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March Meeting: 
We host ASCE on 

March 23rd  
with a program by  
Mark Pierepiekarz  

on his recent trip to  
earthquake-ravaged 

Haiti 

Date:  Wednesday, February 24, 2010  

Place: McCormick & Schmick’s Harborside 
 1200 Westlake Ave N, Seattle 

Time: 5:30—6:15 PM Registration/Networking 
 6:30—8:30 PM Dinner and Program 

Cost:  $40.00 SEAW/ACI Members 
 $50.00 ACI Member Guests 
 $55.00 Non-Members 
 $  5.00 Students 

Menu:  Choose between Seafood Alfredo  
 or Three Cheese Ravioli  

RSVP:  Register through ACI for this event: 
 Please RSVP by email to 
                       spatterson@washingtonconcrete.org 

 or Fax to 206.878.6282  
 include names and menu choice 

Reservation Deadline: Thursday, January 21, 2010 
 
No shows and cancellations after reservation dead-
line will be billed. 

 
 

ACI hosts this year’s joint meeting with a 
program on the Hoover Dam Bypass, pre-
sented by David Goodyear, PE, SE, PEng, of 
T.Y. Lin International.The new Colorado 
River Bridge at Hoover Dam is a North 
American record 1060 foot concrete arch 
bridge.  The bridge is part of a larger high-
way project to remove regular US93 traffic 
from the top of Hoover Dam.  The project is 
nearing completion, with current work on 
the roadway deck scheduled for completion 
this summer.  The presentation will review 
the design development process and the 
unique features of design and construction 
associated with building a high arch of this 
scale.  Project background may be found on 
the Bypass web site,                          
http://www.hooverdambypass.org/ 

David Goodyear is Senior Vice President for 
T. Y. Lin International.  He was the Chief 
Bridge Engineer for design of the Hoover 
Dam Bypass Colorado River Bridge.  David 
was formerly a Senior Engineer with Arvid 
Grant and Associates in Olympia, and later 
managed his own engineering practice, 
DGES Consulting Engineers.  DGES became 
part of T. Y. Lin International in 1995.  His 
office in Olympia develops bridge design 
work for clients across North America, with 
a special focus on arch and cable-stayed 
bridges.  David was a charter member of the 
PTI Committee on Segmental Concrete 
Bridges that authored the current Guide 
Specification for Segmental Bridges, and is 
the Chairman of the PTI Committee on Ca-
ble-Stayed Bridges.  David has been a mem-
ber of SEAW since 1982, and was Statewide 
President of SEAW in 1990.  

Joint ACI/SEAW Meeting: Hoover Dam Bypass 

Meeting Information: 
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. . . reasons for you to  
join or become more  
active in SEAW. 
 

10)  Great way to meet possible 
future employees. 

9)  Great way to meet possible 
future employers. 

8)  Cocktail hour before meet-
ings (or mini-seminars if 
you’re so inclined). 

7)  A way to get to know some 
building officials without 
having to get past the peo-
ple with the checklists at 
the front desks. 

6)  Develop a network of other 
smart engineers who you 
can call when that code 
equation just doesn’t make 
sense to you.  One of you 
may be smart enough to 
think of checking the 12 
pages of addenda to find 
that there was a typo in the 
1st and 2nd editions. 

5)  An opportunity to have 
some control over the 
codes that drive us crazy.  
Get to work on the code 
related committees and 
someday you may get to 
travel to exotic places to 
spend long days in big 
rooms battling over code 
issues.  SEAW will pick up 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter Equi-
librium is published monthly 
from September through May 
and is available online at 
www.seaw.org.  
Articles, letters, and announce-
ments are accepted by e-mail to 
seaw@seaw.org.  
Advertising rates (prepaid) 
Help Wanted/Job wanted, max 
200 words, $65; Display ads: 
Quarter page, $115; Half Page, 
$150; Full Page $190. 10% dis-
count for ads running two or 
more months. Deadline is the 
fourth Friday of the month. Con-
tact SEAW for an advertising 
order form.  
Except where noted, opinions 
expressed in this newsletter 
reflect those of the author and 
do not reflect or represent the 
position of SEAW. Portions of 
this newsletter may be repro-
duced provided credit is given. 

FROM THE BOARD: Treasurer’s Top Ten . . . 

the tab for plane fare and 
motels.  And you get to 
rack up the airline miles.  
Or you choose one of the 
other less exotic commit-
tees.  See the website for 
a list of committees and 
contacts. 

