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February Meeting 
 

ACI hosts on 
Wednesday, February 22 

 
“Freedom Tower 

Under Construction 
In New York City” 

Performance-based seismic design (PBSD) produces structures that meet multiple performance ob-
jectives.  Special concentrically braced frames (SCBFs) are stiff, strong structures that meet PBSD 
serviceability limit states, but stable cyclic inelastic behavior is needed to satisfy PBSD life-safety and 
collapse-prevention limit states.  This requires buckling, tensile yielding, and post-buckling inelastic 
deformation of the brace.  Current SCBF design provisions attempt to ensure good inelastic per-
formance by controlling the brace slenderness and connection geometry and by providing ade-
quate connection resistance, but this approach is flawed. A research study was completed to de-
velop improved PBSD models for SCBF gusset plate connection design. More than 35 full scale SCBF 
systems were experimentally evaluated, and numerous nonlinear analyses were completed.  A pro-
posed design procedure, which balances desirable yield mechanisms in the brace and connection 
and restricts undesirable failure modes was developed.  An elliptical clearance model which devel-
ops the required connection resistance and the rotation capacity due to brace buckling also was 
developed to provide thinner, smaller gussets that enhance system performance.  This work is sum-
marized, and gusset plate connection design recommendations are presented.  Nonlinear analysis 
is performed based upon models developed from this experimental research, and the results of 
these dynamic analyses are discussed. 

Charles Roeder is a 
Professor of Civil 
Engineering at the 
University of Wash-
ington.  He has a 
BSCE from the Uni-
versity of Colorado, 
Boulder, an MSCE 
from the University 
of Illinois, Urbana/
Champaign, and a 
PhD from the Uni-

versity of California, Berkeley.  

He is a registered PE in Washington and Colo-
rado.  He has taught at the University of Wash-
ington for 34 years, and has supervised the the-
sis research of approximately 100 graduate stu-
dents.  He has nine years prior engineering ex-
perience in building construction and design of 
offshore structures.   

He has performed a wide range of research 
related to steel and composite structures, and 
has received the ASCE 2010 Earnest E. Howard 
Award, the 1984 ASCE Raymond Reese Re-
search Prize, the 1979 ASCE Croes Medal, the 
2002 Puget Sound Engineers Council Academic 
Engineer of the Year, the 2002 AISC Special 
Achievement Award, and the 2011 AISC Hig-
gins Lectureship. 

January Meeting: 
Gusset Plate Connections for Seismic Design 

Meeting Information  
This presentation is valued at 1.5 PDH 
 

Date:  Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

Place: Best Western Executive Inn 
200 Taylor Avenue North, Seattle  

  

Time: 5:00—6:00 PM Social Hour 
 6:00—6:30 PM Dinner 
 6:30—6:45 PM Welcome/Introductions 
 6:45—8:15 PM Program 

Menu: Pan Seared Chicken 

 ~OR~   

 Mediterranean Pasta  

Price: SEAW Members  $30.00 
 Non-members $35.00 
 Students* $15.00 
 Registration after 1/19, add  $5.00 
 *unemployed current members may register 
   at the student rate 

 

Reservations Required  
Reservation deadline is 5 PM Thursday, Jan. 19  

Register Online at www.seaw.org 
 

Prepayment is Requested 
Credit Cards accepted online only; not at the door. 

No-shows and cancellations after the deadline  
will be subject to full charge. A 5% fee will be ap-

plied to all credit card refunds. 
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-by Mike Bramhall 

Welcome to 2012.  Where does 
the time go? (I know, I asked in 
last month’s column.) For most 
of us, the turn of a new year is 
often a time of involuntary  
reflection on the past year.  This 
rings true for me as I look back 
on a very active 2011.  In addi-
tion to the usual events that are 
often brought into focus by the 
turning of the calendar, I also 
have the opportunity to reflect 
on a dramatic change in my 
professional career.  After 21 
years of learning and practicing 
structural engineering in a Seat-
tle-based consulting engineer-
ing company, I took a position 
at a forensic engineering com-
pany at the start of the year.  
On the surface, this type of ca-
reer move may not seem much 
of a stretch.  However, this has 
been a significant change and 
proven to be a fantastic move 
which routinely expands the 
boundaries of my knowledge. 

