
electrical and power needs 
are being handled more than 
adequately by hydroelectric 
power, even with 3 other 
western region power plants 
currently off line.  This lack of 
supply has put our ready mix 
industry in strict allocation 
with no excess inventory to 
spare.  Accordingly, the short-
age of fly ash will drain other 
sources of slag cements and 
related products. 

Other resources have been 
evaluated but are difficult to 
bring to Washington as there 
is a severe shortage of rail cars 
and engines.  Delivery is diffi-
cult to predict and unreliable 
and there is not enough 
equipment to move the neces-
sary rail cars to import sources 
from outside the region. 

So now what? 

If you are in design phase or 
are preparing to go into con-
struction phase, we highly 
recommend you communi-
cate anticipated needs to your 

local ready mix concrete sales 
or Quality Control representa-
tives.  They will be able to 
keep you updated on how 
allocations are working for 
them and what alternative 
mix designs are available.  
Please keep this in mind when 
you are requesting initial mix 
design submittals. 

 If you are currently under 
construction, our Ready mix 
company members are work-
ing extremely hard to deliver 
supplemental cementitious 
materials to the projects that 
require it.  This is true for 
WSDOT specific mix designs, 
specialty mixes, and other 
performance orientated mix 
designs.   

This does provide our collec-
tive industry with an opportu-
nity to implement new ap-
proaches to mix design sub-
mittals and available material 
technologies.  At the March 
2006 joint ACI / SEAW meet-
ing, Lionel LeMay; Senior Di-
rector of Applied Engineering 
for the National Ready Mix 
Concrete Association 
(NRMCA) presented a pro-
gram on Prescription to Per-
formance, stating,   
“Performance based specifica-

tions shift the emphasis from 
prescribing ingredients and 
their proportions to an em-
phasis on the performance 
properties of the combined 
materials.” 

Our sales and quality as-
surance talent in the Pa-
cific Northwest is some of 
the best in the country.  
I would encourage you to 
communicate your concrete 
product needs and concerns 
with our Ready Mix members .  
Each company has a strategy 
on how best to deliver their 
products as completely as they 
can, but they will have limita-
tions.    

Your patience is appreci-
ated, your innovation 
welcome! 

Bruce Chattin  
Executive Director, 
Washington Aggregates & 
Concrete Association 
22223 7th Ave S 
Des Moines WA 98198 
P: (206) 878-1622 
F: (206) 878-6282 fax 

bchattin@washingtoncon-
crete.org 

www.washingtonconcrete.org 

must prepare and we 
must prepare now,” 
Senator Feinstein 
said.  “I would like to 
thank the scientists, 
engineers, emer-
gency managers, first 
responders, city plan-
ners, and elected 
officials here today 
for sharing your ex-
pertise and experi-
ence in protecting 
our homes and com-
munities,” added 
Feinstein. 

Scott Adan is a structural engi-
neer with KPFF Consulting 
Engineers in Seattle ,WA.  He 
is a Professional Associate 
member and is the Editor of 
the Equilibrium.  He also is a 
member of the Earthquake 
Engineering Committee.  Scott 
can be contacted at 
scott.adan@kpff.com.  

Attendees experience ground motions aboard an  
earthquake simulator. 
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Meetings, Seminars 

technical specialists, owner’s 
representatives, and construc-
tion professionals.  Topics will 
include subsurface characteriza-
tion techniques, staged con-
struction methods, types of in-
strumentation, and options for 
soft ground improvement.  De-
tailed case studies will be pre-
sented to illustrate these con-
cepts, including a history of the 
failures on the Great Salt Lake 
Causeway in Utah.  To receive 
more information or to obtain a 
registration form, please either 
v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.seattlegeotech.org, send 
an email to Michael Harney at 
harney@u.washington.edu, or 
write to the “ASCE Seattle 23rd 

Annual Spring Seminar c/o 
Shannon & Wilson, Inc., 400 N 
34th Street, Suite 100, Seattle, 
WA 98103”. 

