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Coming in April 
We host our  

Southwest Chapter 
colleagues  

on  
Tuesday,  

April 28th. 
 
 

 I-405/NE 8th St to SR 520 Braided Ramps Interchange Improvement Project (Bellevue Braids)  

Meeting Information: 
Date:  WEDNESDAY, March 11, 2009 

Place: McCormick & Schmick’s Harborside 
 1200 Westlake Ave N, Seattle 

Time: 5:30—6:15 PM Social  
 6:15—7:15 PM Dinner 
 7:15—8:30 PM Program 

Menu: Choose between  
Teriyaki Grilled Chicken Breast with Pineap-
ple Chutney 
~or~  
Wild Mushroom and Asparagus Risotto with 
Pine Nuts 

Price: SEAW/ASCE Members $30.00 
Reservations after 3/9 $35.00 
 

Reservation Deadline: Monday, March 9 

PLEASE REGISTER WITH ASCE 
phone 206/926-0482 or 

email seattleascereservations@qmail.com 

Join us as ASCE hosts this year’s joint meet-
ing on their meeting date, March 11.  

This I-405/NE 8th to SR 520 project will 
build new structures to separate 
northbound traffic exiting to SR 520 from 
traffic entering I-405 at NE 8th Street in 
Bellevue. The project also adds a new east-
bound lane along SR 520 to separate the  
on- and off-ramps between I-405 and 124th 
Avenue traffic. A new on-ramp at NE 10th 
Street to SR 520 will also be built.  

The new improvements will reduce conges-
tion on I-405 and will also eliminate weave 
congestion on SR 520 between traffic enter-
ing from I-405 and exiting to 124th Avenue. 
This area experiences up to 8 hours of traffic 
congestion a day.  

This project is part of the I-405 master plan 
improvements. When the master plan projects 
are complete, the capacity of I-405 will be 
increased from the current 800,000 people 
per day to approximately 1,540,000 people 
per day. 

Presenters: 
Brian Nielsen, P.E., is a career WSDOT project 
manager (1993-present) with expertise in the 
preparation and administration of highway 
contracts.  As Construction Manager on the I-
405 Congestion Relief & Bus Rapid Transit 
Projects, he is responsible for administration of 
all construction contracts in the north half of 
the I-405 corridor. Most recently, Brian has 
worked to develop the Design-Build Program 
for the I-405 Team including WSDOT’s tem-
plate documents for Design-Build procure-
ments. Currently Brian is working on the 
$124M South Bellevue Design-Build Project, 
construction of the NE 10th Street Bridge Pro-
ject, and the procurement for the Bellevue 
Braids Design-Build Contract.  

Paul Brallier, P.E., S.E. is an engineer with 
HNTB.  He has been the Deputy Project Man-
ager for the Bellevue Braids Project since 
2006.  Paul has over 20 years experience as a 
structural engineer in the design of buildings, 
bridges, waterfront facilities and other struc-
tures.  Some of his work includes the West 
Seattle Bridge, the Metro West Point Sewage 
Treatment Plant, the SR 520 Floating Bridge 
rehabilitation project with the longest post-
tensioning tendons in the world, the WSDOT 

SR 101 Sieberts Creek Bridge, and numerous 
pedestrian bridges and park facilities. Paul has 
been involved with the SEAW Emergency Pre-
paredness and Response Committee since 1994 
and is currently the Chairman of the commit-
tee.  He is an instructor of ATC-20 Post-
Earthquake Evaluation of Buildings classes and 
was formerly a structural specialist for the FEMA 
Washington State Urban Search and Rescue 
Team.  

This future visualization shows the addition of both the I-
405 NE 10th Street Bridge and the I-405, NE 8th Street to 
SR 520 Improvement Project . 
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Before attending the February 
dinner meeting on the Burj Du-
bai Tower, I decided, for this 
month’s column, to draw on a 
few personal life experiences to 
share reflections of the genesis 
of this engineer’s development 
and how youthful idealism can 
be fulfilled through participation 
in SEAW.  Those fortunate to 
attend on February 24, 2009 
were treated to an entertaining 
treatise of the design of the 
tower by Mr. Larry Novak, SE, 
SECB, LEED®AP, Director of 
Engineered Buildings for the 
Portland Cement Association, 
who lead the structural design 
effort for the Burj while at SOM 
in Chicago.  Everyone in atten-
dance took away invaluable 
knowledge.  Everyone made a 
withdrawal from the 
“knowledge bank.”  This last 
statement may seem a bit curi-
ous, but I’d like to submit the 
notion that our participation in 
SEAW could be considered as a 
proxy for running a local “think 
tank,” or knowledge bank, or 
credit union, except our com-
merce is “structural knowledge.”  
Larry Novak might be consid-
ered an ‘out-of-state’ lender, one 
vital to keeping “credit”, or in 
this case, structural knowledge, 
flowing.   