For many people the word 
“forensic” conjures up images of 
crime scenes and high tech labs 
that spit out critical information 
from laser printers or computer 
screens in the flash of an eye.  
The reality is that a forensic 
study of a building failure re-
quires a well-rounded under-
standing of building design and 
construction, meticulous obser-

From the Board:  The Forensic Approach to Structural Engineering 

sheathing damage one begins 
to see that the problem 
stemmed from a gap between 
the panels at the side joints.  
The gap occurred over the full 
depth of the roof panels and 
the air within this gap was 
warmed on the interior side of 
the panel, rose through the 
depth of the panel, and came in 
contact with the sheathing on 
the exterior of the panel. This 
resulted in condensation on the 
sheathing and, over time, dete-
rioration of the sheathing on 
the exterior of the panel.  From 
a structural perspective, the 
detailing of the gap between 
panels may not have been 
within the scope of the struc-
tural engineer; the reality is that 
this detail, like so many others 
in a building, can have signifi-
cant impacts to the perform-
ance, serviceability and durabil-
ity of the elements we do have 
control of.  Thus, it is important 
that we have an understanding 
of how the entire system works, 
not just our own portion, espe-
cially during design where it is 
the cheapest and easiest to 
correct. 

Observation Skills 

As structural engineers, we 
often like to think of ourselves 
as observant.  We admit to pay-
ing undue attention to the ex-
posed framing of a roof or 
bridge deck, taking note of how 
the elements may be sup-
ported, detailed and, to some 
extent, how they may be per-
forming.  In addition, our de-
sign codes contain require-
ments for observation during 
the construction of a project.  
By their nature, however, these 
types of observations are gener-
ally not very in-depth nor are 
they performed with a very 
critical eye.  For the forensic 
investigator, however, observa-
tion skills are probably the sin-
gle most important tool.  Not 
only is it imperative to observe 
and understand where every-
thing is at a scene, but the con-
dition of the elements at the 
site, as well as their relative ori-
entation and arrangement may 
be vital information when de-
termining the origin and cause 

of the failure.  I recently re-
viewed a brick chimney on a 
fifty-year-old, one-story house 
that was reported to have 
failed.  The owners indicated 
that the chimney was peeling 
away from the house and 
that this movement coin-
cided with a recent excava-
tion on the adjacent lot.  The 
presumption of cause 
seemed reasonable at first, 
but after analyzing detailed 
surface elevation data be-
tween the house and the 
edge of the excavation, 
closely observing the relation-
ship between the bricks of 
the chimney and the siding 
of the house, and examining 
the attic condition, it became 
evident that much of the 
movement that was reported 
to have occurred in the past 
year due to the proximity of 
the excavation had actually 
occurred over a much more 
extended period of time.  
While this may have been a 
long-term, existing condition, 
the principles of good obser-
vation can be applied to the 
design side of the building 
industry by careful and criti-
cal observation of plan sets 
(including other disciplines’ 
drawings), calculations, and 
field conditions. 

Interview Skills 

While observations on site 
can be crucial in determining 
what happened, eyewitness 
accounts are also important, 
as evidence may be lost or 
clouded by the failure or ac-
tivity after the failure.  The 
right questions of the right 
people can shed important 
light on the sequence of 
events.  An example of this 
was a small barn collapse we 
looked at a few months back.  
Continued on Page 4  

 

vation, and good interviewing 
skills.  These skills, however, 
need not be restricted to the 
forensic community and we 
can apply the techniques to 
improve the quality of our de-
sign products. 

Building Knowledge 

Building failure can be mani-
fested in many ways.  A floor 
may not be level, the air quality 
can be poor, the cladding can 
crack and flake off, water can 
penetrate basement walls, etc.  
In many cases, the primary 
cause of a building failure is not 
structural in nature but, if al-
lowed to progress, it will often 
escalate to damage of the struc-
tural system.  Many times, espe-
cially with light-framed wood 
construction, the initial failure 
goes unnoticed and is not even 
reported until it has progressed 
to structural damage.  When 
asked to look at a “structural 
failure” of an element of a build-
ing, it is important to keep an 
open mind about the cause of 
the failure and be educated on 
the full picture of what it takes 
to properly design and con-
struct a building.  A few months 
ago, I had an opportunity to 
attend a seminar on building 
sciences.  The presenters had a 
vast array of building failure 
examples and reveled in telling 
stories of cases where small, 
nondescript design issues 
turned into large “structural” 
failures.  One in particular was a 
structural insulated panel (SIP) 
application where the OSB on 
the exterior of the roof panels 
had suffered severe and wide-
spread deterioration to the 
point where, among other 
things, the roofing nails did not 
possess acceptable withdrawal 
values and the roofing was 
coming off even under slight 
wind load conditions.  Clearly, 
this is a failure of a structural 
element and would likely result 
in a call to a structural engineer 
to determine the cause and 
origin.  This is where a clear 
understanding of the entire 
building system comes into 
play.  It was obvious that the 
sheathing of the SIP was dete-
riorating, but upon a critical 
evaluation of the pattern of 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter  
Equi libr iu m is  pub li shed 
monthly from September 
through May and is available 
online at www.seaw.org.  

