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The Panama Canal Expansion, Innovations, and Progress

Join us as we host our colleagues at
ASCE at our March 25th meeting,
featuring a presentation on the Pa-
nama Canal Third Set of Locks Ex-
pansion Innovations and Progress.
Dan Russell of Tetra Tech will intro-
duce us to the technical design as-
pects of this $3.2 billion locks expan-
sion project. Dan recently returned
from Panama, where he spent the
last three years as the Deputy De-
sign Manager in charge of the Atlan-

tic Lock Complex design.

Tetra Tech provided design and con-
struction services for structural, mechani-
cal and electrical aspects of the lock ex-
pansion for CICP, the project design con-
sortium. The design is now more than
90% complete and construction is ap-

proximately 50% complete.

Dan will share many of the interesting

features of the project, including:

 The world’s largest water saving basins
 Rolling lock gates
 Filling/emptying system features
 Seismic design
 Geotechnical features and fault loca-

tions

Dan Russell is a Senior Vice President
with Tetra Tech’s Bellevue, Washington
office. Dan has been with INCA Engineers
and now Tetra Tech for over 28 years.
During that time, he has worked on locks
and dam projects for the Corps of Engi-
neers on the Ohio, Mississippi and Colum-
bia Rivers and their tributaries. In 1998,
he began work on the conceptual design
of the water saving basins for the Panama
Canal Third Set of Locks Expansion Pro-
ject under contract to the Panama Canal
Commission. Since 2008, he has been a
part of the successful design build team
under contract to the Panama Canal Au-
thority on the final design and construc-
tion of the project. Dan is a licensed
structural engineer with a master’s de-
gree from Stanford and a bachelor’s de-

gree from Cornell.

Meeting Information:
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Place: Hotel Monaco Seattle

1101 Fourth Avenue, Seattle

Note: Valet parking for SEAW meeting

attendees is $12.00, space available.

Time: 5:00—6:00 PM Registration/Networking
6:00—6:45 PM Dinner
6:45—7:00 PM Welcome/Introductions

7:00—8:15 PM Program

Menu: Roasted Draper Valley Chicken Breast,
Roasted Piquillo Pepper Sauce, Yukon
Mashed Potato, Broccolette
~or~
Sweet Corn Grits, Oyster Mushrooms, Baby

Turnips, Black Kale

Price: SEAW/ASCE Members $45.00
Non-Members $55.00
Students $15.00

Registration after 3/20, add $ 5.00

Registration required—Prepayment appre-

ciated.

Register online at www.seaw.org
by 5:00 PM, Thursday, March 20.

Credit cards accepted online only

No-shows and cancellations after the

deadline are subject to full charge.
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From the Board: How Time Flies

By Ignasius Seilie

Spring is almost here and, if you are
like me, I am sure you are looking for-
ward to more daylight. The latter part
of January and early part of February is
always a busy time in my family. Be-
tween me, my wife, our two daughters,
and my architect niece, we have back-
to-back birthdays. And of course, this
all comes after Christmas and the New
Year. Even after all of the excitement
that comes along with holidays and
birthdays, my wife and I have started
to plan a vacation after four full years
of staying put in Seattle. If all works
out correctly, we will travel to my home
town, Jakarta, Indonesia. Though it
will take eighteen hours of flying time, I
am looking forward to the journey and
exploring the beautiful landscape of

my home country.

As the new kid on the block at the

SEAW Seattle Chapter, I am thrilled to
be participating in the many board
activities. It is hard to believe that less
than six months ago I wrote my per-
sonal intro; time has gone by really
fast. And, in less than six months, Se-
attle will be hosting the SEAW North-
west Conference. The preparation
work is underway, and I am hopeful to
see all of you there!
February has almost passed, and four
extraordinary things are at the top of
my list for 2014: Seahawks won the
Super Bowl, Bertha has been stuck/un
-stuck/stuck, Jay Leno bid TV viewers
farewell, and SEAW raised its member-

ship dues.

I am proud that the football team who
plays in the stadium I helped design
finally won the Super Bowl! It is really
amazing to see how a laid-back city
like Seattle could have up to 700,000
people pouring into downtown to cheer
on their team, and be part of the 12th

man. However, I am still waiting for

the Mariners to have their turn.

Bertha running through Seattle has
been a thrilling endeavor, yet while it
remains stuck, things are becoming
political. In recent months, there has
been a lot of finger pointing between
parties. This is the world’s largest
deep bore tunnel drilling. Unfortu-
nately, whenever one pushes some-
thing to a new extreme, one has to
prepare to handle the heat if some-
thing unexpected happens. I am hop-

ing to see a good resolution to this
special project. It would be exciting to
have the world’s largest deep bore
tunnel, just as we used to have the

world largest concrete dome.

Jay Leno’s Late Night Show ended
after 22 years with his first and last
guest Billy Crystal. Jimmy Fallon, who
is 24 years his junior, will take over. In
a way, this shift is a reminder that re-
generation will always happen. I see
similarities in this regeneration with
our profession and organization. It is
very important to prepare our future
engineers to excel in the profession,
and also to start taking leadership

roles with SEAW.