ASCE Seattle Geotech 
Group offers One-Day 
Soft Ground Engineering  
The Geotechnical Group of the 
ASCE Seattle Section is pleased 
to announce its 23rd Annual 
Spring Seminar titled “Soft 
Ground Engineering” to be held 
at the University of Washington 
campus from 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm on Saturday, May 20, 2006. 
The keynote speaker, Dr. Don 
DeGroot (Professor of Engineer-
ing at the University of Massa-
chusetts-Amherst) will be joined 
by Dr. Demetrious Koutsoftas 
(the 2004 Ralph Peck Lecturer) 
and other local, national, and 
international soft ground engi-
neering experts.  The seminar 
will be of interest to current 
students, recent graduates, geo-

Hosted by   
SEA of Oregon 

Access Registration Materials 
on the SEAW Website 
www.seaw.org 
 



SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium Page 8 May 2006 

 

tom structures in some of the 
most glamorous places in the 
world– we excel at creative engi-
neering and we design sustain-
ability into projects by helping 
our clients make "green" choices.   
Join a team where you can make 
a difference everyday.  
Be sure to visit our web page 
www.kpff.com to see the pro-
jects you could be working on! 
Among benefits offered are a 
Regence Blue Shield Preferred 
Provider medical plan for you 
and your family, 401K, profit 
sharing, a subsidized annual bus 
pass, vacation, paid holidays and 
sick leave. 
Interested? Send your cover let-
ter and resume to:  KPFF Consult-
ing Engineers, 1601 5th Avenue, 
Suite 1600, Seattle, WA 98101; 
hrseattle@kpff.com  

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 

$4,797 – 6,053 Per Month + 
Generous Benefits Package 
(Go to our website for details – 
www.co.clackamas.or.us) 
Clackamas County’s Building 
Codes Division, has an opening 
for a Structural or Civil Engineer 
to provide professional engineer-
ing expertise in the review and 
comment on plans for building 

Opportunities 

Continued on page 9 

very progressive benefits pack-
age with a fun, flexible and in-
formal office culture. Email re-
s u m e  t o  b b r e -
sko@swensonsayfaget.com or 
fax attention Blaze Bresko at 
206 443-4870. No phone calls 
please. 

KPFF 

Structural Engineers & Auto-
CAD Technicians 
 Looking for a great company to 
work with?  Come work for the 
best.   One of the largest and 
most diverse national Structural 
& Civil Engineering firms, KPFF 
Consulting Engineers currently 
has opportunities for Structural 
Engineers, from recent grads to 
Project Managers, and Auto-
CAD Technicians experienced in 
AutoCAD, LDT, Microstation V8 
+J  + Triforma, Rhino, Revit.   
We have been in business since 
1960.   We have an excellent 
reputation, a wonderful team 
and a flexible working environ-
ment.  We believe in encourag-
ing personal and professional 
growth, and we work hard at 
providing a solid structure with 
minimal organizational restric-
tions.   
We have great clients with great 
projects from downtown high-
rise buildings to high-end cus-

Structural Engineers 

        
Seattle Structural PS Inc is a 
growing firm with a bright, sea-
soned engineering staff. Among 
what we consider to be our 
strengths are our emphasis on 
client service, the diversity and 
complexity of projects and the 
collaborative interaction of our 
10 professional staff. We are 
looking for engineer candidates 
with 8+ years of experience that 
can share in our vision of client-
minded interest and hard work-
ing enthusiasm. Located in 
downtown Seattle with oppor-
tunities to work on both domes-
tic and international projects 
(Asian languages are a plus) we 
could be just the kind of change 
that you’re looking for. 
Send resumes to: Pete Pawlak, 
PE, 1411 4th Ave Suite 760, Seat-
tle, WA 98101. 206-343-3000 
phone; 206-343-3013 fax 
PPawlak@SeattleStructural.com 

Structural Engineers 

Are you interested in exciting 
projects that challenge your 
ability? Rapid growth potential? 

Exceptional compensation? 
Look no further. 
Cary Kopczynski & Company 
(CKC) has immediate career 
openings for experienced, moti-
vated structural engineers and 
project managers. Exceptional 
compensation is available for 
qualified individuals. CKC also 
offers a comprehensive benefit 
package. Benefits include an 
Incentive Compensation Plan, 
401k Plan, and medical, dental, 
optical and disability. Visit us at 
www.CKCPS.com 
Contact Melissa Shelton; melis-
sas@ckcps.com; Cary Kopczynski 
& Company 10500 N.E. 8th 