4)  If you get a chance, get 
involved in the exam writ-
ing or grading process. 
It’s amazing how much 
you can learn going over 
a problem with a dozen 
other engineers trying to 
find all the correct and 
incorrect solutions that a 
candidate might try, 
reaching agreement 
about what aspects of the 
solution are most impor-
tant, then evaluating 30 
or so candidates’ solution 
attempts. 

3)  A chance to hang out 
(see photo) with people 
who may understand 
your jokes.  I think we’ve 
got a conference sched-
uled at Whistler, next 
October.  Fun place! 

2)  Seminars, seminars, semi-
nars!  More relevant 
(IMHO) and maybe 1/3 
the cost of the national 
seminars.  Thanks again 
to the heroes who de-
velop and present our 
seminars! 

1) Get to know the treas-
urer.  But watch out, 
some day he, or the cur-
rent president, may call 
asking to take you to 
lunch. Eventually the old 
treasurer will want to 
retire and, if you play 
your cards right, they’ll 
want you to take over the 
position.  It’s a really fun 
job where you get to 
hound members to pay 
their dues.  Lynnell does 
all the work; the treasurer 
gets the credit.  By the 
way, invoices are out and 
payment is due.  You can 

go to seaw.org to pay 
online or print an invoice 
to mail in with your 
check.  The elections are 
coming up, and only 
members “in good stand-
ing” are eligible to vote.  I 
think that means dues 
paid members.  So…PAY 
YOUR DUES!… 

Intrepid  Treasurer Ted Smith 
is a  thirty-three year member 
of SEAW, and a principal of 
Smith & Huston Inc.  He can 
be reached at 
smith@smithhustoninc.com  
Lynnell says retirement is not 
in his immediate future. 

 SEAW Dues Invoices Have Been Emailed! 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAYING YOUR DUES ONLINE: 

1. Go to www.seaw.org 
2. Log in to the member area (Default login name is your 

email address; password is your first name. 

3. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 
4. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar 

to see if there is an outstanding invoice.  
5. Select the invoice and Follow the prompts to pay your 

dues online using your VISA or Mastercard. 
6. When your payment has been made, you will receive 

an automated receipt by email. 
Forgot your Login Information?  Simply click on “Forgot 
Password” under the Member sign in area and enter your 
email address. Your information will be emailed to you. 

Please pay your dues 
online or send your 
check to 

SEAW 
PO Box 44 
Olympia WA 98507 

 

At press time,  
almost 200 Members  
have paid their  
2010 dues. 

Have You? 

Treasurer Ted Smith, hanging out at Whistler last summer 
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 PROJECTS 
 

Company Spotlight: 

CG Engineering PLLC 

Cale Ash, SEAW Member since 2005, is our Com-
pany Spotlight Coordinator. If you would like to 
see your company in the spotlight, e-mail  him at  
cash@degenkolb.com. 

CG Engineering is a civil and structural engi-
neering firm providing design and consulting 
services for architects, owners and developers 
since 1997. Located in Edmonds, Washington 
CG Engineering is a small business with 15 
employees.  

As principals of CG Engineering, Chevy Chase 
and Greg Guillen emphasize the importance 
of retaining a professional, well educated staff. 
We strive for excellence in design using state-
of-the-art engineering technology, meeting 
our client’s goals with responsive project man-
agement and quality control, with a commit-
ment to meeting our client’s schedule.  

Our structural engineering projects have con-
sisted of schools, churches, office, retail and 
industrial buildings, single and multifamily 
housing. Our public works experience in-
cludes buildings, piers, retaining walls and 
shoring systems. We work in the telecommuni-
cation industry providing the design of data 
centers, central offices and wireless installa-
tions on roof tops, towers and water tanks. 

Our civil engineering design consists of gov-
ernmental, private and commercial develop-
ment, including site development, short plats, 
subdivisions, drainage systems, street improve-
ments and other associated tasks. We offer 
more than 30 years of experience working 
with city, county and state agencies.  

Our firm is licensed in ten western states. CG 
Engineering is comprised of experienced struc-
tural and civil engineers, designers, AutoCAD 
drafters and office support staff. 

Chevy Chase has served as the Chairman of 
the SEAW Refresher Course for the past six 
years. CG Engineering supports SEAW 
through our employee’s memberships and 
participation in the educational programs. 

Current SEAW members include: 
 

C. Chevy Chase, PE, SE 
Greg Guillen, PE, SE 

Chris Bernards, PE, SE, LEED AP 
Carolyn Jewett, PE, SE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CG Engineering PLLC 
Ph 425.778.8500                Fax 425.778.8500 

www.cgengineering.com 

5th & Walnut Mixed Use  
– Edmonds WA 
CG Engineering provided civil and struc-
tural design services for this 4-story 
mixed use building with 1 story of be-
low grade parking and 3 stories of retail 
and residential above.  The parking level 
and retail floor are constructed of con-
crete post-tensioned slabs, concrete 
columns and walls, and a slab-on-grade 
floor.  Spread footing foundations were 
planned.  The upper two residential 
floors are of wood frame construction, 
utilizing plywood shear walls for seismic/wind resistance.  Shoring was required on 
four sides of the excavation utilizing cantilevered soldier piles with an exposed 
height of 18 feet.  The exterior walls featured architectural brick veneer extending 
from slab to roof. 