And finally, SEAW raised its member-
ship dues after a long time at the pre-
vious rate. Any increase in dues al-
ways hurts, and can make some mem-
bers reconsider their membership. I
really hope that all our members stick
around. One of the reasons that we
need to raise dues is increased operat-
ing costs. I would like to invite each of
you to be an active member in our
great organization. Your active partici-
pation will always help our organiza-

tion.

Ignasius Seilie is a Principal and Part-
ner with Integrated Design Engineers
(idE) in Seattle, which he cofounded in
2005. A member of SEAW since 1995,
Ignasius is a 2013-2016 term director
on the Seattle Chapter Board. He can
be reached at iseilie@id-engr.com

Nominating Committee Chooses Seattle Chapter Board Candidates

The 2014 SEAW Seattle Chapter nominating committee has submitted the following choices for its 2013 board candidates:

President Tom Corcoran, Integrus Architecture
Vice President Ted Smith, Smith & Huston
Directors, 2014-2017: Hans-Erik Blomgren, Arup

Adam Slivers, Lund Opsahl

In accordance with chapter bylaws, Article III, Section 3 (b): “ …Prior to February 20, the Nominating Committee shall report
their nominations for office: one (1) name for President, at least one (1) name for Vice President, and at least one (1) name
for each Director to be elected. Notice of candidates for office shall be made to the membership in the March newsletter, or by
other means, no later than March 10. Additional nominations may be made by petition of at least five (5) Member SEs when

received within 10 days of date of notice.”

This year’s nominating committee consisted of Howard Burton, chair, and members Cale Ash, Mark D’Amato, Tom Corcoran,

Scott Douglas and John Hooper. Sitting president Peter Somers served in an advisory capacity.
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Determining Engineering Negligence in Washington State

by Tim Nordstrom

On November 14th 2013, the Supreme
Court of Washington State filed an opin-
ion in a case between a developer and
an engineering firm. This article dis-
cusses the potential impact of this opin-
ion on the law used to determine engi-
neering negligence.

Definitions and Background:

Tort Law

The law of torts serves four objectives.

1. To compensate victims for injuries
suffered by the culpable action or
inaction of others.

2. To shift the cost of such injuries to
the person or persons who are legally
responsible for inflicting them.

3. To discourage injurious, careless, and
risky behavior in the future.

4. To vindicate legal rights and interests
that have been compromised, dimin-
ished, or emasculated.

In theory these objectives are served
when tort liability is imposed on the tort-
feasor for intentional wrongdoing, negli-
gence, and ultra-hazardous activities.

Contract Law

Contract law is an agreement with spe-
cific terms between two or more persons
or entities in which there is a promise to
do something in return for a valuable
benefit known as consideration. Contract
law can be a written or an oral agree-
ment.

Independent Duty Doctrine

Prior to November 2013, in Washington
State, the path to determine if engineer-
ing negligence has occurred was by ap-
plying the “Independent Duty Doc-
trine” (formerly known as the “Economic
Loss Rule”).

(Note: In 2010 the Supreme Court of
Washington changed the name from the
“economic loss rule” to the “independent
duty doctrine.”)

The “independent duty doctrine” is used
to evaluate a situation to see whether a
tort duty exists independent of the con-
tract. In some but not all instances, the
determination of whether a tort duty
exists turns on what is referred to as a
“risk-of-harm” analysis. Basically, deter-
mine the answer to the following ques-
tion: “Did the actions of the engineer
present a risk-of-harm to people, prop-
erty or the product itself?” If the actions

of the engineer do present such a risk
then a duty in tort (engineering negli-
gence) is typically found. An example
might be the failure of a structure that
was not properly designed under the gov-
erning code at the time.

Conversely, if the application of the risk-
of-harm analysis or the consideration of
other factors identified by the courts
(such as public policy) finds no independ-
ent tort duty (engineering negligence),
then the financial responsibility/liability
is determined as matter of contract law
based on the agreement between the
parties, not tort law.

The difference in potential liability expo-
sure for an engineer is significant be-
tween tort law and contract law.

For example, under most circumstances
the statute of limitations for a tort claim
brought by an owner against an engineer
does not begin to run until the owner
knew or should have known of the engi-
neer’s negligence and that it has suf-
fered an injury. On the other hand, the
statute of limitations for a breach of con-
tract claim brought by that same owner
would begin to run at the time of the
breach of the contract (which may or may
not be when the engineer acted negli-
gently), even if the owner is not aware of
the breach or that it has suffered any
harm as a result. Thus, if an owner is
limited to bringing claims in contract and
not in tort, the time period in which it can
bring those claims (and during which the
engineer is exposed to those claims)
could be significantly shorter (especially if
the contract was oral and not written).

The Supreme Court Case

Case No. 86590-6, Donatelli v D. R.
Strong Consulting.

The full opinion can be found at: http://
www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/
pdf/865906.pdf

Here is a brief synopsis of the case para-
phrased from this opinion.