Street; Suite 800, Bellevue, WA 
98004 Phone: 425/455-2144, 
Fax: 425/455-2091 

Staff Engineers 

 
Structural Engineering design 
firm seeks outstanding individu-
als to fill immediate openings for 
Staff Engineers in both our Seat-
tle and Tacoma offices. All ex-
perience levels considered and 
encouraged. We're a mid-size 
dynamic company recognized 
for our team work, creativity 
and innovation. We combine a 
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Opportunities, Cont’d 

projects and mechanical sys-
tems of all sizes and types. Re-
quires State of Oregon registra-
tion as a professional Structural 
or Civil Engineer. Other require-
ments apply. See announce-
ment for details. Applicants 
must possess valid driver’s li-
cense and have good driving 
record. 
COUNTY EMPLOYMENT APPLI-
C A T I O N  R E Q U I R E D .   
Apply on-line via website:  
www.co.clackamas.or.us, click 
on “jobs” or complete applica-
tion on-line at Clackamas 
County Personnel, Public Ser-
vices Building, 2051 Kaen Road, 
3rd Floor, Oregon City, OR 
97045, 503.655.8459.  Closing 
date: Open until Filled. EEO 
Employer  

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DMJM Harris, an AECOM Company recognized in the ENR 2004 
as the #1 Transportation Engineering Firm in the US, has immediate 
openings for Entry/Mid/Senior Level Civil Engineers for the follow-
ing offices: Washington-Seattle and California Offices - Los Ange-
les, Orange, Ontario, Sacramento and Oakland. 
 

Civil Engineers 
Structural Engineers 
Drainage Engineers 
Project Managers 

 
DMJM Harris offers an excellent salary and benefits package in-
cluding - 401(k), Stock Purchase Program, Health, Life, Dental, 
Tuition Reimbursement, Career Advancement Opportunities, Sav-
ings Plans, Referral Bonuses and more. This is an excellent oppor-
tunity to advance your career through involvement in a variety of 
assignments on a wide array of challenging and rewarding high-
profile projects 
 

DMJM Harris is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 

Please forward resumes to our Corporate Recruiter: 
Pam.hoebener@dmjmharris.com 

 Visit our website at www.dmjmharris.com 

Sponsor a new 
SEAW Member  

TODAY!  

Membership  
applications are 
available online 

at  
www.seaw.org 

HELP WANTED ADS are accepted up to the fourth Friday 
preceding the publication month.  The cost is $50 per inser-
tion pre-paid, with a 10% discount for ads running two or 
more consecutive months. Ad copy should be submitted by 
e-mail. Please request an advertising order form by emailing 
seaw@seaw.org. 

Help wanted ads placed in the newsletter will also show on 
the SEAW online job board for the duration of the newslet-
ter placement. Newsletter ad space must be purchased in 
order to post online. 
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H. David Jeter 
HDJ Engineering 

University of Washington 
June 1971 Chico State College 

Licensed SE, Washington 
Class: MEMBER 

PRESORTED 
FIRST CLASS 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
SEATTLE, WA 
PERMIT #5506 

Committees & Chairs  

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION  
of WASHINGTON • Seattle Chapter 
PO Box 44 • Olympia WA 98507 •206/682-6026 • www.seaw.org 

House/Program Ade Bright 
Code Advisory John Tawresey 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 
Refresher Course C. Chevy Chase 
Scholarship Bill Mooseker 

Earthquake Eng Mike Valley 
Legislation Robert Bourdages 
Wind Engineering Don Scott 
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Newsletter Scott Adan 

Presentations/Awards Brian Glover 
Professional Practices Bob Morrison 
Emergency Prep Dave Swanson 
Public Information Steve Arnold 
Building Committee Philip Brazil
  

 Membership 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP  SEAW & Related Organizations’ Events 
 

May 19 SEAW State Board of Trustees Meeting—12:00 noon, 
College Club of Seattle 

May 20 Building Engineering Committee Meeting 
Philip Brazil, chair 425/741-3800, pbrazil@reidmidd.com 

May 20 ASCE Geotech Group: Soft Ground Engineering Seminar. 
www.seattlegeotech.org 

May 23 Annual SEAW Life Member & Spouse meeting 

May 27 YMF Meeting: for info contact Mark Pierepiekarz at 
425/430-0500, mrp@mrpengineering.com or Andrew 
McGlenn, 206/682-0081, mcglenn@jacobssf.com 

June 27 Seattle Chapter Board Meeting, noon, College Club 

July 20-23 SEA Northwest Conference: Skamania Lodge, Stevenson 
WA.  Save the dates and plan to attend! 

 Calendar 

Carl Kloos 
PCS Structural Solutions 

BS ‘03, Colorado State University 
MS ‘05, Stanford University 

Class: Associate 

Have a great 

SUMMER! 