Mercedes Benz of Lynnwood – Lynnwood WA 

Structural and civil engineer-
ing services were provided 
for a new Mercedes Benz 
dealership. The building will 
be a one-story, 42,000 square 
foot showroom, service area 
and mezzanine. The show-
room area is a 35 foot tall 
steel framed structure with 
moment frames for lateral 
resistance and a metal deck 
roof. The site is approximately 
3.5 acres and has a critical 
area in the south west por-
tion of the property.  To mini-

mize the size and cost of the vault, rain gardens were designed to account for sig-
nificant portions of the site runoff. CG Engineering also provided the layout for the 
on-site sewer and water utilities to the building. 

Potala Village —
Everett WA 
CG Engineering provided struc-
tural engineering design and 
civil site development for this 5-
story mixed use building that 
features 108 apartment units 
over commercial / restaurant 
use located in downtown 
Everett.  Our staff designed the 
relocation of overhead power 
and communication facilities 
and coordinated with four pro-
viders of underground conduits 
and vaults to service the new 
project and neighborhood.  Water, sewer, electrical, and communication utilities 
were relocated to allow for the construction of the new building.   

Image courtesy of CG Engineering 

Rendering courtesy of Marcatects 
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 Meeting Recap 

By Jessica Jenness 

January’s dinner meeting fea-
tured a presentation by Jeremy 
Johnson from Jacobs Associates 
about the Brightwater Wastewa-
ter Treatment System. The system 
is comprised of a treatment plant, 
currently under construction in 
Woodinville, and new convey-
ance tunnels with an outfall to 
the Puget Sound. 

Jeremy’s presentation was about 
the conveyance tunnels. Approxi-
mately 13 miles in length, the 
tunnels are split into 3 different 
contracts: the east, central and 
west. The soil types encountered 
in the tunneling process com-
prised of sand, gravel and stiff 
clay, typically glacially overridden 
and dense. 

Since joining Jacobs Associates in 
2003 Jeremy’s work has focused 
on the east contract tunnel, also 
known as BT-1. The tunnel be-
gins at the North Creek Con-
necter, a 2 1/2 acre site in Bothell 
where two shafts were exca-
vated. The first shaft is an influent 
structure (IS) 74’ deep with a 74’ 
inside diameter for launching the 
tunnel boring machine. The sec-
ond is a peanut shaped influent 
pump station (IPS) 83’ deep with 
twin 83’ inside diameter shafts. 
The contractor elected to use a 
clamshell (versus a hydromill) to 
create 4’ wide x 9’ long slurry 
wall panels. Panels in the IS shaft 
are 130’ deep and in the IPS shaft 
160’ deep. Reinforcing for these 
panels consisted of #11 vertical 
bars and #9 and #10 horizontal 
bars. The reinforcing was placed 
in 2 cage sections in the IS shaft, 
and 3 cage sections in the IPS 
shaft, and utilized #11 Lenton 
couplers to connect cages. Nine 
inches of concrete cover is pro-
vided over the reinforcement so 
no reinforcement is exposed dur-
ing excavation. Additionally, as 
the IPS shaft was excavated, the 
center wall was demolished and 
replaced with 3 horizontal, CIP 
concrete struts. After excavation, 
the shaft receives a 3’ CIP con-
crete liner. The liner is designed 
to resist groundwater and earth-
quake loads while the slurry walls 
are designed to resist soil pres-
sure loads.  

Soil conditions around the site 
prohibited the contractor from 
dewatering during excavation to 
prevent settlement. However, 
even with groundwater within 
3’-5’ of the surface, the contrac-
tor excavated a dry shaft to 
about 80’. Each shaft is finished 
with an inverted slab at the 
base. The slab is connected to 
the slurry walls using formsavers, 
friction, and a shear key. The IS 
shaft has a 2-way slab with #14 
bars at 12” OC each way while 
the IPS shaft has two 1-way slabs 
(parallel to the center wall) with 
#18 bars at 12” OC north/south 
and #14 bars at 12” OC east-
west. Jeremy noted that his 
sense of rebar size is skewed 
after working on this project, 
saying “a #5 bar is a toy” com-
pared to the #11, 14, and 18 
bars. 