Articles, letters, and announce-
ments are accepted by e-mail to 
seaw@seaw.org.  

Advertising rates (prepaid) 
Help Wanted/Job wanted, max 
200 words, $65; Display ads: 
Quarter page, $115; Half Page, 
$150; Full Page $190. 10% dis-
count for ads running two or 
more months. Deadline is the 
20th of the month. Contact 
SEAW for an advertising order 
form.  

Except where noted, opinions 
expressed in this newsletter 
reflect those of the author and 
do not reflect or represent the 
position of SEAW. Portions of 
this newsletter may be repro-
duced provided credit is given. 



SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium Page 3 January 2012 

 

 Company Spotlight:  Dibble Engineers, Inc.  

 PROJECTS 
Dibble Engineers, Inc. (DEI) is a full-
service structural engineering firm lo-
cated on Market Street in Kirkland, 
Washington.  The firm was founded in 
Kirkland in 2001 and has grown to a 
staff of 14 people, including eight struc-
tural engineers, four structural CADD 
designers, and two support staff. 

Our office is small, but the projects vary 
widely.  Our work includes structural 
design services for small- and medium-
sized commercial buildings, and single- 
and multi-family residential buildings.  
Our favorite design challenges are devel-
oping creative solutions for challenging 
site conditions.  We have provided sup-
port for telecommunications systems 
and structures.  We also provide techni-
cal engineering analysis and expert ser-
vices in investigation and litigation work, 
and seismic evaluation and upgrades. 

DEI founder and principal, Robb Dibble, 
has been a member of SEAW since 
1997.  He is a graduate of the University 
of Washington and was a four-year 
member of the Husky football team.  
Robb’s enthusiasm and pride in the Seat-
tle region and its quality structural engi-
neering frames the spirit of DEI’s office 
character. 

Engineers Travis Colliander, Juleen 
Rogness, Bryan Baldwin, Melissa White, 
Clint Nelson, and Robert Cruz are also 
members of SEAW.  DEI encourages 
continued growth, education, and in-
volvement in our practice of structural 
engineering. 

 

Dibble Engineers, Inc. 
1029 Market Street 

Kirkland, WA   98033 
Phone  425/828-4200 

Fax  425/827-6131 
www.dibbleengineers.com 

 

Edmonds Way Apartments 
Edmonds, Washington 
Edmonds Way Apartments is a two-building 
mixed-use project in Edmonds, Washington.   
It is four stories above ground, with a parking 
structure and commercial units at ground 
level, and 73 two- and three-story residential 
apartment units above.  The structure includes 
a slab on grade, a post-tensioned slab at the 
second floor, and three stories of wood con-
struction.  An unusual geometry and the shor-
ing requirements of the small site created in-
teresting challenges for our engineering and 
drafting staff. 

Cale Ash, SEAW Member since 
2005, is our Company Spotlight  
Coordinator. If you would like to see 
your  company in the spotlight, e-
mail Cale at  cash@degenkolb.com.  

Puget Sound Energy Bellevue  
Office Addition, Bellevue,  
Washington 
The Puget Sound Energy Building in 
Bellevue, Washington, is a LEED Gold 
Certified two-story office building.  In 
2007, Puget Sound Energy hired Dibble 
Engineers to build a new two-story 
office building to replace an existing 
one-story office building from the 
1950s.  The new building is a CMU and 
steel moment-frame structure built adja-
cent to another existing PSE building.  

