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April Mini-Seminar 

Simpson Strong-Tie 
will present  this 

month’s mini-seminar 
at 4:45 PM prior to 
the April 21st joint 

dinner meeting  

 

Date:  Wednesday, April 21, 2010  

Place: Emerald Queen Hotel/Casino 
 5700 Pacific Highway E, Fife 

Time: 4:45– 5:30 PM Mini Seminar by 
   Simpson Strong-Tie 
 5:30—6:00 PM Social 
 6:00—7:00 PM Dinner  
 7:00—8:30 PM Program 

Menu:  Buffet: Baked Wild Salmon with Garlic 
Lemon Sauce and Black Pepper-Crusted 
Beef with Green Peppercorn sauce 

Price: SEAW Members $30.00 
Non-Members $35.00  
Students/unemployed Members $15.00 
(must have paid 2010 dues)   
Registration after 4/19, add $5.00
   

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED! 

Reservation Deadline: Monday, April 19, 2010 

Register by phone: 253.382.2901 
Online at www.seaw.org 

or by email seawswchapter@qmail.com 

No-shows and cancellations after the deadline  
will be billed 

O ur colleagues to the South 
will host this year’s annual 

Seattle/Southwest Chapter Joint 
Meeting with a timber bridge 
program presented by Paul Gil-
ham, P.E., S.E.,  of Western 
Wood Structures. 

The Lower Burnett Road/South 
Prairie Creek Bridge is a three-
span arch-supported bridge 
spanning 400 feet on the Foot-
hills Trail near the towns of 
Buckley and South Prairie as part 
of the Rails-to-Trails program.  
The bridge spans both Lower 
Burnett Road and South Prairie 
Creek.  The elevation of the rail 
bed is roughly 40 feet higher 
than the roadway and the 100-
year-flood-elevation.  The bridge is built 
with a horizontal radius of 649.23’ and 
with an elevation gain of four feet.  The 
18’ wide roadway is designed to carry an 
85 psf live loading and 15 ton emergency 
and maintenance vehicles. 

Modern timber bridge concepts were 
used to design, detail, and fabricate this 
bridge to ensure a 75 year life expectancy. 

Paul Gilham is the Chief Engineer at West-
ern Wood Structures, Inc., in Tualatin, 
Oregon.  His responsibilities during his 28-
year tenure at the company include the 
design of timber structures, including 
bridges, arches, and roof structures, and 
the inspection and repair design of exist-
ing timber structures.   

He earned his BS in Civil Engineering from 
Oregon State University in 1981, and his 
Master of Science in Civil Engineering 
from Portland State University in 1993. 

Gilham is an active participant in the 
American Institute of Timber Construc-
tion’s Technical Advisory Committee and 
Technical Review Board. He is currently a 
member of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers’ Timber Bridge Committee, and 
also serves as a member of the American 
Wood Council’s Wood Design Standards 
Committee. He is currently registered as a 

Meeting Information: 

civil engineer in 36 states and as a structural 
engineer in nine states. 

Joint Seattle/Southwest Chapter Meeting:   
Lower Burnett Road/South Prairie Creek Bridge 
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Seize the Opportunity 

H aving grown up in the 
Pacific Northwest, I thrive 

under overcast skies and amidst 
rainy winters.  I do appreciate 
the bright object in the sky we 
see every couple of months; it’s 
just that my definition of “hot” is 
anything above 68 degrees.   So 
when I was asked to join my 

girlfriend and her Vietnamese 
mother to travel with them to 
Vietnam and Cambodia this 
winter, I admit I got a little nerv-
ous.  Not only was surviving the 
weather going to be a chal-
lenge for me, but experiencing 
a developing country firsthand 
was definitely outside of my 
comfort zone.  We engineers 
tend not to seek out ways to 
step out of our comfort zone, so 
I knew this was an opportunity 
to do just that and seized it.  
With my six bottles of sunscreen 
packed, I said goodbye to my 

The SEAW Seattle Chapter Equi-
librium is published monthly 
from September through May 
and is available online at 
www.seaw.org.  
Articles, letters, and announce-
ments are accepted by e-mail to 
seaw@seaw.org.  
Advertising rates (prepaid) 
Help Wanted/Job wanted, max 
200 words, $65; Display ads: 
Quarter page, $115; Half Page, 
$150; Full Page $190. 10% dis-
count for ads running two or 
more months. Deadline is the 
fourth Friday of the month. Con-
tact SEAW for an advertising 
order form.  
Except where noted, opinions 
expressed in this newsletter 
reflect those of the author and 
do not reflect or represent the 
position of SEAW. Portions of 
this newsletter may be repro-
duced provided credit is given. 