The Donatellis, developers, hired DR
Strong Consulting Engineers Inc. to help
develop their real property. Before the
development of the property was com-
pleted, the Donatellis suffered substan-
tial financial losses and lost the property
in foreclosure. The Donatellis sued DR
Strong for several claims including:
breach of contract, professional negli-
gence, negligent misrepresentation,
among other claims.

DR Strong filed a motion for partial sum-
mary judgment and argued that the neg-
ligence claims must be dismissed under
what was known at the time as the
“economic loss rule” because the rela-
tionship between the parties was gov-
erned by contract and the damages
claimed by the Donatellis were purely
economic.

The trial court denied DR Strong’s mo-
tion and the Court of Appeals affirmed
the trial court. Both of those courts de-
cided that, as a matter of law, the Do-
natellis' negligence claims were not
barred under the Economic Loss Rule.
DR Strong appealed to the Washington
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court
upheld the lower courts’ decisions, in a
5-4 split decision, thus allowing the Do-
natellis to pursue their negligence
claims against DR Strong.

Analysis of the Opinion

The Supreme Court relied on technical,
procedural arguments to reach its con-
clusion on this professional negligence
claim. The underlying issues of whether
DR Strong owed the Donatellis a duty in
tort, or whether the Donatellis’ profes-
sional negligence claim was barred by
the Independent Duty Doctrine, was not

addressed.

Instead of deciding whether the
“independent duty doctrine” barred the
claims, the Supreme Court found that
the evidence presented was not clear
enough for it to decide whether the doc-
trine could even be applied. Since the
matter was before the Court on DR
Strong’s motion for summary judgment,
the fact that the evidence was unclear
was sufficient to raise a factual issue
that justified denial of the motion. And,
it was on that basis that the Supreme
Court upheld the lower courts’ decisions
allowing the Donatellis to pursue their
professional negligence claims against

their engineers.

The Supreme Court’s decision, and the
convoluted path it followed to reach it,
came as a surprise to many who had
followed the development of the law
governing engineering negligence claims
over the last decade or so. This includes
the four justices who dissented from the
majority’s decision. In their dissent,
these four justices argued that there
was well settled precedent from the
Supreme Court that would have pro-

vided the majority a very

http://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/865906.pdf
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YMF Corner: Work-Life Balance

By Tyler Kurz
Most young engineers will find in an economic
growth cycle that there is no shortage of work.
Projects move fast and furious, and there always
seems to be more to be done. Younger engineers
often feel the need to impress their supervisors by
doing more and working longer hours. Some feel
that they can do more, unaware of their personal

limits. However, one of the most important things to learn as a

young engineer is work-life balance.

Everyone has limits. One of the important things to learn is where
those limits lie. The danger lies in burnout. The long hours have
limits. Everyone needs to get out and let off some steam, relax,

decompress, and recharge.

What is work-life balance? Work-life balance is essentially being
able to prioritize and separate work activities from personal activi-
ties. Why is it important? As you fatigue your mental acuity fades,
productivity suffers, and you are more prone to mistakes. Those
last three hours of your 12-hour day probably aren’t nearly as
productive as the first three. This is even more true if those long
days are turning into long weeks, and carrying on into months.
The inevitable result is burnout. Another issue is strained rela-
tionships. It is difficult to build or maintain strong relationships
without putting in time. Finally, you may set unrealistic expecta-
tions of future performance. While you may be all right with pull-
ing long hours to make a tight deadline every once in a while, you
don’t want to set the expectation that you are comfortable work-

ing those types of hours all of the time.

So what do you do about it? That answer will be different for eve-
ryone. The most important thing is to be aware, and to determine
your own boundaries and personal limits. Here are a couple of

tips, especially helpful for younger engineers.

Understand that you can say no. Time management is an impor-
tant skill to learn early on. If someone asks if you have time for
another task, truly evaluate your schedule and workload. If adding
the task or project is more than you can reasonably handle, you
aren’t going to be doing anyone any good. Your other commit-
ments will suffer for it, and rather than coming out looking good
to your supervisor, you look like you are unable to manage your
time and/or deadlines. Just because you are working from 6 am

to 9 pm does not mean that you have the time.

Don’t overbook yourself. Things rarely go exactly as planned. Early
on in your career, you may not be able to foresee all of the chal-
lenges that lie ahead. It’s important to give yourself more time
than you think, especially early on in your career. There are often
challenges that you just aren’t aware of until they happen, and by
then it’s too late. This includes planning activities outside of work.
If you plan every minute of every bit of time you have, you will lose
some of the enjoyment of the activities you are trying to do be-
cause you are not allowing yourself the down time that is neces-

sary to decompress.

Apply boundaries. Make a conscious decision to shut off your
computer or not to use your phone to check or respond to emails.
Your work will still be there in the morning, or after the weekend,
or after you get back from vacation. In this industry, long hours
will be a given at times, but they should not be the norm. For a
healthy and productive career, find the balance that works best
for you. In the end, if you can achieve the proper balance in your
life, you will enjoy your career far more, and will be far more pro-

ductive in it.

