
 

EQUILIBRIUM 

 

March 2016 
Newsletter of the Seattle Chapter 

Structural Engineers Association of Washington 

In This Issue 
1. March Program 
2. From the Board 
3. February Meeting 

Recap 
4. Save the Date - April 

Program 
5. YMF Corner 
6. Employment 

Opportunities 
7. Membership 

Applications 
8. Calendar 
9. Pay Your Dues 

 
Chapter Leadership 
 
President 
Theodore E. Smith 

 
Vice President 
Cary Kopczynski 
 
Treasurer 
Theodore E. Smith 
 
Secretary 
Michael Bramhall 
 
Past President 
Tom Corcoran 

  

March Program: What Seismic Steel Design Is All About 

Joint Meeting of SEAW Seattle and Southwest Chapters, and ASCE Seattle Section 
 
Tuesday, March 15, 2016 
5:30 - 9:00 PM 
Galliano's Cucina 
16435 Military Rd S 
SeaTac, WA 98188 
Price:  
SEAW Members: $30 
Non-Members: $40 
Students: $15 
Registration and prepayment required. 

 
Significant revisions and additions of design requirements including new lateral load-resisting systems have 
been introduced to the AISC Seismic Provisions since it was first published in 1990. While the design 
requirements stipulated in these Provisions have seemingly become more complex and overwhelming over the 
years, the basic seismic design philosophy remains the same. A historical perspective of the code 
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development, including the challenges faced and the strategies developed, leading to modern seismic design 
provisions is presented. Examples from laboratory testing are provided to demonstrate some key issues. This 
presentation also aims to demystify the intrinsic and yet significant relationship between the AISC Seismic 
Provisions and the R-factor seismic design procedure in ASCE 7, and show how they work together to provide 
well-designed steel building structures. 

Speaker: 

Chia-Ming Uang is a Professor in the Department of Structural Engineering at the University of 
California, San Diego (UCSD). He received a B.S. in civil engineering from National Taiwan University, and 
M.S. and Ph.D. in structural engineering at the University of California, Berkeley. He is a member of the 
American Institute of Steel Construction, the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Earthquake Engineering 
Research Institute, the American Welding Society, and the Structural Engineers Association of 
California. Professor Uang's research is in the seismic design, rehabilitation, and testing of large-scale steel 
structures, including buildings and bridges. Uang received the T.R. Higgins Lectureship Award in 2015 and a 
Special Achievement Award in 2007 for his contributions in research and service to the steel industry.  

Schedule: 
5:30  PM - Social Hour 
6:30  PM - Dinner 
7:00  PM - Program 
8:30  PM - Informal Q&A  

Register Now! 
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From the Board: 
 

by Adam Slivers 
We're nearing the end of the first quarter of 2016 and as the daylight gets longer 
we start to think New Year's Day was so far away. But one important thing 
happened at the beginning of the year that needs a reminder: SEAW dues 
invoices were sent out and they were due 30 days after receipt. 

Much like the cycle of invoices that likely leave your office every month, our 
annual dues keep the SEAW afloat. The goal of our association is to provide a 
forum for structural engineering issues, provide continuing education 
opportunities, participate in code development other legislation, and enhance 
public safety. SEAW is an investment for all of our businesses and individual 
professional careers. The money our association takes in increases our combined 
professional wellbeing more than if that money was spent individually. Read more. 

 

Employment Opportunities 

 
Structural Engineer - Fossatti Pawlak Structural Engineers 
 
Structural Design Engineer - Crux Engineering Group/Crux Subsurface 
Read more. 

April Dinner Meeting - Save 
the Date! 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016  
Topic: Bayonne Bridge 
Speaker: Chester Werts 
Hotel Monaco, 1101 Fourth Avenue, Seattle 
 
Historic bridge modifications, pending presentation 
approval by project owner, Port Authority of NY and 
NJ. 

Registration will open soon! 

 

February Meeting Recap 

by Tyler Winkley and Eric Pope 
On February 24, 2016 the Seattle chapter of SEAW 
teamed up with the Washington State chapter of ACI 
to discuss the inherent challenges of super tall 
structures in Seattle. SEAW and ACI were fortunate 
to assemble a panel of speakers with an abundant 
experience in high-rise buildings: Don Davies, 
President of MKA, highlighted the engineering 
challenges, Dave Monnot of DOKA examined the 
typical types of formwork used, and Kyle Richardson 
of JTM Construction reflected on the scheduling and 
permitting implications. All three perspectives 
provided valuable insight into the design and 
construction of super tall structures. Read more. 

 

YMF Corner 
by Morgan Wiese and Carl Harris 
At the end of January, the YMF took advantage of 
another hands-on learning opportunity. The event, 
hosted by Justin Fox, Derrik Fischer, and Jim 
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Membership Postings 

In accordance with the SEAW Bylaws, membership applications are vetted by the 
Executive Director, granted probationary status by the chapter board, and posted 
for membership comment. Membership is considered accepted 30 days after 
posting if current year dues are paid and no member objections have been 
received. Read more. 

 

  

Mattison of Simpson Strong-Tie at their Kent facility, 
included lessons on both post-installed anchors and 
their wood connectors. 

 
First, Derrik discussed Simpsons epoxy and wedge 
anchors, giving us a chance to install them ourselves. 
Derrik, also a field engineer for Simpson, discussed 
some of the problems he often sees with installations 
on site, and talked about ways to avoid these 
problems. After looking at anchors, Justin went 
through the Simpson line of structural wood fasteners. 
Justin talked to us about different fasteners available 
for a variety of applications, including some newer 
fasteners that simplify connections by using wood 
fasteners instead of connection plates.   

The last part of the visit was a facility tour by Jim 
Mattison. The Simpson Kent facility exists to help 
supply the Pacific Northwest for quick turn-around 
orders, so many of the hangers we specify on our 
local projects will come from the Kent facility. Jim 
walked us through the entire production line: from 
how the orders are processed and made, to how they 
are finally packaged and sent out the door. It was a 
really great experience to see how all this comes 
together. Read more. 

 

SEAW Calendar 

March 2016 
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1st Refresher Course 

15th March Dinner Meeting: What Seismic 

Steel Design Is All About 

22nd Disaster Prep & Response 

 

Pay Your Dues 

• Log in to the SEAW website 
• Click the "My Membership" link 
• Click "Pay My Dues" 

On the payment page, you'll have a choice to pay 
online or receive an invoice by email. 

Retrieve/Pay an invoice; Retrieve a receipt: 
• Login. 
• Click the "My Membership" link 
• Hover over "My Profile" and choose "View 

Transactions" at the bottom of the drop down 
menu. 

• Open invoices will show an "Invoice" link. Click 
the invoice and then "Pay Invoice" Note: You 
can forward an invoice to your accounts 
payable. They can click "Pay Invoice" and 
complete the transaction without needing your 
login information. 

• Paid transactions will show a "Receipt" link. 
Click to retrieve receipt information. 

Lost Password? 

• Click on member login on home page 
• Click "Forgot your password?" link in the login 

area and enter the email address that SEAW 
uses to contact you. Your login information will 
be emailed to you. 

  

  

  

 