As an idealistic young college 
student, it was easy to believe 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter 
Equilibrium is printed monthly 
from September through May 
and is available online at 
www.seaw.org. Circulation by 
mail: approximately 550 copies. 
Articles, letters, and announce-
ments are accepted by e-mail to 
seaw@seaw.org.  
Advertising rates (prepaid, 
please): Help Wanted/Job 
wanted, $65 ; Display ads: 
Quarter page, $115; Half Page, 
$150; Full Page $190;  inserts, 
pre-printed 8 1/2 X 11 inch flat, 
$190. 10% discount for ads 
running two or more months. 
Deadline is the fourth Friday of 
the month. Contact SEAW for 
an Advertising Order Form.  
Except where noted, opinions 
expressed in this newsletter 
reflect those of the author and 
do not reflect or represent the 
position of SEAW. Portions of 
this newsletter may be repro-
duced provided credit is given. 

FROM THE BOARD: The Bank of Structural Knowledge 
that the noble goals of seek-
ing and sharing knowledge 
and designing structures for 
the benefit of humanity was 
the higher calling for me as a 
structural engineer.   There 
were certainly times in my 
career that this was not the 
case, but that is for another 
day.  However, growth in 
SEAW has resulted from shar-
ing experiences like those 
shared by Larry.  Without the 
volunteer efforts of individuals 
like Larry, and all those volun-
teers at SEAW, there would be 
apathy and decay in the cycle.  
I certainly could not share my 
knowledge without first gain-
ing insight from my mentors 
who have been instrumental 
for me and my career.  Larry 
Novak suggested that the 
discipline of structural engi-
neering is the only one that 
truly begins its training in 
childhood.    

As a young kid I immensely 
enjoyed Erector Sets, Lincoln 
Logs, Legos, and the like.  
There was one realistic toy 
building set (I don’t recall the 
manufacturer) that really en-
gaged me.  There were realis-
tic wide-flange shaped plastic 
beams and columns (all about 
three inches long).  Beams 
had tapered-seat dovetail end 
connections that created fairly 
realistic semi-rigid structural 
frame behavior.  The toy set 
also came with very thin trans-
lucent plastic wall panels and 
floor panels that would snap 
into place to provide dia-
phragm and shear wall action!  
Scott Douglas said he remem-
bered little diagonal braces 
too!  Little did we know it at 
the time, but as we pushed 
and prodded these toy struc-
tures, we were gaining valu-
able insight on structural be-
havior.   

These early activities were the 
harbinger of my career as a 
structural engineer.  My bud-
ding interest in structural engi-
neering was founded in the 
curiosity of putting things 
together (and how they came 
apart). I learned early on and 

it did not matter which play 
set it was, if the pieces did not 
fit tight, the structure was sus-
ceptible to an early “play 
death.”  Of course, we all 
know young boys can be 
rough on their toys and sub-
ject them to forces that the  
toy manufacturers can not 
foresee.  I know P-delta was  
in play then and my artificially 
induced earthquakes were 
well beyond the maximum 
probable or credible!   

It is probably no surprise that 
many of my youthful activities 
often involved creative play, 
but that morphed into helping 
Dad with “projects” around 
the house.  He did everything 
from concrete work, to plumb-
ing and electrical, to HVAC 
and framing.  There was noth-
ing around the house he 
could not do.  He read and 
figured things out.  I soaked it 
all up and learned practical 
skills about how things went 
together. 

A high school teacher and 
mentor once made a state-
ment that has always reso-
nated with me: “The more we 
learn, the more we realize 
how little we know.”  The 
quote speaks to the concept 
of learning as a lifetime en-
deavor and the vastness of 
information.  We structural 
engineers find ourselves con-
stantly learning about the 
latest research in our ever-
changing fields of interest. 
The pace of research and 
code development does not 
slow and seems to have in-
creased near exponentially as 
evidenced by the thickness of 
the various building and mate-
rial codes volumes that grace 
our shelves! 

So, how does this youthful 
reflection tie in with SEAW?  
Like I opened with, SEAW is a 
bit like a bank.  SEAW spon-
sors great programs and semi-
nars (assets) during the year 
on relevant topics to help en-
gineers stay ahead.  Most of us 
have been the beneficiary of 
the knowledge disseminated 
by SEAW volunteers 

(depositors).  I am thankful for 
their selfless dedication,  
(... and I want to thank those 
SEAW members who have 
stepped up to run for Board 
positions in the upcoming 
elections).  