The Younger Member Forum provides networking and social
opportunities to SEAW members 35 and under, as well as new
non-member engineers and students. All SEAW members are
welcome to participate in YMF functions.

Outreach Representative:
Cal Bearman cfbearman@gmail.com

Social Representative:
Chelsea Snodgrass
Snodgrass@jacobssf.com
Past Chair:

Jennifer Ahlport
jahlport@gmail.com

President:

Tyler Kurz
tkurz@dci-engineers.com
Vice President:
Kyle Holman

kholman@dci-engineers.com

YMF Leadership

UW ASCE Student Chapter

Cover Our Food Bank Project

The University of Washington’s ASCE Student Chapter has
been put in a position to tackle an engineering design prob-
lem in the University District. The University District Food
Bank has asked them to design, fabricate, and implement
a permanent awning to cover the entrance. The awning can
potentially extend along the entire north face of the build-
ing. Initial funding has been received by the University of
Washington in the amount of $1,500. The obstacles that
need to be addressed in the first stages of this project are
finding design support from professionals familiar with un-
reinforced masonry structures, fabrication support of the
steel structure, and the installation of anchors for the steel

cables.

If you are able to assist or know of professionals who can

support in any way, please contact us: asce@uw.edu

Upcoming YMF Events
Mar 12 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM

Palomino, Seattle

Apr 9 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM

Lola, Seattle
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By Peter Somers

February’s joint meeting with WA ACI
Chapter featured an informative presenta-
tion on exposed concrete. Titled
“Architectural Vertical Concrete Finishes–
Getting Good Outcomes,” the evening’s
program was presented by Tony Kiehle,
Superintendent with Lease Crutcher Lewis
and Nick Steinberg with CalPortland Com-
pany. The presentation focused on a re-
cent project in Shoreline that featured
several exposed concrete shear walls.
Tony and Nick provided a detailed sum-
mary of the important aspects of the de-
sign and construction of exposed con-
crete, including the importance of commu-
nication and close collaboration among all

team members.

The critical components include the fol-

lowing:

 Mix Designs. Consider upgrading
mixes to enhance performance
(improve workability, finishabilty, dura-
bility, and pumpability). Small in-
creases in cost per yard can be offset
by reduction in finishing labor and the
need for patching/repairs. Maximize
the efficiency of mixes (upgrade only
for the important exposed walls but

use standard mixes for other walls).

 Formwork Design and Planning. Items to
consider include hiding temporary con-
nections (such as for lateral bracing
points above ceilings); close review of
boundary elements and embed locations
to ensure good vibrator access; use of
plastic slab bolsters instead of dobies to

align reinforcing steel in forms.

 Managing Expectations. Review project
budget vs. finish expectations, and visit
several example projects to illustrate
types of finish quality and associated

costs.

 Mockups. Use early, non-exposed walls
as mockups and experiment with differ-
ent methods, including form release
agents, to get the right finish. Mockups
should be formed and constructed as
close as possible to the actual conditions
used in the exposed walls, including ac-

cess for pumping and vibrating.

 Collaboration in the Field. Be open to
altering mixes based on field conditions,
and be sure to maintain the design
slump. Engage the concrete supplier

when issues arise.

 Modeling. Take advantage of current
building modeling capability to provide
field personal with as much coordinated

information all in one place.

February Meeting Recap
 Proper Delivery. Consider placement

conditions (distance to site, truck
spacing and pour rate, paths for vi-

bration, and weather conditions).

 Admixtures. Take advantage of ad-
mixtures to improve appearance.
Effective admixtures for exposed con-
crete walls include superplasticizers,
viscosity modifiers, and hydration

stabilizers.

 Protection. After focus on getting
best quality pour, don’t damage walls
after they are complete. Use corner
protection, protect walls from stain-
ing/rebound during slab pours, and

use proper sealants.

In addition to the summary points above,
Tony and Nick provided several exam-
ples of their specific lessons learned and
things that they would never do again or
do on every project. With careful coordi-
nation, in particular with the design
team, contractor, and concrete supplier,
it is possible to achieve good success
when building what Tony calls the ex-

posed “money walls.”

Peter Somers is a Principal at Magnus-
son Klemencic Associates, and 2013-
2014 president of the Seattle Chapter.
He can be reached at

psomers@mka.com

Continued from page 3

straightforward answer, which would be
that the Donatellis’ claims were in fact
barred by the “independent duty doc-

trine.”

The settled precedent that the dissenting
justices referred to in their opinion are,
first the1994 Washington Supreme Court
decision in Berschauer/Phillips Construc-
tion Co. v. Seattle School District No. 1,

which established :

1. That a general contractor can only
recover damages for construction de-
lays allegedly caused by an architect,
engineer, or inspector through the

remedies provided by the contract.

2. A “bright line” rule in this context: The
economic loss rule does not allow a
general contractor to recover purely
economic damages in tort from a de-

sign professional.

And then in 2010 the Washington state
Supreme Court reaffirmed the Ber-

schauer case in the following two cases:
Eastwood v. Horse Harbor Foundation,
Inc, and Affiliated FM Insurance Co. v.

LTK Consulting Services, Inc.