The challenges included meeting all of the requirements of the 
LEED Gold standard, construction access issues, and a heavy 

Forensic Investigation of Queen 
Anne High School, Seattle,  
Washington 
The Queen Anne High School building was 
built in 1908 and converted from a public 
school building to a residential apartment 
building in 1986.  The brick building with terra 
cotta façade elements has since been con-
verted to condominiums.  In 2010, on behalf 
of the developer legacy partner, DEI per-
formed forensic investigation of the brick and 
mortar conditions and the fractured and fail-
ing terra cotta elements.  Our work included 
expert witness services and development of a 
coordinated scope of repair. 

-Image courtesy of DEI  

-Image courtesy of DEI  

-Image courtesy of DEI  
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 YMF Corner 

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides 
networking and social opportunities to SEAW mem-
bers 35 and under, as well as new non-member engi-
neers and students. All SEAW members are welcome 
to participate in YMF functions. 

Upcoming YMF Events 
 

Jan 10 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM 
 Dragonfish, Downtown Seattle 

Jan 14 YEPPS Winter Social 4:30 PM 
 Pyramid Alehouse, 1st Avenue S. 

Jan 25 Happy Hour, 5:OO PM 
 520 Bar & Grill, Bellevue  
 (Please note: Date has changed) 

Feb 11 PSEC Engineering Fair  
 Museum of Flight, Seattle  
 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Feb 15 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM 
 Urbane, Downtown Seattle 

March 13 Happy Hour, 5:00 PM 
 Jasmine, Downtown Seattle 
    

Social Representative: 
Anna Troeh 
atroeh@gmail.com 

Past Chair:  
Dan Yeager 
dyeager@dci-engineers.com 

YMF Leadership 

Outreach Representative: 
Eric Pope 

pope.eric.w@gmail.com 

President:  
Natalie Low 
gnatann@gmail.com 

Vice President: 
Jennifer Ahlport 
Jahlport@degenkolb.com 

Continued from Page 2 

The owner had been doing 
some remodel work and was 
placing a concrete slab on 
grade.  As the concrete truck 
pulled away from the building, 
the building collapsed, falling 
towards the departing truck.  
The owner claimed the truck 
had snagged the building and 
pulled it down while driving 
away.  Interviews with the 
owner revealed that the origi-
nal lateral-force-resisting sys-
tem had been substantially 
altered as part of the remodel 
effort, that bracing had been 
installed on only one side of 
the building (the side opposite 
the concrete truck), and that a 
structural engineer had not 
been retained to advise on the 
remodeling efforts.  Addition-
ally, an interview with the con-
crete truck driver revealed that 
prior to initiating discharge of 
the concrete he had specifically 

checked the clearance of the 
truck to the existing building 
and that there was no part of 
the truck in contact with the 
building.  These two inter-
views were instrumental in 
determining the real cause of 
the collapse; the building was 
made unstable by the altera-
tions to the lateral-force-
resisting system and had 
shifted significantly toward 
the truck during discharge of 
the concrete.  At that point, 
the truck had become a but-
tress for the building and 
when it drove away, the 
building was unstable and 
collapsed.  The principles of 
good interviewing (active 
listening and asking the ap-
propriate questions) are easily 
translated to the design side 
with interaction between 
other team members, clients, 
contractors, building officials, 
and others.  

 From the Board Cont. 

 

Engineering is the practice of safe 
and economic application  

of the scientific laws governing the 
forces and materials of nature by 

means of organization, design, and  
construction, for the general  

benefit of mankind.  

S. E. Lindsay, 1920 

Happy New Year! 

2011 has been a great year.  
We introduced summer happy 
hours and offered a number of 
happy hours outside of down-
town to make them accessible 
to more young engineers.  At 
the end of summer we held our 
annual summer picnic at 
Golden Gardens.  We toured 
the Nucor Steel Mill and helped 
build homes with Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Here’s a quick look at some of 
our upcoming events for 2012: 

This January, SEAW will be co-
hosting the fourth annual 
Young Engineering Profession-
als of Puget Sound (YEPPS) Win-
ter Social at Pyramid Alehouse 
and Brewery in downtown 
Seattle.  This event will feature 
short presentations highlight-
ing top innovations across vari-
ous disciplines of engineering 
and science.  After the talks, 
there will be networking over 
beer and pizza.  To see a list of 
participating societies or to reg-
ister for this event, please go to: 
http://pugetsound.aiche.org/
YEPPS 

In February we will once again 
be manning a booth at the En-
gineering Fair hosted by the 
Puget Sound Engineering 
Council at the Museum of 
Flight.  This is our opportunity 
to get students from kindergar-
ten through 12th grade excited 
about structural engineering.   
If you have any ideas or would 
like to help with the fair, please 
contact me at 
gnatann@gmail.com. 