Early in our careers, we tend 
to be “net takers” from the 
system, absorbing knowledge. 
As we gain experience and 
develop into mentors, we see 
older engineers become “net 
givers” to the system.  Many 
mid-career engineers do both.  
It is vital to keep a positive 
“balance” in the system.  Too 
often, the same few volun-
teers seem to  have to repeat-
edly step up to “deposit” more 
of their time to fill needed 
positions.  But, this is not sus-
tainable.  We need more 
“depositors” than 
“withdrawers” to keep 
“reserves” healthy .   Like the 
banking system, if we all ex-
pect to only withdraw knowl-
edge from the “bank”, the 
system will fail.    

The SEAW Board wishes to 
thank those who have an-
swered the call to serve this 
year—“depositing into the 
bank” for all of us.  I am re-
minded of my own experi-
ences in volunteering done 
with no expectations in re-
turn; the experience leaves 
one very gratified with unex-
pected benefits—like new ac-
quaintances and contacts.  In 
reality, SEAW thrives more like 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 PROJECTS 
 

Company Spotlight: 

Harriott Smith Valentine Engineers 

Cale Ash, SEAW Member since 2005, is 
our Company Spotlight Coordinator. If 
you would like to see your company in 
the spotlight, e-mail  him at  
cash@degenkolb.com. 

. 

Harriott Smith Valentine Engineers is a 
structural engineering firm focused on 
single-family residential projects.  Jim 
Harriott started Harriott Engineers in 
1999.  The company named changed 
to Harriott Smith Valentine Engineers 
when Julie Smith Lubke and Todd Val-
entine became partners in 2007 

Over the past decade HSV has worked 
closely with architects and owners to 
develop structural systems and details 
that provide exceptional value and en-
able the realization of a particular archi-
tectural vision without compromise.  In 
doing so they take pride in not just be-
ing a necessary evil on the road to a 
permit, but rather a group of collabora-
tive problem solvers and an invaluable 
part of the design team. 

HSV continues to explore the issues 
important to most everyone in the de-
sign field today: green building prac-
tices, efficiency, and code interpreta-
tion.  Practices such as developing in-
house details for advanced framing, 
working with LEED guidelines, and a 
commitment to continuing education 
enable them to keep current on the 
topics most important to their clients. 

Additionally, they have designed sev-
eral non-building structures such as art 
installations and sculptures with non-
traditional building materials including; 
glass, aluminum, and stone. 

Harriott Smith Valentine Engineers em-
ploys a team of 9 engineers and 2 sup-
port staff.  Their office is located in 
Lower Queen Anne Neighborhood of 
Seattle.  Current SEAW members in-
clude: 

Jim Harriott, SE 

Aaron Pambianco, PE 

Josh Welch 

Toby Polocloser 
 

Harriott Smith Valentine Engineers 
100 W. Harrison, Ste N-100 
Seattle, WA 98119 

 

Mercer Island  
Residence 
HSV Engineers worked closely 
with E. Cobb Architects to de-
velop appropriate structural 
systems for this single family 
residence.   The house is framed 
with steel and infilled with 
wood.  The upper floor of the 
house extends over the lower 
levels and is simply supported 
with two stainless steel pipes.  
This floor was laterally supported 
using a steel strap brace frame 
above the TJI framing.  The 
braced diaphragm transfers the 
lateral loads to special moment and 
brace frames.   

 -Photo courtesy of E. Cobb Architects 

Hawaii Resort Homes 
HSV has a healthy client base in 
the state of Hawaii with projects 
on Kauai, the “Big” island and, in 
this case, Maui.  This project 
consists of 24 condominium 
homes on 10 acres in the Wailea 
Resort area. 

The roof system consists of deck-
ing spanning between custom- 
built heavy timber trusses 
through the center of the plan,  
and simply supported glulam 
beams at the perimeter. 

In order to promote high quality, 
cost effective construction, HSV teamed up with Weinstein A|U to design a kit-of-parts parts 
approach.  The glulams and steel columns were fabricated on the mainland and shipped to 
the island for quick assembly. 

 -Photo courtesy of HSV Engineers 

Crocodile Café 
Currently under construction, HSV 
teamed up with Chin-Ley Reche Associ-
ates for the Crocodile Café renovation.  
Closed for over a year, it will soon re-
open with an expanded performance 
space, larger stage and new mezzanine.  
The existing gravity framing consists of 
heavy timber beams and wood, steel 
and concrete columns.  The lateral sys-
tem consists of concrete frames, con-
crete shear walls and wood shear walls.  
Seismic upgrades include; new attach-
ment of the roof diaphragm to the con-
crete walls and frames, new wood shear 
walls and out-of-plane bracing of an existing 14’-0” tall hollow clay tile wall.  Two existing 
columns, previously blocking the view of the stage, have been relocated. 