In the Donatelli v. DR Strong opinion, the
Court did not rely on the bright line rule of
Berschauer/Phillips Construction Co. v.
Seattle School District No. 1 nor did the
court apply the risk-of-harm analysis, ei-
ther of which would have resulted in the
Court overturning the lower courts’ deci-
sions and holding that the Donatellis
were precluded as a matter of law from
asserting a professional negligence claim
against their engineers, DR Strong. The
Supreme Court relied on the fact that the
evidence before the Court raised some
questions as to the precise nature of pro-
fessional obligations that DR Strong had

undertaken vis-a-vis the Donatellis.

As a result, the Supreme Court missed an
opportunity to meaningfully clarify the
nature and scope of the duties owed by
engineers in Washington, and instead
further muddied the waters. In the mean-
time, engineers now have to wait and see

how the Supreme Court will handle the
same issues when they are presented in
a case where the contract between the
owner and the engineer is clear and un-

ambiguous.

Right now, the Architects and Engineers
Legislative Council (SEAW is a member)
has filed a Memorandum of Amici Curiae
(aka friend of the court) requesting that
the Washington State Supreme Court
reconsider its decision in this case, be-

cause it is irreconcilable with precedent.

I hope to add updates on this case as

more stakeholders weigh in.

The author thanks Russell King for his
insight, review and comments on prepar-

ing this article.

Tim Nordstrom, P.E., S.E., is Chair of the
SEAW Legislative Committee and Vice
President of SEAW. Tim performs struc-
tural design support for Star Seismic. He
can be contacted at

timn@starseismic.net
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Member News

A native of Norway, Arnfinn ("Arnie")
Rusten left the country in 1971 on a
skiing scholarship to the University of
Idaho. He received a Bachelor's de-
gree in civil engineering in 1975 and
a Master’s degree in structural engi-
neering in 1976. Following one year

of teaching at the University, in 1977
he started work at ABAM as a junior
engineer. In 2005 he became Presi-
dent and CEO of BergerABAM, based
in Federal Way.

Throughout his career, Arnie Rusten
has focused on improving transit and
port systems. Notable projects in-
clude the Kuala Lumpur monorail in
Malaysia; Vancouver, BC SkyTrain;
and Valdez, Alaska floating concrete
dock. He has managed major pro-
jects including the homeport facility
for the US Navy Carrier Battle Group
in Everett; the Pier 37 rebuild for the
US Coast Guard in Seattle; numerous
on-call contracts for the Washington

State Ferries; and an array of port
planning and design projects
throughout the Northwest.

A member of SEAW Southwest Chap-
ter, he served on the Board of ACEC
of Washington, and has also partici-
pated in the American Association of
Port Authorities, American Concrete
Institute, American Society of Civil
Engineers, Society of American Mili-
tary Engineers, and Washington Pub-
lic Ports Association.

ACEC bestows the Engineer of the
Year annually to an engineer who
embodies the highest level of service
and integrity to the engineering pro-
fession. The award cites Arnie Rus-
ten's "outstanding contributions to
the engineering community."

SW Chapter Member Arnfinn Rusten named ACEC of Washington Engineer of the Year 2014

www.cascadejoinery.com
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The SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilib-
rium is published monthly from Sep-
tember through June and is available
online at www.seaw.org. Articles, let-
ters, and announcements are ac-
cepted by e-mail to seaw@seaw.org.

Advertising rates (prepaid) Help
Wanted/Job wanted, max 200 words,
$65; Display ads: Quarter page,
$115; Half Page, $150; Full Page
$190. 10% discount for ads running
two or more months. Deadline is the
20th of the month. Contact SEAW for
an advertising order form.

Except where noted, opinions ex-
pressed in this newsletter reflect
those of the author and do not reflect
or represent the position of SEAW.
Portions of this newsletter may be
reproduced provided credit is given.

SEAW Committee Chairs

Building Engineering Chris Duvall chrisd@cplinc.com
Code Advisory John Hooper jhooper@mka.com
Committee Liaison Task Group Tom Corcoran tcorcoran@integrusarch.com
Disaster Prep/Response Joyce Lem joyce.lem@hdrinc.com
Earthquake Engineering Andy Taylor andrew.taylor@kpff.com
Education Ardel Jala ardel.jala@seattle.gov
Existing Buildings Bryan Zagers bryanz@cplinc.com
Legislative Tim Nordstrom timn@starseismic.net
Professional Practices John Tawresey johntaw@aol.com
Public Information Darrell Staaleson dstaal@staaleng.com
Scholarship David Peden peden@coffman.com
Snow Load Engineering John Tate jatce@charter.net
Strategic Plan Monitor Jill Shuttleworth jtshuttleworth@meierinc.com
Sustainability Adam Slivers aslivers@lundopsahl.com
Technology Lynnell Brunswig seaw@seaw.org
Western Council Ed Huston huston@smithhustoninc.com
Wind Engineering Scott Douglas sdouglasscott@gmail.com

Liaisons/Representatives:
PSEC Peter Opsahl popsahl@lundopsahl.com
NCSEA Chun Lau clau@comcast.net
BSSC Tom Xia txia@dci-engineers.com
SEAW/WABO Charlie Griffes charlie@ctengineering.com
Structural Engineers Foundation Howard Burton hburton@seattlestructural.com
WA Seismic Safety Committee Stacy Bartoletti sbartoletti@degenkolb.com

Committee Corner

What changes would you make

to the IBC?