ASCE’s 38th annual Pacific 
Northwest Regional Confer-
ence (PNWRC) will be held here 
in Seattle April 26 – 28.  This 
event is being co-hosted by 
Seattle University and the Uni-
versity of Washington.  The 
conference draws students 
from around the region to com-
pete in the Steel Bridge and 
Concrete Canoe competitions.  
For more information or to 
make a contribution, please 
contact Fundraising Co-Chairs 
Fawm Saefong tinys-
fong2000@yahoo.com or 
Sherry Kim kimsherr@uw.edu. 

-Natalie Low, YMF President 
gnatann@gmail.com 
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In Memoriam 

and master's degrees in civil 
engineering. In World War II, he 
fought with the Army's 100th 
infantry in the European Thea-
ter and was decorated with a 
Purple Heart and a Bronze Star. 

He later went to Hong Kong 
and met Winifred (Winnie) 
Chung, to whom he was mar-
ried for 64 years. 

He joined the consulting engi-
neering firm Cary & Kramer — 
later renamed Kramer, Chin & 
Mayo — eventually becoming 
the firm's president, chief execu-
tive officer and chairman of the 
board. 

The Seattle Aquarium and the 
West Seattle high-rise bridge 
are two of their designs. 

"He was very proud of the work 
his company did," said his 
daughter Candace Chin. Family 
vacations often revolved 

Ark Chin 

Ark Chin was 10 when he left 
his village in China, bound for 
the United States where he 
became a helper in his father's 
Aberdeen restaurant. A 
teacher there encouraged him 
to speak English, study, and 
join in class activities. 

Over the years, Mr. Chin would 
pass along his own brand of 
encouragement to scores of 
others and become a model of 
philanthropy — building an 

orphanage in China and roads 
in his native village, starting the 
Kin On Nursing Home for Chi-
nese elderly in Seattle, and 
funding scholarships at West-
ern Washington University and 
the University of Washington. 

Mr. Chin — a businessman, for-
mer UW regent and commu-
nity leader — died unexpect-
edly November 13 in the Bea-
con Hill house he built. It was 
the home where he and his 
wife, Winnie, raised six children 
and welcomed 16 grandchil-
dren and one great-grandchild 
over dinners, family reunions, 
and frequent games of mah-
jongg. 

He was 87 years old. 

Mr. Chin graduated from 
Weatherwax High School in 
Aberdeen and went on to the 
University of Washington, 
where he earned bachelor's 

around visiting dams, fish 
hatcheries, or other engineer-
ing feats.  

Among his many professional 
accolades, Mr. Chin was chosen 
as Engineer of the Year by the 
American Council of Engineer-
ing Companies in 1987 and 
First Citizen of Seattle by the 
city of Seattle in 1989. He re-
ceived the Outstanding Alumni 
Achievement Award from the 
UW College of Engineering in 
1992. 

He was chairman and trustee 
on the Western Washington 
University Board of Regents 
from 1974-1980 and also 
served on the UW Board of 
Regents from 1998-2004. He 
served as president of the UW 
board from 2001-2002 and was 
a Life Member of SEAW. 

 

Brian Trapp 

September 1962- December 
2011 

Beloved son, brother, uncle, 
and friend. Preceded in death 
by his father Gary Trapp. Sur-
vived by his mother, Carol 
Trapp, sister, Cathy Olson 
(Randy), niece Katie, cousins 
and many friends.  

Growing up, Brian was always 
interested in construction, and 
knew at a very early age he 
would be an engineer. 

He was very active in Boy 
Scouts and earned the rank of 
Eagle in his Sophomore year. 
Scouting introduced him to 

hiking and camping. By the 
time he was a Junior in high 
school he had hiked across the 
Olympic Mountains twice. 

Brian graduated from Lake 
Washington High School in 
1980 and went to the Univer-
sity of Washington and gradu-
ated in 1984 with a Civil Engi-
neering degree. He worked for 
two years and decided to go 
back to the University of Wash-
ington and get his Masters 
Degree. He loved the chal-
lenges in being involved in 
building various types of build-
ings. He was most recently 
employed with SNC-Lavalin 
working on the construction of 
power plants. 