FROM THE BOARD: Step out of Your Comfort Zone 

family and flew to Southeast 
Asia. 

When in Rome 

Once you have taken the ini-
tial leap and find yourself ex-
periencing something new, 
my advice is to immerse your-
self in your new surroundings.  
Or as the saying goes, “When 

in Rome…”  This will 
open your mind 
and enable you to 
have a new per-
spective.  Within 
hours of landing in 
Saigon, I found 
myself surrounded 
by millions of peo-
ple zipping 
by on scoot-
ers.  The 
sounds of 
h o n k i n g 
horns, a lan-
guage I barely 

understood, topped off 
with the intense smell of 
fish sauce made me 
dizzy and wondering 
what I had gotten my-
self into.  But after a few 
days, I was able to mimic 
the locals by crossing 
the street against all 
those oncoming scoot-
ers.  In fact by the end of 
my trip I even rode a 
bicycle around the busy 
streets of Hue.  I was 
also able to pick up some 
Vietnamese words and 
interact with the locals.  I was 
surprised by how quickly one 
can adapt to a new environ-
ment, especially one involving 
delicious food! 

You’ll be Amazed at What  
You Learn   

Before I left on my trip I ex-
pected my travels to be emo-
tionally overwhelming as I 
was to see the effects of the 
French and American wars on 
Vietnam.  I was pleasantly 
surprised at how welcomed I 
felt as people showed me 
their country with pride and 
open arms.  I even witnessed 
the happiest of people in 
what I would have otherwise 
thought the most unlikely of 
places. 

Had I never seized the op-
portunity to travel to South-
east Asia, I also would not 
have gained a better under-
standing of the challenges 
faced by a developing 
country to provide safe 
buildings and clean water.  
This has proved helpful in 
my understanding of what 
the people in Haiti are up 
against following the recent 
earthquake as they work 
towards rebuilding their 
country. 

By stepping out of my com-
fort zone I was able to grow 
and gain knowledge in ways 
I never expected. 

My Challenge to You 

Granted, a trip to far away 
lands may not be on your 
horizon, but as an engineer 
and member of SEAW you are 
surrounded by 
many opportu-
nities to step 
out of your 
comfort zone.  
I challenge you 
to try some-
thing new this 
spring.  This 
may be men-
toring a young 
engineer in 
your company, 
trying a new 
marketing an-

gle, signing up for that art 
class at your local community 
center you keep thinking 
about, or even just introduc-
ing yourself to someone new 
at an SEAW meeting.  Better 
yet, you can volunteer for our 
upcoming joint SEAW/ASCE 
Rebuilding Together activity 
slated for Saturday, April 24th.  
All it takes is one step and 
your world will grow in ways 
you never knew were possi-
ble. 
 
Cheryl Burwell, P.E., S.E. 
Seattle Chapter Director 
cheryl.burwell@seattle.gov 
 
Cheryl Burwell is a Structural 
Plans Engineer with the City of 
Seattle and owner of Burwell 
Design in Seattle.  She has 
been a member of SEAW 
since 2007 and serves on the 
Seattle Chapter Board of Di-
rectors. 

 

Cheryl Burwell in the ancient capital 
of Hue, Vietnam 

The fishing town of Nha Trang, Vietnam 

Ta Prohm near Siem Reap, Cambodia 

The French architecture of Hoi An, Vietnam 
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 PROJECTS 
 

Company Spotlight: 

Magnusson Klemencic Associates 

Cale Ash, SEAW Member since 2005, is our 
Company Spotlight Coordinator. If you 
would like to see your company in the spot-
light, e-mail  him at  cash@degenkolb.com. 

Magnusson Klemencic Associates 
(MKA) has been headquartered in Seat-
tle for the last 87 years.  During that 
time, our engineers have designed $51 
billion worth of projects in 46 states 
and 45 countries.  Entirely employee 
owned and operated, we have a staff 
of 103, with 69 structural and civil engi-
neers and 16 CADD technicians.  We 
also have a branch office in Chicago. 

Our engineers work daily on some of 
the world’s most innovative and iconic 
structures, many of which can be seen 
simply by looking out the window of 
our 32nd floor office in Rainier Tower:  
Seattle Central Library, Benaroya Hall, 
Qwest Field, Safeco Field, Washington 
State Convention Center, EMP, U.S. 
Federal Courthouse, Olympic Sculpture 
Park, and many, many downtown Seat-
tle high-rises. 