SEAW is restarting the Building Engi-
neering Committee (BEC). There are no
ICC code change hearings this year so
the NCSEA Code Advisory Committee,
General Requirements Subcommittee is
in planning mode to begin to develop
code change proposals for the 2018
IBC. The SEAW Building Engineering
Committee is the local counterpart of
the General Requirements Subcommit-
tee, and we have been asked to provide
input to the national committee. We will
have a meeting on March 5, 2014, to
start this process. We will meet at the
offices of Coughlin Porter Lundeen in
Seattle at noon. There will be a conven-
ient GoToMeeting option available for
those willing individuals who are not

able to attend in person.

Chris Duvall has agreed to chair the revi-
talized BEC, which will gather the hot
button issues that surface, vet them,
and forward some of the more feasible
ones to the various subcommittees of
the NCSEA Code Advisory Commit-
tees. There will be a dialogue between
the SEAW committees and the NCSEA

committees to determine the best way

forward for your improvements.

Further down the road, the BEC will as-
sist the NCSEA General Requirements
Subcommittee in reviewing and estab-
lishing positions on the various code
change proposals submitted by others

outside this committee.

To get involved, please contact Chris
Duvall: chrisd@cplinc.com or

206.343.0460.

Here is your chance to be heard. Come
to the meeting, and help make the code

a better one!

Wind Committee Kick-off Meet-

ing March 21st

The SEAW Wind Committee is reorganiz-
ing under the leadership of Scott Doug-
las and will have a kick-off meeting on
Friday, March 21st from 12:00-1:30pm
at DCI Engineers in Seattle (818 Stew-

art, Suite 1000).

This initial meeting will focus on member
input to determine the future direction

and agenda for the Wind Committee. In
addition, local topics of interest such as
wind exposure categories in the Puget
Sound area, updating the SEAW wind
commentary publication, and other wind
load design issues will be discussed.
Representatives from ASCE 7 and
NCSEA technical committees will also be
in attendance to share information from
a national perspective on Code Develop-

ment and how SEAW can contribute.

Lunch will be provided, please RSVP to
Cale Ash at cash@degenkolb.com. A
conference call line will be available for

remote participants.

SEAW’s numerous and varied commit-
tees are the back-bone of the organiza-
tion. They provide its individual mem-
bers an opportunity to participate with
others in areas of similar technical or
non-technical interest. This year mem-
bership participation is being facilitated
with GoToMeeting. All members are en-
couraged to attend and participate at
any frequency and level. For further in-
formation on the various committees
refer to Equilibrium or contact the com-

mittee chair at www.SEAW.org.
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Meetings, Seminars and Announcements

Mark Your Calendar:
ATC-20/ATC-45 SAP

Evaluator Class, Monday April 28

The SEAW Disaster Preparedness and
Response Committee will be offering an
ATC-20/ATC-45 SAP Evaluator class on
April 28 in Seattle. The all-day class will
be held at the Union Square Boardroom
at One Union Square, from 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM. Attendees will qualify for the
Cal EMA Safety Assessment Program
(SAP) Certification. Details and registra-

tion online at www.seaw.org .

SEAW Spring Seminar:
ASCE/SEI 41-13 Seminar:
Seismic Evaluation and Retrofit

of Existing Buildings

Spokane: Thursday, April 10
Tri-Cities: Friday, April 11

Seattle: Saturday, May 10

This seminar details the new ASCE/SEI
41-13 standard, which is a combination
of ASCE 31-03 and ASCE 41-06. The
new standard provides an updated
methodology for evaluating and retrofit-
ting existing buildings for earthquakes
and eliminates significant inconsisten-
cies between the two previous stan-
dards. The evaluation and retrofit proc-
esses are combined, and a three-tiered
process for seismic evaluation is pro-
vided which can be applied to a range

of building performance levels.

This presentation will act as an intro-
duction to the new standard and a
primer on its use. Attendees will learn
about the underlying philosophy and
history of the ASCE 31 and 41 stan-
dards. Nationally recognized speakers
and contributors will present the follow-

ing topics:

 General Provisions and the Combined

Document

 Tier 1 Structural Provisions

 Tier 2 Structural Provisions

 Soil Structure Interaction and

Foundations

 Masonry & Concrete Provisions

 Base Isolation & Energy Dissipa-

tion

 Steel Provisions

 Wood and Cold-Formed Provisions

This seminar will qualify for (6) PDH.

Lunch will be provided.

Please visit www.seaw.org for com-

plete details and registration.

Structural Masonry
Design Seminar

The Northwest Concrete Masonry
Association will be conducting a full-
day seminar focusing on the design of
reinforced concrete masonry con-
struction. Both working stress and
strength design methods of the new
2012 IBC and 2011 MSJC codes will

be covered.