Brian joined SEAW in 1987, 
and served as Refresher Course 
chair for four years in the 
1990s. 

Friends are invited to share 
memories and sign the on-line 
guest book at 
www.bartonfuneral.com. 



SEAW Seattle Chapter Equilibrium Page 6 January 2012 

 

Wishing you peace and prosperity in 2012! 

Committee News 

(commonly at the county level, 
though at the city level for 
some jurisdictions, and ulti-
mately also under the state’s 
oversight),  WABO encourages 
interested private sector per-
sonnel to obtain the WABO 
credential and to contact the 
emergency management 
agency(s) in the jurisdictions 
they anticipate working in to 
determine the most efficient 
way of becoming a registered 
emergency worker.   

Typically, registered volunteer 
emergency workers are cov-
ered for liability purposes un-
der state law, however if pay-
ment is contemplated, liability 
typically becomes a function of 
a contractual relationship.   

“In all cases, the WABO creden-
tial is intended to provide 
ready evidence of qualifications 
to assist the affected jurisdic-
tion in determining an indi-
viduals’ qualifications and com-
petency to perform the needed 
work.  This expedites the per-
formance of safety inspections 
enabling the jurisdiction to 
provide adequate shelter to the 
population whether in their 
own home or some other safe 
facility in the short term.  In the 
longer term it provides re-
sources necessary to speed the 
recovery process by expediting 
restoration of economic infra-
structure and  normalcy to the 
community in general." 

The WABO credentials come 
with a $25 registration fee to 
administer the registration da-
tabase.  This is a small and nec-
essary expense to maintain the 

database, and as Chairman 
of the SEAW Disaster Prepar-
edness and Response Com-
mittee, I am glad that WABO 
is willing to take on this ef-
fort. 

In addition to our WABO's 
efforts, the State of California 
has a regional database of 
volunteer emergency work-
ers.  The SEAW Disaster Pre-
paredness and Response 
Committee is considering 
updating our ATC-20 train-
ing to make it consistent 
with the CAL-EMA creden-
tialed program.  This will 
allow volunteer emergency 
workers to be called on and 
available to respond to disas-
ters in California and other 
western states.   

WABO already has a num-
ber of members who are 
CAL-EMA credentialed and 
they have been talking with 
CAL-EMA about developing 
a reciprocal relationship to 
assist each other under 
EMAC deployments.  WABO 
has also discussed reaching 
out to other states in the 
same manner and have 
been talking with Terry Egan 
at WA EMD who is inter-
ested in taking the program 
to the National Emergency 
Management Association to 
use as a model for a national 
EMAC system.  More to 
come on that later.  

Thanks to all and I hope you 
have a great New Year! 

Paul Brallier, Co-Chairman 
SEAW/AIA Disaster Prepar-
edness and Response Com-
mittee. 

Happy New Year 
from the Joint SEAW/
AIA Disaster Prepar-
edness and Response 
Committee! 
-By Paul Brallier 

Is your family prepared to be 
on its own during the first 
days after a major earth-
quake?  Please be 
ready!  Your community will 
need your assistance almost 
immediately after a major 
seismic event.  To facilitate 
our local agencies’ ability to 
respond there have been 
recent developments in 
Washington State 
law.  Through the deter-
mined efforts of WABO, the 
Legislature has passed a 
statewide Building Safety 
Mutual Aid Act.  In response 
to this new law, WABO has 
begun a new registration 
program to register Building 
Safety Emergency Respond-
ers.   

WABO has recently posted 
information at http://
www.wabo.org/emergency-
management regarding the 
Building Safety Mutual Aid 
System, including a creden-
tialing/registration system 
authorized by state law. 

Dick Bower, Chairman of the 
WABO Emergency Response 
Committee, explains the 
Building Safety Mutual Aid 
act: 

"The Act establishes a mutual 
aid system that allows gov-
ernment agencies to share 
resources for safety assess-

ments and permit and inspec-
tion surges related to 
“building safety emergencies” 
as defined in the act.  This is a 
hybrid definition, which de-
fines a “building safety emer-
gency” as any unplanned 
event that renders a jurisdic-
tion’s building department 
incapable of performing its 
essential services.  