Specialists Organization 

Our engineers focus on 15 building 
types, including aviation, civic, conven-
tion center, education, healthcare, ho-
tel/housing, justice, lab, library, mu-
seum, office, parking, performing arts, 
retail/urban lifestyle, sports.  They can 
further specialize in one or more techni-
cal areas, such as blast, vibration, sus-
tainability, wind, etc. 

Award-Winning Designs 

The designs produced at MKA have 
won a top national ACEC award each 
of the last 12 consecutive years and 20 
times in the last 21 years. 

Professional Involvement 

Among MKA’s engineering staff are 
three former SEAW presidents, two past 
SEAW Engineers of the Year, a four-
time winner of the SEAW "President's 
Award for Outstanding Service," and 38 
current SEAW members. 

Services Offered 

Structural, Civil, Seismic, Wind, Vibra-
tion, Sustainability, Blast 

www.mka.com 

Dee and Charles Wyly Theatre – Dallas, TX 

Just as actors transform for a role, this 12-
story, 80,300-square-foot theater morphs on 
cue into an endless variety of performance 
configurations.  In a groundbreaking solution 
that rethinks decades of theater design, the 
575-seat Wyly features an unprecedented 
vertical orientation, moving the traditional 
“back of house” to “above house” and “front 
of house” to “below house.”   

A 3-D composite global frame creates a 27-
foot-high, ground-level, transparent zone with 
absolutely no structure beneath the building 
except at the perimeter.  The system features 
just six perimeter concrete super-columns, four 
of which incline dramatically and asymmetrically to touch down in precisely predeter-
mined locations.  A three-story-high steel belt truss, augmented by smaller interior 
trusses, fills out the global frame, minimizing height while supporting a puzzle-piece as-
semblage of rooms so complex and interlocking that only one floor is contiguous. 

49ers Stadium – Santa Clara, CA 

The new 68,000- to 72,000-seat stadium 
for the San Francisco 49ers has approxi-
mately 1.9 million square feet of space 
for football, soccer, concert, and other 
high-attendance activities.  MKA com-
pleted 66 structural alternative designs 
during the concept/schematic phase of 
the project, including all combinations 
of structural steel; conventional, 
prestressed, precast, and cast-in-place 
concrete; and composite systems of 
steel and high-strength concrete.  De-
sign development is just beginning on the $800 million project, which 
recently finished its fund-raising campaign. The project is currently scheduled 
 to start construction in January 2012 and is slated to open for the 2014 football season. 

Image courtesy of  Magnusson Klemencic Associates 

Aqua – Chicago, IL 

The one-of-a-kind external appearance of the 87
-story, 2.3-million-square-foot Aqua was driven 
internally—by the views from the inside.  Aqua’s 
signature slab edges maximize view corridors 
while providing unique balcony conditions cre-
ated by floor slabs that cantilever as much as 12 
feet—twice the norm.  
State-of-the-art finite-
element computer 
modeling was needed 
to analyze and design 
the more than 70 
unique floor slab con-
ditions.  

MKA’s structural solution combines traditional concrete shear walls 
with strategically located outriggers and belt walls.  The undulating 
slab edges were found to disrupt the flow of wind around the tower, 
leading to detailed wind tunnel studies that confirmed performance 
and proved that supplemental damping was unnecessary. The recently 
finished concrete tower hosts 15 hotel levels, 34 apartment levels, 29 
high-end condo levels, and below-grade parking. 

Courtesy 49ers/HNTB 

Images courtesy of  Magnusson Klemencic Associates 

Aqua curved forms closeup 
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Have You Paid Your SEAW Dues? 

 Meeting Recap 

-By Charlene Hails 

2 010 started with a jolt for 
Mark Pierepiekarz, a Seattle-

area structural engineer, and 
former President of SEAW-
Seattle Chapter.  On Tuesday 
January 12, a magnitude 7.0 
earthquake rocked the densely 
populated area of Port-au-
Prince, Haiti.  Within a few days, 
Mark flew to Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic, where he 
boarded a plane chartered by 
his client to Port-au-Prince.  His 
client needed its Port-au-Prince 
facilities assessed as soon as 
possible.  While Mark was in 
Haiti, he responded to other 
requests for damage assess-
ments, and was able to get a 
first-hand look recovery and 
rebuilding issues in the after-
math of a major catastrophic 
earthquake. 

The plane that carried Mark to 
Port-au-Prince was filled nose to 
tail with water and other sup-
plies, leaving barely enough 
room for the flight crew and a 
couple of passengers.  On land-
ing, the team proceeded directly 
into the city, taking in the devas-
tation along the route.  He came 
prepared with a sleeping bag, 
but was very fortunate to be 
hosted in a home with electricity 
and running water; most Hai-
tians did not enjoy such com-
forts. 