The seminar will include the explana-
tion of new code provisions and step-
by-step design examples of masonry
building elements by manual and
automated methods. It is aimed at
practicing engineers who want to
learn how to design masonry in a
practical and efficient manner. It will
be presented by two professional en-
gineers at each location. The seminar
will consist of 7.5 hours of continuing
education. Certificates of attendance

will be issued.

Seminar dates and locations include:

 March 13, 2014, Spokane, WA

 March 31, 2014, Bellevue, WA

 June 9, 2014, Portland, OR

Additional information can be ob-
tained from the Northwest Concrete
Masonry Association at

425.697.5298 or www.nwcma.org .

Seismic Hazards and the
Built Environment
April 4, 2014

The Cascadia Hazards Institute and
Central Washington University will

host a day-long conference on Seismic
Hazards and the Built Environment on
Friday, April 4, 2014 in the Fluke Corpo-
ration Interdisciplinary Lab, Hogue Tech-
nology Building, Central Washington

University, Ellensburg, Washington.

Faculty experts will present on the sci-
ence behind seismic hazards, business
continuity, how science informs decision
-makers, and education and the societal
response to natural hazards. The con-
ference keynote speaker is Stanford
University Consulting Professor and for-
mer senior research scientist at USGS,

Dr. Mary Lou Zoback.

There is no cost to attend this event. For
more information, contact Margaret
Reich at 509.963.1489 or email

reichm@cwu.edu.

Everett Community College -
Engineer Mentor Night Event
April 10th, 2014

“Dinner with Industry”

The Society of Women Engineers (SWE)
at Everett Community College is organiz-
ing a "Dinner with Industry" on April 10th
from 6-8pm and invite engineers from
all disciplines, both men and women, to
attend and share their experience with
our students. Our goal is to have stu-
dents learn, ask questions, and get ex-
cited about engineering. In return,
SWE/EvCC will pay for your dinner and
you get the opportunity to interact with a
group of promising future engineers.
Please share this invitation with
your colleagues in the engineering pro-

fession.

Interested engineers may direct any
questions as well as register for the
event by contacting Amy Felt,
at amymarie43@gmail.com. Registrants
will receive an emailed reminder when
the date gets closer, along with direc-
tions to the school, a map of the cam-
pus, the building the event will be taking
place in, where to park, and a parking
pass.

Continued on Page 10
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Engineering is the practice of safe and
economic application of the scientific laws governing

the forces and materials of nature by means of
organization, design, and construction,

for the general benefit of mankind.

S. E. Lindsay, 1920

Meetings, Seminars and Announcements Cont.

EvCC SWE club is a small collegiate
interest group under the SWE-PNW
section. Faculty adviser is Kristine
Washburn.

Science Fair Mentor
Opportunities

We’re headed into science fair season
and the good news is that the num-
bers of students involved are the high-
est they’ve been in 20 years. Science
fairs are one of the best ways to get
students in grades K-12 engaged and
passionate about science and engi-
neering. But science fairs can’t grow
without a proportionate increase in
community support. Each year, the
students tell us that what they enjoyed
the most was the opportunity to meet
and converse with their judges: prac-

ticing scientists and engineers.

There are three opportunities for Puget
Sound engineering society members to

(Continued from page 9)

Senior Codes Engineer

APA The Engineered Wood Association is
recruiting for a Senior Codes Engineer
with primary responsibilities for the de-
velopment of model and local (state)
building codes. Will draft engineered
wood standards, test methods and their
associated criteria and evaluate prod-
ucts produced by member companies,
through testing and product evaluation.
Duties can also include performing engi-
neering advisory services for the public,
member manufacturers and the APA
staff. May also assist in or take the lead
in performing the necessary research on
proposed new or modified applications
of engineered wood products for con-
struction and industrial markets. Work
involves a broad spectrum of activities,
ranging from participating in the code
and standard development, product test-
ing at the APA Research Center, to tech-
nology implementation through semi-

nars.

A successful candidate must possess a
B.S. or advanced degree in engineering

Employment Opportunties
or other related fields with a minimum of
5-year tracked experience in building

code development.

Please see our Career Page at
www.apawood.org for more information

and application instructions.

Structural Plan Reviewer

The City of Portland’s Bureau of Devel-
opment Services is looking for a Struc-
tural Engineer in the Engineering Plan
Review Section. Structural Engineers
review the structural portion of permit
applications to ensure compliance with
applicable codes and regulations. This
vacancy is for a full-time two-year limited
term position with a possibility of being
converted to a permanent position. A
Certificate of registration as a Profes-
sional Engineer is required. A certificate
of registration as a Structural Engineer

(S.E.) is preferred.

The City offers an excellent benefit pack-
age; details can be found at http://

www.portlandoregon.gov/bhr/60196.