“With regard to the creden-
tialing and private sector ele-
ment, because the act was 
placed in RCW 24 which re-
lates to non-profit corpora-
tions, WABO accepted the 
responsibility for establishing 
a credentialing program for 
‘building safety responders” 
that includes both public and 
private sector resources.  The 
intent of the credentialing 
program is to reduce the reac-
tion time required to mobilize 
a cadre of appropriately 
trained people capable of 
assisting affected communi-
ties in times of need.   

While jurisdictional employees 
can respond and have liability 
protections under the Act, the 
liability of private sector re-
sponders will come from the 
existing provisions under 
RCW 38 for registered emer-
gency workers.   

The WABO credential pro-
vides a responder with handy 
evidence of qualifications 
which can be used in the 
emergency worker registra-
tion process.  Because the 
emergency management 
function is provided for differ-
ently in various jurisdictions 
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Track your SEAW Activities 
Need to track your Professional Development 
hours?  Trying to remember which SEAW Seminars/
meetings you’ve attended? 

You can find it online in your membership record!  
Just go to www.seaw.org, Log in to the Members 
Only area (see directions at right) and click on “My 
Membership”, then “Event History” in the sub 
menu bar.  Meetings and seminars you’ve regis-
tered for since  we went online in 2006 will display. 
Technical programs at SEAW dinner meetings—for 
which we do not issue certificates—are valued at 1 
PDH. 

Seattle Revit Structure 
User Group 

To start off the New Year, the 
Seattle Revit Structure User 
Group will have Kyle Apple-
bury (Coughlin Porter Lun-
deen) present on a current 
renovation project at South 
Puget Sound Community Col-
lege, which once complete will 
transform a previous industrial 
art building into their new stu-
dent union building. He will 
share his insight on a few fea-
tures within Revit structure that 
helped the Teams prepare their 
Construction documents. Some 
of these features include demo-
lition, phasing, and modeling 
of tapered section. Please bring 
your lunch and questions. 

What: Seattle Revit Structure 
User Group Meeting 

When: Tuesday January 17, 
2012 at Noon 

Where: 413 Pine Street, Suite 
300 (new location)  War Room 
Conference room at the 
Coughlin Porter Lundeen  
office, 

To RSVP or for questions please 
contact Irina Wong at 
iwong@degenkolb.com 

 

ASCE’s Pacific Northwest 
Regional Conference 
(PNWRC) 

Engineering students from 
around the region participate 
in this annual event, which 
features various presentations 
and competitions, most nota-
bly, the Steel Bridge and Con-
crete Canoe competitions.  The 
38th annual conference will be 
held April 26 to 28, 2012, here 
in Seattle and co-hosted by 
both Seattle University and the 
University of Washington.   
Winners of this competition 
then go on to compete at the 
National Conference, which 
will be held June 14 to 16, 
2012 at the University of Ne-
vada, Reno. 

ence. Client management 
and excellent communica-
tion skills are highly desir-
able. Salary DOE. Excellent 
benefits. Send resumes to 
1819 East Springfield, Spo-
kane, WA 99202. Attention: 
Nima. No calls.  

Currently, UW and SU are in 
fundraising mode for the 
event.  Their projected costs 
are around $60,000, which will 
cover facility rentals, equip-
ment, food, awards, and vari-
ous other necessities.  Sponsor-
ship offers companies a great 
opportunity to gain exposure 
to students, as contributions 
are acknowledged through 
various means of marketing 
based on contribution level.  
For more information or to 
make a contribution, please 
contact Fundraising Co-Chairs 
Fawm Saefong tinys-
fong2000@yahoo.com or 
Sherry Kim kimsherr@uw.edu. 

Judges and volunteers will also 
be needed for the conference.  
If you’re interested in helping 
out, please contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Amanda Neice at 
amanda.neice@gmail.com  or 
Judges Coordinator Nina Mao 
ninamqx@gmail.com. 

 

ASCE Sixth Forensic Engi-
neering Congress 

ASCE’s Technical Council on 
Forensic Engineering is prepar-
ing the 6th Forensic Engineer-
ing Congress; it will take place 
from October 31 through No-
vember 3, 2012, in San Fran-
cisco, California, at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in the Embarca-
dero area. 

Washington’s structural and 
civil engineers are encouraged 
to attend the Congress and to 
consider contributing a paper.   