The earthquake was a result of 
two meters of strike-slip motion 
on the Enriquillo-Plantain Gar-
den fault.  Strong ground shak-
ing impacted about two million 
people.  Several significant after-
shocks followed causing Hai-
tians much apprehension about 
re-entering their buildings. 

Mark spent much of his time in 
the suburbs of Pétionville and 
Canapé Vert, west of the city 
center, but also visited central 
areas, including the National 
Palace and Cathedral.  Canapé 
Vert is a hillside residential 
neighborhood devastated by 
extensive slope and foundation 
failures.  The typical building 
construction consists of lightly 
reinforced concrete frames with 
unreinforced grouted masonry 
block infill between columns, 

between one and three stories 
in height.  Buildings with geo-
metric irregularities or on slop-
ing sites performed poorly, es-
pecially when coupled with 
poor material quality.  Mark 
saw exposed rebar in finished 
concrete and large aggregate.  
The technology for mixing and 
pouring concrete is primitive, 
resulting in voids in the con-
crete. 

Although there was wide-
spread damage, many such 
concrete-frame-with-infill build-
ings fared reasonably well, with 
main frame relatively intact or 
with repairable damage.  Nev-
ertheless, people were not will-
ing to re-inhabit the buildings 
that remained standing, fearful 
for their safety in an aftershock.  
Consequently, most people 
lived in makeshift tents outside 
their homes or in any open 
space, such as soccer fields or 
church grounds, obtaining 
water and washing clothes in 
the nearby river.  The region is 
in dire need for damage assess-
ment (and practical repair and 
retrofit) of the surviving struc-
tures, to allow people to return 
home if possible before the 
rainy season turns their tempo-
rary camps to swamps. 

Mark saw buildings that could 
be repaired with pressure-
injected epoxy or grout, if only 
the materials and skills were 
available.  Materials that could 
normally be readily obtained in 
the United States would take 
several weeks in Haiti, a prob-
lem made worse by the lack of 
a functioning port.  In addition, 

the Haitian la-
bourers have no 
experience with 
these products, 
and would need 
to be trained on 
the job. 

Besides homes 
and commercial 
buildings, Mark 
was able to visit some high-
profile buildings such as the 
National Palace.  This building, 
originally constructed between 
1914 and 1921, suffered exten-
sive damage and partial col-
lapse.  Schools and hospitals 
suffered a similar fate.  It was 
fortunate that the event oc-
curred in the early evening 
when children were not in 
classrooms.  Mark saw a nearly 
completed hospital in which 
the roof had completely col-
lapsed onto the second floor.  
Beds and other equipment 
were visible within the wreck-
age, but luckily no trapped 
patients or caregivers. 

Despite the widespread dam-
age, many streets remained 
passable (except where occa-
sionally people had set up their 
furniture in the middle of 
them).  A few bridges that do 
exist, had not yet been in-
spected were not open to vehi-
cle traffic, forcing the vehicles 
to ford the river, not far from 
where people were collecting 
water.  Power, where available, 
was generally provided by die-
sel generators, for as long as 
fuel could be found.  Indeed, 
this was what kept the cell 
phone service operating.  The 
mobile communication net-

work barely survived, and was 
operating at capacity, thus pro-
viding a critical service for the 
survivors and responders. 

The earthquake brought to our 
attention a nation that already 
lagged behind.  Before this 
earthquake Haiti was the poor-
est nation in the western hemi-
sphere, having suffered from 
failed governments, recent hur-
ricanes, epidemics, and a lack of 
proper education and nutrition.  
The earthquake claimed over 
200,000 lives and displaced 
over a million people.  Haiti 
needs our help, now more than 
ever.  There are opportunities 
for SEAW members to get in-
volved.  A list of organizations 
and projects is available at 
www.seaw.org for your refer-
ence. 

About six weeks after the Haiti 
earthquake, a massive M8.8 
earthquake struck off the coast 
of Chile.  We will hear more 
about this event from SEAW 
reconnaissance team members. 

Charlene Hails is a structural engi-
neer with MRP Engineering in New-
castle, WA.  She has been an SEAW 
member since 2001 and currently 
serves on the Newsletter and Exist-
ing Building Committees.  Charlene 
may be contacted at 
cfh@mrpengineering.com. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAYING YOUR DUES ONLINE: 

1. Go to www.seaw.org 
2. Log in to the member area (Default login name is your email 

address; password is your first name. 
3. Click on “My Membership” in the menu bar 
4. Select “Membership Renewal” in the gray menu bar 

to see if there is an outstanding invoice.  
5. Select the invoice and Follow the prompts to pay your dues 

online using your VISA or Mastercard. 
6. When your payment has been made, you will receive an auto-

mated receipt by email. 
Forgot your Login Information?  Simply click on “Forgot Password” under 
the Member sign in area and enter your email address. Your information 
will be emailed to you. 