Tunnel BT-1 is 13,900’ long and 
has a 16’-8” minimum inside 
diameter. The tunnel design 
specified a minimum diameter to 
allow the contractor leeway, but 
in the end the contractor chose 
to bore the smallest diameter 
tunnel possible. The tunnel was 
created using an Earth Pressure 
Balance Machine (EPBM). After 
mining, the tunnel was lined 
with precast concrete panels, 5-6 
segments forming a ring. The 
panels did not contain any tradi-
tional reinforcement but instead 
include steel fibers. Circumferen-
tial panel joints were connected 
with dowels and longitudinal 
joints with bolts. The full circum-
ference contained a gasket to 
create a seal between rings. 
Since the tunnel boring machine 
(selected by the contractor) de-
termines the final concrete de-
sign Jacob’s provided a 50% 
design and the final concrete 
design is finished by the contrac-
tor. 

In its final condition, the tunnel 
contains four pipes and is back-
filled with cellular concrete hav-
ing a density of approximately 
50 lb/cu ft. and strength of 500 
psi. At this time tunnel BT-1 has 
pipes installed and is currently 
being backfilled. 

The central contract is very simi-
lar to the east contract. It con-

sists of a 6-7 acre 
site in Kenmore 
and has 1 shaft 
and two tunnels, 
BT-2 and BT-3. The 
shaft is 85’ deep 
with an inside di-
ameter of 50’. Tun-
nel BT-2 is 11,600’ 
long with a 14’-4” 
minimum inside 
diameter, and BT-3 
is 20,100’ long and 
the same diameter 
as BT-2. Both tun-
nels required a 
Slurry Tunnel Bor-
ing Machine (TBM) 
because of higher 
groundwater pres-
sure, as much as 
7.1 bars. One of 
the challenges of 
using a Slurry TBM 
is that it is much 
more difficult to tell how much 
material is being removed. As 
muck is removed from the tun-
nel, counting the muck trucks is 
the only way to gauge the rate 
at which material is being re-
moved. Filling too many trucks 
too fast is a red flag. This is what 
led to a sinkhole that made the 
news last year. The TBM was 
approximated 150 underground 
from where the sinkhole oc-
curred. 

The west contract consists of the 
Ballinger Way shaft and tunnel 
BT-4. The shaft is 210’ deep with 
a 25’ diameter. Because of the 
depth of the shaft (210’ is about 
the maximum depth shaft that 
has been excavated in the 
United States) the contractor 
chose a ground freezing 
method instead of a CIP con-
crete lining. Another challenge 
of the site was its location. The 
TBM weight exceeded the ca-
pacity of the bridge that serves 
the site so it was brought in by 
rail. In an effort to respect the 
surrounding residential areas 
the contractor chose to store 
the muck on site and transport it 
out by barge about once a 
week. Tunnel BT-4 is 21,100’ 
long with a 13’-0” minimum 
inside diameter. An EPBM was 
used to mine it, similar to BT-1. 
With only 25’ of ground cover 

between the TBM and the rail-
road, tunneling was performed 
24 hours a day with BNSF avail-
able to provide any rail repairs 
immediately if settlement oc-
curred. The contractor was lim-
ited to 1/4” settlement on the 
tracks. 

Jeremy wrapped up the presen-
tation with a status update of 
the project. Tunnel BT-4 is sched-
uled to finish up next month. 
Tunnels BT-2 and BT-3 are not 
currently being mined. The two 
Slurry TBMs are not stuck, as 
some have reported, but are 
currently sitting in the tunnel 
with damaged heads. While 
this isn’t unusual for tunnel 
boring machines, it is a con-
cern. The head contains a wear 
bar that is meant to be serviced 
but the contractor must be 
careful not to completely wear 
out the bar. Repair work on the 
head is difficult as it is per-
formed under compressed air 
to re-weld the wear bar. BT-2 
should be driving again in 
about 2 months but it is not 
known when BT-3 will con-
tinue. 

Jessica Jenness is a  3 1/2 year 
member of SEAW. She  cur-
rently chairs the YMF , serves on 
the chapter board and the 
membership committee. 

Roadheader excavating connecting tunnel 
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An Interview with Matt Toton 
By Jessica Jenness 

I took an opportunity this 
month to interview Matt To-
ton, an SEAW member who is 
embarking on a unique jour-
ney in his engineering career. 

Matt, tell me about the oppor-
tunity you're taking with the 
US Army Corp of Engi-
neers.  Where are you go-
ing?  How long will you be 
there? And, what exactly will 
you be doing while you're 
there? 