Please visit the Congress web-
site at the following link: 

http://content.asce.org/
conferences/forensics2012/
index.html 

The deadline for abstracts is 
January 18, 2012 and the draft 
paper deadline is April 25, 
2012. 

 

Help Wanted 
Womer & Associates is look-
ing to hire a senior level li-
censed Structural Engineer. 
Must have minimum of 5 
years of engineering, project 
management and/or depart-
ment management experi-

Three firms. 
Three partners. 

 
Marjorie Lund 

Michael Wright 
Peter Opsahl 

 
 

One new company. 
Coming soon to a project near you. 

 
 

1201 1st Avenue South, Suite 310 
Seattle, Washington  98134 

Ph. 206.713.3367  

Email:  info@lwo-se.com 
 

 Meetings, Seminars  Opportunities 
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Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs 

House/Program Peter Opsahl 
Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen 
Membership Cheryl Burwell 
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig 
Presentations/Awards Howard Burton 
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston 
Governance Howard Burton 
Committee Oversight open 
YMF Natalie Low 
 

Scholarship Bill Mooseker 
Legislation open 
Education Mike Wright (interim)  
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Disaster Prep/Response  Paul Brallier 
Public Information Cale Ash 
Sustainability Marjorie Lund 
Snow Load John Tate 
SEAW Historian Don Northey 

Expired Memberships  

 

 JANUARY, 2012 
 

 **********  2012 Dues Statements Go Out 
 
 Tuesday 10th  YMF Happy Hour, 5:00 PM 
   Dragonfish, Seattle 
 
 Saturday 14th YMF YEPPS Winter Social  4:30 PM 
   Pyramid Alehouse, 1st Avenue South  
 
 Friday 20th  February Newsletter Deadline 
   From the Board-Ted Smith 
 
 Tuesday 24th Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting  
   Election of Nominating Committee 
  
 Wed 25th YMF Happy Hour, 5:00 PM 
   520 Bar & Grill, Bellevue  
     
 Friday  27th Seattle Chapter & State Board Meeting 
   Chapter financial reports to State Due 
 
 FEBRUARY, 2012 
 

 Fri-Sat 10-11  NCSEA Winter Institute-New Orleans
  
 Saturday 11th PSEC Engineers Fair, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
 Wed 15th YMF Happy Hour, 5:00 PM 
   Urbane, Downtown Seattle 
 
 Saturday 18th PSEC Awards Banquet 
 
 **********  Engineer’s Week 
 
 Monday  20th  Nominating Committee Deadline 
 
 Monday 20th March Newsletter Deadline 
   From the Board-Cale Ash 
 
 Wed 22nd SEAW/ACI Dinner Meeting  
   ACI hosts joint dinner meeting  
   “Freedom Tower NYC” 
 
 Saturday 25th PSEC Engineer’s Banquet 
   Seattle Chapter reimburses two tickets 
   each for Chapter President & VP 
 
 Tuesday 28th Seattle Chapter Board Meeting 
   Noon Meeting 

SEAW Calendar 

Statewide Committees & Chairs 

Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Engineering Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Scott Beard 
Existing Buildings Peter Somers 
Professional Practices John Tawresey 
Wind Engineering open 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 

For Committee contact information, visit www.seaw.org and click the Committee page 

Membership 

Dues are Invoiced in January 
Watch your email for your dues invoice! 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAYING YOUR DUES ONLINE: 

1. Go to www.seaw.org and Log in to the member area 
(Default login name is your email address; password is 
your first name. 

2. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 
3. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar 

to see if there is an outstanding invoice.  
4. Select the invoice and Follow the prompts to pay your 

dues online using your VISA or Mastercard. 
5. When your payment has been made, you will receive an 

automated receipt by email. 
 

SEAW Dues are payable in advance,  
and are due upon invoice receipt.  

If you are unable to pay your dues and wish to request a leave 
of absence, please email the office at seaw@seaw.org.  

Josh Brown 
James Chen 
Richard Dethlefs 
Hien Duong 
Kerry Everton 
Michael Neale Huggins 
Robert McNiesh 
Joshua Nelson 

Leilani OConnor 
Christi Schwend 
Kathrina Simonen 
James Stephens 
Matt Toton 
Andy Tu 
Hayden Watson  

Applications Accepted 
 

Hans-Erik Blomgren, Member SE 

Kyle Holman, Associate 

Kenneth A. Kvalheim, Member PE 

James Mahoney, Associate 
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