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April Program: Bayonne Bridge Presentation 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 
5:00 - 8:00 PM 
Hotel Monaco 
1101 Fourth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Price:  
SEAW Members: $40 
Non-Members: $50 
Guests: $50 
Students: $15 
Registration and prepayment required. 
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On May 10, 2013, Notice to Proceed was given to the joint venture of Skanska-Koch/Kiewit for a contract to raise 
the roadway of the existing Bayonne Bridge by 65 feet within the arch planes of the bridge and provide for the 
future navigational clearance of 215 feet. The project will rehabilitate and strengthen the original Othmar Ammann 
design, which was a world record for an arch bridge at 1,652 feet between the reaction pins and was opened to 
traffic in November of 1931. The construction project is part of the Bayonne Bridge Navigation Clearance 
Program. As part of the work, new replacement approach structures are being built on the same alignment using 
precast segmental concrete box girders, erected in balance cantilever with self-launching overhead gantries. 

The presentation will feature a review of the program's history relative to the conceptual type selection for raising 
the roadway. It will also include project innovations, such as the erection scheme for the new arch floor, 
temporary bracing schemes to install new portals, and strengthening of the existing arch for the new loads. 
Additionally, a summary of the new approach spans constructed of precast segmental concrete box girders, and 
the precast concrete piers and pier caps will be presented. 

As of this conference, the project's construction is approximately 45% complete. This presentation will provide an 
update of the construction of both the main span arch and the concrete segmental approaches. Activities will 
include arch strengthening, new transition tower construction, and phased approach structure construction. 
Additionally, maintenance of traffic will be discussed as one lane of traffic is in each direction is being kept open 
during construction. 

Speaker: 
Chester Werts is a Senior Bridge Engineer and Professional Associate for HDR Engineering with 27 years of 
experience in the design and construction of highway, rail and pedestrian bridges.  He received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in civil engineering from San Jose State University and his Master of Science in structural 
engineering from Stanford University.  Chester is a licensed Professional Engineer and Structural Engineer in the 
state of Washington, and also holds licenses in 5 other states as well as 2 provinces in Canada. Chester's project 
experience includes design and construction support for the Hoover Dam Bypass Bridge in Nevada, as well as a 
number of other major segmental structures including the Jamuna Bridge in Bangladesh, the San Francisco 
Oakland Bay Bridge Skyway in California, and the St. Croix River Crossing in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Chester 
served as the Approach Superstructure Design Lead for the final design of the Bayonne Bridge is currently 
providing construction support services for the Bayonne Bridge approach structures, and has been directly 
involved with this project since 2012. 

Schedule: 
5:00  PM - Social Hour 
6:00  PM - Dinner 
6:45  PM - Welcome/Introductions 
7:00  PM - Program 

Register Now!   

http://www.seaw.org/
http://www.seaw.org/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=72&eventId=504918&orgId=seaw


  

May Dinner Meeting - Save the Date! 

Tuesday, May 24, 2016  
Topic: The Engineering Story Behind construction of the tallest freestanding flagpole 
in North America 
Speaker: Hans-Erik Blomgren 
Hotel Monaco, 1101 Fourth Avenue, Seattle 
 
This presentation will provide insights into the international precedents for tall 
flagpoles and the interdisciplinary engineering expertise required to realize the 
ACUITY flagpole from the vantage point of Arup's role as the owner's technical 
advisor. 

Registration will open soon! 

 

SEFW News 

The Structural Engineers Foundation of Washington is excited for several big things 
happening and coming up: 

• Check the YMF Corner in this newsletter for information on our outreach work! 
We have been at several STEM career fairs so far this year, encouraging 
students to consider structural engineering as a profession. Plus, we have 
funded structural engineering activities (like bridge building) at several high 
schools around the state, including the Mead School District in Spokane and 
the Mountlake Terrace High School STEM program. 

• Save the date for our Fall Forum this year, which will be Thursday, November 
10! We’ll give more details soon on our speaker and topic very soon!  

• In the next week or so, we will be releasing our 2015 Annual Report as we kick 
off our 2016 fundraising campaign. Don’t be surprised if you hear from us via 
email or a phone call! Please support what we are trying to accomplish in 
promoting structural engineering. 

Read more. 

 

  

March Meeting Recap 

On March 15th Professor Chia-Ming Uang of the 
University of California, San Diego, presented some 
of his research findings on seismic steel design as 
well as history of the seismic steel code and its 
evolution over time. The event was a joint dinner 
meeting with the Structural Engineers Association of 
Washington (SEAW) - Seattle Chapter, the SEAW 
Southwest Chapter, and the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) Seattle Section, at Galliano's 
in SeaTac. Read more. 

 

YMF Corner 

 

For the past two years the YMF has been working 
with the Structural Engineers Foundation of 
Washington (SEFW) and SEAW interacting with local 
area STEM high school programs. On Tuesday, 
February 9th, the YMF and SEFW staffed a booth for 
the STEM Family Night 2016 held at the Boeing 
Future of Flight Aviation Center. Over 1,000 local 
community members attended including several 

https://www.seaw.org/april-2016-sefw
http://seaw.memberclicks.net/march-2016-meeting-recap


 

 

Employment Opportunities 

 
Structural Engineer - Swenson Say Faget 
 
Structural Project Manager & Engineer - Andersen Bjornstad Kane Jacobs 
 
Structural Engineer - Fossatti Pawlak Structural Engineers 

Read more. 

 

Structural Engineering Engagement and 
Equity (SE3) Survey 

The Structural Engineers Association of Northern California (SEAONC) has recently 
funded a nationwide study of compensation, employee engagement/retention, and 
gender equity within the structural engineering profession. The goal of this study is to 

companies and organizations presenting their 
respective STEM career fields.  Read more. 

 

SEAW Calendar 

April 2016 
16th YMF - Hands on Building with CMU 

19th Disaster Prep & Response 

26th Seattle Chapter Dinner Meeting 

  

http://seaw.memberclicks.net/april-2016-help-wanted
http://seaw.memberclicks.net/april-2016-ymf-corner


identify ways in which firms can adapt their practices to retain an engaged and 
productive workforce. 

The online survey is completely voluntary and should take between 10-15 minutes to 
complete. For more information, visit http://www.se3survey.com 
The findings will be presented at various Structural Engineers Association (SEA) 
events, and also distributed nationally as a report to all participating SEA 
organizations. 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2599543/SE3 
As a member of SEA, we hope that you will participate in this important study by 
taking the survey and forwarding to coworkers and colleagues, especially those who 
have left our industry. If you have any questions or comments, please direct them 
to SE3@seaonc.org. 
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