I am going to Kabul, Afghani-
stan for six months to help the 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
with their new construction 
work.  After about 3 months, 
I’ll be required to leave the 
country and take 2-3 weeks of 
R&R.  I guess the place can 
burn people out.  While I’m 
there I will be part of a team of 
engineers who have some 
role in the project from initial 
design through construction 
quality control.  There is also 
the chance that I will be ana-
lyzing some existing buildings 
or structures.  Most if not all of 
my work will be on vertical 
construction, so buildings, 
towers, etc.  The USACE is 
responsible for the administra-
tion of all the US-funded con-
struction in Afghanistan, so I’ll 
have the chance to work on 
everything from military facili-
ties to police stations to 
schools. 

How did you come across this 
opportunity and what moti-
vated or inspired you to get 
involved? 

While running my business, I 
come across a lot of different 
people with interesting sto-
ries.  One of them was a local 
structural engineer who was 
preparing to go to Kandahar, 
Afghanistan to work for the 
Corps of Engineers.  Once I 
heard his story, I just had to 
grab a coffee with him and 
learn more.  It wasn’t really 
something that I was actively 
looking to do, but once it got 

 YMF Corner 

Thursday February 2, 5 PM  
Black Bottle  

Tuesday March 9, 5 PM  
Triple Door—Seattle 

Wednesday March 17, 5 PM  
Vertigo—Bellevue 

 Tuesday April 13, 5 PM 
Location TBD 

Come Join Us!  

Happy Hours 
President 

Jessica Jenness 
jessicajenness@hotmail.com 

Vice President 
Dan Yeager 

dyeager@dci-engineers.com 

Outreach Representative: 
Robyn Yang 

ryang@dci-engineers.com 

Social Representative: 
Jerry Lee 

jerryjlee@gmail.com 

YMF Leadership 

Engineering Abroad with the US Army Corps of Engineers 

in my head, I had to see first, if 
it was actually safe, and sec-
ond, if I could actually fit it into 
the rest of my life. 

There are a lot of things that 
excite me about this opportu-
nity.  Primarily it’s a chance to 
use my engineering knowl-
edge and experience for what 
I consider a good cause; help-
ing to build a country that’s 
been devastated by decades of 
war.  Since 9/11 I have wanted 
to help with our country’s ef-
forts overseas.  That desire to 
help our image abroad, along 
with hearing stories of how 
other people (like Greg Mort-
enson of “Three Cups of Tea” 
fame) are making a difference, 
made me realize what a great 
opportunity this would be.  I 
knew I wasn’t ready to commit 
my entire life to this, but at 
least I could help in my own 
way.  And fortunately I have 
the time and can re-arrange 
my life a bit to make it work.   
  
What sort of preparation has 
been involved in the process? 
(For example: the application 
process, organizing your ca-
reer and personal life before 
you leave, personal prepara-
tions like immunizations or 
getting particular supplies for 
the trip.) 

The application process was 
relatively straight forward.  I 
expected it to be more bureau-
cratic.  There were several 
emails back and forth between 
myself and the chief engineer 
in Kabul, and then a phone 
interview.  Once we both 
agreed it would be a good fit, 
the real work started for 
me.  For about 4-6 weeks, I 
spent most of my spare time 
getting all the paperwork, visa, 
special passport, medical ex-
ams, background checks, and 
online training com-
pleted.  And yes, there have 
been lots of shots.  Some aren’t 
even available here in Wash-
ington and I will have to wait 
to get them when I get to Vir-
ginia for training. 

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides networking 
and social opportunities to SEAW members 35 and under, as well as 
new non-member engineers and students. All SEAW members are 
welcome to participate in YMF functions. 

The biggest adjustment was 
how to handle my business 
while I am gone.  Fortunately I 
have a good associate, 
George Gimas, who will be 
handling the day-to-day issues 
on projects.  I probably would-
n’t have decided to go if I did-
n’t have someone who I could 
trust with the work and cli-
ents.  And communication 
back to the office and back to 
friends and family will actually 
be very easy.  With a Virginia 
phone number, Skype and 
email the only real challenge 
will be the 12 ½ hour time 
difference.   

At what point are you now in 
the process and do you have 
an expectation of when you'll 
leave? 

The government is doing their 
security check on me now.  If 
everything goes well, I am 
scheduled to be in Virginia for 
a week of training starting 
February 21.  After that week, 
I’m off to Afghani-
stan.  Through the starts and 
stops in this application and 
preparation process (I was 
originally scheduled to leave 
on January 24), I’ve really 
learned that I’m at the will of 
the government.  I have 
learned to be more patient 
and humble. 
  

Will you be staying con-
nected via facebook, twitter, 
or a blog while 
you're there?  If so, do you 
want to share those links for 
others to follow your jour-
ney? 