 -Photo courtesy of HSV Engineers 
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 Meeting Recap 

From the Board—continued 

February Dinner Meeting—Burj Dubai Tower 

 

 YMF Corner  

By Melissa White 

The Younger Mem-
ber Forum repre-
sented SEAW at the 
Puget Sound Engi-
neering Council Engi-
neer (PSEC) Fair on 
February 14.  Coordi-
nated by Jennifer 
Ahlport and Wayne 
Brown, members of 
YMF and employees 
of Degenkolb Engi-
neers, SEAW dis-
played information 
about the field of structural 
engineering, as well as the ac-
tivities of SEAW.  The display 
included photos of various 
types of construction, images of 
earthquake damage, and inter-
active models of reinforced 
concrete beam loading and 
braced vs. unbraced frames.  
Volunteers Wayne Brown, 
Melissa White, Will Watson, 

both interested volunteers 
and anyone with suggestions 
on how to improve our pres-
entation and provide greater 
interaction with grade school 
and high school students, as 
well as other community 
members.  If you are inter-
ested in participating next 
year, feel free to contact any 
member of the YMF Leader-
ship. 

Another upcoming activity of 
the SEAW YMF is a joint social 
hour with the ASCE YMF.  This 
will take place the day before 
the joint SEAW/ASCE dinner 
meeting and will provide 
greater interaction between 
these two closely related or-
ganizations.  The social hour 

a “credit union” than a bank.  
We are all the members and 
there are no profits taken by 
shareholders.  Members share 
the benefits.    

There are plenty of other vol-
unteering opportunities at 
SEAW.  Many committees 
need members. These activi-
ties increase your body of 
knowledge and your value to 
your company and to the 

community.  I like to think 
that volunteering with 
SEAW fulfills my youthful, 
idealistic and noble goal of 
seeking and sharing knowl-
edge for the benefit of hu-
manity.  So, what “assets” do 
you have to “deposit” in the 
SEAW “credit union”?   

-Mark Moorleghen, P.E.,S.E. 
Director, SEAW Board 
Associate, DCI Engineers, Inc. 

The Burj Dubai in Dubai, U.A.E., 
is set to become the world’s 
tallest structure when it opens 
on September 9th this year.  
Larry Novak, SE, spoke at the 
February SEAW dinner meeting 
about this interesting project.  
Larry is now at PCA and is Direc-
tor of Engineered Buildings, but 
was formerly at Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill, the architect/
engineers behind the Burj Du-
bai.  While there he worked on 
the Burj project. 

Projected at 170 stories, though 
the exact height has not yet 
been revealed, the Burj Dubai is 
set to not only by-pass all exist-
ing buildings, but also all other 
structures, including towers.  In 
the process it will be a resi-
dence, elite office space, and 
the world’s only 6-star hotel.  
But at the core of the building is 
reinforced concrete.  Lots of 
reinforced concrete. Reinforced 
concrete was chosen for many 
reasons, including reduced floor
-to-floor height, speed of con-
struction, high stiffness, sustain-
ability, and flexible architecture.  
But recent advances in both 

strength and constructability 
of concrete allowed it to reach 
such heights. 

The increased stiffness of con-
crete, along with the tapered 
shape of the tower, reduced 
the lateral movement due to 
wind loading on the structure.  
Extensive wind tunnel testing 
was performed for the tower.  
Due to this testing, some of 
the building massing was 
changed to lessen the move-
ment.  Because of this, no 
damper or other movement 
dissipation device was re-
quired, though the top of the 
tower was designed to accom-
modate one should it be re-
quested later.  In fact, Larry 
stated that the design of the 
foundation is controlled by 
gravity loads rather than over-
turning.  This speaks not only 
to how heavy the building is, 
but also to how successfully 
they reduced the potential 
wind loading. 

One other interesting design 
aspect is that there are no 
transfer levels in the building.  
As the building tapers, the 

sides end in 24 outdoor ter-
race levels—each accessible to 
the resident at that level, even 
at the highest tapers.  How-
ever, all major load-bearing 
walls and columns are con-
tinuous to the foundation.  
And it is quite a foundation:  
12 foot thick concrete mat 
with 150 foot long piles.  The 
piles are five feet in diameter 
and rely solely on side friction.  
The foundation used self-
consolidating concrete and 
was poured in four sections, 
each taking 24 to 36 hours 

and using up all the concrete 
in Dubai for those periods. 

