
 

 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 1, 2011 

SEAW Engineers to Present Observations from Japanese 
Earthquake Reconnaissance   
   
Seattle, Washington, June 1, 2011 – On Friday, March 11, 2011 at 2:46 PM (local time), 
the northeast coast of Japan was struck by a magnitude 9.0 (M9.0) subduction earthquake 
as the boundary between the Pacific and the North American plates ruptured along an 
offshore section. The rupture extended about 200 miles along the Japan coast, resulting in 
approximately 100 feet of vertical slip and causing a series of devastating tsunamis. A 
similar event along the Cascadia Subduction Zone could extend from Vancouver Island 
to Northern California, affecting western Washington and Oregon communities.  

The ground motion records indicate very strong ground shaking (>1.0g) with long 
duration (>3.0 minutes). The M9.0 earthquake and five aftershocks greater than M7.0 
affected coastal areas as well as the Tokyo metropolitan area. The earthquake and 
tsunami resulted in approximately 15,000 fatalities, left approximately 12,000 missing, 
displaced 160,000, and caused an estimated $200-$300 billion in losses.     

Recognizing the impacts this earthquake may have on the Pacific Northwest, the 
Structural Engineers Association of Washington (SEAW) formed a reconnaissance team 
of engineers to observe and evaluate damage in the affected areas. The team traveled the 
metropolitan cities of Tokyo and Sendai, and along the Tohoku coast to observe the 
impacted areas. The team also met with Japanese earthquake research organizations, 
design/construction professionals, and public officials to learn more about the extent of 
the damage and standard design practices in Japan.  
The team will present their findings at this seminar intended for anyone interested in first-
hand accounts of the earthquake’s devastation and lessons learned for improving seismic 
safety in the Pacific Northwest.  
  
GENERAL INFORMATION  

Wednesday, June 15, 2011 
4:00 PM—8:00 PM (sign-in begins at 3:30 PM) 
University of Washington Kane Hall, Room 120 

 
SEMINAR COST  
(includes box lunch-style dinner at mid-presentation break) 

SEAW/AIA Members/UW Faculty* $45.00 
Non-Members   $60.00 
UW Student**/Unemployed Members* $15.00 
Late Registration fee, additional  $10.00 



* SEAW/AIA 2011 Dues must be paid 
** Students may attend for free without dinner 
 
BRIEFING TOPICS  

Seismicity Overview • Damage from Ground Shaking • Geotechnical Effects • Building 
Code Comparison • Bridge and Roadway Performance • Industrial Facility Performance 
• School, Hospital, and Essential Facility Performance • Commercial and Residential 
Building Performance • Non-Structural Damage • Tsunami Damage • Implications for 
the Pacific Northwest 

REGISTRATION 
Please register no later than Noon, Friday, June 10th to avoid late charge.  
Register online at seaw@seaw.org to reserve your spot.  
Prepayment is required. 

 
The Structural Engineers Association of Washington (SEAW) is a not-for-profit 
professional organization of leading structural engineers dedicated to the advancement 
of excellence in structural engineering through building code advocacy, continuing 
education, research, emergency preparedness, exchange of ideas, and mentoring. Over 
the past sixty years, SEAW has pursued issues affecting public safety and professional 
practice in structural engineering and SEAW members actively participate in the 
development of building and material codes and standards at both local and national 
levels. 
SEAW has organized earthquake reconnaissance teams in past earthquakes that have 
included the 1995 Kobe Earthquake, 1999 Taiwan Earthquake, 2001 Nisqually 
Earthquake, 2008 Wenchuan (China) Earthquake, 2010 Haiti Earthquake, and the 2010 
Chile Earthquake.  These efforts are to bring back lessons learned for our region's 
architects, engineers, and public officials to improve the seismic safety and awareness of 
our region.  SEAW was also the principal author of the state-of-the-art study entitled 
"Scenario for a Magnitude 6.7 Earthquake on the Seattle Fault" published by the State of 
Washington Emergency Management Division and the Earthquake Engineering Research 
Institute in 2005. 
 
 
Contact Information:  
Cale Ash, SEAW Public Information Committee  
PO Box 44 
Olympia, WA 98507 
206-682-6026 
seaw@seaw.org  
www.seaw.org  
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