I plan on writing a blog 
while I am there.  There will 
be a link to it on my com-
pany’s website (www.toton-
structural.com).  For the past 
couple months I have been 
following the blog 
(dougjamieson.blogspot.co
m) of another local engineer 
who is  in Afghanistan.  In 
the run up to me heading 
overseas, his postings have 
been inspiring and informa-
tive.  Hopefully mine can be 
the same.  I also plan to post 
on twitter (twitter.com/
TotonStructural) and Face-
book.  So feel free to follow 
me and share comments 
and questions.  I am excited 
about having that dialogue 
and sharing my experiences 
with people back in the US. 

Do you have contact infor-
mation for other engineers 
who might want to get in-
volved like you?  Also, do 
you have any advice for 
other engineers who want 
to start a process of doing 
something like this?  Or ad-

(Continued on page 7) 
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 News of Note 

Bylaws Revisions Pass 
For the first time since SEAW was formed in 1950, our mem-
bers practicing structural engineering with a Washington PE 
will be eligible to vote on Seattle Chapter business and help 
elect its officers and directors. 

In early January the SE members of the Seattle Chapter were 
asked to approve amendments recommended by the Seattle 
Chapter Board of Directors: 

• Allow both PE’s and SE’s to vote  
• Allow PE’s to serve on the nomination committee 
• Allow future ballots to be at a business meeting, by mail 

ballot or by electronic ballot 

Of the 348 SE members eligible to vote, 141 cast their votes 
(40%). The measure passed 102 to 39 (72%).  A two-thirds ap-
proval was required. 

With the passage of these amendments, the Seattle Chapter 
joins other Washington chapters, and many other SEA’s, that 
allow their PE members to vote. 

The Seattle Chapter Board of Directors is working with the 
SEAW State Board of Trustees to implement changes to the 
state association bylaws that will extend the right to vote on 
state business to PE’s state-wide. 

The 52nd Annual Puget Sound 
Engineering Council (PSEC) En-
gineering Awards Banquet will 
be held Saturday, February 
20th, 2009 at 6:00 PM.  PSEC is 
excited to bring the banquet 
back to the Museum of Flight at 
King County International Air-
port (Boeing Field). We invite 
you to join us for this unique 
opportunity to celebrate the 
profession of engineering and 
honor the achievements of our 
colleagues. 

Ron Tober, Deputy CEO of 
Sound Transit will deliver the 
keynote address.  He will be 
talking about the completion of 
the LINK Light Rail and the fu-
ture plans for light rail in the 
Puget Sound Region.  Tober has 
more than 35 years of experi-
ence managing transit opera-
tions and capital projects, most 
recently as CEO of the Charlotte 
Area Transit System, a role in 
which he oversaw the opening 
of North Carolina's first light rail 
line as part of managing an inte-
grated system of bus, paratran-
sit, ride-share and vanpool pro-
grams spanning six coun-
ties.  He previously served as 
Director of Transit for the Mu-
nicipality of Metropolitan Seattle 
(Metro) from 1982 to 1988 and 

as General Manager and Secre-
tary-Treasurer for the Greater 
Cleveland Regional Transit 
Authority from 1988 to 1999. 

Tober has been active on nu-
merous transit industry com-
mittees and served as chair of 
the American Public Transpor-
tation Association (APTA) and 
as president of the Ohio Public 
Transit Association.  APTA 
members recognized him as 
the Outstanding Public Trans-
portation Manager for 2005, 
and in October 2008 he was 
elected to the North Carolina 
Transportation Hall of 
Fame.  Tober was selected as 
1990 Most Valuable Public 
Official-Special District by City 
and State magazine.  In 1997, 
The American Society for Public 
Administration extended him 
the Ernest J. Bohn Award, its 
honor for excellence.  In 1999, 
he received the Executive of 
the Year Award from the Con-
ference of Minority Transit Offi-
cials in recognition for his ef-
forts in hiring and promoting 
minorities and women. 

A special early registration rate 
is available through February 
5th.  For more information or 
to register, visit  

vice for someone who can't 
commit the time or travel but 
wants to give back to their local 
community somehow? 

There are actually quite a few 
engineering job postings with 
the Corps of Engineers right 
now, many here and 
abroad.  And I know that the 
group in Afghanistan is con-
stantly looking for good engi-
neers.  Many people are like me, 
only staying for 6 months, so 
they need to keep filling posi-
tions.  What I’ve found though, 
with this Afghanistan adven-
ture and with my business, is 
that it really helps to be flexible 

(Continued from page 5) 

YMF Corner, cont’d 

and creative, especially these 
days.  And remember how 
important your knowledge 
and experience is to our local 
and global community.  Be 
open to new opportunities, 
keep working hard, and stay 
optimistic.  