If not, please pay your 
dues online or send your 
check to 

SEAW 
PO Box 44 
Olympia WA 98507 

At press time,  
350 Members  
have paid their  
2010 dues. 

Have You? 
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By Dan Yeager 

O n March 27th YMF 
participated in its bi

-annual build day with 
Habitat for Humanity at 
the Rainier Vista Site in 
Seattle. Habitat for Hu-
manity was founded in 
1976 and has become a 
worldwide foundation 
that provides safe af-
fordable housing to 
those who could not 
otherwise afford hous-
ing. Families purchase 
their homes through 
low, no interest-
payments as well as 
contributing 500 hours of 
service towards their own and 
neighbors’ homes, thus build-
ing a strong community. For 

 YMF Corner 

Tuesday April 13, 5 PM  
The Library Bistro—Seattle 

Tuesday May 11, 5 PM 
List—Seattle (Belltown) 

Wednesday May 19, 5 PM  
The Parlor—Bellevue 

  

Come Join Us!  

 

Happy Hours 
President 

Jessica Jenness 
jessicajenness@hotmail.com 

Vice President 
Dan Yeager 

dyeager@dci-engineers.com 

Outreach Representative: 
Robyn Yang 

ryang@dci-engineers.com 

Social Representative: 
Jerry Lee 

jerryjlee@gmail.com 

YMF Leadership 

Habitat for Humanity Work Day 

more information on Habitat 
for Humanity please go to 
www.habitat.org. 

Created in 2007, the Younger Member Forum provides networking 
and social opportunities to SEAW members 35 and under, as well as 
new non-member engineers and students. All SEAW members are 
welcome to participate in YMF functions. 

Habitat for 
Humanity 
has multi-
ple sites 
around the 
Seattle 
area, east 
side, as 
well as the 
world over. 
Rainier 
Vista, lo-
cated in 
South Seat-
tle, is split 
into 4 
phases that will be built over 
the next couple years. Work 
for the day consisted of strip-
ping and patching concrete 
retaining walls, backfilling dirt 
around the retaining walls, 
placing hold-downs, and nail-
ing OSB sheathing on the first 
level of the four-plex. More 
work was done than was ex-
pected by the project man-
ager, which I hope provided a 
great sense of satisfaction for 
all of the volunteers. 

Habitat for Humanity relies a 
great deal on volunteers to 
complete their projects.  This 
site especially has had trouble 
getting the number of volun-
teers required to complete 
such a large amount of work. I 
would like to invite every 
SEAW member to volunteer 
his or her time at any Habitat 
build site. It takes no prior con-

struction knowledge, any 
help is greatly appreciated, 
and families are welcome 
with a few concessions. 

I would like to extend a large 
thank you to all of the YMF 
volunteers and multiple 
spouses for all of their hard 
work and great attitude all 
day. I would like to remind 
you that YMF members’ 
spouses and significant oth-
ers are more than welcome 
on our build days.  It would 
be wonderful to see the 
volunteer pool continue to 
grow so that SEAW could 
provide all 25 volunteers 
needed for one workday. 

Dan Yeager,  
SEAW YMF Vice Chair 
dyeager@dci-engineers.com 

 

YMF Volunteers Pose with Habitat Project Managers 
Bret and Sicily. Photo Courtesy of Robyn Yang 

YMF Elections 
ordinates Outreach Lunch-
eons in the spring, and serves 
on SEAW’s Membership Com-
mittee. 

• The Social Representative 
develops programs to encour-
age sustained involvement in 
SEAW among young mem-
bers primarily by planning 
and attending monthly happy 
hours, assists Chair in main-
taining email list, and serves 
as treasurer. 

Self nominations are now 
being accepted and will con-
tinue through May 6th.  Bal-
lots will go out for voting to 
YMF members on May 7th.  
Voting ends on May 21st and 
election results are an-
nounced at SEAW’s Spring 
Social and Wine Event on May 
25th. 

If you’d like to run for a posi-
tion please send an email 
including your name, email 
address, current company, 
alma mater, the position 
you’d like to run for, and a 
brief statement explaining 
why you want to hold this 
position (this statement may 
include a brief bio if you’d 
like) to Jessica Jenness, jessica-
jenness@hotmail.com, current 
SEAW YMF Chair. 

It’s time to start the YMF Elec-
tion process to elect new offi-
cers for 2010-2011.  Positions 
available include Chair, Vice 
Chair, Social Representative, 
and Outreach Representative.  
The responsibilities of these 
positions change with the 
development of this forum but 
the typical activities for each 
are as follows. 