Bellevue College) needs about 5
additional judges in the following
categories: Electrical and mechani-
cal engineering, Energy and trans-
portation engineering. If you can
help on Mar 8, contact Kent at

kent.short@bellevuecollege.edu

Washington State Science & Engineer-
ing Fair, Bremerton High School, April
4-5. A deluge of students is expected
this year and 250 judges are
needed. The head judge is Mike
Huey, mhuey@msn.com, and the reg-
istration site is

https://www.wssef.org/reg/judge.php

get engaged in the next month or so.

1. Kent School District Middle School
Science & Engineering Fair, Satur-
day Mar 15, at Kent Meridian High
School. Last year this fair attracted
220 students and 72 were moti-
vated to go on the state competi-
tion where they won more awards
than any other school district.
Needed: 30 to 40 judges. If you can
spare about 6 hours to help (free
lunch!), please contact Gary Foss at
gary.c.foss@boeing.com. You will

be investing in the future.

2. Central Sound Regional Science &
Engineering Fair (Sat Mar 8 at

The recruitment will close at 4:30 p.m.
on March 17, 2014. Details about quali-
fications and how to apply are posted on
the City website: http://
agency.governmentjobs.com/

portlandor/default.cfm.

To assist you in understanding this posi-
tion and the recruitment process, we will
offer two optional Information Sessions.
You are welcome to join us for one of

these at:

Bureau of Development Services
1900 SW Fourth Avenue, 5th Floor
Portland, Oregon 97201

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 – 12:00 Noon
to 1:00 PM *

Thursday, March 6, 2014 – 5:30 PM -
6:30 PM*

* If you are unable to attend in person,
you can participate remotely. For instruc-
tions contact Rebecca Haskell at Re-
becca.Haskell@PortlandOregon.gov or

503-823-5019.

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/portlandor/default.cfm
mailto:Rebecca.Haskell@PortlandOregon.gov 
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bhr/60196
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http://jobview.monster.com/Structural-Engineer-Job-Seattle-WA-130173154.aspx
www.harborengineers.com
http://jobview.monster.com/GetJob.aspx?JobID=130173154
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www.nwcma.org/seminar
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Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs

House/Program Tom Corcoran
Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig
Presentations/Awards Peter Somers
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston
Committee Liaison Tom Corcoran
YMF Tyler Kurz
Seattle Users of BIM Structural Open
PSEC Representative Peter Opsahl

Education Ardel Jala
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith
Disaster Prep/Response Joyce Lem
Public Information Darrell Staaleson
Sustainability Adam Slivers
Snow Load John Tate
SEAW Historian Don Northey

Statewide Committees & Chairs

Code Advisory John Hooper
Earthquake Engineering Andy Taylor
Building Engineering Chris Duvall
Existing Buildings Bryan Zagers
Professional Practices John Tawresey
Wind Engineering Scott Douglas
Scholarship David Peden
Legislation Tim Nordstrom

For Committee contact information, visit www.seaw.org and click the Committee page

MARCH, 2014

Wed 12th YMF Happy Hour, 5:00 pm
Palomino

Thursday 20th April Newsletter Deadline

Tuesday 25th Seattle Chapter Board Meeting
Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting

Friday 28th State Board Meeting

APRIL, 2014

Tuesday 1st Electronic Board Election
(Results by 4/21/14)

Wed 9th YMF Happy Hour, 5:00 pm
Lola, Seattle

Fri-Sat 10-11 Spring Seminar; ASCE/SEI 41-13
Spokane and Tri Cities

Monday 21st May Newsletter deadline
From the Board: Michael Wright

Monday 21st Seattle Chapter Elections Close

Wed 16th Seattle/SW Chapter
Joint Dinner Meeting
SW hosts at Precision Iron Works

Monday 28th ATC-20/45 Training and SAP
Evaluator Certification
One Union Square, Union Square
Boardroom

Chapter Membership Postings

In accordance with SEAW bylaws, membership applications
are vetted by the Executive Director, granted probationary
status by the chapter board, and posted for membership com-
ment. Membership is considered accepted 30 days after post-
ing if current year dues are paid and no member objections
have been received.

Kevin Aswegan
Associate
Magnusson Klemencic
Associates
Virginia Tech BSCE 2012,
MSCE 2013
Virginia EIT

Philip Beasley
Associate
Magnusson Klemencic
Associates
University of Washington BSCE
2012, MSCE 2013
Washington EIT

Bethany Brown
Associate
Swenson Say Faget
WSU BSCE 2011, MSCE 2014
Washington EIT

Richard Hawksworth
Member PE
BTL Engineering
Seattle University, BSCE 2008
Washington PE

Jack Husband
Member PE
J.H. Husband Engineering
Vanderbilt U, U of Florida BE
1966
Washington PE

Jordan Jarrett
Associate
Magnusson Klemencic
Associates
Colorado State BS 2007,
MS 2009
Virginia Tech Ph.D. 2013

Ethan Martin
Affiliate
WoodWorks
Cornell University BS 1995

Krishnendu Shekhar
Student
University of Washington

Tyler Wandschneider
Member PE
CT Engineering
University of Wisconsin
Milwaukee BSCE 2006

Washington PE

SEAW Calendar Membership

Seattle Chapter Membership Changes

David Ohnsager – Granted Life Membership