Larry also spoke about many 
other aspects of the tower 
including the sustainability 
and energy saving properties, 
the steps taken to control 
creep and shrinkage of the 
concrete, cathodic protection 
of the foundation, and the 
lightning rod design.  But this 
article is too short to go into 
all of them.   

Contributed by Karen Damian-
ick, PE, SE.  Karen may be con-
tacted at 
kld@kldengineering.com . 

SEAW’s Booth at the PSEC Engineer Fair 

Wayne Brown demonstrates loading 
on a Styrofoam and rubber-band 
model beam 

Jerry Lee, Krzysztof Zaleski, and 
Jennifer Ahlport spoke with 
students and parents and other 
members of the community 
about the industry, education, 
and they type of work we do. 

The SEAW booth was success-
ful and the turn-out for the 
event was excellent.  The YMF 
looks forward to participating 
again next year.  We will seek 

will take place on Tuesday 
March 10 at Z’Tejas in Bellevue 
at 5pm.  Contact SEAW YMF 
social representative Robyn 
Yang ryang@dci-engineers.com 
with questions about this event.  

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides networking 
and social opportunities to SEAW members 35 and under, as well as 
new non-member engineers and students. All SEAW members are 
welcome to participate in YMF functions. 
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 PSEC 2009 Engineering Banquet 

The annual Puget Sound Engi-
neering Council Awards Ban-
quet was held at the Palisade 
Restaurant February 21, 2009, 
from 5:30 pm to 11:00 pm.  The 
banquet concluded Engineer-
ing Week activities for PSEC, 
celebrated the engineering pro-
fession and recognized the 
achievements of members of 
the profession who have ex-
celled.  The general atmosphere 
was festive, the food was good, 
and service was prompt and 
well executed.   

Master of Ceremonies Kalan 
Guiley set the tone for the eve-
ning by reading excerpts of 
President Herbert Hoover’s elo-
quent description of the profes-
sion of engineering: 

“Engineering.  It is a great pro-
fession.  There is the fascination 
of watching a figment of the 
imagination emerge through 
the aid of science to a plan on 
paper.  Then it moves to realiza-

tion in stone or metal or en-
ergy.  Then it brings jobs and 
homes to men.  Then it ele-
vates the standard of living 
and adds to the comforts of 
life.  That is the engineer’s 
high privilege. 

“To the engineer falls the job 
of clothing the bare bones of 
science with life, comfort, and 
hope. 

“No doubt as years go by the 
people forget which engineer 
did it, even if they ever knew…
But the engineer himself looks 
back at the unending stream 
of goodness which flows from 
his successes with satisfactions 
that few professions may 
know.  And the verdict of his 
fellow professionals is all the 
accolade he wants.” 

Dr. Donald Brownlee, PhD, 
Professor of Astronomy at the 
University of Washington, 
delivered a unique and aston-
ishing keynote address to the 

gathering.  Dr. Brownlee is ex-
tensively involved with the labo-
ratory study of primitive materi-
als from asteroids and comets 
and he is the Principle Investiga-
tor on NASA's Stardust comet 
sample return mission, which 
collected comet samples and 
returned them to Earth. 

The program was an account of 
aspects of science and engineer-
ing involved in the Stardust pro-
ject, and some of the surprising 
information that has emerged 
from analysis of the comet sam-
ples that were retrieved. The 
challenges in developing a vehi-
cle to travel into space (more 
than 3 billion miles so far!), pho-
tograph the comet, collect sam-
ples, return the samples to 
earth, and continue on the jour-
ney, involve experimental mate-
rials and original techniques 
that almost defy the imagina-
tion. Studies of the retrieved 
materials by scientists around 
the world, using the most ad-
vanced electron microscopes 
and particle accelerators, 
showed the presence of materi-
als that had been subjected to 
the highest and lowest tempera-
tures imaginable in the comet 
trail dust. This surprising mixture 
of materials has provided the 
basis for new hypotheses about 
the beginning of our universe. 