• The YMF Chair develops and 
leads YMF activities, serves as 
a liaison between the YMF 
and the SEAW Board of Direc-
tors by attending monthly 
board meetings, coordinates 
and leads two YMF leadership 
planning sessions per year, 
maintains the YMF email list, 
sends announcements to the 
YMF, and contributes to the 
YMF Corner in SEAW’s 
monthly newsletter. 

• The Vice-Chair assists with 
Chair activities, coordinates a 
service project for the Fall and 
Spring, prepares minutes of 
YMF meetings, and maintains 
the YMF calendar. 

• The Outreach Representa-
tive develops programs to 
encourage young engineers 
to join and participate in 
SEAW, serves as university 
liaison, encourages involve-
ment in SEAW, plans and co-

Volunteers Dan Yeager, Rachael Yeager, and 
“Jack” pose for a picture after hanging a 
sheet of OSB.  Photo courtesy of Robyn Yang. 
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 News of Note 

Long time structural engineer 
L.F. "Skip" Bush, former Presi-
dent of SEAW and Rotary, 
passed away peacefully on 
March 11, 2010.   

Skip earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Civil Engineering at the 
South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology, and a Master 
of Science in Civil Engineering 
at the University of Washing-
ton. 

His early career included work 
as a bridge design engineer for 
the Washington State Depart-
ment of Highways for two 
years, leaving to establish a Civil 
Engineering Technology pro-
gram at Centralia College 
where he taught all affiliated 
courses.  At the same time, he 
practiced land surveying for 
Arvid Grant and Associates, and 
Horace Whitacre and Associ-
ates.  He joined a private prac-
tice in Tacoma in 1966 as a civil 
engineer.  In 1967, he joined 
Chalker Engineers, Inc., (now 
PCS Structural Solutions) and 
was named Vice President of 
the firm in 1972.  Skip remained 
with the firm for nearly 25 years 
and was the heart and soul of 
the engineering that came out 
of the firm.  Notable projects he 
worked on included the Ta-
coma Dome, Seattle's Water-
front Center and Foss, South 
Kitsap and Auburn High 
Schools, among many other 
schools and structures through-
out western Washington and 
beyond. 

He had his own private practice 
for approximately 10 years, 
mixing structural engineering 
and traveling with friends and 
visiting relatives scattered all 
over the U.S., along with fishing 
around the Northwest and 
Alaska - even catching a 56 
pound salmon. 

On hearing of Skip's passing, 
Dan Putnam, PCS Structural 
Solutions Chairman of the 
Board, said, "Skip was an engi-
neer’s engineer.  I am very for-
tunate to have had him as my 
mentor for many years.  He 
taught me more about engi-

neering than anyone else.  He 
had high standards for both 
himself and those that worked 
around him, and that made 
better engineers of those of us 
who were privileged to work 
with him." 

Jim Collins, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, said "Skip’s greatest gift 
was as a problem solver.  There 
were many, many times that I 
went into Skip’s office with the 
'this is how I thought I designed 
it, this is the way they built it – 
how do I fix it?' field question.  
Skip had an uncanny way of 
taking a seemingly impossible 
situation and making it work 
without compromising the 
structural integrity.  That’s one 
of the reasons contractors re-
spected him so much, and is a 
hallmark of our firm today." 

Skip used to take the company 
on fishing trips to Westport 
where some staff got sick; on 
hikes through the woods look-
ing for chanterelle mushrooms 
and steering them away from 
the poisonous ones; on mid-
night oyster gathering on Hood 
Canal where Skip just about 
sliced his finger off demonstrat-
ing oyster shucking in lantern 
light; and many other adven-
tures for those that worked at 
the firm to make life fun. 

Skip belonged to many profes-
sional societies.  He was Fellow 
and Past President of the Ta-
coma-Olympia Section of the 
American Society of Civil Engi-
neers (ASCE), served as past 
Chapter and State President, 
and received a Life Achieve-
ment Award from the Structural 
Engineers Association of Wash-
ington (SEAW).  Skip was fun-
damental in organizing the 
SEAW Southwest Chapter's 
sponsorship of the "Academy of 
Engineering" after school pro-
gram through the Boys & Girls 
Club to expose high risk youth 
to engineering.  He was a Reg-
istered Agent representing the 
Western States Council of Struc-
tural Engineers Associations, 
and was active in the Urban 
Search and Rescue Task Force 

as a Structural Specialist which 
had teams dispatched to both 
Oklahoma City and the World 
Trade Center.  Skip’s passion for 
SEAW was matched by his pas-
sion as a member and Past 
President of Parkland/
Spanaway Rotary Club. With 
perfect attendance for 23 years, 
he was strongly involved in 
Rotary activities, and in the 
leadership and administration 
of several large charitable pro-
jects.  Since 1992 he spear-
headed and coordinated the 
Courage Classic event, raising 
$5-6 million for programs bene-
fiting abused children at Mary 
Bridge Children's Hospital.  He 
was instrumental in establishing 
the charter for the South Pierce 
County Boys & Girls Club.  He 
was a strong supporter of the 
B&G Club mission, serving on 
the steering committee and 
advisory board.   