I want to extend a huge 
Thank you to Matt for shar-
ing his story with me and 
SEAW.  If you’d like, you can 
contact Matt by email: mto-
ton@toton-structural.com 

-Jessica Jenness, Chair,  
SEAW Younger Member 
Forum 

jessicajenness@hotmail.com 

 

PSEC Engineers Banquet February 20 http://pseconline.org/Events/
AwardsBanquet/.  

2010 Honorees 
The evening's honorees will 
be: 

2010 Academic Engineer of 
the Year Professor Ronald E. 
Nece, ScD, P.E., jointly nomi-
nated by the American Society 
of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and 
the Structural Engineers Asso-
ciation of Washington (SEAW) 

2010 Industry Engineer of the 
Year Glen J. Bertini, P.E., 
nominated by the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE) 

2010 Government Engineer of 
the Year Jerremy J. Barbera, 

P.E., jointly nominated by the 
Structural Engineers Associa-
tion of Washington (SEAW) 
and the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) 

2010 Engineering Educator of 
the Year, The Kenneth W. Por-
ter Award, Karen A. Pav-
letich, EIT, nominated by the 
Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers (IEEE) 

2010 Young Engineer of the 
Year Melissa Wu, P.E., nomi-
nated by the American Society 
of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 

2010 Professional Engineer of 
the Year Raymond Walton, 
PhD, P.E., D.WRE, nominated 
by the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) 

Chapter Nominating Committee Named 
The 2010 Nominating Com-
mittee was appointed at the 
January 26th Seattle Chapter 
Dinner meeting.  

The committee is charged 
with developing a slate of 
candidates for the 2010-2011 
Chapter Board of Directors, 
including one name for Presi-
dent; one name for Vice-
President, and four names  for 

two open Director positions. 

Serving on the committee are: 

Mark D’Amato 
Mark Moorleghen 
Arne Carson 
Ed Huston 
Cale Ash 
Peter Opsahl, advisor 
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 Meetings, Seminars, Announcements 

Mark Your Calendar! 

2010 Western Council SEA Roundup 
Telus Whistler Conference Centre Whistler, BC 

October 21—23, 2010 

Preliminary Program: 
Thursday October 21, 2010   

10:00 AM - 12 PM - NWCSEA Council Meeting 

1.45 - 4.45 PM - WCSEA Council Meeting 

4.45 - 6.30 PM - Exhibitor Event 

7.00 PM - 12.00 AM - Social Event 

Friday October 22, 2010   
9.00 AM - 4.45 PM - Annual Conference  

(Structural Engineering Sessions)  

6.30 PM - 12.00 AM - President's Awards Gala 

Saturday October 23, 2010 
Social Activities 

Notes:  The highway between Vancouver and Whistler has 
been recently upgraded as part of the 2010 Olympic Games 
Transportation plan, making travel to-and-from Whistler safer 
and more convenient than previously.  Passports are required 

for visitors from the US traveling to Canada. 

CALLING ALL STEEL GURUs 
Do you love designing with 
STRUCTURAL STEEL?  Do you 
have experience with Structural 
Steel design that has given you 
insights that they just don’t 
teach in school? Do you have a 
desire to SHARE your knowl-
edge?  If so, the SEAW RE-
FRESHER Committee NEEDS 
you.   We have an urgent need 
for an experienced steel de-
signer with good communica-
tion skills to present the Struc-
tural Steel sections of the SEAW 
Refresher Classes.  You will be 
responsible to present two - (2) 
hour sessions that review grav-

ity and lateral steel de-
sign.  The classes typically 
occur in late July, August 
and September and typically 
are scheduled at UW.  We 
can be flexible with your 
schedule.  Notes and presen-
tation materials for the 
classes have been developed 
to the AISC 360-05 and AISC 
341-05 specifications, but 
you may have the freedom 
to upgrade to your liking.  All 
interested, please contact 
Mark Moorleghen at 425-
827-2238 or email mmoorle-
ghen@dci-
engineers.com.  Thank you. 

 Opportunities 

Happy New Year every-
one!  Our next Seattle Revit 
Structure Organization meet-
ing will be held on February 2 
at noon.  This month’s topic 
of discussion: REVIT TEM-
PLATES AND MODEL SETUP. 

Share with us your tips, tricks, 
and lessons learned for set-
ting up Revit models and tem-
plates! 