Dr. Brownlee has received nu-
merous awards and honors, 

including the J. Lawrence 
Smith medal from the National 
Academy of Sciences, the Leo-
nard medal from the Meteor-
itical Society, and the NASA 
Medal for Exceptional Scien-
tific Achievement.  He is also a 
member of the UW Astrobiol-
ogy program and he has re-
cently co-authored two books 
with UW paleontologist Peter 
Ward on the Earth's evolution 
to become a habitat for ad-
vanced life and the remark-
able aspects of the processes 
involved as viewed from the 
perspectives of space and 
time. 
Concluding the evening, PSEC 
President-Elect and Banquet 
Chair Kalan Guiley presented 
the following awards to an 
outstanding group of engi-
neers possessing remarkable 
achievements: 

2009 Academic Engineer of 
the Year Neil M. Hawkins, 
PhD, PE 

2009 Government Engineer of 
the Year Ronald H. Borowski 

2009 Young Engineer of the 
Year Kelly J. Griswold 

2009 Engineering Educator of 
the Year Stephen R. Snelling 

2009 Industry Engineer of the 
Year Leonard F. Reid 

2009 Professional Engineer of 
the Year Neil A. Norman, PE, 
FNSPE 

Top row l to r:  Neil M. Hawkins, PhD, PE; Stephen R. Snelling; Ronald H. 
Borowski  Bottom row l to r: Leonard F. Reid; Kelly J. Griswold; Neil A. 
Norman, PE, FNSPE 
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Mark Your Calendar 
MARCH, 2009  

Wednesday 11th Chapter Board meeting 
   ASCE Hosts annual joint meeting 

Friday 27th April Newsletter Deadline 

 

APRIL, 2009  

Friday 24th May Newsletter Deadline 

Tuesday 28th Chapter Board Meeting 
   Seattle/SW Chapter Joint meeting 
    - announcement of election results 

MAY, 2009 

  TBA Chapter New & Old Boards meet 

Tuesday 19th  Annual Spring Social and Awards Event 

Friday 30th State Board meeting 
   State Newsletter Deadline 

Watch the SEAW website for Calendar updates! 

 Meetings/Seminars/Announcements 

Hyatt Regency on Thursday, 
April 30, 2009. 

Deadline for submittals is Fri-
day, March 27, 2009. For com-
plete details, visit our website 
at 
www.washingtonconcrete.org 
http:/ 
Direct link (copy & paste):  

www.washingtonconcrete.org
/?lev=page&no=27  

 

EERI Seminar 
Register now for the new EERI 
Technical Seminar on Soil Liq-
uefaction During Earthquakes, 
based on the recently pub-
lished EERI monograph.  
http://www.eeri.org/site/
content/view/510/1/  
A one-day seminar will be held 
March 19 at the  HUB-West 
Ballroom, University of Wash-
ington, Seattle. Participants 
earn 0.7 Continuing Education 
Units. The speakers will be the 

CALL FOR ENTRIES . . . 
2009 Awards for Excellence  
in Concrete Construction 

The Washington Aggregates 
and Concrete Association is 
pleased to formally recognize 
your professional accomplish-
ments in the outstanding use of 
Ready Mix Concrete throughout 
Washington State. Entries are 
juried by an independent panel 
of industry professionals com-
prised of 2008 award winners. 
Finalists and a category winner 
are selected from each of the 
categories. The Grand Award 
winner will be awarded to the 
category winner that best re-
flects the unique advantages of 
Ready Mix Concrete. In recogni-
tion of their contributions, our 
Concrete Awards will be pre-
sented to the Owner, Architect, 
Contractor, Structural Engineer, 
Concrete Contractor and Ready 
Mix Supplier at our 41st Annual 
Awards Banquet at the Bellevue 

monograph authors, Professor 
Emeritus I. M. Idriss and Profes-
sor R. W. Boulanger, both of 
the University of California 
Davis. The seminar will pro-
vide a synthesis—in one acces-
sible resource for students, 
practicing engineers, and 
other professionals—of pro-
gress in the study of soil lique-
faction since 1982. The follow-
ing areas will be covered: fun-
damentals of liquefaction be-
havior; methods for predicting 
the triggering of liquefaction 
during earthquakes; methods 
for predicting the conse-
quences of liquefaction, such 
as slope instability or ground 
deformations; mitigation of 
liquefaction hazards; and cy-
clic softening of clays and plas-
tic silts. The seminar is sup-
ported by FEMA.  
The registration fee will be 
$225 for members of EERI 
and cosponsoring organiza-
tions, including SEAW, a sav-
ings of $75 over the nonmem-
ber price. The $225 includes 
lunch and seminar notes, but 
it does not include the hard-
cover monograph itself, which 
is available for an additional 
$25.  The fee goes up by $25 
one week prior to the seminar. 
 