"Skip's countless hours of volun-
teerism in both these organiza-

tions was a model for us as en-
gineers and citizens giving back 
to our community.  While Skip 
was a humble man who never 
sought the limelight, SEAW 
profited greatly as a stronger 
organization because of his 
efforts over those many years" 
said Dan Putnam. 

Skip's memorial service was 
held on Tuesday, March 16, 
2010 at the Parkland First Bap-
tist Church.  At Skip's request 
memorial gifts may be directed 
to the Parkland/Spanaway Ro-
tary Club, P.O. Box 44572, Ta-
coma WA 98448. 

L.F. "SKIP" BUSH former President of SEAW and Rotary Passes Away at 74 

Mark Your Calendar! 

2010 Western Council SEA Roundup 
Held in conjunction with the APEGBC Conference 

 
Telus Whistler Conference Centre Whistler, BC 

October 21—23, 2010 

http://www.apeg.bc.ca/ac2010/index.htm 

 
Preliminary Program: 

Thursday October 21, 2010   
10:00 AM - 12 PM - NWCSEA Council Meeting 

1.45 - 4.45 PM - WCSEA Council Meeting 

4.45 - 6.30 PM - Exhibitor Event 

7.00 PM - 12.00 AM - Social Event 

Friday October 22, 2010   
9.00 AM - 4.45 PM - Annual Conference  

(Structural Engineering Sessions)  

6.30 PM - 12.00 AM - President's Awards Gala 

Saturday October 23, 2010 
Social Activities 

Notes:  The highway between Vancouver and Whistler has 
been recently upgraded as part of the 2010 Olympic Games 
Transportation plan, making travel to-and-from Whistler safer 
and more convenient than previously.  Passports are required 
for visitors from the US traveling to Canada. 
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HELP WANTED ADS are accepted through the fourth Friday 
preceding the publication month. The cost for text ads is $65 
per insertion pre-paid, with discounts for multiple runs. Ad 
copy should be limited to 200 words or less and must be 
submitted by e-mail. Advertising order forms and information 
about display advertising, can be found on our website at: 
http://www.seaw.org/resources_newsletter.cfm 

 Meetings, Seminars, Announcements 

 Opportunities 

Civil/Structural Engineer 

KPFF Consulting Engineers is looking for a Civil/
Structural Engineer with 5+ years experience in 
bridge and seismic design to work in our Seattle of-
fice.  You will manage public and private projects, 
mentor and supervise young engineers, and interact 
with clients.  Must be able to work independently 
with support staff but thrive in team atmosphere.  
BSCE, PE required; SE preferred.  Proficient in SAP, 
MS Office Suite (Excel).  If you are passionate about 
innovative, creative design send your resume to 
hrseattle@kpff.com.  Visit us at www.kpff.com! 

ASCE—Seattle Section Announces 

Engineer’s Ring Ceremony 

May 12, 2010, 6:30 p.m. 
McCormick & Schmick’s Harborside Restaurant 

1200 Westlake Ave N, Seattle 
(in conjunction with the May ASCE Seattle Section Meeting) 

Cost: $15 

ASCE Seattle Section encourages all of its members to par-
ticipate in our Ring Ceremony, as well as all engineers from 
other disciplines who satisfy the eligibility criteria. The Seat-
tle Section of ASCE chartered a new link (or section) of the 
National Order of the Engineer in September 
2003, and has since inducted 185 new mem-
bers. The 2010 ceremony will be held in con-
junction with the May 12th ASCE Seattle Sec-
tion meeting. 

You are encouraged to join the Order of the 
Engineer if you: 

1. Have graduated from an ABET-accredited 
engineering program, or 

2. Hold a license as a Professional Engineer, or 

3. Are enrolled in an ABET-accredited engineering pro-
gram and are within two academic terms of gradua-
tion. 

Participants will receive a steel Engineer’s Ring and an Obli-
gation Certificate at the ceremony. The registration fee to 
participate in the ceremony is $15. Guests are welcome to 
attend the ceremony at no cost. 