If you are interested in pre-
senting a project and giving 
us a short talk about your 
experiences, I would highly 
encourage it.  We will have a 
projector and a laptop in the 
meeting room for visual 
aids.  My goal is to have 4- 5 
presentations, followed by  

Seattle Revit Group Meets 

questions and roundtable 
discussion.  The more di-
verse perspectives we have, 
the more engaging the 
conversation will be.   

Please email me 
(iwong@degenkolb.com) if 
you are interested in pre-
senting! 

When:  Tuesday, February 
2, 2010 

Where:  2 Union Square 
601 Union Street, Suite 
5121 

For information, contact  

Irina Wong at 
iwong@degenkolb.com.   

See you soon! 

Senior Structural Engineer 
M.A. Wright, llc, a Capitol Hill structural engineering firm per-
forming a wide range of projects on new and existing struc-
tures is in need of a senior structural engineer.   Requirements 
include a Structural Engineering license, ten years experience 
in the A/E industry designing new wood, timber, steel, ma-
sonry and concrete structures and excellent communication 
and business development skills. 

Please reply to mike@mawright.com  

 

Editor’s note: Although this meeting had already taken place at press 
time, we felt  it was important for members to be aware of current 
activities. Contact Irina Wong for future meeting schedule. 



TIME TRACKING  |  PROJECT MANAGEMENT  |  BILLING

–Judy Ashley, Former Deltek User

BillQuick.com  |  888-BILLNOW
                                    (245-5669)

“BillQuick gives me a very simple, cost 
effective solution to time tracking and billing. 
I replaced a very non-graphical, expensive 
finance system with BillQuick. “

Join Thousands who
discovered the advantages 

of switching to BillQuick

CALL TODAY TO ASK ABOUT DELTEK CONVERSION

Frustrated with Deltek?

+ ACCOUNTING



77     TOP            Reasons Why Firms Switch To BillQuick

Easy Data Conversion

Cut Billing Time By 50%

Over 100 Professional Invoice Templates

Reports that Help You Increase Profits

Lower Cost of Ownership

Simple Yet Powerful Project Management

Time & Expenses... Anytime, Anywhere

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

–Joe South, CFO
Project Engineering Consultants Ltd.

Let BillQuick help you get up and running quickly with our built-in 
data conversion tools.

“The funny thing about BillQuick is that it costs less than Deltek and does more! “

Fourteen years of experience has helped us develop eye catching professional 
invoice templates that will enhance your corporate image.

With our powerful smart batch billing you will never create an invoice again. 
Instead you will review, approve and send them in half the time.

With our Web Suite and Mobile pack you and your staff can access project data 
and enter time from anywhere, anytime.

With over 350 reports, BillQuick will help you monitor your key performance 
indicators in real-time.

Manage your budget, resources and costs with BillQuick’s built-in project 
management tools.

DCAA

COMPLIANT
Call us today for 

a FREE Trial Copy

www.BillQuick.com

         -
-BiLLNOW
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Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs 

House/Program Andrew McGlenn 
Refresher Course C. Chevy Chase 
Membership Cheryl Burwell 
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig 
Presentations/Awards Peter Opsahl 
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston 

Statewide Committees & Chairs 

Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Engineering Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Open 
Existing Buildings Peter Somers 
Professional Practices John Tawresey 

Wind Engineering Don Scott 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 
Scholarship Bill Mooseker 
Legislation Matt Toton 
Education Joe Ferzli  

Membership Applications 

Kathrina Simonen 
University of Washington 

March 92, MS 91 UC Berkeley 
BS ArchE U of Colorado Boulder 

Licensed SE, WA 
Class: MEMBER 

FEBRUARY, 2010 

Tuesday 2 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Black Bottle, Seattle 

13th—20th  National Engineers Week 

Saturday 13 PSEC Engineers Fair  
Saturday 20 PSEC Awards Banquet 

Wednesday 24 Dinner Meeting 
   ACI hosts Joint Dinner Meeting at 
   McCormick & Schmick’s 

MARCH, 2010 

Tuesday 9 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Triple Door, Seattle 

Wednesday 17 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   Vertigo, Bellevue 

Tuesday 23 Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting 
   We host ASCE 

Friday 26 Seattle/State Boards meet 

 
APRIL, 2010 

Tuesday 13 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
    

Wednesday  21 Seattle/Southwest Chapters Joint Dinner 
   meeting (SW Chapter hosts) 

Calendar 

Applications Accepted 
Alan Chun : Student 

Andy Derrick MEMBER 

Brian Olmsted Student 

Dylan Parker Student 

Kevin Rothrock Professional Associate 

Charles Voelker MEMBER  (returning) 

Michael Weinert : Student 
 

Membership 

Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Disaster Prep/Response  Paul Brallier 
Public Information Cale Ash 
Sustainability Marjorie Lund 
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