Post-Tensioning Insti-
tute 2009 Conference 
& Exhibition  
The Post-Tensioning Institute 
(PTI)—a non-profit organiza-
tion for the advancement of 
post-tensioned concrete de-
sign and construction—has 
announced the content for 
their 2009 Conference & Exhi-
bition.  
The eighth annual conference 
is to be held May 3-5, 2009, at 
the Marriott Downtown Wa-
terfront in Portland, Oregon. 
Engineers, architects, building 
officials, inspectors, contrac-
tors, specifiers, students, re-
searchers, and others inter-
ested in post-tensioning are 
invited to attend this informa-
tive symposium. The two-day 
event will include technical 
sessions, panel discussions, 
committee meetings, educa-
tional seminars, product and 
software demonstrations, net-
working and social events, as 
well as a trade show with ap-
proximately 25 vendors. In 
addition, PTI will host its bian-
nual Legends of Post-
Tensioning Awards dinner.  

Sessions will cover a wide 
range of post-tensioning top-
ics including building design, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 Opportunities 

bridges, evaluation and repair, 
slab-on-ground foundations, 
construction and installation, 
and innovative technologies. 
Continuing education units 
(CEUs) will be awarded for the 
conference. Following is an 
outline of the scheduled techni-
cal sessions:  

International Forum—World-
wide Use of Post-Tensioning:  
Learn about the creative uses of 
post-tensioning from around 
the world.  Speakers from 
Europe, Asia, Australia South 
America and the Middle East are 
planned.  

Sustainability & Post-Tensioning: 
Learn how post-tensioning can 
benefit green building and the 
environment. Session will in-
clude a panel discussion of sus-
tainability considerations.   

Post-Tensioning in Infrastruc-
ture: Find out about innovative 

(Continued from page 6) 
uses of post-tensioning in 
bridges, pavements, storage 
tanks and energy projects. 

Innovative Post-Tensioning 
Building & Parking Structure 
Design: Learn about ground-
breaking post-tensioning ap-
plications, including seismic 
design and BIM.  

Construction & Installation: 
Learn about the latest in certi-
fication and specification de-
velopments as well as inven-
tive construction techniques. 
Session will conclude with a 
panel discussion of construc-
tion tolerances. 

Repair & Rehabilitation: Find 
out about the latest repair and 
rehabilitation techniques.  

Durability—Learn about corro-
sion protection and replace-
ment of stay cables, and other 
post-tensioning durability con-
siderations. 

In addition to the technical 
sessions, PTI is offering a de-
sign seminar—Analysis and 
Design of Post-Tensioned 
Buildings and Parking Struc-
tures—following the confer-
ence. The seminar is compli-
mentary to registered confer-
ence attendees (a $275 value.)  

The cost to attend the confer-
ence is $399 for PTI members 
and $449 for non-members. 
Those interested can register 
by contacting PTI or visiting 
PTI’s website at www.post-
tensioning.org.  

About the Post-Tensioning 
Institute (PTI) 

Established in 1976, PTI fo-
cuses on research projects 
directed toward development 
of specifications and design 
recommendations, publication 
of technical literature on appli-
cations of post-tensioning, 
and an annual program of 
technical seminars to dissemi-

nate information on post-
tensioning design and con-
struction technology. PTI pro-
vides research, technical de-
velopment, marketing and 
promotional activities for com-
panies engaged in post-
tensioned construction. Its 
publications are a major com-
munication system for dissemi-
nating information on post-
tensioning design and con-
struction technology.  

The Post-Tensioning Institute 
represents a community of 
businesses and professionals 
dedicated to expanding qual-
ity post-tensioning applica-
tions through research, code 
development and marketing. 
PTI is a non-profit organization 
for the advancement of post-
tensioned, pre-stressed con-
crete design and construction. 

 

 
 
Routinely recognized as one of the best places to work, 
Degenkolb Engineers is actively recruiting structural engi-
neers looking for a long-term career with a clear path to 
leadership and ownership. We encourage lifelong learn-
ing and support professional and community-based ac-
tivities. Degenkolb engineers have the opportunity to 
follow their interests and develop their own book of 
work. And when we’re not doing that, we are playing…
sometimes in one of four company cabins in Tahoe, Big 
Bear, Monterey, and Sunriver.  As renowned leaders in 
seismic and structural engineering, we offer a diverse, 
challenging mix of projects on both new and existing 
structures. Minimum requirements are an MS in Structural 
Engineering, excellent communication skills, and a desire 
to work in a challenging, collaborative environment. We 
have offices in San Francisco, Oakland, Los Angeles, San 
Diego, Portland and Seattle and are seeking engineers 
with all levels of experience. EOE 

If you’re interested in joining our award-winning firm, 
please contact: Stacy Bartoletti , 415.354.6501 

 or email your resume to recruit@degenkolb.com.  
 

For more information, please visit www.degenkolb.com.  