Please RSVP to Garth Merrill with your name, school or com-
pany, phone number, email address, and ring size (for the 
fifth finger on your writing hand) no later than April 22, 
2010, to order rings in time for the ceremony. Payment will 

be collected the night of the ceremony. 

You can reach Garth at 425/896-5245 or by 
emailing garthmerril@transpogroup.com. If you 
need assistance determining your ring size, you 
may visit your local jeweler or Garth can send 
you a ring sizer. More information on the Order 
of the Engineer can be found at www.order-of-
the-engineer.org. 

Participants should arrive no later than 6:00 
p.m. to ensure proper ring size. 

We also welcome any participants and their guests to stay 
and join us for our Section meeting. This year’s ceremony will 
be part of the meeting.  The meeting includes dinner, and 
will cost an additional $30 per person ($10 for students) with 
advance registration. Please make reservations for the dinner 
by calling 206/926-0482. Visit the Section website at 
www.seattleasce.org for more information on the dinner 
meeting, which will feature student presentations.  

Seattle Chapter Board Election 
This year’s Seattle Chapter board election marks two major 
“Firsts” in the history of the chapter. It is the first election to be 
held electronically, and the first to include Professional Associate 
members as eligible to vote. 

The vote was set up online using “Survey Monkey” software, 
with a presentation of candidate statements, followed by a bal-
lot. On March 23, eligible voters were sent a link by email along 
with an invitation to vote. A reminder was sent on April 1.  Of 
the 470 eligible voters, 204 have responded so far with their 
votes.  A second reminder will be sent out, and the polls will 
close on Tuesday, April 20th. Election results will be announced 
at the Seattle/Southwest joint dinner meeting on Wednesday, 
April 21st, followed by a general email announcement. 

This year’s slate of candidates is comprised of: 

President: Andrew McGlenn 
Vice President: Howard Burton 

Directors (two positions open): 
Cale Ash                 Mike Dunn 

Lara Simmons                Michael Wright 

If you are an eligible voter, and haven’t yet cast your ballot, 
please be sure to do so! Contact seaw@seaw.org if you have 
misplaced your invitation to vote; we’ll send you a new one. 
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION  
of WASHINGTON • Seattle Chapter 
PO Box 44 • Olympia WA 98507 •206/682-6026 • www.seaw.org 

Seattle Chapter Committees & Chairs 

House/Program Andrew McGlenn 
Refresher Course Mark Moorleghen 
Membership Cheryl Burwell 
Newsletter Lynnell Brunswig 
Presentations/Awards Peter Opsahl 
Engineer of the Year Ed Huston 
Governance Howard Burton 
Committee Oversight Tom Bykonen 
YMF Jessica Jenness 
 

Scholarship Bill Mooseker 
Legislation Matt Toton 
Education Joe Ferzli  
Finance & Auditing Ted Smith 
Disaster Prep/Response  Paul Brallier 
Public Information Cale Ash 
Sustainability Marjorie Lund 
Snow Load John Tate 
SEAW Historian Don Northey 

Membership Applications 
Ella Garber 

MS Civil Eng 1992 Kursk Politechnic University 
Licensed P.E. WA 

Class: Professional Associate 

Dennis Titus 
CG Engineering 

BS AE 1999, University of Washington 
Licensed P.E. WA 

Class: Professional Associate 

 

 

 
APRIL, 2010 

Tuesday 13 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   The Library Bistro, Seattle 
 
Wednesday  21 Seattle/Southwest Chapters Joint Dinner 
   meeting (SW Chapter hosts) 

Tuesday 27 Seattle Chapter Board meeting 

 
MAY, 2010 

TBA  Spring Seminar 

Tuesday 11 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   List, Seattle (Belltown) 

Wednesday 19 YMF Happy Hour 5:00 PM 
   The Parlor, Bellevue 

Tuesday 25 Spring Social and Awards Event 
   Mark your calendar! 

Looking Ahead: 

OCTOBER, 2010 

  21-23 SEA Roundup, Whistler BC 
   (see page 6 for details) 

Calendar 

Applications Accepted 
Kathrina Simonen MEMBER 

 

Membership 

Statewide Committees & Chairs 

Code Advisory John Hooper 
Earthquake Engineering Tom Xia 
Building Engineering Scott Beard 
Existing Buildings Peter Somers 
Professional Practices John Tawresey 
Wind Engineering Don Scott 
Exam Liaison Ed Huston 

Membership Classification Changes 
Bret Mozden:  Associate to Professional Associate  
Brian Lampe: Professional Associate to MEMBER 

 

For Committee contact information, visit www.seaw.org and click the Committee page 
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