 Meetings/Seminars/Announcements 

Harbor Consulting  
Engineers 

Structural engineer experienced 
with hydraulic  structures in-
cluding small dams, low head 
hydro, bridges, piers, marginal 
wharfs and marine termi-
nals.  Requirements include 
Wash. State S.E. license, min. 15 
years experience and proven 
marketing success. 

Please respond with cover letter 
and resume in PDF format to: 
employment@harborengineers.com 

Structural Engineers 

 

 

 

M M I  E n g i n e e r i n g 
(MMIEngineering.com) is seek-
ing structural engineers with 
particular interest in the evalua-
tion of the reliability of struc-
tures. MMI’s focus is on hazard 
risk management for the utility, 
public infrastructure and energy 
sectors. Candidates should have 
a strong understanding of the 
performance of structures sub-
jected to extreme loads. We are 
looking for both a licensed 
Structural Engineer with 8-12 
years experience and a civil/

structural engineer with 3-5 
years experience. These posi-
tions require a Master of Sci-
ence degree or higher in civil 
and/or structural engineering. 
You will be are expected to 
work with local and national/
international staff to develop 
and perform structural risk 
assessments of individual struc-
tures and systems. These are 
flexible positions with the op-
portunity to work across the 
MMI organization. 

MMI is a young firm with 
growth potential for excep-
tional people. We have 11 
offices in the US, the UK, Ma-
laysia, and Australia. MMI is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of 
G e o s y n t e c  C o n s u l t a n t s 
(Geosyntec.com), an ENR “Top 
200” environmental and engi-
neering consulting firm with a 
staff of over 700. The positions 
are located in a south-sound 
office shared with Geosyntec, 
with the opportunity to live 
nearby in affordable housing 
with a short commute. Quali-
fied candidates should submit 
their resumes and cover letter 
with salary history via e-mail to: 

 
joinusMMIUS@mmiengineerin
g.com. 
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Committees & Chairs  
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House/Program Peter Opsahl 
Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Eng Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Philip Brazil 
Existing Buildings Peter Somers 

Professional Practices John Tawresey 
Wind Engineering Don Scott 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 
Refresher Course C. Chevy Chase 
Scholarship Bill Mooseker 
Legislation Matt Toton 

Education Joe Ferzli  
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Newsletter OPEN 
Presentations/Awards Scott Douglas 
Disaster Prep/Response  Paul Brallier 
Public Information Peter Opsahl 

Membership 

Congratulations to  

Darrell Johnson 

and 

Hans Saxer 

on their attainment of SEAW 
Life Membership. Life Mem-
bership may be requested 
after 20 years of continuous 
membership and either retir-
ing or having reached the age 
of 65.   

NEW LIFE MEMBERS! 

1. Go to www.seaw.org 
2. Log in to the member area (Default login name is your 

email address; password is your first name. 

3. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 

4. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar 
5. Follow the prompts to pay your dues online using your 

VISA or Mastercard. 
6. When your payment has been made, you will receive 

an emailed receipt. 
Forgot your Login Information?  Simply click on “Forgot 
Password” under the Member sign in area and enter your 
email address. Your information will be emailed to you. 
 

Online Dues Payment Instructions 

Equilibrium to go  
Paperless  

in May 2009 

If you are currently receiv-
ing a print copy and are 
ready to switch to elec-
tronic, please contact the 
SEAW office  today! 

Membership Applications 

Mike Armstrong 
Coughlin Porter Lundeen 
BS 1996, Seattle University 

Licensed S.E., WA 
Class: MEMBER 

Laila Sif Cohagen 
Berger/ABAM Engineers Inc 

BSCE 05 Univ. of Iceland 
MSCE 08 Univ of Washington 

Class: Associate 

Erik A. Evenson 
DCI Engineers Inc 

University of Wyoming 2007 
Class: Associate 

Jeremy Jacobs 
Engineers Northwest Inc P.S. 

BSE 2004 Calvin College 
MSE 2006 Univ of Washington 

Licensed P.E., WA 
Class: Professional Associate 

Dinesh Kumar 
Exeltech Consulting Inc 

MS 2004 University of Toledo 
Class: Associate 

Kamran Marashi 
Jacobs 

BS 1979 SDSU 
MS 1983 Univ of Washington 

Licensed S.E., WA 
Class: MEMBER 

  

SEAW Membership Dues 

 

It’s Dues collection time!   

Seattle Chapter members were emailed their 
dues invoices on January 23rd, and reminders 
went out on March 2nd. According to the 
SEAW Bylaws, annual dues are payable in ad-
vance.  This is a great time to review your mem-
bership listing and notify the SEAW office of 
any changes to your address, company, or 
membership classification.  

Chad McDonald 
Tetra Tech 

BSCE 2006 Seattle University 
Class: Associate 

 


